
Library District Unveils New Logo
Timberland Regional Library (TRL) conducted research in early 2010 to evaluate the 

public’s awareness level and linkage to values that describe the library district. Results 

showed that the logos being used received low levels of recognition by the public and 

words used to describe TRL were not in sync with words used in describing the logos.

A design process followed, utilizing descriptive words to be featured in a future logo. 

These words included community, friendly, information, learning and fun. The new 

logo was introduced in January 2011 to exemplify the active nature of the people, 

libraries and communities within the library’s broad geographic region. 

The new logo symbolizes stability, service and growth, while retaining the heritage 

that uniquely describes our region. The logo has been applied on the TRL newsletter, 

website, courier vans that transport items between libraries, staff nametags, new 

library cards and so much more. There was no cost to the library district for the 

research and graphic design services as they were completed by TRL employees within 

their normal working hours. To keep costs to a minimum, TRL updates the logo as 

materials need to be replaced.

2011 Statistics
Library cardholders:  321,052

Visitors to TRL libraries:  3,283,898

Computer use in Timberland libraries:  534,193 sessions

Reference questions answered: 602,841   

Circulation
Cardholders borrowed 4,437,942 items.

E-books, Audio books, music and videos downloaded: 98,479

Freegal music downloads: 95,056

 
Collection
Timberland added 135,331 items to the collection and withdrew 191,894 for a total of 1,285,906 items. 

E-books, Audio books, music and videos in the OverDrive Download Collection: 14,102 items.

 
Programs & Attendance
Children and family programs: 1,663 programs with 47,516 people

Teen programs: 279 programs with 3,081 people

Adult programs: 899 programs with 11,691 people

 
Volunteers:
TRL received support from 114 volunteers. They gave 7,827 hours of their time. Thank you volunteers for 

your commitment and dedication! 

2011 Revenues & Expenditures
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Includes selecting and acquiring materials, preparing them for lending, delivering holds to patrons’ libraries, 
borrowing from other library systems, and mending.

Increase to sustainability reserves - $351,815.65
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Total Revenues: $20,329,813.32 Total Expenditures: $19,977,997.67

Native fir tree symbolizes 
growth, local geography, 

and Timberland’s heritage.

The tree grows out of Timberland’s name, 
representing TRL’s support of community,  

sharing information and learning.

Figures convey diversity, activity, 
and friendly service.

1.800.562.6022 www.TRL.org



   Youth Programs
Rocket to new heights of reading   
Young children soared into space as part of TRL’s annual 

Family Read Aloud program, an initiative that encourages 

families with children from infancy to grade three to read 

aloud together in every room in their home. This reading 

adventure is bookended by two nationwide reading initiatives: 

Dr. Seuss’s birthday-Read Across America Day on March 2 and 

Beverly Cleary’s birthday-Drop Everything and Read Day on 

April 12.

All Timberland libraries provided free Read-Aloud activity 

kits, which included an original drawing of a whimsical 

flying-saucer home with views inside the rooms to color or 

place stickers on. The kit also included stickers, a read-aloud 

booklist, and a prize drawing entry form. The Read-Aloud 

early learning initiative focuses on lasting values of families 

reading with their children from birth—nurturing, creating 

memories, modeling reading enjoyment, starting a habit of 

reading together, developing readers, and helping children 

achieve future success at school. Prizes included hundreds of books provided by Friends of the 

Library groups. Grand Prizes included a backpack and suitcase filled with books for each of TRL’s 

five counties. In 2011, 1,376 families, including 5,432 children, and 161 classrooms participated 

by reading aloud together.   

Taking an imagination vacation all summer long  
As soon as school let out for the summer, kids and teens explored lands and 

cultures around the world through story, art, music, interactive presentations, 

activities and humor during TRL’s popular summer at the library program. The 

children’s theme for summer 2011 was “One World, Many Stories” and included 

hundreds of events designed to engage with all ages.

The library’s summer program offered children engaging and fun-filled learning 

experiences and amazing reading opportunities. Events were held at Timberland 

libraries, from comedy and magic shows to music and storytelling programs. In 

fact, 14,415 children participated in these library activities, special performances 

and story time programs, with over 40,000 total attendees among all events.

The theme for teens was “You Are Here” and included programs and the 

opportunity to recommend books, visit the new TRL Teen Facebook page, 

download audio and e-books and access BookCrossing, a website that tracks over 

8 million books traveling throughout 132 countries as they change hands.

A variety of prizes, including coupons from area attractions were donated by businesses, 

organizations and Friends of the Library groups.   

Adult Programs
Keeping warm with a good book 
The snowy winter may have kept people indoors more as  

the 14th Annual Adult Winter Reading challenge saw 

increases from 2010 in the number of people participating, 

the number of entries in the drawing and the number of 

books read.

From January 3 to March 15, 2011 adults from across 

the five-county library district participated in a Reading 

Challenge that provided the opportunity to win prizes that 

included several overnight getaways and book and beverage 

baskets. Patrons that read or listened to five books during 

the program were able to enter the drawing to win a prize.  

Fourteen lucky names were drawn as winners from the 1,272 

participants who read 18,250 books. Timberland libraries 

also awarded additional prizes locally. Businesses and Friends 

of the Library groups donated all of the prizes.

Timberland Reads 
The Art of Racing in the Rain
October saw the arrival of New York Times bestselling 

author Garth Stein as his book The Art of Racing in the 

Rain was selected as the Timberland Reads Together 

(TRT) one book-one community reading program. 

A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately 

uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and hope, The 

Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and 

captivating look at the wonders and absurdities of 

human life...as only a dog could tell it.

Events that drew nearly a thousand people included a 

reading and question and answer period with the author 

in Centralia, Hoquiam, Olympia and Shelton along with 

live theater performances of the novel by Seattle’s Book-

It Repertory Theater in six Timberland libraries. Book 

discussions were also held at all 27 Timberland libraries 

and more than a dozen other related events celebrated 

themes in the book.READ READ READ

Games & Sports Around the World
Celebrate games and sports of the world with Scott “Mag” 

Hughes of W.E. C.A.R.E Sports. Everyone gets to play!

Going Global Comedy & Stunts
Alex Zerbe’s zany, high-energy comedy and stunt show 

visits cultures and demonstrates games around the world.

Harmonica Pocket’s Tall Tales from a Small Planet
Discover magical story-songs, dances and books in tiny 

Whoville and the kingdoms of the insect and mushroom. 

Heart and Soul of Mexico
Mariachi Mexico presents the regional music, 

costumes and instruments of Mexico along with 
Spanish language, fun facts and humor.

Buck & Elizabeth's One World, Many Stories
Join in the skits, songs and laughter. Meet puppets 

Peter and his animal friend and sing along with 
a new song, "One World, Many Stories."

2011 Summer  
at the Library 
Free programs, prizes, 
activities and reading!

For everyone, infants,  
pre-readers, readers  
and families

Mary Shaver Marionettes
Asian folktales enchant with handcrafted 
puppets, stage, costumes, props and music.

 Monkey & Crocodile
the tale of a wily crocodile and a clever monkey

 The Golden Axe
the tale of a poor old woodchopper and a water goddess

Tasty Tale of Brave Sir Bump, a Puppet Play
With much silliness and a surprise ending, the Zambini 
Brothers’ round little Benjamin Bump discovers 
how to tame a dreadful yet comical dragon.

World Storytelling Safari
Enjoy audience participation tales of the world 
and play in the “Off the Bookshelf and into the 
World Band” with the Tales & Trails Storytellers.

Jeff Evans’ Magic around the World
Go on a magical journey and help Jeff bake a 
pizza in Italy, make water disappear in Egypt, 
and craft magical origami in Japan.

Timberland Regional Library Supporters
Timberland Regional Library Foundation

South Sound Reading Foundation
Lewis County Reading Foundation
Twin Harbors Reading Foundation

Eye on Early Learning: Lewis County
Know @ Grow: Partnership for Early Learning

Thurston Early Learning Coalition

Timberland appreciates the generous contributions  
of the Friends of the Library groups in support of the  

Summer Reading Program.

Visit your local Timberland library to see featured performers, join in library programs, and win books and prizes.
Please see inside for event schedule. Ages vary and registration may be required. Call your library for details.

Featured Performances

Pick up your free reading kit at your local Timberland library as soon as school is out!

Local Prize Sponsors
All Season’s Kidstuff, Chinook

Alpha Pet Supply, Tenino
Carnell, John, McCleary

Casa Mia Italian Restaurant  
and Pizzeria, Yelm

Coming Attractions Theatres, Inc., 
Astoria

Conover, Alicia, McCleary
Deals Only, Astoria

El Puerto de Angeles II, Tenino
Elma Lanes and Restaurant, Elma

Fairway Lanes, Centralia
Grays Harbor Fair, Elma

Grays Harbor Transit, Hoquiam
Hands On Children’s Museum, 

Olympia
Harborena, Hoquiam

Jack’s Country Store, Ocean Park  
Kienenberger, Karen, McCleary

McDonalds, Astoria
McDonalds, Hoquiam
McDonalds, Raymond

A Novel Bookstore, Yelm
Okie’s Select, Naselle

Okie’s Sentry Market, Ocean Park
Orca Books Inc.,Olympia
The Original House of Pizza, 
Westport
Pacific Transit, Raymond
Peabody’s Paradise Pizza, 
McCleary
Pennywise, Raymond
Pick-Rite Thriftway, Montesano
Puerto Vallarta Restaurant, Yelm
Quiznos Subs, McCleary
Rocky’s Bargain Depot, Tenino
Rollerdrome, Centralia
7-Eleven, Aberdeen
7th Street Theatre, Hoquiam
Scotty B’s, Tenino
Southwest Washington Fair, 
Chehalis
Subway, McCleary
Tacoma Power, Salkum
Ted’s Red Apple Market, Westport
Twin Transit, Centralia
Willapa Heritage Foundation, 
Raymond

Districtwide Prize Sponsors

Thank you for your support!

African Safari Family Program
Don your safari gear and visit deepest Africa. Go on 

a lion hunt, meet a tricky spider and other creatures, 
and create beautiful African-inspired art.

Destinations: A Scavenger Hunt
Pick up your itinerary and follow it through town 

(or the library) picking up crossword clues. Find 
them all, solve the puzzle, and win a prize.

Guessing Jars
How many items are in the jar? If your guess is the 

closest to the actual number, you’ll win a small prize!

Movies
Bring a few snacks and watch free movies 
at the library with your friends.

Summer Story Times
Join in a program with stories, songs, rhymes and 
movement activities. Encourage your child’s imagination 
by making up and acting out stories together!

Wacky Days
Find three wacky things at the library and win a small prize.

World Arts & Crafts
Have creative fun with international arts and crafts 
projects. Some will have a wacky twist!

Library Programs and Activities

2011 TRL Summer Reading Program
Your tax dollars at work, fostering a curiosity 

for learning and a love of reading.

Find more summer fun at www.TRL.org
Timberland Regional Library Information and Reference line:

1-800-562-6022 or (360) 704-4636 in the Olympia area.

Adult Winter Reading

Grand Prizes for 2011
Phoenix Inn Suites

Overnight stay “Romance Package” on the 
Olympia waterfront, located between the 

Farmers Market and Percival Landing.  
Donated by Phoenix Inn Suites 
www.phoenixinn.com/olympia

Lochaerie Resort
Overnight stay in a resort cabin with 

fireplace and kitchen, on Lake Quinault’s 
north shore in Olympic National Park.  
Donated by Lochaerie Resort www.lochaerie.com

Shelburne Inn
One night lodging in an antique-appointed 

deluxe room, $75 dinner credit, and 
gourmet breakfast for two.

Redeemable Sunday through Thursday,  
October through May, excluding all holidays.

Donated by the Shelburne Inn, Seaview

Lake Quinault Lodge
One-night stay for two at Lake Quinault 

Lodge. Located within the Olympic 
National Forest.

Donated by Lake Quinault Lodge

Ocean Crest Resort
One-night stay for two in a  
Front Ocean View Studio.

Donated by Ocean Crest Resort

One of ten Adult Winter 
Reading Bookbags

Each bag contains an assortment of  
comforting treats and literary adventures.

Books on tape donated by AudioGo and Bolinda Audio 
Books donated by Thorndike Press 

Mugs donated by MIXX 96.1 FM 
Tea donated by Olympia Food Cooperative 

Coffee donated by Batdorf & Bronson Coffee Roasters

Drawing to be held on March 22, 2011
 Need not be present to win. One grand prize per person.

www.TRL.org

Warm up with a good 
book this winter.

Adult Winter 
Reading 2011

Read five books between January 1 and 
March 15 and enter to win great prizes.

Timberland Reads Together

Visit www.TRL.org or pick up a 
brochure to learn about events.

October 2011
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Free music downloads 
Anyone with a Timberland Regional Library card can now 

download up to three songs per week through the library’s 

new Freegal (rhymes with legal) Music collection launched 

in early 2011. Timberland Library cardholders with 

Internet access can use the service free of charge at www.

TRL.org  and select from over half a million tracks from the 

Sony Music catalog of 50 labels. People can search by song 

title, artist, album or composer and browse featured artists 

and newly added artists or surf among more than 120 

genres from alternative, through blues, Christian/Gospel, 

classical, country, folk, hip-hop, Latin, new age, R&B, 

soundtracks, to world music. New songs are added daily.

The songs are PC and Mac-compatible and can be 

transferred to iPods, iPads, players and other devices. There 

are no restrictions and no special software is required to 

permanently download three songs every week (Monday 

through Sunday.)  By the end of 2011, more than 95,000 

songs had been downloaded.

Learning a new  
language got easier 
Mango, the library’s interactive 

online language-learning system 

offers more than 30 languages, 

including its latest addition, 

Hawaiian. Available since 

January, Mango had 3,587 patron 

sessions in 2011. Mango provides 

free, self-paced language courses 

combining graphic elements with 

instruction by native speakers. All 

it takes to get started is a home 

computer with Internet access, 

an email address, a microphone 

headset and a Timberland  

library card.  

Out and About in Timberland Libraries
Hoquiam’s library turns 100!   
Hoquiam’s Carnegie Library building, the Hoquiam 

Timberland Library, turned 100 years old in August. One 

of the first Prairie Style libraries on the West Coast, the 

Hoquiam library is on the national, state, and local historic 

registers. An all-ages celebration was held at the library on 

August 27 to celebrate this milestone in Hoquiam’s history. 

In the fall, Hoquiam residents showed their appreciation 

once again for their special library by voting overwhelmingly (72%) to annex to TRL, solidifying 

a library in their community for many years to come.

Libraries sprucing up
Centralia Timberland Library replaced outdated public service desks and 

painted portions of the interior of the building. 

Lacey Timberland Library replaced its well used carpet with new carpet, 

painted most areas inside the library and upgraded to more energy efficient  

and brighter lighting. 

Shelton Timberland Library (William G. Reed Public Library) replaced the worn 

carpeting with new carpet and flooring and the interior of the two-story building  

was painted.

South Bend Timberland Library replaced old windows with more energy-efficient 

windows and updated carpeting throughout the building.

Tumwater Timberland Library had carpet in the center portion of the library 

replaced as the first stage of a multi-phase re-carpeting project in the building.

New tools for making life better
Thanks to a partnership between TRL and The Washington Assistive Technology Act Program 

(WATAP) library cardholders with low vision, hearing loss or limited mobility may now borrow 

from 32 different assistive devices. 

Devices include aids for dressing, kitchen tasks, household management, reading and writing, 

leisure, communication, and computer access. This new service is intended to provide the 

opportunity for people to take the device home to discover how it may offer greater independence 

in their own environment before purchasing.

Some items are low-tech, such as reachers, grippers, extended shoe horns and a variety of 

magnifiers. Others are more high-tech. Devices can be checked out for up to three weeks and may 

not be renewed. 
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Lacey Timberland Library replaced its well used carpet with new carpet, 

painted most areas inside the library and upgraded to more energy efficient  

and brighter lighting. 

Shelton Timberland Library (William G. Reed Public Library) replaced the worn 

carpeting with new carpet and flooring and the interior of the two-story building  

was painted.

South Bend Timberland Library replaced old windows with more energy-efficient 

windows and updated carpeting throughout the building.

Tumwater Timberland Library had carpet in the center portion of the library 

replaced as the first stage of a multi-phase re-carpeting project in the building.

New tools for making life better
Thanks to a partnership between TRL and The Washington Assistive Technology Act Program 

(WATAP) library cardholders with low vision, hearing loss or limited mobility may now borrow 

from 32 different assistive devices. 

Devices include aids for dressing, kitchen tasks, household management, reading and writing, 

leisure, communication, and computer access. This new service is intended to provide the 

opportunity for people to take the device home to discover how it may offer greater independence 

in their own environment before purchasing.

Some items are low-tech, such as reachers, grippers, extended shoe horns and a variety of 

magnifiers. Others are more high-tech. Devices can be checked out for up to three weeks and may 

not be renewed. 



President of the Board of Trustees 
As president of the seven-member Board of Trustees for Timberland Regional 

Library (TRL), my role is to lead fellow trustees in making critical decisions 

that impact library services thousands rely upon every day. Your trustees 

work together to be fiscally responsible, protecting the investment you make 

in library services and ensuring taxpayers receive the best possible value in 

public library services.

My priority is to continue to provide access to resources, services and programs that you count on. 

Library items are carefully selected to provide materials for a wide range of interests, well trained 

staff help deliver friendly and efficient service and programs are developed to meet the needs and 

interests of each community. The benefits of a multi-county library district include centralized 

ordering, purchasing and cataloging of all books and materials for all the libraries.  Those items 

are shared throughout the district and available upon request to any cardholder. 

TRL delivers friendly and efficient library services to nearly half a million urban and rural 

residents spread across 7,000 square miles with just over 300 staff across 27 library buildings 

and an administrative support center. In addition to the 27 community libraries in Grays 

Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific and Thurston counties, TRL forged partnerships to establish three 

community kiosks, two co-operative library centers and three off-site book drops for greater  

patron convenience. 

Through careful management of TRL’s budget, open hours and staffing have remained consistent. 

At the same time the library has provided a wide range of useful services to the people in our 

communities. That has resulted in a 25% increase in the number of library visitors in 2011 

compared to 2010.  TRL also saw a rise in the number of reference questions answered and 

another year where downloadable usage almost doubled. And in 2011, TRL became a participant 

along with more than 100 community institutions in two grants designed to bring high-speed 

broadband service by the fall of 2013 to underserved areas across Washington State, including 

libraries in Amanda Park, Chehalis, Hoodsport, McCleary, Naselle, Packwood, Randle, Salkum 

and Westport.

The Board of Trustees appreciates the ongoing efforts of the Friends of the Library groups, along 

with library volunteers as they donate thousands of hours each year to make their library 

and community a special place to be. I invite you to attend an upcoming Board Meeting and 

share your ideas and opinions about library services. Regular meetings are usually held the 4th 

Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Visit www.trl.org/About/Pages/BoardTrustees.aspx or call 

(360) 704-4636 or 1-800-562-6022 to confirm the date, time and location. Meetings are held at 

libraries throughout the district.

Emmett O’Connell

President of the Board of Trustees

Thurston County Trustee

Acting Library Director
Timberland libraries are places for opportunity, whether you want to read 

a popular novel, learn a new language, discover your family tree, access 

the Internet in search of a job, attend an author program, or just have 

fun.  Your local Timberland library is part of a five-county library system, 

stretching from the Cascade Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. 

Your local Timberland library is a gathering place for the community, 

where all people have access to the same information, where ideas and experiences are shared 

and where people are inspired. TRL provides patrons access to computers, online databases, 

Internet and job information, as well as a variety of activities and events for every age. In 2011, 

more than 25,000 library cards were issued, a 14% increase from 2010 numbers and for the  

third consecutive year, checkouts for downloadable audio books, e-books, movies and music 

nearly doubled. 

2011 began with the introduction of a new logo designed to illustrate the active nature of 

Timberland libraries and communities and to reflect fun, accessibility and people helping people. 

In early 2011, TRL began offering Freegal, a music library with over half a million songs that 

allows three free downloads per cardholder each week. In the first year patrons downloaded 

nearly 100,000 songs.

In the spring, the annual Family Read Aloud fostered reading skills through fun as families 

took the challenge of reading in every room in the house.  Also in the spring, Mango, an online 

language learning resource with self-paced lessons for 34 languages, was launched.

At the start of summer, Timberland libraries became the place to be as kids and teens crowded 

into area libraries to sign up for Summer Reading, participate in activities and attend hundreds 

of programs. The summer also saw Hoquiam residents celebrate the 100th anniversary of their 

library and overwhelmingly vote to annex to the library district, securing the library’s place in 

Hoquiam. 

The best-selling book, The Art of Racing in the Rain was the 2011 choice for Timberland Reads 

Together, TRL’s annual “one book-one community” program. All October long, people read, 

discussed and participated in events related to the book, including evening programs with author 

Garth Stein, Book-It Repertory Theatre and more than a dozen other related events.

2012 will be a year of information gathering as TRL conducts patron surveys and hosts 

community forums to identify areas of greatest need and to shape how Timberland Regional 

Library serves our communities into the future. See you at the library!

Gwen Culp

Acting Library Director
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Library District Unveils New Logo
Timberland Regional Library (TRL) conducted research in early 2010 to evaluate the 

public’s awareness level and linkage to values that describe the library district. Results 

showed that the logos being used received low levels of recognition by the public and 

words used to describe TRL were not in sync with words used in describing the logos.

A design process followed, utilizing descriptive words to be featured in a future logo. 

These words included community, friendly, information, learning and fun. The new 

logo was introduced in January 2011 to exemplify the active nature of the people, 

libraries and communities within the library’s broad geographic region. 

The new logo symbolizes stability, service and growth, while retaining the heritage 

that uniquely describes our region. The logo has been applied on the TRL newsletter, 

website, courier vans that transport items between libraries, staff nametags, new 

library cards and so much more. There was no cost to the library district for the 

research and graphic design services as they were completed by TRL employees within 

their normal working hours. To keep costs to a minimum, TRL updates the logo as 

materials need to be replaced.

2011 Statistics
Library cardholders:  321,052

Visitors to TRL libraries:  3,283,898

Computer use in Timberland libraries:  534,193 sessions

Reference questions answered: 602,841   

Circulation
Cardholders borrowed 4,437,942 items.

E-books, Audio books, music and videos downloaded: 98,479

Freegal music downloads: 95,056

 
Collection
Timberland added 135,331 items to the collection and withdrew 191,894 for a total of 1,285,906 items. 

E-books, Audio books, music and videos in the OverDrive Download Collection: 14,102 items.

 
Programs & Attendance
Children and family programs: 1,663 programs with 47,516 people

Teen programs: 279 programs with 3,081 people

Adult programs: 899 programs with 11,691 people

 
Volunteers:
TRL received support from 114 volunteers. They gave 7,827 hours of their time. Thank you volunteers for 

your commitment and dedication! 

2011 Revenues & Expenditures
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Includes selecting and acquiring materials, preparing them for lending, delivering holds to patrons’ libraries, 
borrowing from other library systems, and mending.

Increase to sustainability reserves - $351,815.65
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Total Revenues: $20,329,813.32 Total Expenditures: $19,977,997.67

Native fir tree symbolizes 
growth, local geography, 

and Timberland’s heritage.

The tree grows out of Timberland’s name, 
representing TRL’s support of community,  

sharing information and learning.

Figures convey diversity, activity, 
and friendly service.

1.800.562.6022 www.TRL.org


