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Executive Summary 

 

This report identifies export certificates issued by recognized U.S. government authorities to comply 

with Canadian import standards and regulations or to attest that the product is subject to U.S. 

government regulation.  It is an update to the Food and Agricultural Importation Regulation Report 

(FAIRS) Export Certificate Report submitted in December 2012 as CA12050.  This is not intended as a 

compendium of Canadian import requirements but rather as a supplement to the Food and Agricultural 

Importation Regulation Report (FAIRS) submitted in July 2012 as CA 12030.  It was prepared by the 

Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service in Ottawa, Canada for U.S. 

exporters of domestic food and agricultural products.  While every possible care was taken in the 

preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies 

have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was 

not available.  It is strongly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements 

at: 

 

Automated Import Reference System (AIRS) of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/imp/airse.shtml 

 

U.S. companies may consult with their Canadian customers to ensure the product meets complete 

compliancy.  FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE 

IMPORTING COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER 

OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.   

 

Table A.  List of All Export Certificates Required By Government (Matrix):  
 

Product(s) Name of 

Certificate 

Purpose/Attestation Issuing  

Authority 

Authority 

Requiring 

Certificate  

Legal 

Reference 

Electronic 

Copy 

Attached 

All NAFTA 

Certificate of 

Origin 

CBP, form 434 

To claim 

preferential tariff 

treatment 

Bureau of 

Customs and 

Border 

Protection 

Canada Border 

Service 

Agency(CBSA) 

NAFTA YES 

Bison 

(Buffalo) 

USDA  

Beef Export 

Verification 

(EV) Program  

Certificate 

To attest to 

eligibility to export 

beef to Canada 

Agricultural 

Marketing 

Service(AMS) 

Canadian Food 

Inspection 

Agency 

(CFIA) 

Meat 

Inspection 

Regulations 

NO 

Meat and 

Poultry 

Products 

FSIS 

Form 9135-3, 

Certificate for 

Export of Meat 

and Poultry 

Products to 

Canada 

Product Safety and 

Wholesomeness 

Food Safety 

and Inspection 

Service (FSIS) 

CFIA Meat 

Inspection 

Regulations 

YES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live 

Animals, 

Honeybees 

Animal Health 

Export 

Certificate 

VS Form 17-140 

Animal Health Animal and 

Plant Health 

Inspection 

Service 

(APHIS) 

CFIA Animal 

Health 

Regulations 

YES 

Plant and 

Plant 

Products 

Phytosanitary 

Certificate 

PPQ Form 572 

Plant Health, 

Freedom from Pests 

APHIS CFIA Plant Health 

Regulations 

YES 

 

 

 

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/imp/airse.shtml
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Product(s) Name of 

Certificate 

Purpose/Attestation Issuing  

Authority 

Authority 

Requiring 

Certificate  

Legal 

Reference 

 

Electronic 

Copy 

Attached 

Fresh 

Apples, 

Onions, 

Potatoes  

Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetable 

Inspection 

Certificate  

FV-300 

Grading and Quality AMS CFIA Fresh Fruit 

and 

Vegetable 

Regulations 

NO 

 

 

 

Fish and 

Seafood 

National 

Oceanic and 

Atmospheric 

Administration 

(NOAA) 

Inspection 

Certificate 

Vessel And Plant 

Sanitation, Product 

Inspection, Grading, 

Safety And 

Wholesomeness 

NOAA none Voluntary NO 

Other 

Foods 

U.S. Food Drug 

Agency (FDA) 

Certificate of 

Export 

The Food is 

Regulated by FDA  

FDA Not a 

requirement of 

entry 

N/A NO 

 

Section I.  Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s) 

 

NAFTA Certificate of Origin 

 

This is a trilaterally agreed upon form used by Canada, Mexico, and the United States to certify that 

goods qualify for the preferential tariff treatment accorded by NAFTA. The Certificate of Origin 

must be completed by the exporter.  A sample is provided in Appendix I, and is available at: 

http://forms.cbp.gov/pdf/CBP_Form_434.pdf  

 

All NAFTA forms require a Harmonized Schedule Tariff classification number to be noted in 

section 6 of the Certificate.  The International Trade Commission of the U.S. Government provides 

an online reference tool to assist exporters identify their HS number at:  

http://hts.usitc.gov/hts_search.asp?search_txt=tariff   

 

USDA Export Verification (EV) Program for Bison 

 

The EV certification provides the specified product requirements for marketing U.S. bison/buffalo 

to Canada.  The requirements apply to U.S. suppliers (slaughterers, fabricators, or processors) of 

bison, bison product, and bison offal items that are eligible for export to Canada as listed with the 

Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).  There is no longer an EV requirement for beef and beef 

products to Canada.  Meat and meat products derived from this species must be produced under an 

approved Agriculture Marketing Service (AMS) EV program.   The Audit, Review, and Compliance 

Branch of AMS has been assigned responsibility for reviewing and approving companies as eligible 

suppliers of meat and meat products under the USDA Export Verification (EV) Programs. 

Additional information about the EV program and a list of EV approved establishments can be 

obtained from the following websites: 

 

Specified Product Requirements for Bison - Canada 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELDEV3103514 

 

http://forms.cbp.gov/pdf/CBP_Form_434.pdf
http://hts.usitc.gov/hts_search.asp?search_txt=tariff
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELDEV3103514
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Official Listing of Eligible Suppliers to the USDA Bovine EV Programs 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRD3105269 

 

Meat and Poultry Export Certificate 

 

FSIS Form 9135-3, Certificate for Export of Meat and Poultry Products to Canada certifies that U.S. 

meat and poultry exports to Canada meet the eligibility, safety and wholesomeness requirements laid out 

in the Canadian Meat Inspection regulations for imports of meat and poultry from the United States. 

Additional information about procedures for exporting meat and poultry to Canada can be obtained at the 

following web link:  

 

Export Requirements for Canada – Meat, Natural Casings, and Poultry 

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-

requirements-by-country/Canada-Special 

 

A copy of FSIS 9135-3 and Instructions on Completing the FSIS 9135-3  

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/1ff20264-d94f-4587-a2c5-

11154785bf2d/Canada_9135_3.pdf?MOD=AJPERES 

 

Animal Health Export Certificate 

 

The animal health form certifies that specific live animals, like cattle, sheep/goats, cervidae, other 

ruminants, semen and embryos, aquatic animals, and honey bee queens must meet the animal health 

import requirements of Canada.  To obtain the electronic Animal Health Programs Manual of the Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of USDA and forms go to:  

 

APHIS – Export Regulations and Summary of Requirements for Canada 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/animal_canada.shtml 

 

Import Requirements of Canada for Honey Bee Queens from the U.S.  

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/ca_hb_us_pc.pdf 

 

Instructions on Completing the VS-Form 17-140 U.S. Origin of Health Certificate  

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/nvap_modules/Agency/AGENCY/Assets/V

S17-140_17-140Ainst_FINAL.pdf 

 

Phytosanitary Certificate 

 

A phytosanitary certificate certifies that the plants or plant products are free from quarantine pests, 

practically free from other injurious pests, and conform to the current phytosanitary regulations of 

Canada.  For further information see the electronic manuals of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS) of USDA: 

  

Export Program Manual  

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/manuals/domestic/downloads/xpm.pdf 

Plant Export Certificates and Forms 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRD3105269
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Canada-Special
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Canada-Special
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/1ff20264-d94f-4587-a2c5-11154785bf2d/Canada_9135_3.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/1ff20264-d94f-4587-a2c5-11154785bf2d/Canada_9135_3.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/animal_canada.shtml
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/ca_hb_us_pc.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/nvap_modules/Agency/AGENCY/Assets/VS17-140_17-140Ainst_FINAL.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/nvap_modules/Agency/AGENCY/Assets/VS17-140_17-140Ainst_FINAL.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/manuals/domestic/downloads/xpm.pdf
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/plant_exports/export_certificates_forms.shtml 

 

 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Inspection Certificate 

 

AMS form FV-300 certifies that U.S. fresh apples, onions, or potatoes meet Canadian import standards 

for grade and quality established in the Canadian Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations.  More 

information on grading, certification and standards please go to: 

 

Grading and Quality Certification 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=FreshPro

ductInspectionService&rightNav1=FreshProductInspectionService&topNav=&leftNav=&page=FreshFV

Grading&resultType 

 

Section II.  Other Export Certification/Accreditation Requirements 
 

NOAA Inspection Certificate 

 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Seafood Inspection Program offers a 

variety of professional inspection services which ensure compliance with all applicable food regulations. 

In addition, product quality evaluation, grading and certification services on a product lot basis are 

provided. Benefits of obtaining a certificate include the ability to apply official marks, such as the U.S. 

Grade A, Processed Under Federal Inspection (PUFI) and Lot Inspection.  Additional information on the 

Export Certification program can be obtained at the following web link: 

 

NOAA Export Certification  

http://www.seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/Export_Certification.html 

 

Food and Drug Administration 
 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration can issue a Certificate of Export, which is also referred to as a 

Certificate of Free Sale.  This certificate will generally indicate that the product is marketed in the United 

States or eligible for export and that the product is not at that time the subject of any enforcement action 

by the FDA.  Such certificates are neither guarantees nor a certification of the product's safety nor its 

quality. The Certificates of Export are issued at the request of a domestic (U.S.) company by a FDA’s 

Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) or by a state governmental authority.  

  

For more information on CFSAN, U.S. exporters are encouraged to contact the FDA export certificate 

specialists at: 

 

Export Certificate Contacts 

http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/ImportsExports/Exporting/ucm151486.htm 

 

Exporting Food Products from the United States  

http://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/importsexports/exporting/default.htm 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/plant_exports/export_certificates_forms.shtml
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=FreshProductInspectionService&rightNav1=FreshProductInspectionService&topNav=&leftNav=&page=FreshFVGrading&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=FreshProductInspectionService&rightNav1=FreshProductInspectionService&topNav=&leftNav=&page=FreshFVGrading&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateA&navID=FreshProductInspectionService&rightNav1=FreshProductInspectionService&topNav=&leftNav=&page=FreshFVGrading&resultType
http://www.seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/Export_Certification.html
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/ImportsExports/Exporting/ucm151486.htm
http://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/importsexports/exporting/default.htm
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Organic 
  

On June 17, 2009, the United States and Canada jointly announced an organics equivalency 

agreement, the first one of its kind. The equivalency agreement follows a review by both nations of 

the other’s organic certification program and a determination that products meeting the standard in 

the United States can be sold as organic in Canada, and vice versa.  

 

Producers and processors that are certified to the National Organic Program (NOP) standards by a U.S. 

Department of Agriculture accredited certifying agent do not have to become separately certified to 

the Canada Organic Product Regulation (COPR) standards in order for their products to be represented 

as organic in Canada. Likewise, Canadian organic products certified to COPR standards may be sold or 

labeled in the United States as organically produced. Both the USDA Organic seal and the Canada 

Organic Biologique logo may be used on certified products from both countries.  An overview of the 

agreement can be accessed below: 

 

Canada – US Organic Equivalence Agreement  

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/organic-products/equivalence-arrangements/us-

overview/eng/1328068925158/1328069012553 

 

Most U.S. firms choose to be certified by the NOP of the Agricultural Marketing Service of the 

USDA.  However, as noted above under the Equivalence Agreement, U.S. companies may opt to be 

directly certified to the Canadian National Organic Standards under the Canada Organic Regime.  

For more information on the U.S. and Canadian standards and programs go to: 

 

USDA - National Organic Program 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP 

 

CFIA – Organic Products and Governing Bodies  

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/fssa/orgbio/orgbioe.shtml  

   

U.S. firms are reminded that the import and sale of organic food products in Canada are governed 

by the same rules and regulations that apply to non-organic food products.  No distinction is made 

between organic and non-organic food with regard to import requirements.  Currently, all Canadian 

packaging and labeling, grade, and inspection regulations apply equally to organic and non-organic 

foods. Organic claims are required to be printed in English and French.  Please refer to the GAIN 

Exporter Guide (CA13069) for further explanation. 

  

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/organic-products/equivalence-arrangements/us-overview/eng/1328068925158/1328069012553
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/organic-products/equivalence-arrangements/us-overview/eng/1328068925158/1328069012553
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/NOP
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/fssa/orgbio/orgbioe.shtml
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Section III.  Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s) 

 

Export certificates require the attestations of an approved USDA inspector or veterinarian. U.S. exporters 

are recommended to first contact their local state agencies.  U.S. food and agricultural companies should 

be aware there may be user fees on certain commercial shipments.  Please check with the respective 

authorizing government office.  See below for the nearest contact: 

Table B.  U.S. Contact Information: 

Name of 

Certific

ate 

Issuing  

Authori

ty 

U.S. .Contact  

NAFTA 

Certific

ate of 

Origin 

CBP, 

form 

434 

 

Obtaini

ng 

Harmon

ized 

Tariff 

Classifi

cation 

 

Bureau 

of 

Custom

s and 

Border 

Protecti

on 

 

U.S. 

Depart

ment of 

Comme

rce 

http://www.nasda.org/9383/States.aspx 

 

 

https://ask.census.gov/faq.php?id=5000&faqId=605 

 

USDA  

Beef 

Export 

Verifica

tion 

(EV) 

Progra

m  

Certific

ate 

Agricul

tural 

Marketi

ng 

Service

(AMS) 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBr

anchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType= 

 

FSIS -

Form 

9135-3, 

Certific

ate for 

Export 

of Meat 

and 

Poultry 

Product

s to 

Canada 

Food 

Safety 

and 

Inspecti

on 

Service 

(FSIS) 

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/informational/districtoffices 

 

Animal 

Health 

Export 

Certific

ate 

VS 

Form 

17-140 

Animal 

and 

Plant 

Health 

Inspecti

on 

Service 

(APHIS

) 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/ 

 

http://www.nasda.org/9383/States.aspx
https://ask.census.gov/faq.php?id=5000&faqId=605
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBranchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBranchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/informational/districtoffices
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/
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Phytosa

nitary 

Certific

ate 

PPQ 

Form 

572 

APHIS http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/ 

 

Fresh 

Fruit 

and 

Vegetab

le 

Inspecti

on 

Certific

ate  

FV-300 

AMS 

Specialt

y Crops  

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBr

anchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType= 

 

 

Nationa

l 

Oceanic 

and 

Atmosp

heric 

Admini

stration 

(NOAA

) 

Inspecti

on 

Certific

ate 

NOAA http://www.seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/Regional_Offices.html 

 

 

 

U.S. 

Food 

Drug 

Agency 

(FDA) 

Certific

ate of 

Export 

FDA http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/SmallBusinessAssistance/SmallBusinessGuidetoFDA/default.htm 

 

 

 Please refer to details of certificates in Table A on page 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBranchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&rightNav1=ContactaBranchOffice&topNav=&leftNav=&page=ProcessedGradingInspectionOffices&resultType
http://www.seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/Regional_Offices.html
http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/SmallBusinessAssistance/SmallBusinessGuidetoFDA/default.htm
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Appendix I.  Electronic Copy of Selected Export Certificates  

 

Example: NAFTA Certificate of Origin  
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Example: FSIS Form 9135-3, Certificate for Export of 

 Meat and Poultry Products 
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Example: - Animal Health Export Certificate VS Form 17-140 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

 

Example: Page 1 of 4 - Animal Health Export Certificate for Aquatic Animals  
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Example: Page 2 of 4 - Animal Health Export Certificate for Aquatic Animals  
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Example: Page 3 of 4 - Animal Health Export Certificate for Aquatic Animals 
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Example: Page 4 of 4 - Animal Health Export Certificate for Aquatic Animals 
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Example:  State Application for Inspection and Certification of 

 Plants and Plant Products for Export 
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Appendix II. USDA Organic seal and the Canada Organic Biologique logo 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 


