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Former legislator 
Monroe dies at 65 

By TONY LEYS 
REGISTER STAFF WRITER 

Services were held Wednesday 
for William Monroe Jr., 65, a 
former state lawmaker remem­
bered for standing up for the 
common man. 

Mr. Monroe, 65, died Saturday of 
a stroke at Mercy Medical Center 
in Des Moines. 

"He was an outstanding legisla­
tor," said Dale Cochran, who was 
House speaker while Mr. Monroe 
was a Democratic state represen­
tative in the 1970s. "He was some­
one I could trust- someone we all 
could trust." 

Mr. Monroe, a pharmacist, rep­
resented his hometown of Burl­
ington at the Statehouse. Cochran 
remembered his friend's activism 
on issues of human services and 
land conservation. 

Mr. Monroe led the House State 
Government Committee, and he 
made headlines for leading an in­
vestigation into allegations of mis­
use of Iowa National Guard money. 

He also spoke up when he be­
lieved public officials were abusing 
their authority. At one point, he 
asked why the attorney general 
was riding around in a state-owned 
Cadillac, which had been 

confiscated in a drug raid. "I'm not 
being vindictive," he said, "but 
there are limits." 

"Who is this fellow, Monroe?" 
the attorney gen~al replied when 
he heard about the questions. 
"Doesn't his pharmacy need him? 
Why is he picking on me?" 

Monroe had owned a drugstore 
in Burlington and also worked in 
Dubuque, Oelwein, Fort Madison, 
Keokuk and Van Meter. He had 
lived in Urbandale for several 
years. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Marilyn; two daughters, Lisa 
Beeding of Kansas City, Kan., and 
Melinda Monroe of Burlington; 
two sons, Cliffonl of Severna Park, 
Md., and William III of West Burl­
ington; three stepsons, Steve Lar­
son of Urbandale, Jeff Larson of 
Des Moines and Greg Larson of 
Ghana, Africa; a brother, Edward 
of Peoria, Ill. ; a sister, Mary Keever 
of Gladstone, Ill.; 15 grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Iowa Pharmacy 
Association. 
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Individual Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index 

Search Results 

Select record to download - Maximum: 50 

D William MONROE JR 
Birth Date: 24 Jan 1938 
Death Date: 23 Aug 2003 
Social Security Number: 478-36-5788 
State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Iowa 

Death Residence Localities 
ZIP Code: 
Localities: 

50322 
Des Moines, Polk, Iowa 
Lovington, Polk, Iowa 
Urbandale, Polk, Iowa 
Windsor Heights, Polk, Iowa 

Return to search results Prepare selected records for download 

This data is only accurate as of 1 Sep 2011 . 

The information on this printout is from the United States government records and is in the public domain. No claim to copyright is expressed or 
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