
Children’s Grief Center’s  
2017-2018  

Annual Heartfelt News 

“It feels like a shelter where I can express my feelings without being made fun of.”  
~13 year old boy whose uncle died 

Message from the President of the Board 
This year, we served more families than any other year in the history of our organization.  As awareness                         
of our organization grows, so comes an increase in the number of grieving families that will walk through our 
doors.  We are forever thankful for YOU, the backbone of this unduplicated and vital service for children. Whether you 
made a contribution, volunteered at an event, or worked alongside some of the most resilient and strong children and 
parents you will ever meet, YOU made a direct impact on their lives and the futures that are ahead of them. 

A new quantitative statistical tool just released by the Jag Institute at Judi’s House in Denver called the Childhood     
Bereavement Estimation Model (CBEM) states that 1 in 10 children in New Mexico will experience the death of a       
parent or sibling by the age of 18 (4th in the nation.) This is much higher than we anticipated, as the national average is 
1 in 15. This statistic does not include the death of extended family and friends, so the number is presumably higher.  

This new data reminds us all that we must always have a Children’s Grief Center; a safe place where grieving families 

can share with one another, learn, and find their path to hope and healing. From the Board of Directors and the CGC 

staff, thank you for making this special place possible and for continuing to support us through the tremendous growth 

projected in the next few years.                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                         Warmly, 

Sandra Morgan Little  



“The CGC means a lot because I feel more secure and less anxious about talking about my father.”  

-13 year old girl whose dad died 

 

 



Did you know? 
In addition to our on-going support groups, we offered the following services in the 2017-2018 year: 

Family Day, Day Camp, 2 Camp Corazons, Back to School Boot Camp, Grief in the Holidays, Remembrance 

Ceremony, Losing Library, Family Zoo Day. We also provided trainings for Mental Health Professionals, First 

Responders, Educators, Chaplains and anyone who wanted to learn more about helping grieving children.  

Clients. (Bereavement Facilitation and Supporting Grieving Students trainings are CEU Certified!) 

2017 - 2018 Financials 

Community 

Training 

$3,904 

1% 

Grants 

$137,151 

26% 

Individuals 

$105,990 

20% 

Organizations 

$26,590 

5% 

Stock Donations & Dividends 

$19,427 

4% 

 

 

Healing Hearts 

Luncheon  

$114,641 

22% 

Special Events 

$41,988 

8% 

In-Kind Support 

$75,502 

14% 

 

Revenue 

Revenues Total: $525,192 

Expenses Total:  $450,135 

Program 

$347,663 

77% 

Fundraising 

$51,504 

12% 

Support 

$50,968 

11% 

Expenses 



Building a Legacy - $25,000+ 
Southwest Family Guidance Center 
 
Securing the Future - $10,000+ 
American Fundraising Foundation, Inc. 
BlueCross BlueShield of New Mexico/      

Healthy Kids Healthy Families 
Marjorie Lewis Rankin Bypass Trust 
Maurice Amado Foundation 
Robina Sandoval 
Sandia Foundation c/o Albuquerque 

Community Foundation 
United Way of Central New Mexico 
 
Sharing Strength and Inspiration - 
$5,000+ 
Albuquerque Journal 
Arthur Rabin 
Bank of America Foundation 
Clothes Helping Kids, Inc. 
Core Visual 
Kevin & Lian Yearout Foundation 
Kiwanis Club of Los Altos 
OGB Architectural Millwork, INC. 
Rotary Del Norte Foundation 
Sandia National Laboratories/Honeywell 
The Frost Foundation 
Thornburg Foundation 
Uncle Phil Maloof Foundation 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
 
Companioning the Journey - $2,500+ 
Associated Builders and Contractors, 

Inc. - NM Chapter 
Carl Buzzard 
Carl C. Anderson, Sr. and Marie Jo  
   Anderson Charitable Foundation 
Clover Leaf Solutions, Inc.  
Dale & Norma McLaughlin 
Hancock Family Foundation 
J.F Maddox Foundation 
Jack Brant & Suzanne Stern Brant 
JoAnn Albrecht 

Joseph & Pamela Limke 
Ken Falkenberg & Marjorie Glenn 
Leonard Trainor 
Little, Gilman-Tepper & Batley, P.A. 
Mary & Joseph Cotruzzola 
Matthews Children's Foundation 
National Wood Products 
New Mexico Rail Runner Express 
Pamela M. Galbraith Memorial  
     Foundation 
Paula Tietjen 
The Ryan True Fund 
TLC Foundation From The Heart 
UnitedHealth Group Employee Giving 

Campaign 
Wharff Lackey Accounting &  
     Technology LLC 
 
Providing Hope and Healing - $1,000+ 
4BF, LLC 
Aiken Printing 
Alan & Debbie Mask 
Ambercare Hospice 
Anne Layne 
Anne Nokes 
Bank of Albuquerque 
Bank of the West 
Barbara Kleinfeld 
Betty L. Vortman 
Brant & Hunt Attorneys 
Brian Colón 
Brittany's Hope Foundation 
Bruce & Christine Budagher 
Carl & Linda Alongi 
Carolyn Jones 
Chavez-Grieves Consulting Engineers, 

Inc. 
Christopher K. Rasmussen 
Consolidated Builders of N.M., LLC 
Cooper Fire Protection Services, Inc. 
Craig & Lynn, and  Rachel Trojahn 
Dana Dotoli 
Dave & Maureen Anderson 
David Winsor 
Dekker, Perich, Sabatini, LTD 
Denton Wood Funeral Home 
Dion's 
Duffy & Jean Ann Swan 
Faith, Hope & Love Foundation 
Gale & Julian Stienon 
Glenn & Sally Hebert 
Great River Technology Charitable Fund 
Greater Albuquerque Chamber of  
     Commerce 
Greer Stafford/SJCF Architecture, Inc. 

Gregory Chase 
Hallmark Building Supplies 
HB Construction 
HUB International Limited 
Independent Community  
      Foundation, INC 
Jade Richardson Bock 
Jan Fike 
Jason & Rebecca Harrington 
Jim & LeaAnn Hinde 
Jim & Leanne Felix 
Kirtland Spouses' Club 
Kiwanis Club of Albuquerque 
Larry H. Miller 
M Brian McDonald 
Margaret Nolan 
Margaret Tannen 
Mary Bolton-Koppenhaver 
Mary Lou Dobbs 
Mathlde Antoszek 
McHard Accounting Consulting LLC 
Meadowlark Family Healthcare 
Michael & Deanna Garringer 
Miller Family Foundation 
Motor Enterprises 
New Mexico Donor Services 
Nusenda Foundation 
Patricia & Mark Conkling 
Patricia Miller 
Phil & Rachel Jones 
Q Active 20-30 Club 
Rebecca Ullrich 
Rickert Property Group 
Rio Rancho Community Foundation 
Robert Thomson, LPCC &  
     Dr. Adrienne Larkin, PhD 
S & P Aragon, Inc. 
Sandy Gold 
Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian    

Church 
Socorro Garcia Romero 
STA Technologies, LLC 
Steven & Patricia Fernandez 
StrategyWorks, Inc. 
Susan Mary Jennings 
T-Mobile 
Terry Zelin 
The Kerr Foundation, Inc. 
Tom & Janie Riccobene 
Trish Porter-Topmiller 
United Way of Carlsbad & South  
     Eddy County 
Walmart Store #5491 
William G. Rhodes 
Windsor Naething  



$500+ Contribution 
A. Richard Higgins 
Aedra & Lawrence Andrade 
Alana Gregory-Carreon &  
     Raphael Carreon 
Albuquerque High School 
Angela Ward 
AON plc 
AON Foundation 
AUI, Inc. 
Avalon Trust 
Betty Rosenberg 
Bohannan Huston, Inc. 
Bradley Otts 
Brandon  Writtenberry 
Brenda Gonzales 
Carmen Landau 
Charles & June Kirkpatrick 
Charles Williams 
Church of God Southwest, Inc. 
Cordova Contracting & Development 
Dakota Powers 
Danna Dominguez 
Danny Cross 
David & Kimberly Rogers 
David Daniell 
David Stroud 
David Kleinfeld 
DaVita Medical Group 
Del Norte Animal Clinic 
Diann Sheppard 
Don Chalmers Ford 
Frank Fine 
Gordon Little & Sandra Morgan Little 
Gregg LaPore 
James & Loni Higgins 
James P. Baca 
Jaynes Corporation 
Jeff Doll & Linda Novy-Doll 
Jenny Vincent 
Joe & Linda Leong 
John & Morgan Topolski 
Jon P. Espinoza 
Jospehine Herrera 
Judy Labovitz & Bruce Price 
Katalina Zamora 
Kathleen Cuadros 
Kesselman-Jones, Inc. 
Lane Martin 
Larry Willard 
Lawrence M. Wells & Patricia Dickinson 
Leslie & Edward Atler 
Loral Butler 
Maria Griego-Raby 
Matthew & Elaina Roberts 
 

Michelle & Bill Coons 
Miller Stratvert P.A. Law Offices 
Mindful Counseling, LLC. 
Missi Currier 
Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris &  
      Sisk, P.A. 
Natalie Bovis 
Norma Leeper 
Philip Hampton 
Pioneer Bank 
PNM Resources Foundation 
Robert O'Niell 
Robert T. Coffland & Ellen Moore 
Roberta Batley 
S & J Enterprises, Inc. 
Sadie's of New Mexico 
Sendalio D. Garcia 
Shari O'Loughlin 
Sherman McCorkle 
Sidetrack Brewing Company LLC 
Slayton Foundation 
Sonya Burke 
Sue Ellen Personius 
Superfly Running, Inc. 
The Copper Lounge 
The Merck Foundation 
Tracie Brasier 
Walmart #2924 
Walmart Store #6672 
William & Judith Baca 
 
$250+ Contribution 
Active Network, LLC 
Alexander Tappan & Alexis Kerschner    

Tappan 
Allen G. Withers 
Angela J. Lovato 
Barbara Lah 
Bill &  Elaine Jacobs 
Boese Brothers Brewery 
Bosque School 
Briggs Cheney 
Bruce Stidworthy 
Colliers International 
David Gutierrez 
Debra Bristow 
Diane Berger 
Donald & Evelyn Neil 
Dorothy Schwiedergoll 
Dulce A. Medina 
Elizabeth Martinez 
Enterprise Builders Corporation 
Hawkins Group 
Institutional Products, LLC 
Jacquelyn Von Loh 
 

Jan Randall 
Janelle Raborn 
Jeannie Hunt 
Jennifer Smith 
Jerome Johnson 
Joan Davis 
Joseph Standley 
Kelly L. Martin 
Kiwanis Club of Coronado Foundation 
Kristen Rodriguez 
Lara Barkoff 
Laura Charles 
Linda Cochran 
Lorian & Theodore Kostranchuk, MD 
Lydia Ashanin 
Lynne Harms 
MacKenzie Mantsch 
Maggie Rose 
Margot Radaelli 
Michael Dexter 
Michele Lovato 
Mike Kivitz 
Mr. N. Michael Brown 
Neal Weinberg 
New York Life Foundation 
Peter Moulson 
Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 
Ron Solimon 
Roushan Ghanbari 
Salazar Sullivn & Jasionowski 
Sandia Kiwanis Club, Inc. 
Santa Fe Imaging 
Sequelcare Of AZ, LLC 
Shaun Naranjo 
Slate Street Billiards Bar and Grill 
Smith’s 
Stephen Grimble 
Sturtevant and Associates 
Susan Hansen 
Susan Mattson & Eddie Scurlock 
Veronica Du Bray & Jess Lara 
Wells Fargo 



A special group of people…… 
Whether it be a Bereavement Facilitator or a Program or Event  

Volunteer, these people make CGC a special place  

to find hope and healing.  

Thank you! 



 

In Honor Of:  
Oftentimes the Children’s Grief Center receives special gifts in honor of friends, family members or other loved ones who have a con-

nection to our mission. The following individuals made such a contribution this past year. We thank you for your thoughtfulness! 
 

Ann Buck - by Martha Youngblood • Becky Buragge - by Team AICPA • Bob & Adrienne Thomson - by Mr. N. Michael 
Brown • Brian Colon - by Alexis Mena • Connor Brian Smith – by M Brian McDonald • Elise Orell - by Eric Orell • Glenn/
Tichnell Family - by Peter & Leslie & Chloe Glenn • Grandchildren - by Madeline Dunn • Grieving Children - by Lawrence 
Peterson • Jack and Lynda Burch - by Kellye Wharff • Jeremiah & Samantha Nichols - by Joseph & Patricia Defnet • Joeseph 
Lovato - by Angela J. Lovato • Joyce F Medina - by Sendalio Garcia • Kelly Smith - by David A. & Kay C. Fahey • Kitty Miller - 
by Dr. Allen B. Adolphe • Marcus & Adrianna Williams - by Dorothy Schwiedergoll • Margot Radaelli - by Blaire Kilbey, Rob-
ert Juillet • Mariah Hernandez - by Veronica Du Bray & Jess Lara • Robert Lewis - by Arthur Rabin 
   

In Memory Of:  
When a loved one dies – tragically, suddenly or expectedly – family and friends sometimes make gifts to the Children’s Grief Center in 

memory of their loved one. These heartfelt contributions provide much-needed support, but more importantly, allow the family an 
opportunity to express their gratitude and garner hope and healing from the CGC. Thank you for your kindness! 

 

Anne Doberneck - by Leslie & Edward Atler • Antoinette - by Catherine Fridey • Bennett Stephan - by Ingrid Domonkos • 
Bert Kelly Sr - by Marsha Chandler • Billie Jean - by Miriam Corcoran, PhD • Brittany Martin - by Michael & Deanna Garrin-
ger, Jan & Carla Gamlin • Connor O’Loughlin Mantsch - by Shari O’Loughlin, MacKenzie & Erin Mantsch • Dad - by Tatiana 
Minot • Daniel Garcia Jr. - by Loyola Garcia • Darren Haas - by Brian & Roberta Swanhart • David and Ella Mae Fike - by Jan 
Fike • David Fike - by Dorothy Schwiedergoll • David Leeper - by Norma Leeper • David P. Martinez - by William & Judith 
Baca • Dijvan Escandon - by Alisa & Geoffrey Escandon, Bruce & Christine Budagher • Donald Babcock - by Tyonna Babcock
-Hopp & Dezmin Babcock • Edward, Joe Romero and Sylvia Chavez - by Socorro Garcia-Romero • Eric Stephens - by Craig 
Stephens • Eric Walters - by Edward & Susan Walters, David & Diane Follstaedt • Francisco Kean - by Jennifer Kean & Eileen 
Alraid • Gianna Martinez - by John & Lea Ann Martinez • Jean Davis - by Karen Smoot • Jeanne Nethery - by Dianne & Mi-
chael Dalton • Jeff Pond - by Jan & Carla Gamlin • Jennifer Riordan - by Lynn & Craig Trojahn • Joseph Lovato - by Michele 
Lovato • Julia Niland - by Jessica, Nate, Nigel & Cora Daly • Julie LaLonde - by Alison Atwood • Kalina Jinzo - by Don & Ra-
chel Jinzo • Leo Aragon - by Michael Martinez • Linnie Davis & Mary Walterscheid - by Missi Currier & Danny Cross • Mi-
chael Aragon - byTrinidad & Marie Morra • Orion Plont - by Carol & Phillip Jester • Pamela Galbraith - by Eugenio & Linda 
Lujan • Patrick Jennings - by Susan Jennings • Patrick Tyrrell & Nicole Talk - by Maiya Tyrrell • Paula Franks - by Thomas & 
Mary Jepsen • Perla Casaus - by Dianne & Michael Dalton • Rose Freiberg - by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lah • Ryan Cossing - by 
Steve Chavez & Dana Blair • Ryan True - by Kimberly Scullion • Sadettin Agirnas & Mecca Raine - by Kazim Agirnas & Sarah 
Jones • Sam Albrecht - by Barbara Amos • Samantha Chaves, Castulo, Rudy, Jacob, and Michael - by Larry & Roberta Mu-
ro • Selma Rabin - by Arthur Rabin • Sherry Richardson - by Gale & Julian Stienon • Suzette Eubank - by Mark & Corey 
Barela-Eubank • Tania Saunders - by Pauline Saunders • Ted and Faye Jone - by Jeffrey & Melissa Dunaway • Thad Pitten-
ger - by Patricia Stephens • Timothy Kee Williams -by Dorothy Schwiedergoll • Ty Brown-by Leslie & Edward Atler 

CGC Family Story 
“My name is Raechelle.  I’m 7 years old, and my dad died – from 3 heart attacks and a virus.” 

What were you doing on Thursday nights in 2013? Raechelle remembers what she was doing – 

introducing herself to other bereaved kids, listening to their stories, and sharing her own. This is 

what happened.  This is where I was.  This is what they told me.  Five years later, Raechelle and her 

mom Bernadette returned to the Grief Center – not to participate in groups – but to tell their story 

of hope and of healing at our 2018 Healing Hearts Luncheon.  Bernadette shared, “People are 

shocked to learn what we’ve been through – because they see us now, and we are smiling.”  

While Rachelle was in a support group of her peers, so was Bernadette. “I made some friends who 

were further along in their grief.  We helped each other.  I don’t know what we would have done 

without the Children’s Grief Center.  We were in shock. We were struggling financially. Rachelle was having dramatic, severe 

breakdowns at school.  She asked for help.  She specifically said, ‘I want to talk to kids my age who understand.’  Her teach-

er suggested a group for anger management.  She wasn’t angry.  She was grieving.  Fortunately her school counselor found 

the Children’s Grief Center for us. We’re doing good.  Raechelle has good grades.  She’s on student council, she has friends.  

I don’t think any of this would be possible without the Children’s Grief Center.” 
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Volunteer Highlight 
Over the years, the majority of the volunteers 
who lead peer support groups at the Chil-
dren’s Grief Center have been women.  This 
past group year, we have reached an all-time 
high for male facilitators.  We have a total of 
ten wonderful men who currently facilitate 
Littles, Middles, Tweens, Teens, and 
Adults:  Paul Silva, Chance Gearhart, Phil 
Jones, Robert Lewis, David Robertson, Larry 
Leyva, Randy Landavazo, Romi Saune, Damian 
Padilla, 

and David Daniell. Of all the children participating in 
groups this year, close to half of them were boys and 
most of the children we see have had a father die.  It 
is so important for boys to have a healthy male mod-
el of coping with grief.  Boys are less able to verbal-
ize feelings, and are also more physical in their 
grief.  Male facilitators tend to be more comfortable 
with physical expressions of grief and are great to 
have in the kid groups.  Two long-term facilitators, 
Phil Jones & Chance Gearhart, not only volunteer as 
support groups facilitators with kids during our regu-
lar support group year, but are also regular volun-
teers at Camp Corazon.  

Phil Jones, 2017 Camp Corazon 

Chance Gearhart, 2017 Camp Corazon 


