
   

© Minnesota Women of Today: 2021-2022 COB Winter State CIP  

Created/Revised 2022 by Illeana Miller Approved January 29,2022  

Illeana Miller 

cob@mnwt.org 
www.mnwt.org 

Minnesota Women of Today 

Chairman of the Board 

Winter State CIP 

2021-2022 

Dear Chapter Past Presidents, 

 You have successfully made it to the finish 
line! I cannot believe that we are in our third tri-
mester. I am so proud of all we have accomplished 
this year as an organization and as individuals. 
There is so much to be celebrating! 

 As this year is starting to wrap up, you may 
be wondering what is next. There is so much for 
you to still do to contribute. Being a past chapter 
president is something that is now a part of your 
chapter’s history. You now have the important job 
of mentoring the upcoming chapter presidents and 
leaders in your chapter.  

 As you start the elections process for the 
next year, remember to be there for your current 
chapter president. You were just there last year and 
it can sometimes be difficult to transition. I wish 
you all luck with the elections process and with the 
transition to a new board.  

 Thank you for all your support this year as 
we continued to navigate the unknown and all the 
changes that we have gone through. It has truly 
been an honor and a privilege to serve as your 
chairman of the board this year.  

 In Fellowship, 

 Illeana Miller 

 Chairman of the Board 

If you want to achieve your dream you 
have to dream one.  ~Renuka Murmu 

WHAT’S INSIDE? 
 

Page 2 Executive Director Search, Successful Elections 
Page 3 National News 
Page 4 National Convention Registration 
Page 5 Areas 1&2 Meeting Invite 
Page 6 Areas 3&4 Meeting Invite 
Page 7 March Planning Registration 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Jan 27-29 Winter State Convention, Crown  
  Plaza Plymouth 
March 1 March Planning Recommendations 
  due to COB 
March 12 March Planning in Monticello 
March 19 State Committee Meetings 
March 26 Regional Meeting — Area 1&2 
April 2 Regional Meeting — Area 3&4 
May  7  LOTS — Monticello 
May 20-22 Annual Convention, Alexandria 
June 10-11 USWT National Convention  

mailto:cob@mnwt.org
http://www.mnwt.org/
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Searching for our next Executive Director 
 

For the last 11 years Katie Castro has served the organization as the Executive Director. Prior to that Past 
State President Nancy Dvoracek was the Executive Director. We are luck to have two amazing women to 
have served our organization in the only paid position in the organization.  

While we are sad to see Katie leave for new adventures, she will still be around! What does that mean? 
The next Executive Director will have the ability to lean on Katie for any help or answering any questions. 
There will be a cross training period and we can assure all members that we will make sure that there is 
minimal impact to the organization daily happenings.  

A committee has been formed in search of the next Executive 
Director. We are currently working on the expectations of the 
position, application and selection process. While we are hop-
ing to move quickly, please know that a lot of thought and 
consideration is going into this process.  

We look forward to being able to announce a new Executive 
Director at or by Annual Convention.  

 

Chapter Elections Quick Hints 
Electing new officers can sometimes be intimidating. If you are a newer chapter, or have a vast 
amount of new members it may be best to quick review some hints to help elections for the new 
year go faster.  
 
• When conducting elections, make sure that all candidates for the board positions are agreeing to being 

an officer for the upcoming year 
• Start the search early, you don’t want to be scouring for officers at the last minute 
• Don’t be afraid to ask members to take on a leadership position. Sometimes people are afraid to speak 

up when they are interested in a position. Worse thing they can tell you is no, not this year 
• Mix it up a bit: Try having officers that are seasoned members as well as newer members. It can help 

bring some diversity to the board and make newer members feel more a part of the process.  
• When electing new officers you will need to ensure that you going position by position.  
  Ie: For the position of Chapter President Suzi Sunshine is being nominated. Are there any other 
  nominations? Are there any other nominations? Are there any other nominations? Here no other 
  nominations, the nominations for the position of Chapter President are now closed.  
   Continue through all board positions until they are all filled. The only one not  
   elected is you past president position if your chapter has one. They are automatic
   ally on the board the following year.  
• If there are no contested positions, you are able to make a motion to approved the board members as 

nominated.   
 
As always, as an Executive Council and a State Staff we are here to answer any questions you may have on elec-
tions. Wishing you all a happy MNWT election season! 
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In National News….USWT 
 The United States Women of Today, which began on July 1, 1985, is a nonprofit, volunteer or-

ganization that provides support for our local communities as well as leadership training and 
personal growth. Our purpose as stated in our bylaws shall be to encourage, foster and support 
the growth and establishment of state and local chapter members.  

 
 Donations for CASDA will be collected at USWT National Convention in Duluth. A quick note 

about the organization: “The Center Against Sexual and Domestic Abuse is a private, non-profit 
agency which marked its 30th year of service in 2018. Our mission is to provide supportive services 
to individuals hurt by domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse while advocating for a com-
munity effort to end violence. “-(CASDA website). 

 
 Join President Anna and members of her staff as they trek to convention to celebrate all of year 

end accomplishments. This will be the last convention celebrating our Something Wonderful 
Year and we will be introducing our newest state president who will be elected at our Annual 
Convention.  
 

 It is not too late to register for Annual Convention. This year it will be close to home as it is in 
Duluth. It is the perfect opportunity to dress up in your favorite holiday attire. Get creative! 
Fourth of July, St. Patricks Day, Easter…..take your pick! Who knows, you may see me in a kilt 
ready to celebrate St. Patricks Day a little late.  

  

 This will be National President Cindy Umland, who is from the St. Cloud chapter, last convention 
as National President. It would be great to have a large MN support group. 
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