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St. Andrew  
Catholic Church 

 

16300 Domain Ln. 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

694-2170 phone  
694-1385 fax 

www.aksaintandrews.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our mission is to 
build a community of Faith, Hope and Love by 

the way we educate, celebrate, and live as  
individual stewards of the many blessings of  
Almighty GOD.  We are called to be Christ’s 
hands and voice reaching out to embrace all 
who are in need, and to establish peace and  

justice in the Kingdom of GOD. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 10 am and 7 pm 
 

Weekdays*: Monday-Communion Service 9 am 
  Tues-Fri. Mass 9 am 
 

*Unless otherwise noted in the weekly schedule 
 

Holy Days: 9 am and 7 pm 
 

Rosary—8:30 am daily, 6:15 pm on Thursday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration—Perpetual 
 

Sacraments 
 

Confessions—Saturday: 3:30 or by appointment 
 

Baptism, Marriage, Anointing of Sick--contact 
the office 
 

Sacraments of Initiation--Adults interested in 
becoming  Catholic --Please contact Deacon 
Mark or the office. 

Oral Surgery Associates of Alaska, L.L.C. 
 William F. Bergeron 

   111 W 16th Avenue, Suite 203 
   Anchorage, AK  99501 

907-561-1430 

KELLEY & CANTERBURY  
LAW OFFICES 

On your side, at your side, every step of 
the way. 

A family-owned personal injury law 
firm. Visit  

our website at  
www.kelleyandcanterbury.com  

EAGLE RIVER EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 
K-Adult 

Math, Reading, Italian 
Bonnie & Michael Melielo  250-0023 

GLORIOUS LIFE ASSISTED LIVING HOME LLC 
16641 Marcus St. Eagle River 

341-3277 

EAGLE SUMMIT DENTAL GROUP 
Michael Sanders, D.M.D., P.C. 

Eagle River,    694-8234 

www.eagleriverdental.org   

GRANITE CITY ALASKA 
Slab granite countertops. Professional installations. 

Contact Matt or Melissa Hickey   694-6900 

Young Living Essential Oils 
Live a healthy, chemical free life & learn about oils! 

Karla Beller #10161134 
Itsthefamilylife@gmail.com 

www.youngliving.com  

Holy Rosary Academy K-12 Catholic School 
Where Faith and Reason  

Meet in the Pursuit of Excellence 
 Website: www.hraak.com    Phone:907-276-5822 

COURTESY FLUSH 
Drain/Sewer Line Cleaning; 

 Plumbing and Heating 
907-622-3033 

ALL LIFE IS YOGA 
 

Mary McCormick, RYT  Owner/instructor 

 www.alllifeisyoga.org  

ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL 
 

Located in Eagle River, we offer Preschool-8th grade. St. 
John's provides children with a sound educational foun-
dation in a loving Christian environment. For more info 
contact us @ 696-3920 or    Visit us on the web:  
sjocs1@gmail.com  www.stjohnalaska.org/school   

 

PAMPERED CHEF 
Aimee Woodley, Independent 

Consultant907-240-9338  
 frozenchef@mac.com 

www.pamperedchef.biz/aimeewoodley 
Cooking/Catalog Parties, Wedding Reg-

istries & Showers,  
Fundraisers & More! 

Check out exclusive Facebook  
specials at 

www.facebook.com/thefrozenchef 

EAGLE RIVER BALLET  
 

Alice Bassler Sullivan, Director 
Heather McEwen, Instructor 

Inquiries: 
www.eagleriverballet.com  

Sharing Space with All Life is Yoga 

Rachel Alexander Studio 
 

Private Voice Lessons for Beginning to Intermediate 
Singers.  Middle School to Adult. Frontier and  

IDEA accepted . Call 310-0464 

Alaska Premier Dental Group 
Brian Kruchoski, DDS 
www.smilealaska.com 

"Taking Care of You Way Beyond Your Smile" 

Eagle River Trustworthy Hardware Store 
17034 N. Eagle River Loop Road 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
(907) 694-9384  

日本語のレッソン Japanese Lessons! 
 

Custom designed to interests, goals & learning styles. Certi-
fied AK teacher, MA in Japanese Studies, worked & studied 

in Japan. Taught for Chugiak High School, UAA & home 
school programs. Please call/text: 350-7395 for Caryn 

VALLEY UROLOGY--Eagle River Office 
Jeff A.Simerville MD 

Adult and Pediatric Urology 
689-1270 www.akvalleyurology.com  

MEGAN’S TAX SERVICE IN EAGLE RIVER 
 

Megan’s Tax Service will donate $30 to St. Andrew debt 
reduction fund for each parishioner’s tax return filed. 

694-1040. 

ALASKA QUALITY SEPTIC 
 

Septic Pumping 
Contact Jacob Tramp -(907)344-2632 

CBL ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

Sara McCormick, Owner 
Payroll, Bookkeeping and Medical Billing 

907-854-7882 
cblaccounting@gci.net 

Golden Paws Kennel 
 

 
 

 
Canine Boarding for senior dogs  

ages 9 and older 
907 622-6121 

winter-in-ak@mtaonline.net   

 

A & A The Shop 
Eagle River    Anchorage 

Mon-Sat, 8am-5p     Mon-Sat. 7am-5:30 
11135 Ashley Park Ln                       48617 Old Seward 

 

Alaska’s Independent  Subaru Service 

 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME Inc. 
K9 Daycare & Boarding 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eagle River's exclusive  
Homestyle  K9 care facility.   

We specialize in caring for your 
 K9 just like you do at home. 

 If your dog needs a safe, secure and 
comfortable place to call 

 its own we have it! 
www.K9HM.com   

Cozy Interiors 
Carpet - Furniture – Flooring –  

Cabinets –Window Shades – Rugs 
Matt & Melissa 694-2699 

BERNIE MCCLURE 
 
 
 
 

Specializing in Residential,  
Commercial, & Land Sales 

694-4294 
(907) 854-4147 

bernie4homesak@gmail.com 

SIMPSON HOME REPAIR 
 

Mike Simpson Owner/Operator 
1-907-863-3254 

msimpson@mtaonline.net 
17209 Foothill Ave., Eagle River  

OYdesigns&sewing 
 

Custom made and Tailoring, alterations, restorations, 
fittings, bridal, special occasion, ready to wear 
1-907 -717-7723                   Free pick up service 

onlyyoudesigns68 @yahoo.com 
www.onlyyoudesigns68.wixsite.com 

Come dance with us!  
Irish Dance Academy of Alaska 

Irish step dancing classes for kids age 4-18 years old 
An energetic, fun, modest form of dance 

Both performance and competitive 
For more details please contact us at 

www.irishdanceak.com  

INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH AND THE 
ASSUMPTION OF MARY 

 

Therefore, faithfully adhering to the tradition received 
from the beginning of the Christian faith, to the glory of 
God our savior, for the exaltation of the catholic reli-
gion and for the salvation of the Christian people, with 
the approval of the sacred council, we teach and define 
as a divinely revealed dogma that when the Roman pon-
tiff speaks EX CATHEDRA, that is, when,  
 1. in the exercise of his office as shepherd and   
 teacher of all Christians, 
 

 2. in virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, 

 3. he defines a doctrine concerning faith or  
 morals to be held by the whole church, 
he possesses, by the divine assistance promised to him 
in blessed Peter, that infallibility which the divine Re-
deemer willed his church to enjoy in defining doctrine 
concerning faith or morals. (Vatican I Statement on Pa-
pal Infallibility) 
  
Actually, only twice in the history of our Church has the 
Holy Father by himself exercised the charism of infalli-
bility:  
 Pope Pius IX pronounced the dogma of the Immac-

ulate Conception (1854)  
 Pius XII pronounced the dogma of the Assumption 

(1950).  
 
Interestingly, in both cases, these beliefs were long held 
by the Church, but after seeing the crisis of faith in the 
world and after polling the bishops, the Holy Father in 
both instances decided to put forth a truth to bolster the 
faith of the people. 
 
This month on August 15th we celebrate the Feast of 
the Assumption (Holy Day of Obligation) with Mass at 
9am and 7pm. 

CAKESUCRAVE 
 

By Lalaine  (907) 365-9883 

Bartoleme Estaban Murillo 
Ca 1660 
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http://www.hraak.com
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STEPS TO GETTING  YOUR CHILD BAPTIZED AT ST. ANDREW 
 

 Contact Deacon Mark@ deaconmark@mtaonline.net  
 

If this is your first child to be baptized at St. Andrew you will need to take a class. Once you have received instruction 
your baptism will be scheduled. Usual times for baptism are during or after the weekend Mass. 

Pamphlets, Flyers, Posters 
Anything to be displayed in the church must be ap-
proved in the office. Please stop by the office so that 
we may run the items by the pastor before they are 
displayed.  Anything that is not OK’d will be taken 
down. Help us assure that what is displayed is ap-
propriate and theologically correct. Thank you! 

Comfort and Accessibility: 
   Accessible Restrooms available in the halls off the nar-

thex. 
   Ladies’ and Family Restrooms on the North side, 

Men’s restroom on the South side. 
   Seating for Wheelchairs available in the front of the 

Nave. 
   If you have difficulty approaching the altar for com-

munion, please tell an usher, and communion will be 
brought to you. 

   A limited number of assisted-hearing devices are avail-
able; ask an usher for assistance. 

Babysitting is available during the 10 am 
Mass  on Sundays. 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
 

Stop by the Welcome table to register and find out 
more about St. Andrew Parish! You can also register 
online at our website www.aksaintandrews.org 

All children must be supervised by their  parents at 
all times while on parish property.  As always, our ush-
ers are on hand during Mass to render assistance. 

Please join us for coffee and doughnuts  
after Sunday morning Mass! 

Welcome! 

Sacrament Corner—Congratulations 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Classes for those interested in becoming Catholic begins in September. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the name given to the instruction and discernment program for those who would like to receive the sacra-
ment of Confirmation in the Church. The classes meet every Sunday beginning with the 10 am Mass and finish 
around noon.  The program leads to Confirmation and reception into the Church at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy  
Saturday. Please contact Deacon Mark  (deaconmark@mtaonline.net ) or the office if you would like to learn more.  
 

Infallibility of the Church—Pastoral  Corner 

Miscellaneous 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT : Help is available—Have you or someone you know been sexually or physically abused?  
Contact:  Office of Children’s Services  1-800-478-4444 
                Adult Protective Services      1-800-478-9996 
                STAR Standing Together Against Rape 907-276-7273 
                Archdiocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator 907-297-7786 

BAPTISM:  
None this month.  

To understand the infallibility of the church, you must understand truth. The most basic definition of truth is the 
conformity of the intellect with what the thing actually is. That is objective truth. If one’s perception does not con-
form to what actually is, then one is in error and it is not truth. 

As Catholics, we believe in an absolute, immutable truth rooted in God. This truth has been perfectly revealed in 
Christ, for He is the Word who became flesh (Jn 1:14), and "the way, and the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6). Jesus 
also promised the Apostles that He would send the Holy Spirit, whom He identified as the Spirit of Truth, who 
would instruct them in everything and remind them of all that He had revealed (cf. Jn 14:17, 26). 

The teachings of the church (dogma) are based on scripture and tradition. The dogma of the church is truth re-
vealed by God and is proposed by the church to its faithful with the obligation of believing it. It is contained in 
scripture (the written word of God) and in the tradition of the church. Tradition is that par t of God’s re-
vealed word which is not contained in Sacred Scripture. The Magisterium is the special teaching authority of the 
Church itself. This teaching authority resides only within the Pope and Catholic bishops. It teaches via two meth-
ods. The solemn or extraordinary Magisterium (infallible) and the ordinary and universal (papal pronouncements, 
statements of bishops, catechisms, homilies, etc.). 

Our Lord entrusted His teachings to the Apostles—in particular to St. Peter, the first pope—and their successors. 
"The task of authentically interpreting the Word of God, whether in its written form or in that of tradition, has 
been entrusted only to those charged with the Church's living magisterium, whose authority is exercised in the 
name of Jesus Christ" (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Vatican II No. 10). 
 

In order for this to be done Christ granted the church the charism of infallibility in faith and morals. It is the magis-
terium’s ability to know the truth of God and to teach it without error. According to James F. Keating Professor of 
Theology at Providence College, RI  “The charism of infallibility is understood as protecting the church from er-
ror, not guaranteeing the church knows the full truth..."Basically, the argument is, no matter how evil a pope was 
— and there were a lot who were evil — none led the church into doctrinal error." 

The exercise of the charism of infallibility ordinarily occurs during an ecumenical council (a formal meeting of all 
of the bishops with the Holy Father). The teachings and dogmas of the church have been laid out in the Ecumeni-
cal councils of the past 2 centuries ( i.e. Council of Trent, Nicea, Lateran, Vatican) by the magisterium. At the 1st 
Vatican council the dogma of the infallibility of the church in her definitions of faith and morals was ecumenically 
formulated .The infallibility of the pope was also defined.  
 

When the Pope teaches infallibly, he is said to speak ex cathedra (“from the chair”), meaning by the authority giv-
en to the office of Pope by our Lord. There have been only two infallible extraordinary papal definitions --Pope 
Pius IX's definition of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, and Pope Pius XII's definition of the Assumption of 
Mary . 
 

When the Pope and/or the Bishops issue a teaching (ordinary magisterium) on a moral issue, the Church respects it 

as a true teaching guided by the Holy Spirit even though it is not technically declared “infallible” and it is expected 
to be received and believed as such.  

HOLY MATRIMONY  
 

July 20, 2019: 
Rebekah Miller and Christopher Cuaresma 

http://www.aksaintandrews.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_IX
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Listen to Catholic Radio on  

KHRM, 94.1 FM Anchorage 

Aluminum Cans:  A large collection box 
can be found near the dumpster. Note: This 
box is for aluminum only, no plastic. 

 
Egg Cartons:  We save one dozen size 
egg cartons for the Food Bank.  Place them 
(and non-perishable food donations) in the 
God Box by the Men’s  
Restroom. 

CATHOLIC  NETFLIX! —Formed.org 
Your parish has gifted you with free unlimited access 
to the best eBooks, talks, and videos in the Church to-
day. Register at www.formed.org 
 

Footprints of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter 
 

Parishioner code: 8MZ8B4 

MOVING/ADDRESS CHANGES? 
 

Are you moving or planning to move? If so, please let 
the parish office know in advance so we can change or 
stop mailing your offering envelopes. This saves post-
age.  

Kids’ Corner—Assumption Tech Corner/ Miscellaneous Information 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
 

If you wish to stop getting contribution envelopes please 
email the parish secretary at  
parishsecretary@aksaintandrews.org and she will remove 
you from the mailings. And if you are not receiving them 
and wish to, contact her at the above email. 

LOOKING FOR EWTN?  
www.ewtn.com  

 

Tune in to any of the following channels:              
GCI 122       Dishnet 261 
MTA-DTV 67  DirectTV 370 
Copies of the EWTN programming schedules are 
placed in the Bulletin quarterly. EWTN Catholic tel-
evision and radio has an App for the iPhone, iPad 
and Android phones. 

ASSUMPTION PARFAITS 
Ingredients: 
 Cool Whip 
 2 packages Berry Blue Jello 
 2 cups ice 
 Parfait glasses ; or any clear containers that you can see 

through 
 
Using both boxes of Jello, follow the directions on the back for 
Quick Set jello, doubling the amounts, of course. Stir the ice 
around in the bowl for about 5 minutes until the jello has thick-
ened and remove any left over ice that didn’t melt. It should be 
jelled enough to scoop out on a spoon. 
 
Start by placing a few spoonfuls of Jello in the bottom of your 
parfait glass, then take your Cool Whip and drop in a spoonful or 
two and press it against the side of the glass. This is going to form 
your cloud in the sky. 

STAMPS & POSTMARKS:  A box is in the coat room 
for all cancelled stamps you may have. They are sent to 
the retired SSSF Sisters in Wisconsin where they are 
prepared for selling to stamp collectors. The revenue 
they receive helps maintain their convent. 

YURT CAMPAIGN!—Upon recognizing the need for more meeting space at the parish we are campaigning for a 
Yurt! The challenges of formation and youth programming (being constantly interrupted and classes meeting in hall-
ways and multi-use space) have brought to attention the need for space designated for youth, but to be shared with the 
parish community. We are seeking your ideas for funding through grants, sponsorships, donations from organizations 
and businesses and other funding sources you might have in mind.  
 

The Goal: A 40-foot Yurt, 1,250 square feet, fully insulated (4 Season) which accommodates up to 100 people 
Estimated cost: $60,000  
Funding Sources: We need your ideas! 
Grants 
Corporate Donations 
Matching Funds 
Fundraisers  
AmazonSmile: St Andrews Parish of the Archdiocese of Anchorage  
Facebook Fundraiser (coming soon) 
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MOMS 

 
Summer Meetings/Hikes ! 
 
For more please contact: Donabelle Shepherd   
702.994.9269 
donabelle@gmail.com 

Religious Education 

Prayer Requests 

Financial Highlights 

NEEDS IN THE EAGLE RIVER COMMUNITY 
    

LOVE INC--Our Mission is to mobilize the Church to  
transform lives and communities in the Name of Christ. If 
you are in need of help, please call  907-726-5683.  
 

Please Help: 
10021001 Senior grandmother suffering with heart disease  
is needing to relocate.  She is needing assistance with a  
deposit to move to a new location.  I am asking for $500  
to assist her in this move .  Nothing is too small to go  
towards this need.  Please pray for her health and strength  
to move forward.  We continue to work with her on  
other needs; our goal is to get her reconnected in our  
community.  She does not have transportation but she  
can drive.   
 

Our organization needs your contribution of volunteers,  
finances and donations to better serve our community. Can 
you contribute?  Please call 250-1735 and let us know. 
www.loveincofeagleriver.org 

 

Please donate to the Good Samaritan Fund: $5, $10 or $20 
month. This money will help our neighbors with utilities or 
gas cards. Please mail your donations to:  
           

LOVE INC. 

Please Pray For:  the homeless and all who need shelter  JF diagnosed with breast cancer—successfulsurgery 
Casey familyT.B.who is recovering from colon cancer an end to abortion  Anastasia, Charna,Susie, Beth, D, 
Thelma and all those with cancer JJ to repent Emery Clare House & it’s residents everyone we know and will 
ever know a sleepover 
 

In Thanksgiving For:Answered prayers  

SPRED   
(Special Religious Development)  

JESUS SAYS TO YOU TODAY, “I CALL YOU FRIEND” 
 

SPRED builds a community of Faith welcoming persons 
with developmental disabilities, so that they may find 
spiritual nourishment and opportunities to give glory to 
God.  If you know someone who would benefit from 
this type of formation, or you want to volunteer for this 
most rewarding ministry please stop in the office or con-
tact Mattie Lemaire (parish chairperson) 726-1865 or 

email:  spred.saintandrew@gmail.com    

 
 

Margaret C. Holtz 
Director of Youth Ministry and Faith Formation 
734.417.9059 | www.aksaintandrews.org  

 

 

Make sure to check out 
facebook for the most 
current happenings! 

 

Enjoy this glorious  

Summer! 
 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Fishers of Men: Monday nights 
7pm in the Conference 
Room. We  are 
currently studying the 
Gospel of Luke. If anyone is inter-

One Bread, One Body 
 

Last month 
cumulative 

Current  
cumulative 

Goal % of goal  

Total Pledged $26,911 $  37151 $ 102,980 36% 

Total Paid $ 18,497 $ 27445 $ 102,980 26% 

# of parishioners 74 91 909 10 % 

Office Location: 
11940 Business Blvd. 
Eagle River, AK  99577  

Rev. Gracie Jackson 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 770833 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

Our Annual Partnership Backpack Giveaway 
will be August 10th. Donations accepted thru 
Aug 9th at church. 
 
Please donate these items to the God Box: 
*15 Backpacks *15 Tissue Boxes 
*25 Glue Sticks*10 White Glue,*10 Binders 
*10 pairs of scissors *5 Crayon Boxes  
*100 Pocket Folders *20 Notebook Dividers 
*20 packs of Notebook Paper,  
*20 Composition Books  *30 Rulers,  
*20 pkgs of Markers,  
*20 Pencil Pouches *20 Erasers 
*2 Coats 
 

For more information, please contact  
Virginia at 632-0272 

Read your Bible in the sunshine! 

          St. Andrew Catholic Church

          Offertory -  June  2019

Building Fund

Offertory & Debt Reduction Total

Given at Masses* 42,788.00$           7,370.00$                     50,158.00$     

Given On-line 26,469.00$           5,700.00$                     32,169.00$     

Earthquake Repair 28,892.09$           28,892.09$     

Total 98,149.09$           13,070.00$                  111,219.09$   

* Includes Ascention
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          KNIGHTLY NEWS 

                                                                                 OUTREACH & SUPPORT 
Bereavement Support   Parish Office—694-2170 
Communion to the Homebound  Parish Office—694-2170 
Love INC     Virginia Marquez—632-0272 
Elizabeth Ministry    Jo Martin—688-4882 
St. Andrew Meal Ministry   Barbara Peters—696-4164 
Respect Life Ministry   Rashae Johnson 854-2997 
Single Parent Fellowship   Ann Marie Mabry— 227-4516 
Home Visits     Rita Montella—(907) 982-2369 
Hospital Visits    Joe Beaty—770-2300   694-3104 
Prayer Chain                                                       Jacki Augustine—694-4771 

Because of HIPAA laws, parishioners need to notify us if going  
to the hospital. Remember to request the Anointing of the Sick before surgery!  Call the parish at 694-2170. 

More Church Ministries Infallibility of the Church 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Prayer shawls are knitted or crocheted 
with love and compassion. The prayer 
shawl ministry reaches out to those in 
need of comfort and solace, as well as 
celebration and joy. 
  

The Ministry meets the 2nd and 3rd 
Monday of the Month in the Ladies Dressing Room.      
Contact Dolores @ 726-5345. 

LADIES GROUP 
 

The Ladies of St. Andrew Parish will 
meet on Saturday, August 10, 2019, 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. If you are a lady 
of the parish (from Jr. High on up), this 
group is for you! This is a wonderful op-
portunity for us to get to know each oth-
er and support each other. The August meeting will start 
with a potluck brunch during regular business and con-
clude with a baby shower for Charis Cordes  

The 2020 Fraternal year is off to a good start and we have many exciting projects on our plate. The Bear Paw Parade 
Marshaling and Chinooks Team Feed resulted in a reconrd number of Knights stepping up to make a difference for 
the folks in Chugiak/Eagle River.   Please take a moment to check out what we are doing and pitch in where you 
can.  http://council9830.com/  
  
 13 Aug General Membership Meeting 1900 MOG. POC WGK Raymond 240-2269 · 
 27 Aug  Officers meeting/Social (Location needed) Is this your month to step up and host in your home?   
      Contact WGK Raymond 240-2269 
 30 Aug Beans Cafe POC Brotehr Christopher Smith 691-5523 
 2 Sep   Labor day BBQ after 10 AM Mass POC Needed· 
 14 Sep Sunday Scholarship Breakfasts starting up again, POC Brother Bill Galligan 903-4636 
 10 Sep General Membership Meeting 1900 MOG. POC WGK Raymond 240-2269  
 24 Sep  Officers meeting/Social (Location TBD) Is this your month to step up and host in your home? Contact 

WGK Raymond 240-2269 
 2 Sep   Labor day BBQ after 10 AM Mass POC Needed· 
 
2019 dues are overdue.   List posted on the KofC Bulletin Board across from the men's room. Please contact the 
WGK or WFS and fix it!  If you wish to be removed from our rolls  contact the Grand Knight Raymond Brady  240-
2269   or WFS Al Dordan 696-7783 Creation@mtaonline.net for information on how to accomplish. Copies of pay-
ment/removal form letters are available. Contact any officer. 

PAPAL INFALLIBILITY https://www.catholic.com/tract/papal-infallibility    
The Catholic Church’s teaching on papal infallibility is one that is generally misunderstood by those outside the Church. In particular, Funda-
mentalists and other “Bible Christians” often confuse the charism of papal “infallibility” with “impeccability.” They imagine Catholics believe 
the pope cannot sin. Others, who avoid this elementary blunder, think the pope relies on some sort of amulet or magical incantation when an 
infallible definition is due. 
Given these common misapprehensions regarding the basic tenets of papal infallibility, it is necessary to explain exactly what infallibility 
is not. Infallibility is not the absence of sin. Nor is it a charism that belongs only to the pope. Indeed, infallibility also belongs to the body of 
bishops as a whole, when, in doctrinal unity with the pope, they solemnly teach a doctrine as true. We have this from Jesus himself, who prom-
ised the apostles and their successors the bishops, the magisterium of the Church: “He who hears you hears me” (Luke 10:16). 
Vatican II’s Explanation—Vatican II explained the doctrine of infallibility as follows: “Although the individual bishops do not enjoy the pre-
rogative of infallibility, they can nevertheless proclaim Christ’s doctrine infallibly. This is so, even when they are dispersed around the world, 
provided that while maintaining the bond of unity among themselves and with Peter’s successor, and while teaching authentically on a matter 
of faith or morals, they concur in a single viewpoint as the one which must be held conclusively. This authority is even more clearly verified 
when, gathered together in an ecumenical council, they are teachers and judges of faith and morals for the universal Church. Their definitions 
must then be adhered to with the submission of faith” (Lumen Gentium 25). 
Infallibility belongs in a special way to the pope as head of the bishops (Matt. 16:17–19; John 21:15–17). As Vatican II remarked, it is a char-
ism the pope “enjoys in virtue of his office, when, as the supreme shepherd and teacher of all the faithful, who confirms his brethren in their 
faith (Luke 22:32), he proclaims by a definitive act some doctrine of faith or morals. Therefore his definitions, of themselves, and not from the 
consent of the Church, are justly held irreformable, for they are pronounced with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, an assistance promised to 
him in blessed Peter.” 
The infallibility of the pope is not a doctrine that suddenly appeared in Church teaching; rather, it is a doctrine that was implicit in the early 
Church. It is only our understanding of infallibility that has developed and been more clearly understood over time. In fact, the doctrine of in-
fallibility is implicit in these Petrine texts: John 21:15–17 (“Feed my sheep . . . ”), Luke 22:32 (“I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail”), and Matthew 16:18 (“You are Peter . . . ”). 

BASED ON CHRIST’S MANDATE 
Christ instructed the Church to preach everything he taught (Matt. 28:19–20) and promised the protection of the Holy Spirit to “guide you into 
all the truth” (John 16:13). That mandate and that promise guarantee the Church will never fall away from his teachings (Matt. 16:18, 1 Tim. 
3:15), even if individual Catholics might. 
As Christians began to more clearly understand the teaching authority of the Church and the primacy of the pope, they developed a clearer un-
derstanding of the pope’s infallibility. This development of the faithful’s understanding has its clear beginnings in the early Church.  In the fifth 
century, Augustine succinctly captured the ancient attitude when he remarked, “Rome has spoken; the case is concluded” (Sermons 131, 10). 

SOME CLARIFICATIONS 
An infallible pronouncement—whether made by the pope alone or by an ecumenical council—usually is made only when some doctrine has 
been called into question. Most doctrines have never been doubted by the large majority of Catholics. 
Pick up a catechism and look at the great number of doctrines, most of which have never been formally defined. But many points have been 
defined, and not just by the pope alone. There are, in fact, many major topics on which it would be impossible for a pope to make an infallible 
definition without duplicating one or more infallible pronouncements from ecumenical councils or the ordinary magisterium (teaching authori-
ty) of the Church. 
Some ask how popes can be infallible if some of them lived scandalously. This objection, of course, illustrates the common confusion between 
infallibility and impeccability. There is no guarantee that popes won’t sin or give bad example. 
Other people wonder how infallibility could exist if some popes disagreed with others. This, too, shows an inaccurate understanding of infalli-
bility, which applies only to solemn, official teachings on faith and morals, not to disciplinary decisions or even to unofficial comments on faith 
and morals. A pope’s private theological opinions are not infallible; only what he solemnly defines is considered to be infallible teaching. 
What infallibility does do is prevent a pope from solemnly and formally teaching as “truth” something that is, in fact, error. It does not help him 
know what is true, nor does it “inspire” him to teach what is true. 

PETER NOT INFALLIBLE? 
As a biblical example of papal fallibility, Fundamentalists like to point to Peter’s conduct at Antioch, where he refused to eat with Gentile 
Christians in order not to offend certain Jews from Palestine (Gal. 2:11–16). For this Paul rebuked him. Did this demonstrate papal infallibility 
was non-existent? Not at all. Peter’s actions had to do with matters of discipline, not with issues of faith or morals. Furthermore, the problem 
was Peter’s actions, not his teaching. Paul acknowledged that Peter very well knew the correct teaching (Gal. 2:12–13). 
Fundamentalists must also acknowledge that Peter did have some kind of infallibility—they cannot deny that he wrote two infallible epistles of 
the New Testament while under protection against writing error. So, if his behavior at Antioch was not incompatible with this kind of infallibil-
ity, neither is bad behavior contrary to papal infallibility in general. 
It is simple enough to point out that the New Testament shows the apostles setting up, after their Master’s instructions, a visible organization, 
and that every Christian writer in the early centuries—in fact, nearly all Christians until the Reformation—fully recognized that Christ set up an 
ongoing organization. One example of this ancient belief comes to us from Ignatius of Antioch. In his second-century letter to the church in 
Smyrna, he wrote, “Wherever the bishop appears, let the people be there; just as wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church” (Letter 
to the Smyrnaeans, 8, 1 [A.D. 110]). 
If Christ did set up such an organization, he must have provided for its continuation, for its easy identification and, since he would be gone 
from earth, for some method by which it could preserve his teachings intact. All this was accomplished through the apostolic succession of 
bishops, and the preservation of the Christian message, in its fullness, was guaranteed through the gift of infallibility, of the Church as a whole. 
It is the Holy Spirit who prevents the pope from officially teaching error, and this charism follows necessarily from the existence of the Church 
itself. If, as Christ promised, the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church then it must be protected from fundamentally falling into error 
and thus away from Christ. It must prove itself to be a perfectly steady guide in matters pertaining to salvation. 
Of course, infallibility does not include a guarantee that any particular pope won’t “neglect” to teach the truth, or that he will be sinless, or that 
mere disciplinary decisions will be intelligently made. It would be nice if he were omniscient or impeccable, but his not being so will fail to 
bring about the destruction of the Church. 
But he must be able to teach rightly, since instruction for the sake of salvation is a primary function of the Church. For men to be saved, they 
must know what is to be believed. They must have a perfectly steady rock to build upon and to trust as the source of solemn Christian teaching. 
And that’s why papal infallibility exists. 

           

http://council9830.com/
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SANDWICHES FOR  
BROTHER FRANCIS SHELTER  

 

On August 25th  after the Sunday morning 
Mass, Robyn will be taking sandwiches to 
the homeless at the Brother Francis Shelter. 
If you can help by making sandwiches, please have 
them at the church by 11:30 am. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Robyn at 229-8439.  Thanks for your 
continued generosity. 

Stewardship 

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
 

Do you have crutches, braces, wheel chairs, padding, 
bandaging materials, or non-prescription medical  sup-
plies or ointments that you would like to donate?   Con-
tact Paula or Raymond @ 694-2415 for pickup. 

SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

This group is composed of people who have suffered the 
loss of a loved one to suicide. It is facilitated by trained 
volunteers and is there to help its participants to help 
heal from the pain and loss. This is an open group that 
will meet twice a month to discuss issues and problems 
related to the suicide of their loved one and help them to 
integrate this loss into their life.  
 

Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M in Eagle River. Please call 
before first visit: 907-696-5229. There is no cost.  

August Calendar 

The Armed Services YMCA of Alaska is looking for 
volunteers to serve in the military courtesy lounge at the 
Ted Stevens International Airport. Contact: 
                            Sarah Riffer, Executive Director 
      ASYMCA OF ALASKA 
      PO Box 6272, JBER, AK 99506 
      (P) 907 552 9622  (F) 907 552 4651 
      www.asymca.org/alaska/ 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES CHANCERY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Cindy Lentine / 907-222-7309 / clentine@cssalaska.org  

 

Below are the currently needs at Catholic Social Services.    
 

PREGNANCY SUPPORT AND ADOPTION SERVICES: Currently has the need of diapers newborn to size 5.  
 Please drop off donations at Catholic Social Services at 3710 East 20th Avenue.  Thank you! 
 

CLARE HOUSE:   Currently has a great need of:Liquid Detergent ,Toilet paper,Bath towels,Twin size fitted sheets, 
  Tooth paste, shampoo and conditioner , Soap/bath wash, Size 5 & 6 diapers  
 Please drop off donations at the shelter, located at 4110 Spenard Road. Thank YOU! 
Meal Teams Coordinator – This coordinator maintains a monthly calendar that indicates the meal provider for each 
day of the month and maintains current contact information for each meal provider point of contact. The coordinator 
emails the upcoming month’s calendar, as a reminder, to the Clare House Call contact approximately one week before 
their scheduled meal day. The coordinator also notifies the CSS Community Engagement Manager and Clare House 
Program Director when a new opening is available. 
 

FAMILY DISABILITY SERVICES: Currently need activity gift cards for any kid activity: Fair Tickets, Movies,  
             H2Oasis, Bowling, Museum Zoo, Trampoline Park Bouncing Bears Dave & Busters, Mini-golf, etc.   
 Please drop off donations at Catholic Social Services at 3710 East 20th Avenue.  Thank YOU!  

Subject Start Date Start Time Location

Thursday Mass 8/1/2019 9:00 AM

Altar Server Training 8/1/2019 6:00 PM Sacristy

BS Troop 229 8/1/2019 7:00 PM Narthex

Friday AM Mass 8/2/2019 9:00 AM Nave

1st Friday Rosary 8/2/2019 6:30 PM Nave

Confessions 8/3/2019 3:30 PM Confessional

Vigil Mass 8/3/2019 5:30 PM

Sunday AM Mass 8/4/2019 10:00 AM Nave

Sunday PM Mass 8/4/2019 7:00 PM Nave

Monday Communion Service 8/5/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Tuesday Mass 8/6/2019 9:00 AM

Summer Religious Movie 8/6/2019 10:00 AM LDR

Wed AM Mass 8/7/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Thursday Mass 8/8/2019 9:00 AM

BS Troop 229 8/8/2019 7:00 PM Narthex

Friday AM Mass 8/9/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Ladies Group 8/10/2019 10:30 AM Narthex

Confessions 8/10/2019 3:30 PM Confessional

Vigil Mass 8/10/2019 5:30 PM

Sunday AM Mass 8/11/2019 10:00 AM Nave

Sunday PM Mass 8/11/2019 7:00 PM Nave

Monday Communion Service 8/12/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Prayer Shawl Group 8/12/2019 7:00 PM LDR

Tuesday Mass 8/13/2019 9:00 AM

Summer Religious Movie 8/13/2019 10:00 AM LDR

Catechists Meeting 8/13/2019 6:30 PM Narthex

Knights of Columbus General Meeting8/13/2019 7:00 PM MOG

Wed AM Mass 8/14/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Clare House Pick Up 8/14/2019 11:00 AM MDR

Assumption Mass--9 am 8/15/2019 9:00 AM

BS Troop 229 8/15/2019 7:00 PM Narthex

Assumption Mass--7 pm 8/15/2019 7:00 PM Nave

Subject Start Date Start Time Location

Friday AM Mass 8/16/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Confessions 8/17/2019 3:30 PM Confessional

Vigil Mass 8/17/2019 5:30 PM

Sunday AM Mass 8/18/2019 10:00 AM Nave

Sunday PM Mass 8/18/2019 7:00 PM Nave

Monday Communion Service 8/19/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Prayer Shawl Group 8/19/2019 7:00 PM LDR

Tuesday Mass 8/20/2019 9:00 AM

Summer Religious Movie 8/20/2019 10:00 AM LDR

Liturgy Committee Mtg 8/20/2019 6:30 PM CR

Wed AM Mass 8/21/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Boy Scout Committee Meeting 8/21/2019 7:00 PM Conference Room

Thursday Mass 8/22/2019 9:00 AM

BS Troop 229 8/22/2019 7:00 PM Narthex

Friday AM Mass 8/23/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Confessions 8/24/2019 3:30 PM Confessional

Vigil Mass 8/24/2019 5:30 PM

Sunday AM Mass 8/25/2019 10:00 AM Nave

Brother Francis Sandwich P/U 8/25/2019 11:30 AM MDR

Sunday PM Mass 8/25/2019 7:00 PM Nave

Monday Communion Service 8/26/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Ladies Board Mtg 8/26/2019 6:30 PM LDR

Tuesday Mass 8/27/2019 9:00 AM

Summer Religious Movie 8/27/2019 10:00 AM LDR

Wed AM Mass 8/28/2019 9:00 AM Nave

SPRED 8/28/2019 6:30 PM Church

Thursday Mass 8/29/2019 9:00 AM

BS Troop 229 8/29/2019 7:00 PM Narthex

Friday AM Mass 8/30/2019 9:00 AM Nave

Confessions 8/31/2019 3:30 PM Confessional

Vigil Mass 8/31/2019 5:30 PM

A STATEMENT OF INFALLIBILITY 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

http://www.asymca.org/alaska/
mailto:clentine@cssalaska.org

