CARR-84

Strawbridge Log Meeting House, site

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Survey No. CARR. 84

. . Magi No. 0700846027
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 . Name (indicate preferred name)
historic STRAWBRIDGE LOG MEETING HOUSE (site)
and/or common
2. Location
(MD 407)
street & number Marston Road, Approx. .4 mile west of Marston ___not for publication
city, town New Windsor X vicinity of congressional district Sixth
state Maryland county Carroll
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district —— public ____occupied _X_ agriculture —_ museum
— building(s) X private __X unoccupied ___ commercial ____park
—_ structure _____both ____work in progress — __ educational ____private residence
X _ site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment ___religious
_ object —___in process _X_ vyes: restricted —__ government ___ scientific
- being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —__ industrial ___ transportation
__Xnot applicable __ no ___ military —___other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Carroll County Courthouse Annex liber
street & number 55 N. Court St. folio
city, town Westminster, state MD

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title Carroll County Historic Sites Inventory
"~te 1970's __federal _X_state ___county ___ local
depository for survey records Mar?’-;?f‘fi Historical Tryg,

Annapolis

city, town state MD




7. Description Survey No.

CARR. 84
Condition Check one Check one
__excellent __ deteriorated ___ unaltered ____original site
- good < ruins ____ altered — __ moved date of move
— fair 2 _ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

SUMMARY: The Strawbridge Log Meeting House was built about 1764 by Robert Straw-
bridge, the first preacher of Methodism in the United States. A stone monument
was erected at the site of the church in 1914 and a State Highway Historical Mark-
er stands on Marston Road near the site. The Methodist Centenary Album states
that the log structure was almost square - 24 feet by 24 feet, three inches.

Other local histories state that the building had openings on three sides for
windows and on the fourth for a door. The artist's representation of the church
in the Methodist Centenary Album was used by the Strawbridge Shrine Association
for the 1982 replica constructed at the Strawbridge Methodist Shrine.

DESCRIPTION: The building once stood in a field approximately .4 mile west of
Marston. A State Highways Historical Marker is located on Marton Road near

the site and a stone monument was erected on the church site in 1914 which reads,
"The First Preacher of American Methodism Robert Strawbridge arrived in Frederick
County about 1760, Died 1781. On this spot stood the Log Meeting House erected
about 1764. The First Methodist Meeting House in America."

The Historical Record differs somewhat on the appearance of the building. Bowen
states that it was about 22 feet square, with openings on three sides for windows
and on the fourth for a door. He also states that it was torn down in 1820 when

a Mr. Engle used the logs to construct a barn. The authors of Methodist Centenary
Album state that they inspected the barn and measured the logs at 23 feet and 23
feet three inches, and also located from marks in the logs the locations of the
door and windows. An artist's representation from this inspection was used by

the Strawbridge Shrine Association (except that the drawing shows a weatherboard
covering and the replica has exposed logs) to construct a replica at the Straw-
bridge Shrine (CARR - 86).




8. Significance Survey No. CARR-84

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_Xreligion
-1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation —law —___science
. —1500-1599 ___ agriculture —___economics ___ literature —___ sculpture
— 1600-1699 ____ architecture —_education — military —_ social/
X 1700-1799 ____art —___engineering — _ music humanitarian
— 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —_ theater
— 1900~ ____ communications __ industry — politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ___ other (specify)
Specific dates - 1764 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: XA _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: __ A _ B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _Xnational _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

SUMMARY: The Strawbridge Log Meeting House was the first church constructed speci-
fically for Methodist worship in the United States. Robert Strawbridge had
organized a Methodist class meeting in his home about 1760. This group erected a
log meeting house, architecturally typical of log churches in this region, about
1764. 1In 1914, the Methodist Historical Association erected a stone monument

on the site of the church.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-84

Methodist Centenary Album 1766-1866. Republished by the Strawbridge Shrine As-
sociation, 1984. Bower, John. Robert Strawbridge and the Rise and Progress of
Methodism. Westminster, MD: 1856.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name ___New Windsor Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UTM References {o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Joe Getty

organization Carroll County Dept. of Planning date February 1985
street & number 225 N. Center St. telephone 848-4500
city or town Westminster state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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CARR-84 STRAWBRIDGE LOG MTG HOUSE
Carroll County, Md.

Joe Getty

February 1985

Historical marker

T;é Hist. Trust, Annapolis Md.
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CARR-84 STRAWBRIDGE LOG MEETING HSI
Carroll County, Md.

Joe Getty

February 1985

North & west elev. (cam. fac. se)
g;é Hist. Trust, Annapolis, Md.







CARR-84

Strawbridge Log Meeting House Replica, 1982
West of 2650 Strawbridge Lane, New Windsor
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006

Northeast elevation



CARR-84

Strawbridge Log Meeting House (site)

Marston Rd. (MD 407; East side), .4 mi. West of Marston
Marston Vicinity

Carroll Co, MD

USGS New Winsor Quad
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