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Q: What is your most 
memorable camping 

experience? 

"Last summer I took a 
road trip with some of my 
friends out to Yellowstone 
and we took a backpack-
ing trail about three miles 
back. We spent the night 
with a buffalo. He was just 
out there chilling. We were at our camping 
spot and we woke up in the morning and 
he was still there."

face to 
face

Conner Stapleton

"My memorable camp-
ing experience was with 
my family. We went to a 
placed owned by a friend 
of my dad in Wisconsin. 
He has his own cabin, land 
and lake view were we 
could swim. We camped out, we ate, we 
went four-wheeling, we went swimming. 
It was a nice bonding experience with my 
family and it was really cool to see all the 
stars with no light pollution in the middle 
of nowhere."

Eston Baumer

"We went house boating 
with family. In the middle 
of the night we found we 
were parked at the wrong 
camp site at Dale Hollow 
Lake (in Tennessee and 
Kentucky). We had to pack 
up all our stuff and move in the middle of 
the night in a rain storm loading up all the 
camping equipment. We were upset at the 
time but looking back it is kind of funny."

Kirk Franz

COMMUNITY

"A solo camping trip to the 
Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area. I went out of Crane 
Lake, Minn. The outfitter 
I went with has maybe a 
half dozen a year who go 
by themselves. It challeng-
es you physically and mentally. You go by 
canoe only. You are dropped off and picked 
up a week later. It was a tremendous expe-
rience but I don’t think I’d ever do it again 
by myself." 

Kevin Kerner 
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At the age 
of 6, White 
River Town-
ship Fire 
Chief Jeremy 

Pell got his first taste of what it’s like 
to be a volunteer firefighter when 
his dad took him on the job with 
him in Martinsville. For Pell, the ini-
tial appeal of firefighting was the 
excitement.

“As I got older I realized that it was 
still exciting, it was mentally chal-
lenging, it takes the ability to deal 
with people, to use my hands, but to 
also use my mind,” he says.

All excitement aside, Pell says he 
felt fortunate to serve a community 
he calls “one of the greatest” and 
makes it his personal responsibility 
to keep Center Grove safe. One of 
the ways his department achieves 
this is by keeping up with the rapid 
growth of the area and continuing 
to serve to the best of their ability. 

Pell is a native Southside resi-
dent who is actively involved with 
the community along with his wife, 
Lori, and their three sons. He has 
served multiple fire departments in 
the Indianapolis area since he was 
19 years old and says he is “blessed 
enough to come back” to the de-
partment where he started as a 
volunteer.

What has been one of your most 
gratifying moments on the job? 
These ambulances…we had one 
ambulance here that was run by a private ambulance service. We 
were able to put two ambulances in service, we’re able to do it cost-
neutral so they support themselves financially, and I know for a fact 
there are people alive in this community because we have those 
ambulances staffed with paramedics 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
The response time’s gotten better; we’re on the scene faster.  

What aspect of the job do you find most challenging? As a 
firefighter, we all want to make a difference and it’s challenging 
when those pieces don’t fall into place – when you get there a little 
too late, when there’s nothing you can do, when it really just ends 
at trying to console a family, or explain to them why we couldn’t 
get their house put out. The challenge of a fire chief is really the 
same thing. We are in a community that is growing tremendously. 
Our runs have increased 50 percent since 2012. We’re going to get 
an interstate. We’re looking at 300 homes, an apartment complex, 
the 135 corridor, interchanges, and the challenging part is keeping 
the resources we have and then trying to add firefighters to the 
street because really that’s what it boils down to. If we can’t keep 
firefighters on the street, which we’re struggling to do, then we 
can’t make a difference. It’s those boots on the ground that affects 

the lives of the people in our 
community.

What do you enjoy doing in your 
off-time? I like training dogs. I 
have two dogs that are trained on 
search and recovery and one that 
I’m working on training to be an 
arson detection dog…You give 
them a command and Luna, my 
dog’s command is “spark” and if 
she goes and sniffs that item and 
lays down she gets a reward for it. 
You do that enough times and they 
realize, ‘ok, this is my job, this is what 
I’m supposed to do.’ I’ve got a little 
dog training business and my boys 
and I are part of a non-for-profit 
search and recovery canine group...I 
love going camping with my 
family, I love my boys, I volunteer 
in the school and we go to church 
together. 

What are your future goals, 
professionally or personally? 
Professionally, this is what I see: 
this is a wonderful fire department 
that serves well. We have managed 
things very well. We’re debt free.  
We’re under budget; we have a 
balanced budget. We pay cash for 
our fire trucks and our tax rate has 
gone down. We are prepared to 
address this interstate. I hope to put 
a third ambulance in service, I hope 
to move that fire station so it’s in a 
better place, to improve response 
times... Our staffing is about 63 

percent part-time. We need to shift from part-time more toward a 
full-time fire department... We need to eventually add another fire 
company and shifting more toward a full-time department is what 
this community needs to grow at the pace of the community. 

What would you have done if you hadn’t become a firefighter? 
I probably would’ve opened up a bicycle shop. That’s kind of how 
I started; it was my first real job. It’s hard to imagine not being a 
firefighter. I started out working in an Emergency Room and I’ve 
been a firefighter for over 27 years now but I probably would have 
been biking, fitness and some kind of my own little business. (That) 
might be what I do after I retire - I might have a little dog business 
sometime…I’ve got a lot of years left.

Chief Jeremy Pell
White River Township Fire chief keeps Center Grove 

safe by keeping up with the growing community

Compiled by Haleigh Inscore

Jeremy Pell. Photo by Nicole Davis

BEHIND the 
BADGE

CG alum Emily Jones 
recognized at  

Wheaton College
Wheaton College (Ill.) 

student-athletes were rec-
ognized for their achieve-
ments during the spring 

2016 semester. Emily Jones, a member 
of the women's tennis team, was recog-
nized by the College Conference of Illi-
nois and Wisconsin as CCIW Player of the 
Week. Jones, of Greenwood, is a graduate 
of Center Grove High School. The Thun-
der women's tennis team won the 2016 
CCIW Automatic Qualifier Tournament and 
reached the first round of the NCAA Cham-
pionships. They finished the season with an 
18-2 overall record. For more information, 
visit wheaton.edu.

Center Grove’s  
VanBuskirk earn  

Girl Scout Gold Award
Gabrielle VanBuskirk has 

earned the Girl Scout Gold 
Award, the highest award a 

girl can earn in Girl Scouting. VanBuskirk es-
tablished an extracurricular school program, 
Hearts and Crafts, to address inclusion 
between students with special needs and 
mainstream students. She was recognized 
on June 4, during Girl Scouts of Central In-
diana’s Girls of Distinction event at the JW 
Marriott in Indianapolis.  

VanBuskirk’s Girl Scout Gold Award 
project sprung out of her realization that 
separate programs for students with spe-
cial needs prevented social inclusion. Her 
project sought to bridge the gap between 
mainstream students and special need 
students. Working with the local middle 
school, VanBuskirk offered Hearts and Crafts 
workshops, centering around creating art 
projects.The workshops offered students 
the opportunity to establish relationships 
in a relaxing and fun setting. VanBuskirk, a 
graduate of Center Grove High School, plans 
to study exercise science at the University of 
Evansville.

ATHLETE

SCOUTS

Yes, we want your letters
Readers of the Center Grove ICON 
are encouraged to send letters to 
the editor as often as they wish. The 
stipulations are that the letter is timely, 
focused (not more than 200 words) and 
verifiable. Please make sure to provide 
your complete name and daytime and 
evening telephone contact numbers. All 
letters are subject to editing for brevity, 
clarity and grammar. Please direct 
correspondence to: news@myICON.info.
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Center Grove News Quiz
How well do you know your Center Grove community?  

Test your current event knowledge each month with a little Q&A!

1 In recognition of 
the Fourth of July, 

Center Grove Icon’s 
cover, Faces of Freedom, 
features two local 
veterans. Judd Green says 
because of the sacrifices 

others who have donned a uniform have 
made for us, we have a responsibility to 
do what?

❏ A. �Live the best lives we can
❏ B. �Consider military service
❏ C. �Take a moment of silence before 

the fireworks
❏ D. �Pray for the safety of those 

currently serving

2 The Greenwood Freedom Festival 
is June 25. Who is the 2016 grand 

marshal?

❏ A. �Governor Mike Pence
❏ B. �Ronald McDonald
❏ C. �Mayor Mark Myers
❏ D. �The Chick-fil-A cow

3 Greenwood accountant Mike 
Wright advises that small business 

owners take a ______ first approach 
when managing their finances.

❏ A. �Employee	 ❏ B. �Expenditure
❏ C. �Charity	 ❏ D. �Profit

4 Why is Center Grove Education 
Foundation Executive Director Carla 

Johnson stepping down after four years 
of growing the organization?

❏ A. �She’s finished her four-year term
❏ B. �She no longer has a  

passion for the job
❏ C. �She achieved everything she 

wanted to achieve
❏ D. �She’s moving out of state

5 What does 2016 
Center Grove 

High School Class 
Valedictorian Bhumi Patel 
say is the biggest lesson 
she learned in school?

❏ A. �Focus on yourself before you look 
to see what others are doing

❏ B. �Start your assignments  
as early as possible

❏ C. �Listen and think before you speak
❏ D. �Learn to push yourself out of your 

comfort zone 

Answers on Page 27

Caleb Dean
@Dirtydean_85
posted on June 2

"We care so much about our 
education we needed just one 

more day @center_grove."
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The Fourth of July, as we all well know, is a celebration of this great nation’s birth — 
240 years ago Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. Since then, millions 
of citizens have donned the military uniform in service to protect the liberties and free-
dom of the United States. Countless souls have been lost, untold acts of heroism com-
mitted, all in the name of our country ‘tis of thee.

“The reason you and I can sit here, in Bargersville, Indiana, in this free country, is be-
cause our men died so we can do this,” says Judd Green, Bargersville police chief, who 
served in the Marine Corps. “We should never forget the sacrifices other people make for 
us so we can live the lives we’re living. Along with that goes the responsibility to live the 
best lives we can.”

Center Grove has more than its share of U.S. veterans who risked their lives for those 
freedoms. Here, learn the stories of two of those residents: Judd Green and Jim Girdley:

By Nicole 
Davis

Judd Green
Judd Green says it was an honor to serve his country in uniform 

– an honor which he received twice. He not only served a tour 
overseas in Vietnam from 1966 to ‘67, but again 40 years later in 
Iraq.

Judd’s father was career army, so the family moved around a 
lot. Judd graduated from Arlington High School and joined the 
Marine Corps. He went to boot camp in San Diego, infantry train-
ing. It wasn’t long before he was sent to Vietnam for a 13-month 
deployment. He was in Vietnam from 1966 to ’67, becoming a 
sergeant.  

“I tried to serve honorably in Vietnam but it does change you,” 
Judd says. “You’re never the same as you were before. It gives you 
a magnificent appreciation for life - yours and other peoples. We should be thankful for 
that.”

He continued, “I lost a number of friends who were killed in action. One group of them 
was killed by what they called then a roadside bomb. It was an IED (Improvised Explo-
sive Devise). I stayed in country until my tour was over. I decided the best way I could 
honor their memories was to live a good, honorable life. That’s what I’ve tried to do my 
whole life.”

After he returned home, he joined the Indianapolis Police Department in 1969 where 
he retired in 2000. He ran a private detective agency after retirement from 2000 to 2009. 
He was then offered a position as a law enforcement advisor with the Marine Corps, so 
long as he would give a four-year commitment to go to either Afghanistan or Iraq.

“In 2009 when the Department of Defense said if you go to Iraq or Afghanistan for a 
year, you can save young soldiers from being killed from IEDs,” he says, “I thought well, I 
couldn’t save my friends who were killed in Vietnam but I might be able to go and save 
some other sons and daughters and send them back to their families.”

He told his wife, Candee, that he was headed to his second war. He was leaving 
behind his wife, two children and seven grandchildren.

“Some of my family thought I was crazy,” he says. “My wife kissed me goodbye 
and said nothing will happen to you that God doesn’t allow to happen. She prayed 
for me and I prayed for her while I was gone, that God would take care of her and 
my family. I thought it was the right thing. It was an honor to be able to serve Amer-
ica twice in one lifetime. I don’t know how many people get that chance. People 

serve in more than one war, but maybe not so far apart.”
Judd was sent to Washington DC on April 30, 2010, then to Al Anbar Province, Iraq. 

He worked in counter insurgency.
“Iraq was like Vietnam in that the enemy many times didn’t wear uniforms,” he says. 

“My biggest challenge as an instructor for the Marine Corps, I was teaching Marines 
about finding IEDs, how to locate weapon caches, how to identify bomb builders ... 
I gave the best training I could to our Marines. I always felt very responsible for the 
young Marines and they watched over me, too.”

When he returned home to the Center Grove area, Judd served on the Marion Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department for two years. He then accepted the chief’s position at the Barg-
ersville Police Department, where he still works.

“I just want to continue to be of service,” he says. “In America today, there are too 
many people that don’t have a purpose in life. They just seem to be wandering through 
their lives. I’m in the last few chapters of my book of life. I would say to those young peo-
ple, make your life worth it. Do something that feeds your soul and gives you purpose in 
life.”

Faces
Freedom

of
Center Grove area residents Judd Green and Jim 
Girdley tell about their overseas deployments, 

including to Vietnam, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan

Above: Judd Green

Top, right: Judd 
Green is pictured with 
Jerry Ross, who both 
served together on the 
Indianapolis Police 
Department before 
joining the military to 
go to Al Anbar Province, 
Iraq.

Above & On the Cover: Judd Green is pictured, on the far left, 

after returning from patrol in Chu Lui Vietnam. Green
served in Vietnam from 1966 to 67.Profile photos by 

Nicole Davis
––––––––

Historical Photos 
were Submitted

Judd Green, Bargersville 
Police Chief, served in 

both Vietnam and Iraq 
with the Marine Corps.
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Jim Girdley
Although he realized how good American citizens have 

it before his deployment to Afghanistan, Jim Girdley says 
you recognize just how many luxuries of everyday life that 
we have after spending time in a war-torn country. He 
resided on a military base that is 5/8 of a square mile with 
one place to eat, one coffee shop and dependent on air-
craft to bring in fresh foods.

Jim has resided in Johnson County, White River Town-
ship, most of his life. A 1975 graduate of Center Grove High 
School, he was involved in athletics including football, 
wrestling and track. After graduation, he went to work in 
construction, a family business. The business closed in the 
early 80s. He joined the National Guard Reserve in 1984. In 
1986 he went to officer candidate school and was commis-
sioned as a lieutenant. He and his wife, Meresa, and three 
children moved to Ft. Milburn in Virginia for six months. 

 “My kids got to see Washington DC,” he says. “Every weekend we went around 
to see another museum, another memorial, another battlefield. They got an early 
education in history, civics, and living with people from all over.”

When they returned home to the Center Grove area, Jim remained in the mili-
tary. In 2002, Jim went into the Guard full-time, stepping down from his 12-year 
position at Eli Lilly. In 2004, he was deployed to Bosnia for nine months. In 2009, 
he was deployed to Afghanistan for 10 months.

“The first time you’re lying in bed and you hear a rocket go overhead and ex-
plode in the distance – that was a defining moment,” Jim says. “I worked training 
Afghans in a headquarters, kind of like a corporate headquarters. It was very dif-
ferent. We weren’t under fire often. You had to keep your guard up, for sure. There 
was always the question of when an Afghan might turn on you. That happened 
about two weeks after I was gone; an Afghan strapped a bomb on himself and 
killed four or five people.”

Jim says he was fortunate with the people he was assigned to train.
“The neatest thing was, I did get to work with an Afghan colonel who was very 

interested in improving himself and Afghanistan,” he says. “There were many of 
my peers over there that had people who were very corrupt with no desire to 
make things better. I had one of my best jobs ever in the military, working with 
this group of fairly young Afghans, learning how to do things better for them and 
their country.”

While he was deployed to Afghanistan, Jim says his son was, too. Their tours 
overlapped for four months.

“I was both proud and fearful,” he says. “It was nerve-wracking knowing he was 
in harm’s way every day.”

When Jim returned to the U.S., he spent a year at Camp Atterbury before he 
retired from the Guard in 2011. He returned to Afghanistan for a year as a contrac-
tor.

Transitioning home, Jim says, is sometimes more difficult than leaving.
“Part of it is muscle memory and reacting to things in different ways, not lik-

ing loud noises, not liking crowds,” Jim says. “I’m still very cautious. Your wife and 
family have learned to live without you for that long. When you come back, you 
don’t just fit right in. You have to learn to live together again. You have changed 
so much, though the person that left 12 months ago looks the same and sounds 
the same.”

Jim currently works at Lowe’s in Franklin and co-owns Rescue Duct. Jim also 
stays busy as a member of the Greenwood and Franklin Chambers of Commerce. 
He and his wife are members of Bluff Creek Christian Church and are involved at 
Center Grove High School where his wife works.

By the end of the summer, he says he plans to focus solely on Rescue Duct and 
will be happy to be down to a 40-hour work week.

“I had 27 years of (the military), more of a share than most,” he says. “I truly en-
joyed being a soldier and a leader, but now I enjoy being out of it completely and 
having my own business. I’m still organizing, still planning, still leading – just for 
myself.”

Top:  Jim Girdley 

Center: Girdley and his son served in Afghanistan with overlapping tours.

Bottom: Girdley is pictured with few of the Afghanistan people that he trained.

On the Cover: Girdley is pictured with his wife Meresa.

Jim Girdley served in the 
National Guard from 

1984 to 2011.
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By Nicole Davis
Smiles spread across the exhausted faces of 

many children as they finished a one-mile run 
around Saints Francis & Clare Catholic Church on 

May 30. Some crossed the finish line while sitting on their parent’s shoulders. 
Other little ones kept running, not realizing that they were done.

“I love to see all of the students come,” says Rebecca Stone, SSFC assistant 
principal. “The mile run gives them the option to feel like they’re part of the fun 
when maybe they’re not ready to run a 5K just yet.”

Saints Francis & Clare Catholic School hosted the 5K Fun & Run on Memorial 
Day, beginning with a memorial mass in the morning, followed by the celebra-
tion.

“Our school does it’s best to offer several events throughout the year that are 
fun gatherings for families,” Stone says. “It’s not about making money. It’s about 
our school family coming together for fellowship.

This is the second year the 5K & Fun Run was offered. Runners received free 
drinks. There were also children’s games, vendors, a DJ,  face painting and more.

“It’s a wonderful turnout,” said SSCF Secretary Katie Dollens and an event or-
ganizer. “Our community always brings it together.”

For more information and to see the results of the 5K, visit ss-fc.org/race.

ICONOGRAPHY

Photos by Nicole Davis Five kilometers  
+ Fellowship

Top, left: Riley Turk of Center Grove High School, who placed first in the 5k, congratulates Howard Harrell who placed third.
Top, right: Runners begin the 5K. Pictured on the far right is Ronnie Malan of Indianapolis and David Barton of Greenwood.
Middle, left: John, J.J. and Emily Deaton run the 1-mile Fun Run.
Bottom, left: Audie Altherr of Center Grove plays with painting materials as her mother paints faces.
Center, top: Kevin Clark of Greenwood finished the Fun Run.
Center, right: Runners wait for the go ahead to start the 5K race.
Center, bottom: Riley Turk of Center Grove High School earned first place in the 5K with a time of 17:30.5.

Saints Francis & Clare Catholic School brings 
the community together for a 5K & Fun Run



SAME FEATURES AS 
EXPENSIVE HEARING AID

 COMPETITORS
  Mini behind-the-ear hearing aid with thin 

tubing for a nearly invisible profi le

 Advanced Noise Reduction to make speech 
clearer

 Feedback Cancellation eliminates whistling

 Wide Dynamic Range Compression makes soft 
sounds audible and loud sounds comfortable

 Telecoil setting for use with compatible 
phones, and looped environments like 
churches

 3 Programs and Volume Dial accommodate 
most common types of hearing loss, even in 
challenging listening environments

Reported by J. Page
Chicago – Board-certifi ed Ear, Nose, and Throat 

physician Dr. S. Cherukuri has done it once again 
with his newest invention of a medical-grade, ALL-
DIGITAL, affordable hearing aid.

This new digital hearing aid is packed with
all the features of $3,500 competitors at a mere 
fraction of the cost. Now, most people
with hearing loss are able to enjoy crystal
clear, natural sound — in a crowd, on the phone, 
in the wind — without suffering through 
“whistling” and annoying background noise.

Digital Hearing Aid Outperforms
Expensive Competitors

This sleek, fully programmed, light-weight, hearing 
aid is the outgrowth of the digital revolution that is 
changing our world. While demand for “all things 
digital” caused most prices to plunge (consider DVD 
players and computers, which originally sold for thou-
sands of dollars and today can be purchased for less), the 
cost of a digital medical-grade hearing aid remains 
out of reach.

Dr. Cherukuri knew that many of his patients 
would benefi t but couldn’t afford the expense for 
these new digital hearing aids. Generally they are not 
covered by Medicare and most private health 
insurance plans. 

A study by Johns Hopkins and the National Institute on Aging suggests 
older individuals with hearing loss are signifi cantly more likely to develop 
dementia over time than those who retain their hearing. They suggest 
that an intervention — such as a hearing aid — could delay or prevent 
dementia by improving hearing!

Can a Hearing Aid Delay or Prevent Dementia?

How a Chicago Doctor Shook Up the Hearing Aid 
Industry with His Newest Invention

“Satisfi ed Buyers Agree, AIR Is the Best Digital Value!”
“I am hearing things I didn’t know I was missing. Really amazing. 
I’m wearing them all the time.”  — Linda I., Indiana
“Almost work too well. I am a teacher and hearing much better 
now.” — Lillian B., California
“I have used many expensive hearing aids, some over $5,000. 
The AIRs have greatly improved my enjoyment of life.”  
— Som Y., Michigan
“I would defi nitely recommend them to my patients with 
hearing loss.”  — Amy S., Audiologist, Indiana

For the Lowest Price Plus FREE 
Shipping Call Today

Nearly 
Invisible!

1-800-413-3153
Phone Lines Open 24 Hours EVERY DAY

“Almost work too well. I am a teacher and hearing much better 

“I have used many expensive hearing aids, some over $5,000. 

The doctor evaluated the high-priced digital 
hearing aids on the market, broke
them down to their base components, and
then created his own affordable version  — called 
the MDHearingAid ®AIR for its virtually invisible, 
lightweight appearance.

A� ordable Digital Technology
Using advanced digital technology, the MD-

HearingAid AIR automatically adjusts to your lis-
tening environment — prioritizing speech and de-
emphasizing background noise. Experience all of 
the sounds you’ve been missing at a price you can 
afford. This doctor-designed and approved hearing 
aid comes with a full year’s supply of long-life 
batteries. It delivers crisp, clear sound all day 
long and the soft flexible ear domes are so com-
fortable you won’t realize you’re wearing them.

Try It Yourself at Home 45-Day 
Risk-Free Trial 

Of course, hearing is believing and we invite 
you to try it for yourself with our RISK-FREE 45-
Day home trial. If you are not completely satisfi ed, 
simply return it within that time period for a full 
refund of your purchase price. 

Nearly Invisible Digital Hearing Aid Costs 90% Less

Mention O� er Code             to Get
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

AJ70

Assembled in the USA



Teacher of  the Month

Kids, watch for opportunities when  
school resumes in August to honor our  

many Center Grove teachers.

Chicago’s Pizza  
is the official ICON  

Teacher of the Month  
Pizza Party supplier

CENTER GROVE

Mr. Blackburn
By: Ellen Nguyen 

4th Grade, CG Elementary

I think that Mr. B should be 
Teacher of the Month because 
he is nice. When we learn 
something, he makes it fun 
for us. He makes hard things, 
like fractions, easier to learn 
by showing us lots of ways 
to solve problems. He also 
teaches us life lessons like 
what is right and wrong.  
This is why he should be 
Teacher of the Month.

Pictured is June–July Teacher of the Month,  
Mr. Blackburn’s 4th grade class at Center Grove 

Elementary enjoying their pizza party!

June–July

Ellen Nguyen and Mr. Blackburn
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www.legacycremationservices.com

1604 W Morris Street • (317) 637-3733
5215 N. Shadeland Avenue • (317) 562-0145

SERVICES  
CREMATION & FUNERAL  

Superior Services For Significantly Less
Basic Funeral with Casket starting at $2,495

Basic Cremation starting at $1,295

COMMUNITY

By Nicole Davis
Never, ever give up on 

yourself.
Eva Kor visited Center Grove Middle 

School Central to give an educational, in-
spirational speech about how she survived 
the Holocaust.  Middle School North eighth 
graders joined Central’s eighth grade stu-
dents for the speech. Her trip was made 
possible by the Center Grove Education 
Foundation’s Beck Memorial Grant.

“It was a real emotional speech,” said 
eighth grader, Zane York. “She presented it 
really well and got it through to us in a way I 
don’t think many people could.”

Eva and her family were taken from Ro-
mania to the Auschwitz concentration camp 
in 1944. After she and her twin sister, Miri-
am, were separated from their parents and 
other siblings, Eva says she made a promise 
to herself: she will survive.

Eva and Miriam Mozes were subjects of 
genetic experiments by Josef Mengele. They 
were injected with an unknown substance, 
and carefully monitored. There was a time 
when Eva fell ill and was separated from her 
sister.

“He looked at my chart and then he 
declared, laughing sarcastically, and said 
'too bad,” Eva said. “She’s so young. She has 
only two weeks to live.' I knew he was right, 
but I refused to die. I made a second silent 

pledge that I will prove Mengele wrong and 
I will be reunited with my sister Miriam... 
I kept telling myself I must survive, I must 
survive.”

She did. When the camp was liberated in 
1945, she and Miriam were finally free. Their 
family, however, did not survive. 

Eva now resides in Terre Haute, Ind.  Her 
sister passed away in 1993. It took Eva 50 
years after their liberation to forgive those 
who took her and her family and experi-
mented on her sister and her.

“It has been now 21 since I forgave the 
Nazis,” Eva said. “The Nazis didn’t even care. 
It was the victims with the pain and most of 
the survivors, 71 years after the liberation 
of the camp, they are still victims and they 
still pass that pain down to their children... 
Forgive and forget is incorrect. I would like 
to counter that slogan with forgive and heal. 
That’s what I write in my books. When you 
forgive, you heal yourself.”

Students were allowed the opportunity 
for a question and answer session after the 
speech, then lined up for a book signing be-
fore being released for the school day.

 “She was so uplifting,” said eighth grader, 
Anna Line. “I like that she said ‘prejudice is 
like cancer to the human soul.’ It takes over 
you and makes you do things you don’t 
think about.”

Forgive and heal
Holocaust survivor Eva Kor shares inspirational 

message with Center Grove 8th graders

SPEAKER

Top, left: Eva Kor signed books after speaking to 
Center Grove eighth graders about the holocaust. 
Top, right: Eva Kor. Bottom, left: From left, Anna 
Bauer, Jillian Ransdell, Ella Sutton wait in line.

Photos by Nicole Davis
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Elizabeth Ziegler, a 
graduating senior at the 
Kelley School of Busi-

ness Indianapolis, received the Outstanding 
Accounting Student Award upon gradua-
tion. She grew up in the Greenwood/Center 
Grove area. The Kelley School of Business In-
dianapolis Outstanding Student Awards are 
awarded each May prior to the annual com-

mencement ceremony which 
was held this past May 7.  The 
school recognizes an Out-
standing Student in each of 
the business disciplines that 
it offers: Accounting, Finance, 
Human Resource Manage-
ment, Management, Marketing, and Supply 
Chain Management.  

CG’s Ziegler is ‘Outstanding  
Accounting Student’

STUDENT

Four Center Grove 
schools have been 
named 2014-2015 Four 

Star Schools by the Indiana Department 
of Education. The distinction is the high-
est award given to schools by the state. The 
Center Grove schools receiving the honor 
include: Center Grove High School, Center 
Grove Middle School Central, Center Grove 
Middle School North, and Sugar Grove El-

ementary. Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Glenda Ritz announced Tuesday that 
287 of the more than 2,000 eligible Indiana 
schools received the award. To be eligible, 
schools must be in the top 25th percentile 
of schools in three ISTEP-based categories 
during the 2014-15 school year. For the list 
of all 2014-15 Four Star Schools, visit doe.
in.gov/accreditation/four-star-schools.

Four Center Grove schools 
earn Four Star awards

SCHOOLS

The College Board 
has granted 35 Cen-
ter Grove High School 

(CGHS) students Advanced Placement (AP) 
Scholar Awards for demonstrating college-
level achievement through AP courses and 
exams. The honor is given to students who 
receive scores of three or higher on three 
or more AP exams during their high school 
career. Of those 35 students, 12 received 
the “with Honor” designation for achieving 
an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP 
exams, and grades of 3 or higher on four or 
more of these exams on full-year courses. 
Four students received the “with distinc-
tion” honor for earning an average grade of 
at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and 3 or 
higher on five or more of the exams. 

CGHS students who have earned an AP 
Scholars award include AP Scholar with 
Distinction, Samuel Canner, Jiawei Chen, Al-
exagail Colinco and Bhumi Patel; AP Scholar 
with Honors, Madeline Fain, Shelby Fer-
rill, Lucas Frandsen, Nicole Jansen, Janesh 
Kamati, Sabrina Maristela, Jacob Maurizio, 
Amreitdev Parihar, Sean Pearson, Christina 
Randall, Alexis Rasmussen and Erik Switzer; 
AP Scholars, Justice Amick, Andrew Cheng, 
Grace Culver, Sneha Dave, Alexandria Ed-
minster, Zachary Hanquier, Harrison Holt, 
Juhi Kekre, Alexa Kovacs, Mason Pawlik, Lau-
ren Ralph, Andrea Rayner, Jeffrey Robinson, 
Roberto Rodino Ortiz, Caleb Skinner, William 
Smithey, Patrick Southern, Riley Turk and 
Bess Yeager.

Center Grove High School  
names 35 AP Scholars 

SCHOLARS

By Jeff Beck
Center Grove High School honor 

day was enjoyed by 558 students 
as many awards for outstanding 
study were received. Graduates 
are now members of one of the 
oldest continuous running alumni 
associations in State of Indiana. 
Center Grove Alumni Association 
was formed May 21, 1898, with 
15 graduates and spouses attend-
ing first gathering. The association 
is now called Alumni and Friends 
sponsored by Center Grove Educa-
tion Foundation (CGEF)

Educator Mr. John Frank retired 
at end of this school year after 39 
years of teaching, 29 at Center 
Grove. Mr. Frank coached freshman 
basketball with retired educator 
Mr. Richard Ratliff during the early 
years of his CGHS career. Social 
Studies students who participated 
in Mr. Frank’s class enjoyed history 
from a man who has travelled the 
world gaining experiences relating 
to subjects of classroom discussion.  
Mr. Frank has hiked the Appala-
chian Trail, explored tunnels used 
in the Vietnam War, and many ad-
ditional summer travels. John Frank 
was dedicated to obtaining and 
retaining historical items of Center 
Grove Schools. He was honored by 
the State of Indiana for his support 
of soldiers attending Center Grove, both active and veteran.  

Center Grove Alumni and Friends presented Mr. Frank with honorary 
alumni status during a senior honors program. The award was presented by 
school board member Mr. Jack Russell and me, much to the surprise of Mr. 
Frank. Students and staff rose to their feet clapping and cheering in honor 
of their friend.  Mr. Frank spoke very briefly and said award will be cherished 
always.  Mr. Frank was only the third non-Center Grove High School gradu-
ate to be honored with CGAA membership.  

Carla Johnson was also honored as she is soon to be leaving the Cen-
ter Grove Education Foundation as director. The Center Grove community 
wishes the best for both Carla and John as they move towards new goals.

HISTORY & ARCHITECTURE

Jeff Beck is a lifelong Bargersville resident who has a passion for the history 
of the Center Grove area. He has authored the books, Bargersville and Center 
Grove: Unveiling the Past.

Honoring educators  
at Center Grove

John Frank

Carla Johnson
Photos by Nicole Davis
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Center Grove High School

Bhumi Patel
Valedictorian
Future education: Indiana University, with plans to go to medical school
Intended major: Neuroscience

What is the biggest lesson you learned in high school? 
Focus on yourself before you look to see what others are doing. Take time to 

get to know yourself and see where you fit, but don't waste time comparing yourself to oth-
ers. Make sure you are happy before anything else.

What is the secret to success? 
Working because you want to, not because you feel pressured or want the reward.

In 50 years, suppose you were to write a book. What would the title be? 
How to get that Bhum Bhum Pow: A Guide to Success

Amrit Parihar
Salutatorian
Future education: Indiana University Bloomington
Intended major: Biochemistry

What is the biggest lesson you learned in high school? 
Start assignments and projects as early as possible.

What do you feel is the secret to success? 
Organization and time management.

In 50 years, suppose you were to write a book. What would the title be? 
Patching Up the World.

GRADS

COMMUNITY

Top ranking grads at CGHS
As Center Grove schools concluded the 2015-16 school year, graduates 

are now transitioning from high school life and moving on to other areas. 
Now is a time when many graduates are reflecting back on their experienc-

es and looking forward to creating new ones. Here, learn more about Bhumi Patel and Amrit 
Parihar, who ranked top in the 2016 class:

horizonbank.com
888-873-2640

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE • SENSIBLE ADVICE®

At Horizon, we understand you need a 

business loan that can grow and flex along 

with your needs. With great rates and 

personalized service from people who 

put your business first, a Horizon business 

loan can help take your business further.

Talk to your local 
Business Advisor today!

Loan Decisions Next  
Business Day - Guaranteed*

IMAGINE
a business loan

Member FDIC *Applies to Loan Requests of $250,000 or less. See an Advisor for details.

that grows with you.

Class of 2016 at CGHS celebrating the close of ceremonies. See list of graduates on pages 14-15.

Submitted Photo

BUY NOW AT 317.639.4300 OR AT INDIANAPOLISSYMPHONY.ORG.

THE ISO AT
MALLOW RUN WINERY

TICKETS: $20 FOR ADULTS, $10 FOR CHILDREN AND STUDENTS

TITLE SPONSOR:  

Enjoy an evening of Mozart performed by the ISO on the beautiful grounds of Mallow Run Winery.  Patrons are encouraged 
to bring picnics (non-alcoholic beverages only), blankets and lawn chairs.  Wine may be purchased at the event.

THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2016  •  8PM

317
SERIES

DAVID DANZMAYR, CONDUCTOR  |  CAROLINE GOULDING, VIOLIN

 Elba L. and Gene Portteus Branigin Foundation   
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the Center Grove ICON congratulates the

CGHS Class of 2016

COMMUNITY

CENTER GROVE

CENTER GROVE

Sydney Elaine Abbott 
Lauren Elizabeth Afendis 

Jeffrey Allen Akridge 
Justin M Akridge 

Zachary T Alexander 
James Lee Alhand 

Cheyenne Kari Allen 
Amanda Liann Allison 

Justice Renee Amick 
Greta Wallin Andersen 

Olivia Elizabeth Anderson 
Samuel Aaron Anderson 

Brandi L Archer 
Lindsey Ann Archer 

Allison Adenna Armes 
Blake Ian Arnold 

Carl Andrew Atzinger 
Caitlin Lee Bachmann 
Logan Michael Baecke 

Stephen J. Bagwell 
Elias C. Baker 

Sierra Grace Bansemer 
Christopher J. Barnett 

Alyson M. Baron 
Bailey M. Barrett 

Anne Hudson Batzloff 
Jamie K. Batzloff 

Devin Jacob Baxter 
Nolan Anthony Baysinger 

Ian M. Beechler 
Michaela Zehara Benkert 

John Dylan Bennett 
Sara Lynn Benson 

Jonathon  Berg 
Michael Andrew Berger III

Keegan S. Berry 
Sven Patrick Bettenbrock 
Vivek Surya Bhamidipati 
Dylan Hunter Birchell 

Parker Drew Bobbitt 
Janelle Elizabeth Bohannon 

Andrea Marie Boksa 
Conrad Dominic Bomber 

Brandan A. Bond 
Shalise Whitney Bondar 

Robert George Bonecutter 
William Guinn Boston 

Corbin Thomas Bowling 
Petia  Boykova 

Rachel N. Brada 
Grace A. Branam 
Bailey T. Brant 

Philip M. Brauchla 
Jordan A. Braughton 

Maxwell Joseph Brindle 
Ethan D. Brooks 

Braxxton Yale Brookshire 
Ryan A. Broome 

Aaron Michael Brown 
Bryce S. Brown 

Hope Alexa Brumbaugh 
Sarah Ann Bucker 
David A. Bucko Jr.
Ehyrie  Buehler 

Zachary J. Bullock 
Jade E. Bumpus 

Tessa Nicole Burchfield 
Blake Nicholas Burns 
Isabel Mackenzie Bush 

Austin M. Butcher 
Lydia Jean Byers 

Michaela Bette Caito 
Kaitlin Rachelle Callaway 

Tia Kirsten Callaway 
Kinsey M. Campbell 

Samuel William Canner 
Jacob Alan Cantleberry 

Conner Lyle Cantrell 
Caitlynn D. Cardwell 

Alexander  Cauble 
Samantha Jo Charles 

Alysha Ann Cheek 
Jiawei  Chen 

Andrew  Cheng 
Mitchell S. Cherry 

Sophia Marie Chiado 
Courtney Marie Clark 

Dylan M. Clark 
Keaton Dean Clark 

Olivia Rose Clements 
Yuriy Ryan Clements 

Joshua Layton Clifford 
Lee A. Clinker 

Anthony E. Coe 
Cassy Rae Coha 

Alexa Gail Robles Colinco 
Ethan T. Collier 

Alexandria Rebekah Colwell 
Andrew Joseph Conrad 
William Robert Coons 

Kayla L. Corbett 
Kristian C. Cornett 

Athena Rae Cottrell 
Kevin F. Cox 

Noah David Crider 
Marc Aaron Criss 
Brandon N. Croft 

Mitchell Alan Cruse 
Rafael J. Cruz Rivera 

Hope Alexandra Cullers 
Grace Schuyler Culver 
Allyne Edell Cummings 
William Edward Curry 
Nicholas Ryan Curtis 

Meranda G. Dallas 
Haley M. Daprile 

Sneha S. Dave 
Breanna Carol Davis 
Taylor Michael Davis 

Mallory T. Day 
Rachel Elizabeth Day 
Caleb Mitchell Dean 

Calrae F. Denny 
Sarah Elaine DeRose 

Jacob Warren Kooistra Devries 
Marina K. Dietel 

Dana Anjelina Dobbins 
Hunter Scott Dotson 

Brooklynn Nichole Druin 
Joseph Robert Drury 

Nathan Brackman Duke 
Jonathan David Duncan 

Taylor  Duncan 
Trevor Scott Duncan 

Emma Mary-Rose Eaton 
Bridget Jeanne Eckerle 

Alexandria Meredith Edminster 
Zachary Tyler Ellis 
Simon Patrick Endris 

Mackenzie Lea England 
Christopher Michael Enochs II

Adam M. Estes 
Jordan Taylor Etchison 
Dustyn Borrelli Evans 

Madeline Michelle Fain 
Jamie LeeAnn Fannin 

Gwen Leigh Feldmeyer 
Camden T. Ferling 

Shelby Raye Ferrill 
Angela Marie Fields 

Jocelyn  Fierro 
Nathaniel Linstrot Fill 
Dylan Allen Fishback 
Lindsey Autumn Flagg 

Ashley Nicole Foltz 
William Tyler Foreman 

Zamira C. Foster-Parker 
Lucas R. Frandsen 
Scott A. Frazzini 

Benjamin J. Friedlander 
Alexa M. Fuss 

Gavin B. Gardner 
Adrianna E. Garrett 
Alissa Lynn Garrett 

Kelly Elizabeth Garrison 
Claira G. Garvin 
Aaron M. Geiken 

Ansley McCay George 
Lukas-Dalton  Gibson 

Peighton Ashlyn Gilbert 
Annie Lee Gillum 
Michael W. Glass 

Riley Christopher Goode 
Hayden C. Gorall 

John D. Gordon 
Cynthia M. Green 

Jarod D. Green 
Scott J. Green 

Alexander Joseph Gregory 
Megan R. Gregory 

Samantha Erin Gregory 
Monica Kay Griesemer 

Hayley Suzanne Griffith 
Zachary K. Griffith 

Ryan P. Grinsell 
Gabrielle  Groce 
Moliann  Gross 

Benjamin Alan Grubbs 
Brian E. Gudeman 

Cassandra P. Gutierrez 
Zachary Thomas Hagemeier 

Colin Patrick Haley 

Carolyn Marie Hall 
Joseph James Hall 

Taylor Stewart Hall 
Brian D. Hamilton 
Taylor A. Hammill 

Zachary Christian Hanquier 
Kennedy Louise Harden 

Trevor C. Harrell 
Stacy Marie Harris 

Amanda M. Hart 
Ashlynn E. Hart 
Elyse N. Haskell 

Alyce Jean Havens 
Robert Jacob Haverly 

Chandler B. Head 
Jordan A. K. Hedden 
Dylan T. Heermann 

Abigail Christine Held 
Megan Ann Henderson 

Samuel Logan Henderson 
Dylan Vance Henselmeier 

Elizabeth Anne Hering 
Luis J. Hernandez-Alpizar 

Emma G. Hesser 
Olivia Suzanne Hiatt 
Taylor Hayes Hickey 

Julia  Hijazi 
Justin Christopher Sherman Hill 

Victoria Rachelle Hillis 
Drake C. Hoaglan 

Delaney Emerson Hobbs 
Bailey Marie Hodges 

Cheyenne Noel Hodges 
Christopher  Hoffmann 

Emily Jean Hofmann 
Jackson F. Hohlt 

Madeline Claire Hollinden 
Evan Alexander Holm 
Harrison Lewis Holt 

Jerod Richard Hopson 
Bailey Renee Houpt 
Malea Kate Howie 
Bryce L. Hubbard 

Joseph Paul Gerry Huberts 
Kellie  Huggler 

Juliana Claire Hulsey 
Jessika Ann Humphrey 

Allison Paige Hunt 
Aaron David Tyler Hutchison 

Brittany E. Jacks 
Madelyne Louise Jacks 

Christina Nicole Jackson 
Priscila  Jacobo Cordero 
Nicole Elizabeth Jansen 

Shelby Nicole Jaynes 
Christian Alexander Johnson 

Delaney Kathleen Johnson 
Ethan A. Johnson 
Roman E. Johnson 

Destiny Rae Johnston 
Kyle D. Jones 

Michea Nicole Jones 
Heath Austin Kalaba 

Janesh  Karnati 
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Juhi Naveen Kekre 
Alexander C. Kelsey 
Alexander F. Kenney 
Chloe Marie Kenney 

Maggie Nicole Kilbourne 
Caleb E. King 
Wesley  King 

Adam Joseph Kogut 
Madeline Grace Kossick 

Alexa Rae Kovacs 
Alexander Alexei Krasutsky 

Jacob Andrew Kraus 
Sabrina Marie Krause 

Greyson Lucas Krieger 
Penelope Louise Kriner-Sotos 

Jacob Ryan Krouse 
Lucas Emery Kuniej 

Cindy  Lam 
Connor A. Lane 

Collin Joseph Lansdell 
Emily Magdalena Larmore 

Destinee Zada Lee 
Logan Daniel Lee 

Xavier G. Lents 
Abigail Rose Lepper 

Breeanna Mickayla Lewis 
Derek Keith Lewis 

Tatiana Marie Leyva 
Jacob M. Limbach 

Ashlee Ann Gladys Littell 
Kaitlyn Marie Logsdon 

Jerad D. Lollar 
Madison Taylor London 

Alexandria Noble Rose Long 
Kaila Bentoria Long 
Travis Curtis Long 

Brook A. Lowry 
Joseph Chance Lutz 

Lauren Nicole Luzier 
Alexabelle  Macias 

Rosie  Maharjan 
Kyle C. Manalo 

Jacob Michael Mann 
Donald E. Mappes 

Sabrina Kate Maristela 
Summer Marie Maulden 

Brett A. Maurer 
Jacob Nicholas Maurizio 

Mackenzie E. May 
Noelle Ruth May 

Nathan J. Maynard 
Katelyn Elizabeth Mayse 
Jacob Anthony McCarty 

Sterlin Nicholas McCormick 
Amanda Ann McDaniel 

Ian M. McFatridge 
Bridget Kathleen McGee 

Brandon D. McGrane 
Molly Elizabeth McMinn 

Shelby R. McNamee 
Samuel David Meier 

Jacob M. Metz 
Christian E. Meyer 

Dylan J. Meyer 
Nicole Lennea Meyer 
Victoria Kay Mickel 
Andréa C. Milioto 

Andrew Rawland Miller 
Jessica Lynn Miller 
Kelly Marie Miller 

Mekaea Soleil Miller 
Molly Marie Miller 

Noah Michael Miller 

Zachary D. Miller 
Cameron A. Millhoff 
Kyle Michael Mills 

Kristen Nicole Mitchell 
Christopher Latty Mock Jr.

Alexander Lee Molina 
Abigail Carole Ann Mongan 

Brynnan Layne Montfort 
Joshua A. Moore 
Blake T. Moran 

Mihaela Viron Morgan 
Redgie D. Morris 

Ivan  Morrison 
Katlyn Nicole Murphy 

Matthew  Myers 
Alexander Cristian Nail 
Danielle Renee Newkirk 

Blake Robert Newlin 
Catherine Uyen Nguyen 
Nicolas V. Nightingale 

Logan T. Nixon 
Kassandra Michele Novak 

Mitchell Ross Novotny 
Jessyca Nichole Nunez 
Elyse Marie Nungester 
Ashley Marie Nutgrass 

Abigail Elyse Ogle 
Cooper Edward Ogle 

Cameron  Olson 
Connor Christian Osborne 

Samantha Jean Osborne 
Sadie J. Otte 

Alicia Morgan Otto 
Glenn Allen Jerome Pannell 

Amritdev Singh Parihar 
Wyatt J. Parker 

Gunner Ryan Parks 
Kyle J. Parry 

Sydney Marie Parry 
Bhumi Santosh Patel 

Daksh Uday Patel 
Shreya S. Patel 

Haleigh Deann Paton 
Karielle Celeste Patterson 

Rayce Michael Patterson 
Mason T. Pawlik 

Ryan David Payne 
Sean Patrick Pearson 

Tyler A. Pence 
Benjamin Manuel Perez 

Kevin Turner Perry 
Michaela Lynn Peters 

Hannah Marie Petroskey 
Tyler R. Petrow 

Danielle R. Petty 
Celeste G. Phelps 

Braden Maxwell Pinegar 
Austin J. Pittman 

Elena Patricia Ponder 
Benjamin Scott Poore 

Samuel J. Pratt 
Isabel Lee Puck 

Keaton Eric Radecki 
Lauren Claire Ralph 

Martika Saranis Ramos 
Christina M. Randall 
Tyler Douglas Rankel 

Sarah Marie Rasche 
Alexis Marie Rasmussen 

Dylan Michael Rathsman 
Madison Reene Rathsman 

Lauren E. Rau 
Andrea Nicole Rayner 

Katie Lauren Reckert 
Matthew Kent Reising 

Jacob G. Rice 
Cammey  Rich 
Cody A. Rich 

Madeline Kate Rich 
John David Richardson 

Caitlin Noelle Richmond 
Reagan Hunter Riddle 

Andrew C. Riley 
Kyle J. Ringham 

Elizabeth M. Robbins 
Abigail Bleau Robinson 
Stone Bennett Robinson 
Jeffrey Daniel Robison 

Ian Robert Rodimel 
Lea Paige Rogers 
Morgan  Rogers 

Matthew Gregory Rosebrough 
Logan Thomas Ross 

Antonia Marie Rumble 
McKayla Denise Rumley 

Jaylen M. Samuels 
Natalie Christine Sauer 

Emily M. Saugstad 
Reed E. Sauter 

Sydney K. Schladweiler 
Amanda N. Schmelzle 
Allison B. Schneider 

Josephine D. Schoettle 
Jaxson T. Schuessler 

Colin Mathew Schurtter 
Kylie I. Seitz 

Bret A. Sexton 
Bridget M. Sexton 

Tristen Shelby Sexton 
Kathleen S. Shea 
Jesse L. Sherman 
Katherine  Shr 
Caleb N. Shull 

Sierra Rene Sichting 
Zakir A. Siddiqui 

Joseph Lee Siderewicz 
Lacey J. Siderewicz 

Nathan K. Silva 
Nathaniel Arthur Edward Sims 

Billy S. Skinner 
Caleb J. Skinner 

Mason K. Skinner 
Breanna  Smalley 

Rachel E. Smallwood 
Madison E. Smeathers 

Corbin T. Smith 
David Patrick Lee Smith Jr.

Jenilee R. Smith 
Madeline I. Smith 

Zakary J. Smith 
William A. Smithey 

Sydney L. Smotherman 
Jeremy A. Snyder 

Nathanael Joel Snyder 
Noah David Snyder 
Jackson R. Sodrel 

Ciana Rose Sorrentino 
Humberto  Soto 

Patrick E. Southern 
Tyler David Staehler 

Zachary W. Stambaugh 
Nicolas R. Stark 

Hunter N. J. Stearns 
Connor P. Steeb 
Ryan J. Stemle 

Quinton M. Stirsman 

Julia Katherine Stockman 
Hannah M. Strelow 

Cobin L. Strietelmeier 
Katherine Anne Strube 

Nicholas R. Summers 
Cole R. Summitt 

Shayfer K. Sutton 
Kathrynn S. Swaney 

Jovan L. Swann 
Erik K. Switzer 

Graceson K. Tarr 
Tye N. Thixton 

Cameron Brock Tidd 
Dylan T. Todd 

Ellen Curtis Todd 
Brendan J. Tremblay 

Robert R. Trezzo 
Austin D. Truelove 
Maegan M. Trulock 

Lauren Kate Trumbauer 
Riley Austin Turk 

Amber Lynn Turner 
Delainey M. Turner 
Chloe Abigail Tyson 

Cody M. Ubelhor 
Aaron  Umbenhower 

Gabrielle M. VanBuskirk 
Anthony David Vasquez Jr.

Andrew Donald Vidal 
Dennis Bryce Vidas 

Giovanni Michael Vivaldi 
Logan C. Wade 

Tayler Dawne Waite 
Jordan Leigh Walker 

Marina Alana Wallace 
Marissa F. Walton 
Amanda R. Ward 

Kyle Andrew Warner 
Jarrod M. Weaver 
Shelby Y. Weaver 

Christopher Dalton Weber 
Brian Merritt Wheeler 

Allison N. White 
Samantha  White 

Abagail Elaine Whitrock 
Alex M. Wilborn 

Jacob Logan Wilder 
Hannah Marie Wilkerson 

Anthony L. Williams Jr.
Jackson James Williams 
Keylee Marie Williams 

Ross Allan Williams 
Blake Denver Williamson 

Blake E. Wilson 
Devon Jesus Wilson 

Michael F. D. Wilson 
Nichole Marie Wilson 
Andrew L. Winneroski 
Tiffany Marie Wolfe 

Lauren J. Wong 
Taylor McKinnely Woodmansee 

Grant Augustus Wright 
Karalyn Mallory Wright 
Madeline Nicole Wright 

Gaige Patrick Yarling 
Bess Amelia Yeager 

David P. Yoho 
Mitchell L. Zollman 

Nickolas  Zorger

CENTER GROVE



June 18 – July 15, 2016
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info   

16

Rick Myers is co-owner of Times-Leader 
Publications, LLC.,  publisher of Center Grove 
ICON, Southside Business Leader and The 
Southside Times. Write him at  
rick@icontimes.com.

“Getting even 
has never 
healed a  

single person.” 
~ Eva Mozes Kor

(Auschwitz survivor)
Editor's Note:  

Read more about Eva on page 11

Our nation has all sorts of arcane, nonsen-
sical laws on the books. Each month, we’ll 
share one with you… 

In Tennessee, it is a crime to share your Netflix 
password.� SOURCE: dumblaws.com

VIEWS

OUR VIEW

FROM THE 
PUBLISHER

The end of June 
marks the end of 
the first half of a 

year—2016 has certainly had its ups and 
downs. We celebrate the birth of our great 
nation in July and thank the thousands of 
veterans who have fought to secure our 
freedoms at home—and we continue to 
thank those still abroad putting their lives 
on the line every day.

As the nation soon gathers in celebration 
of the Fourth of July, we hope everyone has 
a safe and enjoyable weekend with friends 
and family. Aside from taking care that ev-
eryone is safe around fireworks and grills 
and various other flammable celebratory 
activities, we should also take care to be 
good neighbors. We are a nation comprised 
of immigrants; our “melting pot” of citizens 
began calling this land home long before 
1776, or even before 1492. Remembering 
that we are all in this great nation together 
will strengthen our Americana bond and 
bring us all closer, despite our many differ-
ences. In fact, our differences are what set 
us apart from the rest of the world. Our free-
doms allow us to pursue whichever religion 
we please, whatever career calls to us, or 
whatever makes us truly happy.

These liberties, of course, come at a price, 
so let us also take time this Fourth of July 
weekend to honor and commemorate our 
veterans and brave men and women over-
seas who fight to protect our freedoms. 

Happy birthday, America! Let’s make this 
a year to remember.

Fireworks and  
freedoms: Have a 

good July 4th!

BELIEVE IT!

QUOTE

By Gus Pearcy
Two years ago, I 

was asked for a di-
vorce. What followed was a long recovery. I 
was beyond anger, lost my identity and way. 
In my solitude, I turned to 
meditation.

Dan Harris, ABC News 
anchorman and author 
of the book “10 percent 
Happier,” rightly says that 
meditation has bad PR. It 
sounds too mystical and 
spiritual. To be honest, it 
sounds like a scam.

It's not. The benefits of 
meditation or mindful-
ness appear proven. A 
15-20 minute session 
helped me deal with 
anxiety. It helped, a little, 
with my penchant for 
overreacting and helped 
me feel more rested. Per-
haps it was the placebo 
effect, but honestly, it gave me the calm to 
respond to a situation rather than a knee-
jerk reaction.

Meditating sounds so easy. Sit in a quiet 
room. Close your eyes. Then don't think 
about anything. There's the catch. We spend 
most of our days fixing issues or trying to 
get things done, that we don't ever just 
clear our minds for 15 or 20 minutes.

Just try it. Ignore your phone, computer, 
issues at work, financial difficulties or per-

haps even the stress of a divorce. Unlike 
exercise which works muscles, mindfulness 
gives the brain a rest. If you love your brain, 
give it a rest other than sleeping.

Personally, I like meditating on a verse in 
the Bible, not trying to 
define it or fit it into my 
life, just meditating on 
the words. The meaning 
comes later, if ever.

Despite feeling unnat-
ural, meditation or mind-
fulness products grow at 
an alarming rate. Dozens 
of apps focus on the 
technique that propo-
nents say will make you 
feel better and declutter 
your head.

Like exercise, I go for a 
few weeks at a time with-
out practicing. So I don't 
blame you for emptying 
your head of this column. 

Don't take my word 
for it. Look it up. You'll see study after study 
touts the benefits of mindfulness. Go on. 
Get out of your head.

Hippy-Dippy techniques  
for a better life

"The benefits of 
meditation or 
mindfulness  

appear proven. 
A 15-20 minute 

session helped me 
deal with anxiety. "

Gus Pearcy is a contributing columnist to the 
Center Grove ICON. He may be reached at 
(317) 403-6485 or pearcy.gus@sbcglobal.net. 
Gus blogs frequently at guspearcy 
communications.wordpress.com.

HUMOR

Here is to the Center Grove High School 
Class of 2016 (CGHS), 544 students who on 
June 5 were awarded diplomas and the con-
fidence to begin their lives’ journeys. 

Congratulations, too, to Bhumi Pate, the 
2016 valedictorian, who finished with a GPA 
of 4.745. Bhumi will study neuroscience at 
Indiana University with plans to go to medi-
cal school. Kudos, too, to Amritdev Parihar, 
salutatorian. Parihar finished with a GPA of 
4.739 and will also attend Indiana University 
where he plans to study biochemistry.

 “This is a very talented class,” said Doug 
Bird, principal, in a prepared statement. 
“They’ve earned more than $5 million in 
academic and athletic scholarships to con-
tinue their educations. That’s truly an excep-
tional display of their accomplishments.”

In addition, of all the graduates, 222 
received Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diplomas. No easy task and a testimony to 
the education that is available to a CGHS 
student. No easy task because students 
must meet additional requirements beyond 
the state mandates for a Core 40 diploma, 
including a GPA of a B or better; additional 
math, world language, and fine arts credits 
are also mandatory. 

In addition, fifty-two students received 
recognition for their membership in the 
National Honor Society. Scholarship, leader-
ship, character, and service were the prereq-
uisites – and they were selected by those 
who know them best: members of the Fac-
ulty Council. 

Your community is proud of you. You 
should be proud of your accomplishments, 
but also realize there are more challenges 
ahead. Success is attainable – find your pas-
sion and approach it with vigor. 

544 CGHS grads:
Journey begins now
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“Indy’s Oldest Heating & Cooling Co.”

317-639-1111 callthiele.com

FREE
2nd Opinion

Will be honored upon presentation of
Competitor Invoice at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 7/18/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

$59.95
Furnace

or Heat Pump
Tune Up

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 7/18/16.

133rd Anniversary Sale

Must present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Thiele 639-1111. Expires 7/18/16.

1/2
price

Service call
Must present at time of service.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount
W/ paid repair. Thiele 639-1111. Expires 7/18/16. M-F 8-4

133rd Anniversary Sale

No Hassle Financing Available! WAC

Save
$45

133rd Anniversary Sale

FREE
10 Year Warranty
on the purchase of a

90% furnace,
air conditioner or heat pump

Save up to

$480

A $3,312,000 pave-
ment preservation 
project—beginning 

at S.R. 144 in northwest Johnson County 
and extending to Wicker Road in southern 
Marion County—is on schedule for summer 
construction. Reith Riley, the state’s contrac-
tor, plans to patch S.R. 37 roadbed starting 
immediately after the July 4th weekend.  
Milling and paving operations should begin 
later in the month. Flaggers will be onsite to 
direct motorists around moving worksites.  
The state’s contract which has an October 
completion date includes work at drive and 

street/road approaches. They include:  S.R. 
144, C.R. 144, Stones Crossing, Old S.R. 37, 
Olive Branch Road, Bluff Lane, C.R. 900N, 
Smith Valley Road, Bluff Road, Fairview 
Drive, County Line Road, Glenns Valley Road 
and Wicker Road. A new 2-inch Stone Ma-
trix Asphalt (SMA) lift will restore S.R. 37’s 
surface and ride-ability while extending ser-
vice life.  This section of S.R. 37 has a traffic 
count of 33,270 vehicles per day. Motorists 
can learn about highway work zones and 
other traffic alerts at indot.carsprogram.org, 
1-800-261-ROAD (7623) or 511 from a mo-
bile phone.

SR 37 repaving project  
to start in July 

ROADS

Greenwood Lions Club
welcomes new members

The Greater Greenwood Lions Club welcomed six new members, four affiliate 
members, and one associate member into the ranks, at its May meeting. The club 
will meet in June on June 28, 7 p.m. at Golden Coral, 160 S. Marlin Dr., Greenwood.

MEMBERS

Johnson Memorial 
Health Weight Loss and 
Wellness Center an-

nounces a new community wide contest 
to encourage residents to lose weight. 
The contest – called the Johnson Memo-
rial Health Weight Loss and Wellness Center 
$10,000 Team Challenge – encourages par-
ticipants with winning big money prizes, 
fitness challenges, and weekly nutrition and 

fitness tips along the way. Teams of 5 com-
pete for the greatest percentage of weight 
loss from June 17 through Sept. 9. Partici-
pants can win cash prizes funded indepen-
dently and guaranteed by HealthyWage. 
The top-performing team will win $10,000; 
second place will win $5,000; and third 
place will win $3,000. For more information, 
visit healthywage.com/clients/Johnsoncom-
munity.

Wellness initiative to lose weight
HEALTH
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Bomb Pop
Bartender: Tiffany Moody
Location: BoJak’s, 377 E. 
Jefferson St.,  
Franklin, IN 46131
Ingredients and 
directions: Serve a tall rocks glass with 1 
oz. Blue Curaçao Liqueur and one ounce 
Smirnoff Ice malt beverage. Also fill a 
shotglass with grenadine syrup. Serve 
both the rocks glass and shot glass to the 
customer and instruct the customer to 
empty the shot glass into the rocks glass. 

Behind Bars:

  

Lisa Jones, Carpet Country in Greenwood

Where do you like to dine? Oaken Barrel Brewing Company 

What do you like to eat there? The pizza is really good and I like their specialties. 
I also like their beer. 

What do you like about this place? Very friendly. They have a great menu and 
the people there are nice. It has a really nice atmosphere. They have indoor dining and you can 
also eat outdoors. It is kid friendly, so you can bring your kids. 

Oaken Barrel Brewing Company is located at 50 Airport Pkwy., Greenwood, IN 46143.  
The phone number is (317) 887-2287.

Where We Dine:

  

CulinariaAn Option:
House of Thai
The scoop: House of Thai opened in March 
giving Center Grove and Greenwood residents 
another great option for Asian food. The new 
restaurant, located on SR 135 across the street 
from Menards in the White River shopping 
center next to Speck’s Pet Supply, serves a 
number of different curry dishes with your 
choice of protein: chicken, beef, pork, or tofu. 
Green curry, red curry, yellow curry, Panang 
curry, Mussaman curry, pineapple curry, 
mango curry, and roasted duck curry several 
of the options you have with most served with 
coconut milk for that unique Southeast Asian 
taste. Traditional entrees include Pad Kra Prow, 
Rama Delight, Ginger Lover, Pad Prik Khing, 
and Pad Ped. Noodles, soups, Thai fried rice, 
a number of healthy Thai salads are also on 
the menu. You can order red and white wines, 
sake and beer to go with your meal. 

Type of food: Thai

Recommendation: Orange chicken

Hours: Opens every day at 11 a.m.  
Mon. to Thurs. hours 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 4 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
dinner 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Location: 275 S. State Rd. 135,  
Greenwood, IN 46142

Phone: (317) 889-0886Father Vince celebrates  
25th anniversary as priest

Father Vincent P. Lampert, Pastor of St. Malachy Catholic Church, Brownsburg, talks with 
Ed Hoeping, left, while Ray Buening listens. Hoeping and Buening, Saints Francis and Clare 
parishioners, as well as many from the Southside, came to celebrate the Silver Anniversary 
celebration of Father Vince’s ordination June 5 at St. Malachy where he is pastor. Previously 
he was pastor at Saints Francis and Clare for 12 years - he also spent time at Our Lady of the 
Greenwood. 

Photo by Rick MyersANNIVERSARY

Step 1:

Step 2:

$1499

Large 1 topping traditional 
crust pizza and an order of 

breadsticks

Like us on Facebook! Exp: 7/16/2016

2 N State  
Rd #135

Bargersville, IN
317.422.8114

What's 
going on  

Center 
Grove?

email: news@
myICON.info  
to share your  

news and events.
To advertise in the Center 

Grove ICON, call us today at: 
(317) 300-8782.
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The Social of Greenwood Birthday Bash • Join this 1950s-style 
party celebrating 37 years of The Social. There is food, games, 
prizes, raffles, entertainment, cars and cake! | When: June 25, 11 
– 2 p.m. | Where: 550 Polk St., Greenwood. | Info: RSVP to (317) 
882-4810.

Indianapolis Blues Vintage Baseball Team • Vintage Base Ball 
is a game played by the rules and customs of an early period, 
the mid-19th century. | When: June 26, 1:30 p.m. | Where: Craig 
Park, Greenwood. | Info: Email indy.blues@yahoo.com.

Fight Club • From world record-breaking paper airplanes to 
parachutes, explore the world of extreme flying in this children’s 
school-age program. | When: June 21, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. | Where: 
White River Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | 
Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Self-Defense Class • Adult-teen program. | When: June 22, 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m. | Where: White River Library branch, 1664 Library 
Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Take the Library Challenge • Children in grades 5 – 12 can 
test library skills with relay races, speed shelving, book bingo 
and other games. | When: June 23, 3:30 – 5 p.m. | Where: White 
River Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Summer Concert Series: Henry 
Lee Summer • Join the 8th Annual 
Greenwood Park Mall Summer 
Concert Series presented by Ray 
Skillman Automotive. Henry Lee 
Summer is a Brazil, Ind. native who 
performs rock and roll, country, and 
blues. | When: June 23, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 
| Where: Near outdoor fountain on 
mall’s north side. | Info: Visit facebook.
com/GreenwoodParkMall.

Tot Art • Join for an art program just for toddlers Ages 1-3. 
| When: June 24, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. | Where: White River 
Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Color the County • Johnson County Community Foundation 
invites the public to paint murals, along with the winning 
artists, during Community Paint Days. | When and where: 
Bargersville, 10 S. Baldwin St., June 25, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.; 189 W. 
Main St., Greenwood, Aug. 5, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. | Info:  Visit jccf.
org/mural-program.

Freedom Festival • The theme of the parade is Freedom 
Festival – I’m Lovin’ It with Ronald McDonald as the grand 
marshal. | When: June 25, noon parade, 1 p.m. festival. | Where: 
Parade begins and ends at Greenwood Middle School. Festival 
is in Craig Park. | Info: Visit greenwood.in.gov/festival.

Hairbanger’s Ball • Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 day of show. 
| When: June 25, 7 p.m. | Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 W. 
Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Fourth of July Crafts • Attendee must be between ages of 5 
and 11 years old. Create sparkling fireworks and fun patriotic 
artwork. | When: June 27, 4 – 4:45 p.m. | Where: White River 
Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Beginning Yoga • Stretch, unwind, and relax with Beginning 
Yoga. Attendee must be between the grades of 6 and 
adult. | When: June 28, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. | Where: White River 
Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Meet And Eat • The Greater Greenwood Lions Club will install 
new officers at its meeting. | When: June 28, 6:30 meet and 
eat, 7 p.m. meeting. | Where: Golden Coral, 160 S. Marlin Dr., 
Greenwood. | Info: Call Vickie Gilmore, (812) 603-4440.

Kevin Gregory’s Weather Camp • Children 6 to 11 years old 
can learn about Indiana weather and television broadcasting 
from WRTV meteorologist Kevin Gregory. | When: June 29, 11 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Where: White River Library branch, 1664 
Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

The Time of the Phoenix: The Franklin Fires • Franklin College 
will host a special screening of a 35-minute documentary about 
the 1985 fires at the college. | When: June 30, 6 p.m. Doors open 
5:30 p.m. | Where: Franklin College, Richardson Chapel. | Info: 
Call (317) 738-8051.

Summer Concert Series: Mike and Joe • Join the 8th Annual 
Greenwood Park Mall Summer Concert Series presented by Ray 
Skillman Automotive with this cover band that plays modern 
rock music from the 70’s through today. | When: June 30, 7 – 
8:30 p.m. | Where: Near outdoor fountain on mall’s north side. | 
Info: Visit facebook.com/GreenwoodParkMall.

Uncle Phil’s Diner • This summer camp continues with 
Center Grove Fine Arts Academy’s mission to share quality 
opportunities for families to see and learn about the arts. 
| When: July 30, 1 and 6 p.m. Tickets go on sale July 1. Camp 
begins July 24. | Where: Show at New Hope Church. | Cost: 
Camp, $75 per student. Show, $15 adults, $8 children under 12. 
| Info: Visit centergrovechurch.org.

Pizza & Wine Night • Bring lawn chairs and picnic blankets 
to spread out on the lawn and enjoy pizza and wine with live 
music by Zanadoo. | When: July 2, 5 – 9 p.m. | Where: Mallow 
Run Winery, 6964 W. Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: Visit 
mallowrun.com.

Hooray for the Hula Hoop • Attendee must be between 5 and 
11 years old. Discover the wonders of the hula hoop through 
games, science and crafts. | When: July 5, 4 – 5 p.m. | Where: 
White River Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | 
Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Summer Concert Series: Zanna Doo • Join the 8th Annual 
Greenwood Park Mall Summer Concert Series presented by Ray 
Skillman Automotive with rock, disco, Motown, retro, 90s and 
top 40 hits. | When: July 7, 7 – 8:30 p.m. | Where: Near outdoor 
fountain on mall’s north side. | Info: Visit facebook.com/
GreenwoodParkMall.

Greenwood Summer Concert Series: Living Proof • Presented 
by Mallow Run Winery and Oaken Barrel Brewing Company. | 
When: July 9, 7 p.m. | Where: Greenwood Amphitheater. | Info: 
Visit greenwood.in.gov.

Polka Boy • Tickets available for $15 in advance, $20 day of 
show. | When: July 9, 7 p.m. | Where: Mallow Run Winery, 6964 
W. Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Colorful Coasters • Coloring is not just for kids anymore. Relax 
and color some intricate designs that will be used to create 
drink coasters. | When: July 12, 6:30 – 8 p.m. | Where: White 
River Library branch, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit 
pageafterpage.org.

Teen Mystery Dinner • Unmask the villain during a dinner filled 
with murder, suspects, and clues. Registration is limited. | When: 
July 13, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. | Where: White River Library branch, 
1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. | Info: Visit pageafterpage.org.

Summer Concert Series: 
Love and Theft • Join the 
8th Annual Greenwood Park 
Mall Summer Concert Series 
presented by Ray Skillman 
Automotive. Love and 
Theft, an original country 
band is best known for their 
number one hit “Angel Eyes”. 
| When: July 14, 7 – 8:30 
p.m. | Where: Near outdoor 
fountain on mall’s north side. 
| Info: Visit facebook.com/
GreenwoodParkMall.

Eats & Beats Night • Food trucks will be lined up. Toy Factory will 
perform. | When: July 16, 5 – 9 p.m. | Where: Mallow Run Winery, 
6964 W. Whiteland Rd., Bargersville. | Info: Visit mallowrun.com.

Greenwood Summer Concert Series: Tastes Like Chicken 
• Presented by Mallow Run Winery and Oaken Barrel Brewing 
Company. | When: July 16, 7 p.m. | Where: Greenwood 
Amphitheater. | Info: Visit greenwood.in.gov.

NIGHT & DAY
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Taxwright Inc.
390 N. Madison Ave., #103

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 620-1512
taxwright.net

Best advice: Look into things before you do 
them.

Best business decision: To get out of the 
house and start getting into the world. That 
led me to networking and a lot of business 
growth.

Worst advice: Worst advice I ever got was to 
go into financial planning as part of my tax 
business. Problem is that the companies that 
want you to do this really just want a mutual 
fund salesperson. To me, the desire of the 
broker-dealer to make new sales is in conflict 
with my idea of planning which is to move 
slow and steady.

Secret to success: I like to talk to people and 
people like to hear what I say. It is a topic I am 
passionate about that few people are. If you 
don’t care about something, then you won’t 
be that involved in it.

In 5 years... I’d like to have a staff, instead of 
just one part-time person. Then I can go out 
and talk to people more.

How did Mike do it?

By Nicole Davis
Taxes are complicated. For that reason, or another, many indi-

viduals and business owners tend to avoid the topic. Good or bad, 
everyone has to deal with it. Mike Wright, owner of Taxwright in 
Greenwood, says he knows the ins and outs of the tax codes well 
and is always eager to help small business owners and individuals 
understand their accounting needs.

“I worked with a client once that for a variety of reasons had not 
been filing tax returns for several years,” Wright said. “He felt he 
owed large sums of money and had been paying some. When I got 
to work with him and bring things up to date, we found he in fact 
did not owe money, but had substantial refunds that were owed 
to him. That’s pretty gratifying. That doesn’t happen often, but it 
does happen. With equal truth, I’ve had to hit some people with a 
$30,000 tax bill. You can’t know what it is until you come to grips 
with it.”

Wright previously worked 
for 30 years as an insurance 
auditor. For 10 of those years, 
he traveled across Indiana 
and other states, responsible 
for audit departments across 
the country. Wanting a 
change, he put a sign in the 
yard of his Perry Township 
home that said ‘Taxes: Your 
Place or Mine’ and started 
filing taxes out of his base-
ment in 1992.

When the business grew 
to be more professional and 
less like a hobby, Wright 
stopped doing insurance 
audits to concentrate on taxes. At first he focused on individual tax 
returns, with a large senior citizen clientele. 

With time, he realized the people who truly need his help are 
small business owners. Many business owners become discouraged 
after working hard all year only to pay more in taxes and see no fi-
nancial benefit for themselves. They may begin to wonder why not 
go to work for someone else to draw a regular paycheck. There is a 
better way, Wright said. 

“When you’re an accountant working with very small businesses, 
they don’t understand many accounting concepts and rightfully 
so,” Wright said. “But I was always hampered by the fact that when 
someone asked me a question, I knew the accounting answer but 
how to make that clear to someone was often difficult. As I was 
reading Profit First by Michael Michalowicz, it was obvious that this 
guy had gotten the answers in a way that was understandable and 
allowed me to show the accounting stuff behind it.”

Profit First operates under the formula of sales minus profit 
equals expenses. Set aside profit first and what’s left is for expenses. 

“Now you’re starting to say, do I really need to spend this, or how 
can I do this for less money? That is a tool that is very powerful for 
business owners to use,” Wright said.

Wright said small businesses often don’t do a good enough job of 
tracking their expenses, so at tax time they cannot deduct as much 
as they could have. The biggest expense, he says, is the use of the 
automobile, which requires a lot of attention to detail to obtain a 

deduction. The second mistake business owners tend to make is not 
providing a profit for themselves.

“Income and wealth are not the same thing,” he said. “Income is 
what you bring in. Wealth is what you keep. In fact, they’re lucky to 
say they have an emergency fund. That is a mistake for small busi-
nesses.”

The largest client Wright serves has 10 employees. Wright has 
one, part-time staff member aside from himself. He said he is ac-
tively seeking new clients year-round who are interested in working 
to build their business profits. 

“I really appreciate the chance to dig into someone’s problems,” 
he said. “(My clients) know I’m interested in their success and not 
just the income that I can make.”

•	 I like to read. I also watch too much TV. 

•	 When the weather is good, I do small 
woodworking projects. I’ve built a table, 
built a bed. I plan to build a tear drop 
camper this summer. I’m looking forward 
to that.

•	 When we lived in Texas, I wrote the 
charter for the town we lived in. 
Somewhere in their archives there is a 
document with my signature. We were 
only there for two years.

•	 I am a member of the Greater Greenwood 
Chamber of Commerce. I work with 
United Way of Johnson County as a 
loaned executive and am on Greenwood 
Arts Council.

•	 My wife, Jackie, and I have lived in 
Perry Township since 1980. My son 
lives in Acton with his wife and our two 
grandkids.

Getting to know Mike… The Wright way to wealth 
Mike Wright, owner of Taxwright, takes a  

Profit First approach to accounting and tax preparation

Mike Wright � Photo by Nicole Davis

"Profit First 
operates under the 

formula of sales 
minus profit equals 
expenses. Set aside 

profit first and 
what’s left is for 

expenses."
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Powerful  
solutions  
for powerful 
businesses.

Businesses depend 
on Duke Energy for 
our reliable service, 
competitive rates, and 
technical support to help 
manage their energy use. 

Our award-winning site 
selection services are 
also available to help our 
business customers gain 
a competitive edge – and 
have a positive impact on 
our communities.

DOUGH Southside Business Leader Extra

OPEN 4 BIZ

Growing up, Tonya Mackie enjoyed play-
ing the part of a hair dresser with her grand-
mother and even thought about attending 
cosmetology school. Instead, she pursued a 
career in design and business. So when her 
two daughters began attending cosmetolo-
gy school, the idea for a family-owned salon 
was the perfect fit.

Willow Salon, at 520 N. State Rd. 135 in 
Greenwood, is owned by Tonya and Warner 
Mackie and Whitni and Ben Ward. The six-
chair salon opened on April 4 and offers 
hair, nail and makeup services.

Tonya and Warner, who reside in the 
Center Grove area, have four children. Their 
daughter, Whitni, has 
completed cosmetology 
school while Mackenzie 
is currently pursuing her 
education.

 “It’s rewarding be-
cause this is something 
we’ve done completely 
as a family,” Tonya said. 
“To be able to work as a 
mom with my daughters is a great experi-
ence as well.”

Here, Tonya answers questions about Wil-
low Salon:

Why did you open this business?
My oldest daughter has been doing hair 

since ’09. My youngest daughter is going 
to school now and will want to come to a 
salon. We did this to start a family business. 
My husband and I have owned Greenwood 
Lawn & Garden for 25 years. We did this for 
the opportunity to own a business with our 
girls. 

What did you do to prepare for opening 
your business?

We did a lot of research on the area and 
the expenses of opening a business. We 
want to be fair to anyone that works for us. 
We are a commission-based salon. 

Who is your ideal customer/client?
We offer services to women, men and 

children. Anyone in need of hair, nail, make-
up or waxing services and wanting quality 
service with a kind, friendly environment. 
Our hope is to make our clients feel special 
and important and provide quality service.

How do you plan to be 
successful?

By giving our clients 
the service and quality 
they deserve. We’re also 
doing a lot of events and 
getting involved in the 
community. We plan to 
do a lot for the communi-
ty and give back, not just 

expect the community to come to us.

What would we be surprised to learn 
about you or your company?

All the work was done by our family. The 
wood wall, front desk, the drink bar, the 
pipe shelving, pipe coat rack, pipe purse 
hooks, sliding barn door and cabinets were 
all designed and custom-made by our fam-
ily.

Cuts and comfort

Willow Salon
520 N. State Rd. 135

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 360-6006

facebook.com/Willow- 
Salon-535683806612041

Compiled by Nicole Davis

Greenwood’s family-owned Willow Salon  
offers hair, nail and makeup services

From left front, Chara Peña, Tonya Mackie, Whitni Ward; back, Mackenzie Mackie, Brandy Mueller, 
Warner Mackie and Ben Ward. Not pictured, Lynn Evans. � Photo by Nicole Davis

PEER TO PEER

Howard Hubler can be reached at  
howard@hubler.com.

By Howard Hubler
My daughter Christi I just returned from 

Europe with our significant others. The big-
gest comparisons we made regarded labor. 
Probably the most common entry point for 
American labor is waiting tables. In Europe, 
waiting tables is a time-honored tradition. I 
don't know waiters/waitresses earn but the 
men and women who waited tables in Eu-
rope did so with absolute pride and dignity. 
Whether they were explaining a hamburger 
or quail Faux Gras, they did it was such a ro-
mantic flair that to a guy like me who would 
not eat a quail liver on a dare, everything 
sounded wonderful.

A lot has been written about attitude in 
life. It's been said that if you are ill health 
and have a wonderful attitude you are bet-
ter off than a person in good health who is 
a sourpuss. People wait tables in Europe as 
though it is a life's calling. They do it with 
their heads held high and with an attitude 
as though they can hardly wait to get to 
work the next day. 

Yes, I loved Europe, but I could hardly 
wait to get back home. You know, some-
times when I go to "Free Pie Wednesday" or 
"Happy Hour Milkshakes," I just like to see a 
little bit of that European excitement, for-
mality and some of that enthusiasm in the 
good old American waiter staff. Believe me, 
it starts from McDonald's and it goes all the 
way up to a five-star restaurant in Europe. 
Somehow as an American businessman, I 
wish I could bottle this attitude and bring 
it home for everyone to adopt this type of 
class in the products that they represent.

In closing I have to be thoroughly candid 
with you. The first thing I did upon returning 
home was get an all-American hamburger, 
sink my teeth into it, and wash it down with 
a large American cup of coffee. The wait 
staff … they were’nt so bad either. A little 
familiar, but that's the good old USA. 

My fun-filled 
European 
vacation
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Dan Miller is founder and president 
of Historical Solutions LLC - Ideas and 
Inspiration Through History. Dan uses history 
to help people strengthen their leadership. 
His website is historicalsolutions.com.

BIZ HISTORY

DOUGHSouthside Business Leader Extra

By Dan Miller
It was a Sunday,  June 19.  
A stout-looking man, walked near the 

Ohio River. Strong, six-feet tall, athletic. The 
settlers who lived along the river in the year 
1803 called him William Clark.

Clark knew Major Change, the kind that al-
ters the direction of a person's life or, at least, 
a significant part of a person's direction. 
Major Change affects a person's work, home, 
health, family, and more.

His parents had recently died. Major 
Change. His oldest brother teetered on bank-
ruptcy and financial ruin. Clark had been 
forced to sell the family home in Louisville, 
Ky., to help pay his brother's bills. Major 
Change.

A man well known to Clark also confront-
ed Major Change. Like Clark, he was strong, 
well-built, arrived in Louisville from Virginia 
as a teenager, and was 33 years old.

York was Clark's slave. 
The Major Change affecting Clark affected 

York, too. If the Clarks' financial status wors-
ened, one option for raising money was to 
sell slaves. To York, this prospect of Major 
Change was horrifying.

Major Change weighed on Clark and York. 

Yet neither man realized that Major Change 
was itself about to change.

That's because on this Sunday in Washing-
ton D.C. a young man had just sat down at 
his desk. He picked up a goose-feather pen, 
dipped the tip in a small bottle of black ink, 
and scratched words across the stiff paper. 
For an instant, the man formed an image of 
William Clark in his mind at this desk, in the 
young nation's capital city. Then, he wrote: 
"From the long and uninterrupted friend-
ship and confidence which has subsisted 
between us I feel no hesitation in making 
to you the following communication ..." He 
signed with his name, Meriwether Lewis.

A new form of Major Change moved to-
ward Clark and York in a letter. The expedi-
tion of Lewis and Clark and, yes, York was 
about to begin.

Major change on a small letter

leadershipjohnsoncounty.org | 101 Branigin Boulevard • Franklin, Indiana 46131

Back from left: Mark Clark,  
Amanda DeBusk, Kevin Steinmetz,  
Eric Long, Jack Russell, Paul Hoffman,  
John Pitt, Andy Bowen, Greg Miscik,  
Brett Perks, Lincoln Pagel 

Middle from left: Andy Moorman, Jake Stiles, 
Bart Fox, Tania Cree, Melissa Parramore,  
Sue Dugan, Melissa Claprodt, Don Kinsey,  
Danny Causey, Jenny Blevins, Sara Thompson,  
Doug Adams

Front from left: Joy McClain, Emily Marten,  
Marla Steigerwald, Crystal Hunt, Emily Gettum, 
Stephanie Sutt, Sarah Trueblood, Jennifer Bostrom, 
Alaina Sullivan, Amy Dalton, Marie Storm, Tara Payne

Congratulations to the LJC Class of 2016

Hops & Fire opens in Greenwood
The Greater Greenwood Chamber of Commerce celebrated on May 17 the opening of Hops & Fire, a 
craft beer tap house in Greenwood located at 1259 North SR 135.  Photo by Brian Ruckle

BIZ BRIEF
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3925 River Crossing Pkwy, Suite 300   |   Indianapolis, IN 46240   |   317.472.2200   |   info@somersetcpas.com

BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS,
DELIVERING  RESULTS.

somersetcpas.com

Mike Heffner is the owner of the Greenwood 
Express Employment Professionals franchise. 
Contact Mike at mike.heffner@expresspros.
com or visit www.expressindysouth.com.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Join Us for an Inspirational Leadership Event

(317) 888-5700
For more info call:

REGISTER TODAY AT  
REFRESHLEADERSHIP.COM/LIVE

WHAT GOT YOU HERE,  
WON’T GET YOU THERE

MARSHALL GOLDSMITH 

Q&A: LEADERSHIP LESSONS  
FROM INSIDE THE PAINT

SHAQUILLE “SHAQ” O’NEAL

THE 10 Ls  
OF LEADERSHIP

KAPLAN MOBRAY 

DOUGH Southside Business Leader Extra

horizonbank.com
888-873-2640

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE • SENSIBLE ADVICE®

At Horizon, we understand you need a 

business loan that can grow and flex along 

with your needs. With great rates and 

personalized service from people who 

put your business first, a Horizon business 

loan can help take your business further.

Talk to your local 
Business Advisor today!

Loan Decisions Next  
Business Day - Guaranteed*

IMAGINE
a business loan

Member FDIC *Applies to Loan Requests of $250,000 or less. See an Advisor for details.

that grows with you.

By Mike Heffner
The most asked question in my world right 

now from an employer is “Why is it so hard to 
find good people?” Currently, that is a loaded 
question that I will try to answer the best that 
I can.

The labor market in this area is what most 
considers as “full employment.” Basically it 
means there is one job open for every person 
who wants one. You would think that is a 
perfect situation, right? 

The reality is this: In the US today, there 
are 159 million (+/-) people who are working. 
That is more Americans working than ever 
before. If you go off of the unemployment 
rates, there are about 7.9 million people who 
are unemployed. Job openings have been 
running in the 5.5 million range and about 
1.5 million people turnover in their current 
positons each month. So, you have about 7 
million positions open and about 8 million 
people looking.  None of these numbers are 
exact, but in general, it’s safe to say there is 
one opening for every person who wants to 
work.

Here is the kicker: Not all of the openings 
match up with all of the skills, shift, pay and 

location that people have or want. This has 
created a real supply and demand problem 
and makes the unemployment rate feel even 
lower. It also makes the job market very frus-
trating if the skill you have isn’t in demand. 
Conversely, the employer who is looking for 
an individual with a specific skillset that’s in 
demand can become very frustrated because 
it can take a long time to find. Which then 
drives up cost and makes it harder for the 
business to grow.

My advice to employers right now is to 
be open to teach and train new employees. 
Look for attitude, work ethic and transfer-
able skills. In addition, look at your overall 
employee engagement and retention ef-
forts with the current staff you have. With 
this being a crazy political year, I think the 
labor market is in for a ride over the next few 
months.

What is going on right now?



June 18 – July 15, 2016
Center Grove ICON
myICON.info   

24

A Place to Serve
For Bill and Julie Weinberg 

and their daughters Addison 
and Jocelyn, Stones Crossing 
Church has provided their fam-
ily with a place to continually 

grow their relationship with God and others. 
“Stones Crossing is a community in which we are 

encouraged to establish solid relationships,” Julie 
says. “Relationships are extremely important in our 
church.”

Actively involved in All Pro Dad’s, Bill meets with 
dads from Center Grove Middle School North once a 
month for a Chick-fil-A breakfast.  

“Our purpose is to encourage dads to spend qual-
ity time with their kids with the goal of having better 
conversations,” Bill says.  

Both Bill and Julie have been involved with Bible 
Study Fellowship (BSF) outside of Stones Crossing for 
several years. BSF is an interdenominational study 
hosted by churches within the community.

What is it about your place of worship that helps 
you to grow spiritually?

For our kids, it’s very relational and individual. Ad-
dison has had the same group leader for four years 
and she is like a second mom to her. They see Christ 

lived out not only in their relationships at home, but 
the ones at church, too. 

 We don’t just have the opportunity to receive 
from our church, but our church gives us the oppor-
tunity to be able to serve back to them. It allows us 
to grow in the way that Christ wants us to through 
serving and loving one another.

Why would you recommend your place of  
worship to someone?

It’s hard to give just one reason; it’s a great com-
munity. They’re welcoming and warm, and they 
preach gospel-centered Biblical messages. We have 
a lot of different spiritual maturities in our church, so 
we are focused on letting each person take their next 
step with Christ wherever they are in their walk.

Stones Crossing Church
7000 Stones Crossing Rd. W.

Greenwood, IN 46143
(317) 893-2483

stonescrossing.com

Compiled by Beth Wade

By Pastor  
Chris Philbeck

Robert Louis 
Stevenson, author of such well known 
books as “Treasure Island” and “The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” spent much 
of his life struggling with serious health is-
sues. In spite of it, he remained eternally 
optimistic. One day when his fever was 
running high and he couldn’t control his 
coughing attacks, his wife said, somewhat 
cynically, “I suppose you still believe it’s a 
wonderful day.” To which Stevenson replied, 
“Yes, I do. I will never permit a row of medi-
cine bottles to block my horizon.” 

What a great perspective. And what a 
great reminder of the truth that nothing is 
more critical when it comes to the quality 
of our day-to-day lives than our attitude. In 
his book, “Strengthening Your Grip,” Charles 
Swindoll writes, “Attitude is more important 
than the past, than education, than money, 
than circumstances, than what other people 
think or say or do… We cannot change the 
inevitable. The only thing we can do is play 
on the one string we have, and that is our 
attitude.” 

When I was in college I had a part-time 
job working at a household appliances 
store. My boss had the best attitude of any-
one I ever met. No matter what happened, 

no matter how stressful or difficult the day, 
he would always find something positive 
to focus on and to say. I can’t say that I’ve 
always followed his example but I will tell 
you that there have been many times over 
the past 40 years when I have remembered 
his words. 

I think of him when I read Philippians 4:8 
where Paul writes, “Finally, brothers, whatev-
er is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. What you 
have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you.” 

Are there rows of problems and fears at-
tempting to block your horizon today? If so, 
look past them and remember tomorrow 
is going to be a better day, especially if you 
have the right attitude.

Chris Philbeck is senior pastor of  
Mount Pleasant Christian Church.  
You may email him at  
inquiry@mpccministry.com  
or call (317) 881-6727.

Adjusting our attitudes

Bill and Julie Weinberg grow their family and 
spiritual relationship at Stones Crossing Church

FAITH

WHERE WE 
WORSHIP

DEVOTIONAL

Julie and Bill Weinberg with their daughters, Addison and Jocelyn.� Submitted Photo

The Agape Perform-
ing Arts Company, a new 
ministry of Our Lady of 

the Greenwood, presented its first produc-
tion, "Into the Woods, Jr," June 16 - 18. To 
help publicize the play, the cast hosted a 
Mother/ Daughter Storybook Tea at Our 
Lady of the Greenwood Church on May 21. 
Guests had refreshments, made a garland 
craft, had their fingernails painted, heard 
stories, played games, and had the op-

portunity to have their pictures taken with 
Cinderella, Rapunzel, and Little Red Riding 
Hood. 

The Agape Performing Arts Company is 
open to OLG parishioners and youth from 
the community. The cast includes perform-
ers from Our Lady of the Greenwood, St. 
Roch's, Saints Francis and Clare, and Holy 
Rosary Churches. Ticket information is avail-
able at thelittleboxoffice,com/agape.

Agape Performing Arts of 
Greenwood presents Into the Woods 

MINISTRY
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Charles R. Thomas, M.D. owns Chateau 
Thomas Winery with locations in Plainfield, 
Fishers, Bloomington and Nashville. Contact 
him at charlest@chateauthomas.com.

Regina Miller owns Geek in Pink.  
Contact her with tech questions at  
regina@geekinpink.com or (317) 882-1606.

By Regina Miller
My computer 
somehow 

updated itself to Windows 10 and now all 
my mapped drives are gone. Help!

This seems to be happening a lot, but 
the good news is it doesn’t mean the data 
is gone. Often it simply needs to be re-
mapped. Most people discover that if they 
manually look for the data on the attached 
external drive or by browsing their network 
from File Explorer they are able to locate the 
files. Of course, it’s much easier to find and 
work with that data if the network drive is 
mapped.

In fact, some programs require the pro-
cess in order to access the file so it can ef-
ficiently read and write to it. This means that 
file location, or path, is given a drive letter 
and shows up as a regular drive on the com-
puter (much like your internal hard drive or 
CD drive). As long as the drive is connected 
either physically or on the same network 
you should be able to add the drive letter 
back by opening File Explorer (whose icon 
is in the task bar) and selecting “This PC” on 

the left hand side then selecting “Map Net-
work Drive” at the top.  

A window will open that will allow you 
to select the drive letter you want to as-
sign. You then navigate to folder you would 
like to map as a network drive by selecting 
browse. This will fill in the path of the folder 
that the drive letter will point to. 

In many cases recently upgraded Win-
dows 10, users will find that when they se-
lect the drive letter it is already taken by the 
old connection. You can select that drive let-
ter and overwrite the old connection to cre-
ate this new one. After you have completed 
the prompts to create the mapped drive, be 
sure to reboot the computer and to confirm 
the drive letter is present and goes to the 
location you intended. 

  

Problems with Windows 10

By Charles R. 
Thomas, M.D.

A fantastic wine 
not often found in 

a typical grocery store is Anglianico, a pre-
mium red wine originally made in Southern 
Italy near Naples in Basilicata. It is believed 
that this grape was brought to Italy in the 
6th century B.C. Anglianico received DOC 
status (Italy's best) in 1971 and is the only 
wine in Basilicata to have that rating. It has 
been said that this wine could have been 
one of Italy's greatest with the right produc-
tion, advertisement, and luck. Most declare 
that Anglianico rivals both the great San-
gioveses of Tuscany and the Nebbiolos of 
Piedmont Italy. 

Anglianico is grown in the mountainous 
region of Mount Vulture and to areas south 
and west. The best grapes are grown at ele-
vations of 600 meters or so. Clay is common. 
The grapevine typically has a late harvest 
maturation (late October to mid-Novem-
ber). While Italy is the primary area where 
this grape is grown, other areas such as 
California produce this a well. The vineyards 
where Chateau Thomas Winery sources its 
grapes, Herringer Vineyards, grows Angli-
anico and also produces Anglianico wine.

A grape that matures late is a blessing for 

a winemaker since the fermentation tanks 
may well be empty by the time this grape 
is ready for harvest. Anglianico is one of the 
few late harvest grapes that is not made 
into a dessert-style wine. After fermenta-
tion and pressing, the wine is barrel-aged. In 
earlier times in Italy, chestnut barrels were 
used, but oak is now the preferred wood. 
The resultant wine after one year of aging is 
an intensely dark ruby colored wine, heavy 
in body. The aromas and bouquets are pri-
marily those of cherry and chocolate. They 
are often somewhat rustic and tannic, but 
with long finish. As they age, however, they 
soften as the tannins polymerize. These 
well-made wines can age 20 years or more.

Food pairings for these wines involves 
food that pairs with sturdy, complex wines 
such as grilled, roasted meats, classic sauc-
es, Spiced foods such as barbeque, Cajun, 
and other spice-laden foods and sturdy yel-
low or pungent cheeses. Check with you lo-
cal wine store to find some Anglianico!

Lesser-known Anglianico 
worth a try

LIFESTYLE

WINE & DINE

TECH SAVVY

TsT Home Improvement Services 
Tip of the Month  By Tom S. Truesdale

               

 

TsT Home Improvement Services
Helping people one job at a time...

317-550-8677
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Plainfield, IN • email: thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com
website: tsthomeimprovement.com

Summer Projects
Summer is finally here! The summer season 
is always a busy time for contractors as the 
summer weather is ideal for completing exterior 
projects. If you have been planning to complete 
a project at your home do not delay in calling a 
local contractor as the summer schedule is busy 
and unfortunately fall will be here before we 
know it. This month I have listed a few projects 
that are ideal during the summer season.

• Gutters replacement - check gutters that may 
have been damaged by winter ice accumulation.
• Siding repair and replacement; check for 
detached siding and rotted areas. Before 
painting existing siding, determine if it  
needs to be replaced.
• Painting - exterior painting is a seasonal 
activity, if your home is in need of painting, do 
not wait till the end of the summer to begin 
getting bids.
• Window replacement - if during the winter 

season you noticed icing, condensation or 
cold drafts around any windows, repair or 
replacement is most likely necessary.
• Deck repairs, staining and sealing
• Deck / patio / paver construction
• Roofing replacement
•  Side walk and driveway repairs  

and replacement
• Attached or detached building additions

The projects I have listed can range from simple 
to complex, therefore it is to the homeowners 
advantage to start the planning process as early 
as possible. Selecting products and a contractor 
can take time. My advice this month is to begin 
planning that summer project before it is too 
late. As always consult with a local qualified 
Construction Professional before starting your 
project. Have a great summer season and I 
hope this month’s tips are helpful. Please do not 
hesitate to call if you have any questions. TsT
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In her four years as executive director of the Center Grove Education Foundation, Carla 
Johnson has helped the organization grow and prosper. She is stepping down from the 
position at the end of June and moving to Tennessee, but says Center Grove will always 
have a special place in her heart.

“With schools, you don’t get the opportunity to just be stagnate,” she says. “You’re 
moving, either forward or backward. Center Grove has moved forward for a 
long time. That’s intentional by the school board, administration, faculty 
and staff, parent organizations and the Center Grove Education 
Foundation. It’s a privilege for me to be part of a large cast of 
people helping Center Grove continue to move forward in a 
positive direction.”

Carla and her husband, Jeff, moved to Center Grove 
in 2007, with two of their five kids still in high school. 
She volunteered with parent organizations before 
taking a role in public relations at the school for three 
years, until 2010. In 2012, she was hired as executive 
director for CGEF.

“When I started, all of the records were spread 
out on 15 different computers of the board 
members,” she says. “Unfortunately, a lady whose 
name is synonymous with the foundation, Sherrie 
Buchanan, passed away a month after I got 
the position. We didn’t have the luxury to call 
her and ask, how did you do it? We were pretty 
much starting from scratch. We had a wonderful, 
energized board. Now, with the efforts we’ve made, 
we bought donor development software so now we 
have a central location that’s web based.”

Carla says the momentum that CGEF has developed 
is evidenced by this year’s Gala for the Grove. They 
broke records in every area: attendance, donations 
and donations from the silent auction. In the 2014 – 15 
school year, the foundation received $12-13,000 in grant 
applications. This past year, 2015-16 they received $97,000 
in grant applications.

 “All of our funds come from the community; that’s who 
supports it,” she says. “It’s just Center Grove people helping 
Center Grove people and giving a great education to our 
kids.”

Carla and Jeff always planned to retire Tennessee, 
where they previously lived for 15 years, and enjoy 
the milder climate. With her husband’s ability to work 
remotely and their children all residing out of Indiana, 
now’s the time to return. She says she plans to stay 
around for a little longer and volunteer to help train her 
replacement if necessary, and looks forward to returning 
as a guest at next year’s gala.

“I feel like I really hope we can pass that baton at full stride 
to the next person, who can capitalize on that,” she says. “I’m 
confident that it will keep growing.”

Here, learn more about our July Icon of the Month, Carla Johnson:

What do you consider your greatest virtue? Tenacity.  I just don’t give up!

What do you most deplore in others? Selfishness.

What do you like most about living in Center Grove? Everything! The people of our 
community are Center Grove’s greatest assets. I love this community!

If you had to live anywhere else in the Metro Indianapolis area, where would it be? I 
would stay right here … except the question is “had to.” If I had to choose, I would try living 
on the canal in downtown Indy (but only because I no longer have kids in school).

If you could begin life over, what would you change? I would take some things less 
seriously, and be more adventurous.

If money were no issue, how would you spend it? Travel. I want to go everywhere!

What makes you happiest? Spending time with our family all together. All the love 
and chaos rejuvenates me!

What is your favorite vacation spot? Isle of Capri, near Naples, Italy. We just 
discovered this spot a few weeks ago – and it is so beautiful it doesn’t even 

seem real!

What do you do with idle time? What in the world is idle time?

What is it that makes you angry? Injustice.

What do you do to escape from reality? Reality is awesome, 
so I don’t typically look for an escape … however, I truly love 
time on and in the water … ocean, lake, or river … doesn’t really 

matter!

What or who is the greatest love of your life? Jesus. He is 
always faithful, challenges me, and never lets me down.

Which living person in Center Grove do you most admire? 
This is tough, as CG is simply full to the brim with amazing people. 
However, I most admire my pastor, Chris Philbeck, at Mount 
Pleasant Christian Church. We could all learn more about love and 
compassion from him – and he truly loves this community and 

desires what is best for all of us and for the future.

What is the quality you like most in a man? Unwavering 
integrity.

What is the quality you like most in a woman? Loyal 
friendship.

What is your greatest extravagance? Travel.

What are your fears/phobias? Fear of living a small life, as 
opposed to life abundantly.

What has been the happiest time of your life?  I have 
been blessed with a generous helping of happiness during 

every season of my life. My happiest memories are growing 
up with my cousins (who remain close, more like siblings), 

enjoying my extended family and my children in every phase of 
their lives.

Which talent would you most like to 
possess? I SO wish I could sing.  What I lack 

in talent, I make up for in volume!

What do you most value in your friends? Openness to lovingly sharing 
life with them – with all its joy and sorrow.

Which historical figure do you most admire? The Apostle Paul.

What is your greatest regret? I choose to dwell instead on life lessons learned, and my 
greatest joys – which far outweigh any regrets.

What tenet do you live by? Above all, love. 

Compiled by Nicole Davis

ICON of the Month
Carla Johnson Executive director of Center Grove Education 

Foundation ‘passes the baton at full stride’
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LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICE

LAWN SERVICE
Grant Key’s

F R E E  E S T I M AT E S
(317) 727-7999

email: keylawn@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
HOA’S • CHURCHES

MOWING • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • MULCHING 
HEDGE TRIMMING • SNOW REMOVAL • SALTING/DEICING 

Your KEY 
to Quality 

Service
Specializing in…

MOWING 
FROM 
$39

LANDSCAPING/LAWN SERVICEYOUR AD COULD BE HERE

CENTER GROVE

CONNECTING                SOUTHSIDE. My CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
LANDSCAPING NEEDS

•  Tree & Shrub Removal  
and Installation 

•  Concrete Sidewalks, Patios  
& Driveways 

• Top Soil Deliveries,  
Drainage Issues

Office: 889-8423  
or Cell: 319-2617

Family Owned & Operated Since 1950

Kenny Albers Landscaping

Locally owned and operated
Nick’s Tree Service

AVAILABLE SERVICES

CALL TODAY    317-524-9100

• Tree removal • Trimming
• Stump grinding • Finish grading

• Bucket truck work • Climbing 
• Lot clearing 

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Advertise in the Service Guide… Call (317) 300-8782 for more information.

Quiz on Page 5

1. A
2. B
3. D
4. D
5. A

Visit online:
myICON.info

P​LACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN  
THE CENTER GROVE ICON!

​4 Help Wanted​ 4 Event Announcements
​4 Services Offered ​4 Merchandise For Sale

​4 Real Estate & For Rent

Call (317)300-8782

Staff Management | SMX is 
Hiring! Positions available at 

Caterpillar Plant!
•	 Weekly	Paychecks!
•	 Paid	Training!
•	 Medical/Dental	Insurance!

Must be able to lift 50lbs! 
Background and Drugscreen Test 
Required. Come APPLY in person!  
2441	N.	Morton	Franklin,	IN	46131  

(317)736-9920

CLASSIFIEDS



ANY PLUMBING REPAIR
OR DRAIN CLEANING

Not valid with any other offers. Cannot combine offers. Some restrictions apply. Coupon 
must be presented at time of service. Expires 7/30/16

Go to www.CartersMyPlumber.com for more info!

 DRAIN WATER HEATER & CLEAN AIR SCREEN

Excludes Tankless Flush. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 7/30/16

WATER 
HEATER 
FLUSH

$49

Plumber to your door!

$29
Monday-Friday 8a-3p. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Fee waived with work done.  7/30/16

Up to $700 OFF or 21 Mos ZERO % Financing     Expires 7/30/16

ANY TUB/SHOWER 

CO
88

90
00

54

8:00 AM 5:00 PM10:00 AM 12:00 PM 3:00 PM

SAVE $50

859-9999
Call now!

ZERO % FINANCING AVAILABLE

CO88
90

00
54

Lowest Price in INDY!

Max & Bella
Stress Management

Kelson & Jamie
  2nd & 3rd Generation 

Plumbers

REPLACEMENT 

$700

  IN JUST ONE DAY! 
 You Can Get A New Tub 

FREE In-
Home Estimate!       

Call 859-9999

SAVE 
UP TO


