
Chapter 9 Section 1 & 2
Origins of  Progressivism



Progressive Movement

• 4 goals of  the movement
• Promote social welfare

• Promote moral improvement

• Create economic reform

• Foster efficiency



Prohibition

• Banning of  alcohol during the 1920’s

• Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was 
a big supporter of  prohibition



Muckrakers

• Journalists who wrote about corruption in big 
business in America



Changes at the Workplace

• Child labor laws were passed

• Decreased working hours

• Better pay

• Better benefits



Child LaborChild Labor



Child LaborChild Labor



17th Amendment (1913)

• Direct election of  senators (like we do today)

• Before this, state congress elected senators from each 
state



Women’s Suffrage

• Right to vote for women

• Susan B Anthony was one of  the leaders

• Finally won the right to vote in 1920



Teddy Roosevelt

• Picked to be VP under McKinley

• President McKinley dies 6 months in office and TR 
becomes president



TR as President

• Youngest president at age 42

• Created the modern presidency with his campaigns 
and his public leadership



Square Deal

• Term used to define Roosevelt’s progressive 
government programs



Trustbusting

• Trusts controlled 4/5 of  US companies

• Trusts are legal bodies that hold stock in companies

• Roosevelt and his administration filed 44 lawsuits 
against trusts while he was president



Relative Share of World 
Manufacturing

Relative Share of World 
Manufacturing



Political Cartoon of  Standard Oil 
Company



The Protectors of Our 
Industries

The Protectors of Our 
Industries



The ‘Bosses’ of the SenateThe ‘Bosses’ of the Senate



The ‘Robber Barons’ of the PastThe ‘Robber Barons’ of the Past



Wall Street – 1867 & 
1900

Wall Street – 1867 & 
1900



Age of  Invention/Entrepreneur (late 
1800s-early 1900s)

Time of  innovation and 
invention that took US 
business to new heights and 
created a whole new part of  
the US economy



Thomas Alva Edison
invented light bulb, motion 

pictures, & phonograph

Thomas Alva Edison
invented light bulb, motion 

pictures, & phonograph

“Wizard of Menlo Park”“Wizard of Menlo Park”



Phonograph, Motion Picture camera, 
light bulb



Alexander Graham BellAlexander Graham Bell

Telephone (1876)Telephone (1876)



The AirplaneThe Airplane

Wilbur Wright             Orville WrightWilbur Wright             Orville Wright

Kitty Hawk, NC – December 7, 1903Kitty Hawk, NC – December 7, 1903



Model T AutomobileModel T Automobile

Henry Ford
I want to pay my workers so that they can 

afford my product!

Henry Ford
I want to pay my workers so that they can 

afford my product!



The Reorganization of WorkThe Reorganization of Work

The Assembly LineThe Assembly Line



“Model T” Prices & 
Sales

“Model T” Prices & 
Sales



% of Billionaires in 1900% of Billionaires in 1900



% of Billionaires in 1918% of Billionaires in 1918



1902 Coal Strike

• Workers wanted 9 hour day, 20% raise, right to 
unionize

• President Roosevelt threatened to intervene and stop 
the strike

• TR set a precedent that whenever the public welfare 
was threatened, the government would intervene in a 
strike



Management vs. LaborManagement vs. Labor

“Tools” of 
Management

“Tools” of 
Labor

 “scabs”

 P. R. campaign

 Pinkertons

 lockout

 blacklisting

 yellow-dog contracts

 court injunctions

 open shop

 boycotts

 sympathy 
demonstrations

 informational 
picketing

 closed shops

 organized 
strikes

 “wildcat” strikes



The Changing American 
Labor Force

The Changing American 
Labor Force



Labor Union MembershipLabor Union Membership



Workers  Benefits TodayWorkers  Benefits Today



The Rise & Decline of 
Organized Labor

The Rise & Decline of 
Organized Labor



Right-to-Work States TodayRight-to-Work States Today



Railroad Regulations

• TR made changes to policies that led to corruption 
between government and railroad companies



Muckrakers

• Lincoln Steffens- exposed gov’t corruption

• Ida Tarbell-exposed harsh realities of  standard oil 
company’s monopoly

• Nellie Bly- exposed problems in mental institutions



“The Jungle”

• By Upton Sinclair (a muckraker)

• Exposed problems in meat packing industry



NAACP

• National Association for Advancement of  Colored 
People

• 6000 members by 1914

• Formed in 1909

• Aimed for full equality among all races



Taft as President

• Did not continue TR progressive programs



Republican Party Splits

• Split over progressivism

• One side=supported progressives

• Other side=conservatives



Bull Moose Party

• New political party

• 1912 election candidate-TR

• Progressive party



Election of  1912

• Democrats=Woodrow Wilson

• Republicans=William Howard Taft

• Bull Moose Party=Teddy Roosevelt

• Result= Wilson wins



Woodrow Wilson• Progressive ideas and programs like TR



Federal Trade Commission

• Government watchdog agency 

• Requires reports from companies

• Checks for illegal procedures of  companies



Federal Income Tax

• Became law in 1913

• Higher the income=higher taxes paid



Federal Reserve System

• Federally backs banks and the money in circulation

• 12 district banks with a regional bank in each district



Women Vote!

• 1920, 19th amendment is passed giving the women 
right to vote


