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Two Questions to Get Started

• What are the essential characteristics that faculty Communities of Practice 
should have in your institution?

• What current institutional aspects or practices work against the creation of 
faculty Communities of Practice with these characteristics?



Thinking About Web 2.0



Genesis

• Ted Nelson: Project Xanadu (1960)

• Rule 7: Links are visible and can 
be followed from all endpoints

• Tim Berners-Lee: WorldWideWeb 
(a.k.a. Nexus) (1991)

• Program acted as both browser 
and editor
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Larry Page & Sergey Brin
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The Definition

• Tim O’Reilly (2004-2005):
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Some Key Elements

• The Web as platform

• Small pieces loosely joined

• Architecture of participation

• Remixable data source and data transformations

• Harnessing collective intelligence
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We found 4,422,140 results for photos matching japan.

Signed in as rubenrp            Help     Sign Out

Japan Service Area 
Uploaded on 24 October 2007

By /\ltus

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 japan, pentax, freehand, sa ...

Sponsored Results

Japan Tour
Save 40% on escorted tours over
independent travel. Book a deal
now. 
www.TourVacationsToGo.com

Japan Tour Travel
Find great deals; Compare prices
Save time and money. 
www.LowFares.com

Japan
Find deals on top destinations.
Search over 120 sites with one
click. 
www.Kayak.com

Going To Japan?
Find Discount Japan Flights From
Low Cost Airlines. Book Now. 
CheapTicketsCanada.com

Japan News From Nikkei
Nikkei delivers the latest japanese
business news and more. 
www.nni.nikkei.co.jp

Japan Vacations
Travelzoo®: Your Guide To The
Top Japan Vacation Deals. 
www.travelzoo.com

Small, Friendly Escorted
Tours of Japan
Adventures in discovering
traditional Japan. 
www.samuraitours.com

J&F Networks - Apartments in
Japan
Realty agents list variety of
information regarding rental
apartments and accommodations
in... 
www.jafnet.co.jp

Search the Web

Also try: tokyo, kyoto, sakura, night
or japanese

JAPAN - Zao Volcano 
Uploaded on 5 May 2007

By BoazImages

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 mountain, lake, green, nature ...

Junko from Japan shabondama style 
Uploaded on 29 June 2006

By shiroibasketshoes

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 park, woman, beautiful, face ...

Mount Fuji, Japan 
Uploaded on 22 April  2007

By Samurai Shiatsu 指圧
See more photos, or visit his profile.

 mountain, snow, japan, fuji ...

Empty train, Japan 
Uploaded on 6 January 2007

By The Other Martin Tenbones

See more photos, or visit The Other Martin Tenbones'

profile.

 japan, train, fisheye, osaka ...

vintage crepe paper bunnies from japan
1940's 
Uploaded on 9 March 2007

By holiday_jenny

See more photos, or visit her profile.

 pink, flowers, blue, rabbit ...

JAPAN 
Uploaded on 23 January 2007

By BoazImages

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 winter, sky, lake, castle ...

Tokyo City View #2 (Japan) 
Uploaded on 21 September 2007

By Pi production

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 voyage, city, travel, blue ...

Japan-Rail-Girl 
Uploaded on 14 September 2006

By Danz in Tokyo

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 leica, people, bw, white ...

japan.yudanaka.021105.fujivelvia100f.r4.27
Uploaded on 30 March 2006

By ommphoto

See more photos, or visit ommphoto's profile.

 japan, nikon, f100, onsen ...

Japan Southern Alps Sunset 
Uploaded on 30 July 2007

By /\ltus

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 sunset, japan, raw, pentax ...

The most sacred place of Japan 
Uploaded on 2 July 2007

By JennyHuang

See more photos, or visit her profile.

 japan, bravo, searchthebest, land ...

Small island in lake Chuzenji, Japan 
Uploaded on 5 April  2007

By Seismic_2000

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 trip, travel, trees, vacation ...

Xian in Japan 
Uploaded on 17 January 2007

By *Solar ikon*

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 portrait, japan, tokyo, agfa ...

Google Japan Vending Machines 
Uploaded on 23 February 2006

By lorenbake

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 japan, google, machines, vending

Japan Abstract 
Uploaded on 30 October 2006

By Steve Le

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 flowers, abstract, japan, graphicart ...

How should I write "I love Japan"? 
Uploaded on 1 April  2006

By ALT123

See more photos, or visit ALT123's profile.

 girl, japan, handicraft, toy ...

Street life,Tokyo, Japan, June 2007. 
Uploaded on 29 June 2007

By James Horan Shoots People

See more photos, or visit James Horan Shoots

People's profile.

 street, city, people, japan ...

Starbucks in Japan 
Uploaded on 21 November 2005

By heavylift

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 street, city, coffee, japan ...

Mt. Fuji, Japan 
Uploaded on 3 May 2007

By chuha

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 snow, japan, volcano, hiking ...

Red Fox eyeballing - Hokkaido, Japan 
Uploaded on 30 April  2006

By CarmoPolice

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 snow, cold, nature, animals ...

Expedition to Japan 2006 (Day 5) : The
Man who sold the World 
Uploaded on 2 November 2006

By *Kit*

See more photos, or visit her profile.

 leica, japan, faces, kodak ...

Darth Vader getting schooled about
Japan's keitai culture 
Uploaded on 13 August 2005

By chriskk

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 cute, japan, tokyo, starwars ...

Japan Truckstop 
Uploaded on 13 September 2007

By /\ltus

See more photos, or visit his profile.

 japan, pentax, truckstop, rv ...
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Home Videos Channels Community

Upload Videos  Search settings

Rate:

Aarachne (20 hours ago)  0  Reply

tbhamdg (14 hours ago)  0  Reply

Moragjane87 (23 hours ago)  0  Reply

marnold (1 day ago)  0  Reply

chiapet1414 (1 day ago)  +1  Reply

saxappealct (2 days ago)  +1  Reply

micpell (2 days ago)  +1  Reply

keefyd5 (2 days ago)   -1  Reply

keefyd5 (2 days ago)  0  Reply

2CatchTheEmeraldWave (2 days ago)  0  Reply

NextPages:  1  2  3   ... 

Subscribe

customize

Display:

Add to iGoogle  Face The Candidates

Laurie Anderson - O Superman

Share  Favorite  Add to Playlists  Flag

1007 ratings
  Views:  284,952

Comments: 746     Favorited: 3,311 times     Honors: 0     Links: 5

Comments & Responses

Show: average (-5 or better)  Help

Post a video response

Post a text comment

i love this song!!
i think the lyrics are extremly philosophic, but kind of sad.. :(
i adore the "heart-beat" all  trough the song...
and when it suddenly stops.. <3 

That's not the music, i ussually listen to.. (i listen to all genres of
metal..)
My father showed me a cd.. and i love it.. but unfortunatly i can't
listen to her music for too long, i get kind of nervous.. =)

Yes, it definitely has a hypnotic quality. You can get lost in it.
But I can also understand how it makes you nervous. It has a
very sinister vibe.

I love the whole album. I also like the title track, Big Science.
"Hallelujah -- Yodel-ay-hee-hoo -- Every man for himself". It
makes me think of the filme Koyaniskatsi with its soundtrack
by Phillip Glass. They're really pretty similar in some ways.

I listened to this on an LP as a kid back and forwards (No, I'm not
that old, but my parents are :P)
And I absolutely love it. I mean sure, it's everyone's cup of tea, but
that doesn't make it better or worse.

Art isn't appreciated in my country and to try to understand it will
cause you to be labeled as an elitist, liberal, Democrat, etc. This is
a moving indictment on jingoism. Those taht dislike this video will
likely have to look up "jingoism." Why is that?

Im in my mid 30s and remember this song on such shows as
night flight and 120 munutes back in the 80s. I would say too
that they dont make art like this anymore. moreover, I dont
think they make love songs anymore (unless you compaire
the love of your life equally with the love of your car.)

she's not pressing one note down on the keyboard, its a digitalised
vowel sound ("ah") sung by her, that has been looped and used as
a repeated pitch drone throughout the piece.

You are of course free to have your own opinion, but I disagree
with you, I think this song is ART!

is this bowies sister?!

over under sideways down,innit?

you know not what you are talking about
this way and...

t h a t !

View all 746 comments

Would you like to comment?

Join YouTube for a free account, or log in if you are already a member.

From: bchfj
Joined: 1 year ago 
Videos: 8

 

About This Video

Complete video (more)

Added: June 01, 2006

Embed 

More From: bchfj

Related Videos

Promoted Videos

Denise

Kendall: Ba...

02:10

cosbyshow 

Harry and the

Train

10:00

dmccoig 

College Road

Trip...

01:54

tvguide 

Make Up Tips

for ...

01:25

expertvillage 

 Videos  Search

Your Account Help & Info YouTube

Videos Inbox Help Center Safety Tips Company Info Press

Favorites Subscriptions Video Toolbox Copyright Notices TestTube Contact

Playlists more... Developer APIs Community Guidelines Terms of Use Blog

 Advertising Privacy Policy Jobs

© 2008 YouTube, LLC
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Laurie Anderson
03:25 From: KimObrist
Views: 44,917

LANGUAGE IS A VIRUS FROM OUTER
SPACE - Laurie Anderson
03:46 From: MemphisMemories
Views: 66,662

Superman Theme Song
04:06 From: Goldentusk
Views: 1,525,933

BOOKA SHADE - OH SUPERMAN
06:50 From: angelus5924
Views: 52,839

Excellent Birds - Laurie Anderson
featuring Peter Gabriel
03:12 From: NicHarosImaginings
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Conversations Surrounding Production/Consumption
Ustream

Home Live All Shows Recorded People

Log In | Sign Up Search here...

 UNIS-UN 

Go to Show Room and Chat!

See what's on Ustream now! 475 Live Shows

Digg Town Hall Part 1

Visit Digg Town ... Show Page!

Help & Info

Help Center | Terms of Use
Privacy Policy | Copyright Policy
Safety Tips

Ustream

About Us | Our Blog | Press
Contact | Jobs | Message Board

Network Us

Twitter | Jaiku | MySpace 
Facebook | Pownce | Shop

Bookmark Us

Events and Announcements Next »

Recent Highlights on Ustream

UNIS-UN live from the UN General Assembly "The Pursuit of

Digg Town Hall Part 1

02 / 25 / 2008  - Founder Kevin Rose

and CEO Jay Adelson talk about the

latest at Digg.com.

Goth vs Emo, Dead iPod Song

02 / 14 / 2008  - THE ANTI-Valentine

Show!!!

Fear of Frogs Song, iPod Responses,

Etc.

02 / 21 / 2008  - Join us in Link's

home for a bookshelf-front

experience!

Oscars+Idol Recap+LiveSongs

02 / 28 / 2008  - with special guest

EdBassmaster and 2 live song

performances!!!!

David McCullough -

02 / 13 / 2008  - Pulitzer Prize

Winning Author Speaks on George

Washington, Commander In Chief

Sen. Barack Obama in Texas

02 / 28 / 2008  - Presidential

Candidate Obama at Fort Worth Rally

 

http://www.ustream.tv/
http://www.ustream.tv/


Are you a programmer?

Sign up for our early access API.

Source: Energy Information Administration

Source: US State Department

Source: The Portable Antiquities Scheme

Source: UN E-Government Survey 2008

Source: Drought Monitor

Source: TourismExchange Advertising
Network

Source: Andy Baio

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade
Division

Source: NY Times

Spotlight Obama and Clinton: Total Delegate Votes

Source: CBS Early Show

In yesterday's Democratic primaries Clinton showed her strength once again in winning the

big states by her victories in Ohio and Texas. However, Obama is still the leading candidate

when it comes to delegates. This graph shows the total number of pledged delegates

won by each candidate as of March 5, 2008. Obama has a total of 1,512 delegates;

Clinton, 1,423. A candidate needs 2,025 delegates to win the primary election and Clinton is

hoping to narrow the margin so that she may win more superdelegate votes (unpledged) at

the Democratic National Convention to be held in Denver in August.

Featured Graphs 

U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

This graph shows historical trends in energy-

related carbon dioxide emissions by fuel type:

natural gas, petroleum, coal, and other (non-

biogenic biomass and geothermal). In 2004, total

greenhouse gas emissions amounted to 5,957.4

million metric tons of carbon dioxide. States Texas,

California, and Pennsylvania were the biggest

contributors. Graph by omerida.

Children Adopted to the U.S.

This graph shows the total number of immigrant

visas issued to orphans in the United States. In

2006 the U.S. issued 20,700 visas to orphans being

adopted by American parents; 6,500 of which were

given to children coming from China, and 4,100 from

Guatemala. It is estimated that one in every 100

Guatemalan children grows up a U.S. citizen.

However, many see the adoption process as a "baby

trade," that coerces mothers to give up their

children, often for financial incentives. Organizations

such as Unicef, are calling for urgent legal reform

that will make the adoption process more transparent

and the Guatemalan government has recently passed

legislation to do so. Data uploaded by Seema.

Finds and Records at The British
Museum

This graph shows the number of finds and records

per year for the Portable Antiquities Scheme in

the British Museum. Since January 1, 2008 the

Scheme has recorded 8,821 objects within 6,871

records. The Portable Antiquities Scheme is a

voluntary scheme to record archaeological objects

found by members of the public in England and

Wales. Every year many thousands of objects are

discovered, many of these by metal-detector users,

but also by people whilst out walking, gardening or

going about their daily work. Such discoveries offer

an important source for understanding our past. -The

British Museum

E-government Readiness Index

The world average of the global e-government

index continues to increase as more countries invest

resources in developing websites that are

informative. Most countries have e-information on

policies, laws and an archive section on their

portals/websites. The gap between e-information, e-

consultation and e-decision-making is still wide for

developing and developed countries. For the first

time since this survey has been produced, there is a

new leader. In the 2008 Survey, Sweden (0.9157)

took the number one spot from the United States.

The Scandinavian countries took the top three spots

in the 2008 Survey, with Denmark (0.9134) and

Norway (0.8921) in second and third place

respectively. The States (0.8644) came in fourth.

Data uploaded by IsabelG.

Southeast USA Drought History

This graph shows drought statistics in the

Southeast over the past year by percentage of

area with no drought, some level of drought,

and extreme through exceptional drought. While

the percent area in the Southeast that is in an

exceptional drought has dropped in recent months,

the percent area in the Southeast with some level of

drought is relatively constant. -Bubbazen.

Popular travel keywords

This graph shows popular travel choices by

keyword, which can give us some insight into global

trends on travelers' interests and purchases when

looking for that perfect vacation. Bed and breakfasts,

flights, hotels, and cruises are all popular keywords.

The data reflects travel deals picks from an array of

advertisers using the TourismExchange Advertising

Network. Graph by Tourism Exchange.

Pirating Oscar Films

148 out of 151 of Oscar-nominated films from 2003

to 2007 were available in DVD quality (either leaked

retail or screener DVDs) by Oscar night. This graph

shows the average number of days from an

Academy Award nominated film's U.S. release

to first leak, U.S. release to screener leak, and

screener release to screener leak. The films are

getting leaked just as quickly as ever, but apparently

not through Academy screeners. This could be

because watermarks and recent court cases are

acting as an effective deterrent, but I think it's

attributable to two other reasons: first, the gap

between theatrical releases to retail DVD is getting

shorter; and second, the rise of Region 5 DVD

transfers from overseas. Data uploaded by anildash.

Full analysis by Andy Baio.

U.S. Trade in Goods and Services

A country's international trade consists of both

importing and exporting goods and services. The

balance of trade is the difference between the

amount exported and the amount imported. This

graph shows U.S. exports (total, goods, and

services), imports (total, goods, and services),

and the balance of trade (total, goods, and

services) from 1960 to 2007. In 2007, U.S.

exports of goods and services amounted to about

$1.621 billion, leaving a $711 billion trade deficit.

Data uploaded by Augustine.

Economic mobility?

Is the American dream fading for children who aren't

born in the middle class? A study released yesterday

by the Brookings Institution warns that widening

gaps in higher education between the rich and poor

could lead to a downturn in economic mobility. In

recent years, 11 percent of children from the poorest

families have earned college degrees, compared with

53 percent of children from the top fifth. This graph

shows how people born into the bottom fifth in

the United States have fared in the job market

with or without earning a college degree. The

study does highlight the role a higher education can

have in economic mobility; a person born into a poor

family who graduates from college has a 19 percent

chance of entering the top fifth of earners in

adulthood.

See more featured graphs >

(rss feed)

Now Available: Private Edition

Interested in trying out Swivel

Private Edition? Request an

invitation

Official Source Program

Does your organization disseminate

data?

Become an Official Source. It's free!

Learn more >

Swivelicious Bloggers

people blogging swivel data

Recession?

brief political interlude

BOINC - Users by project

BOINC - Users by project

feb 29 / mar 1: swivel revisited

Percentage of firearm ownership by

State

Is this Drought Centered on I-85?

Surprise! The Plastic Disc Business..

expenditure per student on post-

secondary..

My Weight Graph

MakeTheStand.com -

MakeTheStand.com -- The..

Income by race - Swivel

2/18/08 I Still Hate Pennies

links for 2008-02-17

MELANCHOLIA - "The weblog with

the bleeding..

feb 14: the story so far. (Don’t give..

In Paychecks

Swivel

High resolution information

Arlington Condo Blog

See more blogs >

8758  Data Sets

stuff over time

Contributed by bugusnot 1 day

ago

Total Democratic Delegates,

March 5

Contributed by Natalie about 20

hours ago

test

Contributed by flucto about 17

hours ago

See more data >

5609826  Graphs

informacijos by metai

Created by flucto from test data

about 17 hours ago

Total Contributions by

Contributor

Created by Natalie from

Celebrity Political Contributions

data about 20 hours ago

Air Index (%)

Created by radrice from Canary

Data 2/27 Bike data 1 day ago

See more graphs >

8114  People

NorCalSal

Northern California Coast to the

California/Nevada Border.

MattSwivel

screenpunk

Latest data set: Idiots I Know 

Latest graph: Not categorized by

Non-idiots

See more people >

113  Groups

netsquared mashup

challenge: 2008

Founded by billyb 17 days ago

10 GCSE Biology - Genes

Founded by kdodds 22 days ago

Classy

Founded by Classy MIT Frat Guy

26 days ago

See more groups >

Our Forums

Can Swivel charts update

automatically? by LaBlogga

Is there any way to embed the tag

clouds.. by Matt Chittum

Making Tables Sortable in Export

View

Totals deaths since the start of the

Second..

Do technical seminars drive

developer mind..

Against the Odds, Army Meets

Recruiting.. by huned

See more posts >

Our Blog

Journalists like data and we

like..

Hacking Swivel Graphs

New Swivel Private Edition

Firefox Search Engine

How Web 2.0 Can Enhance Data

See more posts >

1  Year of Swivel

Swivel was born in California

on December 6th, 2006

New! Edit Your Data  Confectionary  Blog  Help  Feedback  Sign Up!  Sign In

Home  Graphs  Data  People  Groups  Upload

  Economics | Entertainment | Health | Politics | Science | Society | Sports | Technology | Miscellaneous | Official Source

Join our user research program and help shape the future of Swivel.

 Search

Upload and explore data.
As a preview it's rough around the edges, may your love for data guide you.
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Samuel Taylor Coleridge
March 3rd, 2008

I was privileged to read several lyrics by Coleridge this past Thursday as

part of the University of Mary Washington’s venerable “Thursday Poems”

series. The idea is simple: gather on Thursday afternoon to hear someone

read thirty minutes worth of poetry. No lectures, minimal commentary,

mostly just great verse. My colleague and mentor Bill Kemp (of Kemp

Symposium fame) started the series several years ago. For my money, it

was a great accomplishment. My colleague (and fellow music- and poetry-

lover) Eric Lorentzen has kept the tradition going with panache, and with

deep devotion.

Coleridge’s poetry can be difficult to read, and certainly difficult to take in

on one listen. I’m not sure how intelligible I make it in my reading here. I

gave it my best shot, aiming for a climax with “Kubla Khan,” one of my

favorite lyric poems, and then a graceful close with the beautiful “Frost At

Midnight,” also a favorite of long standing.

I got through “Kubla Khan,” only a little disappointed by the fact that my

timing was off and I didn’t have the minutes I needed to read the prose at

the beginning of the poem, a story of a forgotten dream that I’m convinced

is an utter fiction, indeed part of the poem itself. But never mind: “Kubla

Khan” does just fine in its traditional form, and I had a great time reading

it. Then I turned to “Frost At Midnight”–and encountered a huge surprise.

I had not read that poem aloud in public for decades, probably not since I

was an undergraduate. I’d read it to myself many times since, and of course

had read bits of it aloud here and there when I taught it, but not the whole

thing, aloud, in public. As I read, I found the pent-up yearning inside the

poet as he recalls his lonely boyhood got more and more intense inside my

own spirit. The poet thinks of the longing he felt as he watched that film

of ash on the grate, the fluttering “stranger” that portended a visit from …

someone, and as I read the lines I felt something welling up inside me,

too–an expectancy, a grief, an overwhelming hopefulness.

The scene in his memory ends The poet turns to look at his child who is

lying in the cradle at his side. “Dear Babe,” the section begins. And as I

read those two small words, I was overcome. I struggled through the rest

of the lyric, unwilling to let it stop, and at times unable to keep it going.

I’ve decided to podcast the reading pretty much as it happened. You’ll hear

a long pause at one point, and you’ll hear the evident emotion as I try to

continue. I do make it to the end.

I worried a little about the people in the room, that they would think

something was wrong with me, or my family, or otherwise. But there was

nothing wrong. There was simply beauty, and love, all the way through. My

thanks to STC for giving us this wonderful gift, this poem called “Frost At

Midnight.”

I’ve turned off comments on this post. If you enjoyed the reading, please

go read some Coleridge for yourself. There’s more where this came from.

And may all seasons be sweet to thee.

 

  Lyrics by Coleridge, read by Gardner Campbell [31:52m]: Hide Player |

Play in Popup | 
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I Shook Hands With William F. Buckley, Jr.
March 1st, 2008

WFB in 1984, about six years after I met him. Photo from NY Times story

here.

Strange but true: I shook this man’s hand. It’s strange because I never

enjoyed the two or three episodes of “Firing Line” I watched when I was a

high school debater and eager to learn more about the dark arts of

competitive argumentation. I didn’t like the snark (I can do snark, I

understand snark, I do not like snark). I didn’t like the shouting and

posturing. I didn’t like the predictability of the side-taking and the uber-

partisan politics. I didn’t like the way WFB’s voice seemed to come out of

his mouth and his nose simultaneously. And at that time in my life,

anything remotely resembling patrician would get my hillbilly blood

boiling. (I’m still not real big on patrician, but I don’t tar all patricians with

the same broad brush anymore.)

But it came to pass during my junior or senior year at Wake Forest

University–I forget which–that William F. Buckley, Jr. was invited to speak on

campus. For reasons I no longer remember, but probably related to my

work at Wake’s NPR station WFDD-FM, I ended up backstage with Buckley

in the green room before he gave his talk. I shook his hand and exchanged

pleasantries as best I could given my age and my mixed feelings about the

encounter. Standing before him, I found that Buckley had a great deal of

presence in person, though unusually so: it wasn’t a matter of physical size

or charisma or extraversion so much as it was a matter of still intensity and

a preternatural alertness. He seemed to me to be completely undistracted.

That I was the person in his visual field was both unnerving and weirdly

compelling, as he was completely undistracted from me, when there was no

earthly reason he should be paying anything but cursory, polite attention to

a 20-year-old college kid who had no clear reason for being in the room

with him at all.

I’ve often noted how distractable many folks are in conversation. Their

attention will wander, and their eyes will follow, and for some reason it

doesn’t matter that the thread is lost. Most of the time these folks don’t

even notice their attention has wandered, which of course suggests their

attention has wandered long before any explicit sign of the wandering

appeared. But Buckley had none of those signs of distraction. Quite the

contrary. As soon as we had finished our how-do-you-do’s, he began

asking me direct, warm questions about who I was and what I did at WFU. I

answered him. He asked more questions, not to interrogate me, but

certainly not as a matter of small talk either. I was shocked to get the

strong feeling from him that he actually cared about my responses and was

learning from them. I found this a little confusing, but also bracing. I

mentioned that I worked at the campus NPR affiliate. He asked me how I

liked that, what I thought about NPR, what programming I enjoyed most,

what my particular role at the radio station was, and so forth. There wasn’t

a whiff of condescension in his manner or his questions.

We couldn’t have talked for more than ten minutes, if that. I never saw him

again in person. I didn’t follow his career, and I haven’t read his books–

though one day I may–and I didn’t watch “Firing Line” with any more

frequency or enjoyment than I had before. Nevertheless, in the years that

have followed I have often thought of that brief conversation, and how rare

it is to be able to feel any authenticity of encounter in such a situation, and

how great it was when I did feel it that evening. I think what I felt a little of

in that moment was not only Buckley’s intelligence but also his talent for

friendship, a talent that many have testified to in the stories I’ve read since

his death last week. That’s why I may yet read his books, whether or not I

agree with any of his political points. In that moment, he not only put me

completely at my ease, he taught me that I must never lose faith in the

possibility of authentic conversation, no matter how exotic or odd the

encounter.
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Arcing across the gap
February 27th, 2008

I’m too tired tonight to do any justice at all to this story, but I would like

to note it and perhaps return to it another time.

Today in the 11:00 section of my Introduction to Literary Studies class the

discussion was particularly rich and intense. At one point I was asking one

student a series of questions about some of her own cognitive states as

she was grappling with the indirection of parts of the discussion.  As I was

trying to weave her own answers into the responses other students were

offering to related questions, suddenly yet another student, two rows back,

made a quick joke about “author-function,” recalling our discussion of

Foucault. In that instant, I could see that the student two rows back had

made a huge cognitive leap. It was quite a thrill to witness. The joke was

an aside, not a formal contribution to the argument, but it was catalytic

and breathtaking. In that moment, the student had realized that for critics

of identity, our sense of self is the same as an “author-function.” Foucault

had said as much earlier, but it was in the midst of a dense explication of

his point. Judith Butler had argued something similar. Said resisted

Foucault’s argument at the point of identity and agency. Long story short:

the student’s quick joke made several connections in several directions all

at once, and launched the class into an even higher plane than it had been

before. It was, for me, a moment of high cognitive drama to watch her find

that idea. And the class discussion that followed fed on that moment

wonderfully.

I’d like to analyze the moment and the events leading up to it in more

detail. For now, I suppose what sticks with me is how right until the

moment of “Bingo!” things felt to me tentative, uncertain. I had a feeling of

“better get back on track.” I put the feeling aside for a little longer than I

was entirely comfortable with. That’s not always a successful strategy.

Sometimes stirring the pot keeps it from boiling. Today, though, we got to

an understanding of certain kinds of arguments about identity that I don’t

think we’d have gotten to if I’d been more systematic. Hard to say.

I do know that at one point I said, “There’s thinking going on in this

class!”  For so there was, and it was very exciting to be in it.

Posted in General | 4 Comments »

Wild day
February 26th, 2008

We finished the McLuhan video in New Media Studies today, and the

students learned that MM had children (six, in fact) with a very charming

and intelligent wife who both marveled at her husband and waxed rueful

about his idiosyncracies. We learned that his son could not convince MM

that in fact Brasilia was now the capital of Brazil. This TV special, hosted by

Tom Wolfe, is quite the ride. Highly recommended for anyone with any

interest in McLuhan. At this point, I’m going out on a limb and suggesting

that nearly everyone should have some interest in McLuhan. I can’t believe

that it’s been less than a year since I read him for the first time. So many

gaps, so little time. Yet desire still cries, give me some more to read.

(Secret handshake there for “Astrophel and Stella” lovers.)

Rock/Soul/Prog was a mixed bag today. Some folks are not yet on the bus.

I know I shouldn’t worry so much; I know all will be well, and not all is up

to me. Yet I also know that there’s energy, passion, commitment to burn in

these students, and I know they and we will need it for the work now and

the work ahead. I think last term’s class learned that a little later than was

optimum, and I think there were some regrets. Every narrative has its own

arc, and hope springs eternal–Thursday is another day….

I was shocked when two students from my Intro. to Literary Studies class

brought me flowers. They said they were being nice to their teachers today.

I confess: I melted. Am I weak, uncritical, unskeptical? Posterity will judge.

The flowers are lovely and I was touched. I’ve tried hard this time to be as

imaginative about the symbolism assignment as I can be. Perhaps the ideas

of resonance I’m working on and with have helped push the effort a little

farther along. Hard to say. So hard to get readers to pay attention to the

texture and conceptual-tactile joys of language. Maybe it was the Twilight

Zone episode that helped. “Walking Distance”–the carousel as symbol–try it

at home and report back. What resonates?

Then at last to an orchestra rehearsal. I have a voice-over narration part in

one of the pieces commissioned to celebrate Mary Washington’s

Centennial. We were rehearsing in the band room tonight. It’s a small room,

and the orchestra filled it. I stood next to the conductor. To my right, a

young cello player drew dark-toned beauty from her instrument. Ahead, I

could see the winds, and I focused on the flutes and bassoons, the two

wind instruments I played back in the day. To my left, the violins. Back and

to my right, the brass. A harp, a full percussion ensemble, a score spread

on the conductor’s desk, a baton dividing time in the air. A room full of

timbre, vibrato, popping articulation, melisma. I was taken back to those

many late nights I spent rehearsing in my high school bands, in the

Roanoke Youth Symphony, in my college’s wind ensemble and orchestra, to

that huge sound that took me out of myself and into a much larger arena

of being. I wish everyone who loves music could hear a performance from

the middle of the orchestra. Surrounded by that sound, one cannot think of

power as a merely cultural phenomenon….
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“Our Cells, Ourselves”
February 24th, 2008

Today’s Washington Post features an unusually fine article from Joel

Garreau (registration required) concerning the ways in which cellphones

have changed, and continue to transform, our lives as a species on this

planet. Twenty-five years of cellphone technology have brought us to the

point that Google CEO Eric Schmidt can say, “Eventually there will be more

cellphone users than people who read and write. I think if you get that

right, then everything else becomes obvious.”

The article is full of insightful quotations and balanced judgment. There are

the expected laments for lost privacy, for intrusive conversations in public

spaces, but they’re contextualized in a much larger and more thoughtful

analysis than I usually see. I’m especially impressed with the way in which

Garreau has understood the intimacy of human contact represented and

enabled by cellphones.

No educator can afford to overlook or downplay the ways in which

cellphones are changing civilization on personal and global scales. It’s hard

to imagine a technology in which microcosm and macrocosm are so tightly

linked. We should have better ways inside the academy to think about these

changes with our students, and to create within the possibilities these

technologies afford us.

Here’s the way the article ends:

[Robert] Wright muses about adults in this new world: “An

organism only gets to new levels occasionally. I wonder, has it

ever seemed to any other generation that this is just a different

world than the one you knew in adolescence?”

This is not the hyperbole of a techno-utopian, though some may say that

“new levels” is too optimistic. The extent and character of the change,

however, should not be in doubt.
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A red-letter day
February 23rd, 2008

Northern Voice 2008 comes to a jubilant end. (Maybe I’ll be lucky enough

to get there next time-please, please, please.)

Barbara Ganley decides ’tis not to late to seek craft a better world.

In “The Medium is the Message,” Marshall McLuhan writes, “The serious

artist is the only person able to encounter technology with impunity, just

because he is an expert aware of the changes in sense perception.”

This gathering of inspired and serious artists, this serious artist of the

blogosphere and beyond making her own way through her vocation: oh

brave real school, that has such people in it! (and never mind Prospero’s

cynicism). Tonight I hope I will see and hear them in my dreams.
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Mistakes as portals
February 21st, 2008

The Intro. to New Media Studies class today was pretty explosive. I had

assigned excerpts in The New Media Reader from McLuhan’s Gutenberg

Galaxy and The Medium is the Message. I was up this morning about 5,

reading some insightful and tremendously inspiring blog posts from the

class. A couple of the posts were especially provocative, hortatory, probing.

As it turns out, there was one highly engaged post I couldn’t understand

fully. On the way in to school, I puzzled over what had led the student to

make what I was fairly certain, but not altogether sure, was a mistaken

identification of one of McLuhan’s references. I concluded that McLuhan’s

reference to Coleridge must have been the thing the student couldn’t quite

pinpoint. As I considered what I thought to be the mistake and a probable

cause, it occurred to me that the mistake actually pointed to a deep and

important connection that I should consider more carefully than I had. In

other words, what I thought to be the student’s mistake, and my own

attempts to diagnose its cause, stimulated my thinking in some very

fruitful ways, to the point that I couldn’t wait to get the conversation

started.

When I got to class, I asked the student for clarification, and as soon as the

student realized the mistake, the student became embarrassed. I was

dismayed by the embarrassment and tried to tell the student how thought-

provoking and rewarding I had found the experience of grappling with the

question of whether a mistake had been made and if so, how. The student

replied with more embarrassment. In my ardent attempts to frame the

mistake as a portal, I finally blurted out, “Penicillin was a mistake!” and

then carried on with some reflections on how we must trust each other

with our mistakes. We must be willing to open our minds to each other as

we learn, and endure our mistakes, and be alert to the possibilities of

learning that mistakes can reveal or even inadvertently stimulate. I said to

myself how terrible it was that schooling had kept mistakes from being

turned into opportunities while the learning was taking place. What

messages have the designs of schooling sent to me, and to my students,

when the rightful desires for accuracy and precision become massive

inhibitions that block the revelations that are one or two steps away?

I hope the penicillin story was helpful. I followed it up with one of my

favorite aphorisms, from Pasteur: “chance favors the prepared mind.” I

thought again how vital trust is for any community, but especially a

community of learning. I hoped against hope that the student understood

how grateful I was for a risk, a mistake, and an opportunity for deeper

engagement with the essay.

We’ll see.

EDIT: Re-reading this post, I see I left out one of the more interesting

small ironies: I was mistaken about what had caused the student’s mistake.

It wasn’t the Coleridge reference, it was confusion over the name Adam

Smith. But behold another portal! My search for a plausible error-diagnosis

led me astray in terms of the student’s mistake, but led me on quite

effectively to focus my attention on a passage I’d not yet fully mined.

There’s some elasticity of inquiry here, as well as a willingness to be

entertained and instructed by one’s own great big floppy clown shoes. I’m

working on loving my clown shoes and following where they lead, when I

have the patience and grace for it.
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The computer is a metamedium
February 19th, 2008

So write Alan Kay and Adele Goldberg.

Corollaries:

An introduction to New Media Studies is a metacourse.

The third pitch we throw had better be a metapitch.

The metalevel is the most generative level, the most frustratingly inexact

level, the most emergent level, the level where experts and beginners can

have interesting meetings. It can be a wide-eyed level, an untethered level,

a level where imposters run amok by asking pseudo-profound questions.

But each level has its irresponsible party-crashers. The levels below the

metalevel have their own versions of irresponsibility, not least the droning

mediocrity of lockstep apparatchiks.

I always thought the metalevel was where professors lived. Sometimes we

do, I suppose. Other times it seems the level that professors protect for

ourselves or our disciplines. Still other times it seems the place that

“theory” pretends to go while always already stopping one step short. And

finally, it seems the place that goes away in the press of academic

production day-by-day. Articles must be written, courses must be

managed, service must be done: who has time for the metalevel? And isn’t

there something terribly unsophisticated about anyone getting excited

about the metalevel? Self-awareness is more useful for sophisticated self-

congratulation than for readiness to go out onto that unknown plain with

the Red Crosse Knight, Una, the dwarf, and the donkey.

I want to extend the metaphor, but that will need to wait for tomorrow.
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Quick reflections
February 18th, 2008

A too-brief follow-on to the previous post:

» I would much rather see learning objects in a container like David

Wiley’s course than in any CMS (I refuse to call them LMS’s–just my

little gesture of protest) I’ve ever seen, for all the reasons everyone’s

pointed out.

» That said, I am still not enthusiastic about the “content” and “resources”

I’m seeing here. I wish I were more excited. Four years ago I probably

would have been. And yes, I understand that incrementalism is valuable,

and that taken together the elements here constitute a significant

advance. I suppose I’m wishing the steps had been taken in a different

direction.

» I see that the course feeds out. But what feeds in to this course?

» Honestly, for resources that simply feed out, I’d much rather listen to a

podcast of a really good lecture, or even a YouTube video of a great

presentation, than see a set of links or an outline of a lesson. The links

and the lesson are valuable, too, and I’d much rather see them exposed

like this than sitting behind a Blackweb wall. But it’s the human context

that I want to see, hear, experience.

» Maybe it’s the word “content” that gets me restive. I want to see

content that’s more responsive to the medium. And I don’t think that

such content necessarily replaces books, or essays, or any of the things

we experience in schooling now. I think the digital medium, and the

digital imagination, moves us off default positions and into a much

more intelligent place from which to choose and craft the experiences

we want to lead our students through–and to equip them to choose and

craft those experiences for themselves. (Both are necessary, in my view–

but I’ve written about my concerns about a completely learner-centered

paradigm before.)

» As I understand it, learning objects did not really catch on for precisely

this reason: a resource without a rich context is difficult to adopt, and

not terribly attractive to a faculty member who rightly or wrongly

believes that she or he is being paid to develop materials reflecting her

or his own expertise and judgment.

Most of all:

I’m still finding my way with all this stuff myself. But I have a strong sense

that we need to get to Alan Kay’s vision of the computer as an instrument

whose music is ideas, and I don’t see this paradigm getting us closer. I

could be wrong. Help me understand! It pains me to think that any part of

the conversation would turn bitter.
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An open container is not an open experience
February 17th, 2008

I confess that I’m not feeling it yet, this heightened buzz about

republishing/remixing content. To some extent, this looks like the second

coming of learning objects, which is fine so far as it goes, but it doesn’t go

nearly far enough. To be honest, I was a bit underwhelmed by David Wiley’s

course site. (I say this with fear and trembling, as I’ve learned to take very,

very seriously what Brian and Jim and Chris and others in this community

get excited about.) It’s a spiffy site, to be sure, and the syndication is a

huge plus, but the biggest challenges I face as a teacher are not about

content or even content management. My biggest challenges are about

inspiring learners, raising their consciousness about what they’re doing as

learners and (especially) as a community of learners, enticing them to

expose their own learning processes to each other and to me so that magic

recursion takes place in which the mind of the class, exposed to the class,

becomes part of the class and takes them to the next level. My challenge is

to get to real school in which the administrative parts are all means to an

end and are never, ever be confused with the course’s larger goals. I

suppose that means I’m not likely to have a link that says “download this

course” on any of my online materials, even though they’re open to the

world. Though I do see how these materials can be helpfully repurposed, I

don’t think we’re looking at the deeper opportunities online learning

communities and the expression thereof can bring us.

What I’m seeing so far looks sometimes like open lesson plans, sometimes

like open link farms, sometimes like open syllabi, sometimes like an

outline for a textbook. Where’s the commenting, the student feeds back

into the main feed, etc.? Where’s the recursion? Maybe I’m missing

something here. I’ll look again. But so far, what I see isn’t blogging (not

narrative or provisional enough, not enough of what Bakhtin terms

“addressivity”) and it isn’t the mind of the classroom made visible and part

of the meta-stream. And without the context of the advanced learner–the

teacher–as he or she moves through the shared experience of the course,

it’s just not all that interesting to me. When I click on “Using This Course,”

what I see is “here’s how to get the materials” and “dive into the Syllabus.”

When I dive into the blogging assignment, I see the blogging assignment

and the resources, and these are great, but where are the links to the

student blogs created as part of the assignment? Where do the students go

to see their work entering the datastream of the course? Every course uses

prepared resources and generates a datastream during the experience of

the course of study, and I’m interested in ways in which the experiences of

the prepared resources and the generated resources become symbiotic and

mutually augmented.

In his comment on Chris’s first, more skeptical post, Brian Lamb argues

there is something genuinely new here:

if there were examples of blog-based courses that were

structured so clearly, in a format that will be immediately

grasped by even the most mainstream audiences, I wish more

people would have linked to them…

My own skepticism goes like this: the clarity of structure means that it isn’t

really “blog-based,” and the format that can be immediately grasped can

be immediately grasped because it looks like a more creative and pretty

and easily-republishable version of what we’re already doing in an CMS like

Blackweb. In some ways, it’s like RSS feeds for Powerpoint slides, except in

this case they’re pages or posts in WordPress. That’s not nothing, and I’m

sure happy for things like Slideshare, but they’re incremental gains at best,

and don’t do much to rethink the activity of publishing the process and

materials of learning as experiences and not as containers.

Trying to keep an open mind here….
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CogDog rocks again
February 16th, 2008

Catching up on my back blog reading, when what to my wondering eyes

should appear than this magnum opus from Alan Levine. What’s one level

up from alpha dog? Whatever it is, he is it.

For anyone who wants a thorough and wonderfully graded approach to

customizing WordPress, look no farther. Alan’s come up with some gems

lately, but this one combines all his strengths: storytelling,

experimentation, encouragement, and sheer smarts. I’m overdue for a WP

upgrade–and I need to fix that silly footer-spam issue so I can get my

flickr badge back–but I’m going to study Alan’s post long and hard for

ideas and inspiration as I work on Gardner Writes.

Did I ever tell you about the first time I saw Alan at a conference? New

Orleans, 2005, ELI Annual Meeting. A truly fateful meeting for me, as it was

also the first time I saw Croquet, the first time I took a team from UMW to

an ELI/NLII meeting, and the first time I did live blogging from an ELI

conference. I heard John Bransford at that meeting. It was Diana Oblinger’s

first annual meeting as the new Director of ELI. Martha did a poster

presentation on bots and intelligent agents, getting that gig after her

wonderful participation in the Cyberealspace experience at EDUCAUSE

2004.

And where was Alan? In Phoenix, of course. But also at the conference, by

way of webcam hookup, gloriously on display during the Horizon 5 minutes

of Fame event. (I miss those.) Little did I know that this guy would play

such an enormous role in my own development. It’s been three years since,

and only two years since we finally met face-to-face at ELI, San Diego,

2006 Annual Meeting–but Alan’s the kind of teacher who can put thirty

years years of education into three years of friendship and collegiality.

So I figure I’m embarrassing the CogDog right now, but them’s the breaks:

when you’re doing the kind of work he’s doing, you’ve got to expect some

fanboys.

Thanks, Alan. I’ve got a lot more to learn. I couldn’t ask for a better

teacher.
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The Art of Software Modeling
February 15th, 2008

The book arrived from ILL today. (Carla Bailey, Queen of ILL, comes

through once again. Please do not hire her away from us.) I ran across the

title in a Google Book search on “cognitive resonance.” I’m starting more or

less from a dead start here, but from a quick read of the first chapter the

book looks quite promising: education, intuition, experience, and reason

are the four pillars of a theory of abstraction, learning, and communication

author Ben Lieberman builds up from the beginning. Art and modeling are

coming up in chapter two. I love the synthesis, the eclecticism, the

boldness with which this writer moves through disparate fields to pull

together a book that seems to be about software, but at a deeper level

promises to be a treatise on human understanding.

More as I move along.  Here in the meantime is the summary printed in the

book:

Modeling complex systems is a difficult challenge and all too

often one in which modelers are left to their own devices. Using

a multidisciplinary approach, The Art of Software Modeling

covers theory, practice, and presentation in detail. It focuses on

the importance of model creation and demonstrates how to

create meaningful models. Presenting three self-contained

sections, the text examines the background of modeling and

frameworks for organizing information. It identifies techniques

for researching and capturing client and system information and

addresses the challenges of presenting models to specific

audiences. Using concepts from art theory and aesthetics, this

broad-based approach encompasses software practices,

cognitive science, and information presentation. The book also

looks at perception and cognition of diagrams, view

composition, color theory, and presentation techniques.

Providing practical methods for investigating and organizing

complex information, The Art of Software Modeling

demonstrates the effective use of modeling techniques to

improve the development process and establish a functional,

useful, and maintainable software system.
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Wave function collapse
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

In certain interpretations of quantum mechanics, wave function collapse is one of two processes by which quantum systems apparently

evolve according to the laws of quantum mechanics. It is also called collapse of the state vector or reduction of the wave packet. The reality of

wave function collapse has always been debated, i.e., whether it is a fundamental physical phenomenon in its own right (which may yet emerge

from a theory of everything) or just an epiphenomenon of another process, such as quantum decoherence. In recent decades the quantum

decoherence view has gained popularity.
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Outline

The state or wave function of physical system, at some time, can be expressed in Dirac or bra-ket notation as:

where the s specify the different quantum "alternatives" available (technically, they form an orthonormal eigenvector basis which implies 

). An observable or measurable parameter of the system is associated with each eigenbasis, with each quantum alternative

having a specific value or eigenvalue, ei, of the observable.

The  are the probability amplitude coefficients, which are complex numbers. For simplicity we shall assume that our wave

function is normalised: , which implies that

.

With these definitions it is easy to describe the process of collapse:

When an external agency measures the observable associated with the eigenbasis then the state of the wave function changes from  to

just one of the s with Born probability | !i | 
2. This is called collapse because all the other terms in the expansion of the wave function have

vanished or collapsed into nothing.

If a more general measurement is made to detect if the system is in a state  then the system makes a "jump" or quantum leap from the

original state  to the final state  with probability of . Quantum leaps and wave function collapse are therefore opposite sides

of the same coin.

History and context

By the time John von Neumann wrote his famous treatise Mathematische Grundlagen der Quantenmechanik in 1932[1], the phenomenon of

"wave function collapse" was accommodated into the mathematical formulation of quantum mechanics by postulating that there were two

processes of wave function change:

1. The probabilistic, non-unitary, non-local, discontinuous change brought about by observation and measurement, as outlined above.

2. The deterministic, unitary, continuous time evolution of an isolated system that obeys Schrödinger's equation (or nowadays some

relativistic, local equivalent).

In general, quantum systems exist in superpositions of those basis states that most closely correspond to classical descriptions, and -- when

not being measured or observed, evolve according to the time dependent Schrödinger equation, relativistic quantum field theory or some form

of quantum gravity or string theory, which is process (2) mentioned above. However, when the wave function collapses -- process (1) -- from

an observer's perspective the state seems to "leap" or "jump" to just one of the basis states and uniquely acquire the value of the property

being measured, ei, that is associated with that particular basis state. After the collapse, the system begins to evolve again according to the

Schrödinger equation or some equivalent wave equation.

Hence, in experiments such as the double-slit experiment each individual photon arrives at a discrete point on the screen, but as more and

more photons are accumulated, they form an interference pattern overall.

The existence of the wave function collapse is required in

the Copenhagen interpretation

the so-called transactional interpretation

in a "spiritual interpretation" in which consciousness causes collapse.

On the other hand, the collapse is considered as redundant or just an optional approximation in

interpretations based on consistent histories

the many-worlds interpretation

the Bohm interpretation

the Ensemble Interpretation

The cluster of phenomena described by the expression wave function collapse is a fundamental problem in the interpretation of quantum

mechanics known as the measurement problem. The problem is not really confronted by the Copenhagen interpretation which simply postulates

that this is a special characteristic of the "measurement" process. The Everett many-worlds interpretation deals with it by discarding the

collapse-process, thus reformulating the relation between measurement apparatus and system in such a way that the linear laws of quantum

mechanics are universally valid, that is, the only process according to which a quantum system evolves is governed by the Schrödinger

equation or some relativistic equivalent. Often tied in with the many-worlds interpretation, but not limited to it, is the physical process of

decoherence, which causes an apparent collapse. Decoherence is also important for the interpretation based on Consistent Histories.

Note that a general description of the evolution of quantum mechanical systems is possible by using density operators and quantum operations.

In this formalism (which is closely related to the C*-algebraic formalism) the collapse of the wave function corresponds to a non-unitary

quantum operation.

Note also that the physical significance ascribed to the wave function varies from interpretation to interpretation, and even within an

interpretation, such as the Copenhagen Interpretation. If the wave function merely encodes an observer's knowledge of the universe then the

wave function collapse corresponds to the receipt of new information -- this is somewhat analogous to the situation in classical physics, except

that the classical "wave function" does not necessarily obey a wave equation. If the wave function is physically real, in some sense and to

some extent, then the collapse of the wave function is also seen as a real process, to the same extent. One of the paradoxes of quantum

theory is that wave function seems to be more than just information (otherwise interference effects are hard to explain) and often less than real,

since the collapse seems to take place faster-than-light and triggered by observers.

Notes

1. ^ "the “collapse” or “reduction” of the wave function. This was introduced by Heisenberg in his uncertainty paper [3] and later postulated

by von Neumann as a dynamical process independent of the Schrodinger equation"Kiefer, C. On the interpretation of quantum theory –
from Copenhagen to the present day
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dtd Deep editing required tonight & tomorrow. I'll have to try to
ignore Twitter. about 11 hours ago from web  

cogdog Ever so curious about what tweets make sounds like
@GardnerCampbell 's evangelism. Going outside to chop wood and
daydream. about 14 hours ago from web  

brlamb Man, @GardnerCampbell is just kicking back and riffing off
the top of his head, ripping the top of my head off... what
intellectual stamina! about 15 hours ago from web  

injenuity My 366 photo from yesterday
http://www.flickr.com/photo... about 16 hours ago from web  

dtd @brlamb - Thanks for the ustream attempt. Nice to see/hear
Gardner briefly. :) about 16 hours ago from web in reply to brlamb  

dnorman New blog post: on flash on the iPhone / iPod Touch
http://tinyurl.com/2qbnh8 about 16 hours ago from Twitter Tools  

brlamb Sorry about the quality of Ustream all... I was too into it to
fiddle with a lost cause. We did get the pros to record, will post it
ASAP... about 16 hours ago from web  

cogdog gonna wait for @GardnerCampbell ' s preso on DVD;
ustream not cranking it today about 17 hours ago from web  

cogdog they killed the UBC ustream about 17 hours ago from web 

brlamb Gardner Campbell http://www.ustream.tv/chann... about 18

hours ago from web  

pumpkiny @gardnercampbell Go, Gardner Go! :-) about 18 hours

ago from web in reply to GardnerCampbell  

cogdog doh read down the tweets, got it about 18 hours ago from web

 

cogdog @brlamb URL? about 18 hours ago from web in reply to brlamb

 

brlamb @cogdog - no, I wanted to get permission of the people we
contracted to record our session before doing my own streaming.
We're good. about 18 hours ago from web in reply to cogdog  

Care to share? Grab a badge!RSS  

© 2006-2008 Twitter About Us Contact Blog Explore! API Help Jobs TOS Privacy

Find folks!

What are you doing? 140

Home Find & Follow Public Timeline Settings Help Sign out

Conversation as Continuous Partial Attention
Twitter

http://twitter.com
http://twitter.com
http://twitter.com


Conversations Mapping the Terrain
del.icio.us

What's new?delicious  about  blog  terms of service  privacy policy  copyright policy  forums  support

RSS feed for these Bookmarks All Rights Reserved

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  ... Next >

3299324 Bookmarks

Showing 10  bookmarks per page

Tags

Related Tags 11

tools

web

webdesign

social

socialnetworking

webdev

software

technology

blog

socialmedia

tool

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Twitturly - Real-time Link Tracking on Twitter SAVE

Twitturly is a service for tracking what URLs people are talking about as they talk about

them on Twitter.

twitter  trends  tracking  web2.0

18 SEP 08 866

gilkesjm

A N I M O T O SAVED

video  design  web2.0

8668

milenaradzikowska

SoundUnwound SAVE

musiverse  holodev  music  sound

soundunwound  musicbrainz  imdb  service

music2.0  web2.0

609

holocosmos

WebMynd ! Extension for Firefox SAVE

webmynd  web  visualization  tools  storage

software  social  web2.0

397

htcy2k

Free wiki | Business - Education - Personal | PBwiki

SAVED

writing  web  tool  technology  software

social  productivity  wiki  wikis  tools

web2.0

7628

tsp999

Oosah - Homepage SAVE

storage  web2.0

582

horsehan

Libro de Notas: Descartes 2.0 SAVE

google  curiosidades  humor  comics

web2.0

onio72

The College of Du Page (StudentsReview) - College

Reviews Student Opinion and Undergraduate College

Ranking and Comments SAVE

Students Review is a Web 2.0 site for students to share their opinions and rate their

college(s). It is a poor site at best. A place for student rants versus useful information.

COD  web2.0codcurrier

Tech-Ease! SAVE

windows  video  tutorials  tech_support

technology  web2.0

129

esolis

Embed Flickr Slideshows - flickrSLiDR SAVED

gallery  embed  widget  images  photography

slideshow  flickr  web2.0

3419

reiovando

Tags web2.0 Type another tag

Recent web2.0 Bookmarks
Recent | Popular

See all  web2.0 bookmarks in Popular or your Bookmarks or Network.

Save a new bookmark

Look up a URL

What's New?  Signed in as rubenrp  Inbox  Settings  Help  Sign Out

delicious Home Bookmarks People Tags Search these bookmarks Search

http://delicious.com
http://delicious.com
http://delicious.com


Home All Social Networks Get a Ning ID! Sign In Help

 GoSearch Ning

Explore more social networks »

Sign up to get started…

Get Your Own Social Network!

Ning is the only online service

where you can create, customize,

and share your own Social

Network for free in seconds.

We are looking for talented

and passionate individuals to

join our growing team.

Visit our jobs pages  and see

if Ning is right for you.

Create Your Own Social Network for Anything

The Big Bang Theory Pink Paislee

Cafe Historia Capoeira Espaco

My RV Link Trek Space

About Ning Developers Ning Blog Jobs at Ning Help Copyright © 2008 Ning, Inc. Terms of Service  | Privacy Policy

Conversations About Conversations
Ning

http://www.ning.com/
http://www.ning.com/


Conversations Surrounding 
Production/Consumption

Media Sharing Sites

Creation in the Conversation
Blogs and Wikis

Conversations Based on 
Shared Creation

Shared Documents Sites

Conversations About 
Conversations

Social Network Sites

Conversation as Continuous 
Partial Attention
Distributed IM

Conversations Mapping the 
Terrain

Shared Bookmark Sites



Two Additional Dimensions



• Two possibilities here:

• ephemeral (think of music, drama)

• non-ephemeral (think of painting, sculpture)

• Perceived ephemerality (rather than actual ephemerality) is the 
key component.

Ephemerality of Content



• These are the social domains occupied by:

• the sender of material

• the receiver of material

• They can be:

• private (single author/reader)

• private collective (selected group of authors or readers)

• public collective (nonspecific group of responsive authors/
readers)

• public (nonspecific group of passive authors/readers)

Social Domains of Interaction



• Web page: originating in a private sphere, receiving in a public 
sphere; nonephemeral

• Listserver: originating in a private sphere, receiving in a private 
collective sphere; nonephemeral

• Personal email: originating and receiving in a private sphere; 
semi-ephemeral

• Blog: originating in a private sphere, receiving in a public 
collective sphere; semi-ephemeral

• Wiki: originating and receiving in a public collective sphere; 
semi-ephemeral

• Chatrooms: originating and receiving in a public collective 
sphere; ephemeral

Some Examples
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