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Amplify. 

Grade: ___________  Skills Unit Number: ___________ 

Unit Introduction:  Read through the Unit Introduction and respond to the questions below. 

1 What foundational skills will students have to 
master to be successful in this unit?  

(e.g. the sound /m/ is spelled ‘m’, read and comprehend 
text containing the /m/>’m’ sound-spelling 
correspondence, etc.) 

2 What does the introduction tell us to consider 
when teaching the unit? 

(e.g. tips on how to pronounce the two sounds that the ‘th’ 
spelling makes, tips on how to teach students to decode 
multisyllabic words, etc.) 

3 What additional materials are needed for the 
implementation of this unit? 

(e.g. pocket chart, index cards, world map, kitchen timer, 
etc.) 

Teacher Resources:  Review the Teacher Resources section at the end of the Teacher Guide and respond to the question below. 

4 What additional materials are provided in the 
Teacher Resources section of the Teacher 
Guide? 

(e.g. assessment analysis tools, pedagogical support, 
Activity Book answer key, etc.) 

(Continued on next page) 

CKLA Skills Unit Planning Template 
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Amplify. 

Pausing Point: Read through the Pausing Point activities and respond to the questions below. 

Thinking about possible student 
misconceptions, which Pausing Point activities 
do you anticipate having to complete? Why? 

(e.g. Students often struggle with differentiating the /i/ 
and /e/ sounds, so I anticipate having to complete the 
“Hear Medial Sounds” activity.) 

Yearly Scope and Sequence:  Read through Unit 1 Appendix B and respond to the questions below. 

6 How does this unit fit into the scope and 
sequence of learning? What will students learn in 
the unit before this unit? What will students learn 
in the unit after? 

(e.g. Students will learn long vowel sound-spelling 
correspondences in the previous unit. In this unit, students 
will learn vowel diagraphs, which are more complex pieces 
of the code, and in the next unit, students will learn the 
even more complex sound-spelling correspondences for r-
controlled vowels. In this unit students will learn how to 
write fictional narratives. In the next unit students will build 
their writing knowledge to learn the new genre of 
descriptive writing. etc.)

Sound-spelling correspondences 

Reading 

Writing (if applicable) 

Grammar (if applicable) 

Routines (e.g. chaining, dictation, etc.) 

5 
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Amplify. 
Skills Lesson Internalization 

Review the Lesson 

1 Review the Primary Focus Objective(s) and aligned standards. Identify how the Primary 
Focus Objective(s) build toward student success with standards. (Use Teacher Guide, Lesson 
Introduction.) 

2 Complete the Formative Assessments identified on the first page of the lesson, including: 

• The Student Activity Book page. Record what foundational skills students will need
to demonstrate on the page. (Use Student Activity Book.)

• The Student Reader chapter (if applicable). Read the chapter and record
what sound-spelling correspondences students will need to master to be
successful with the chapter. (Use last page of Student Reader.)

3 Complete the Check for Understanding  and record what foundational skills students 
will need to demonstrate to be successful on the CFU. (Found within the lesson.) 

Dive into the Lesson 

4 Review the At-A-Glance Chart: 

• What is the intended learning of each component? (e.g. phonics, phonemic awareness)

• How will this component set students up for success with the Check for 
Understanding and/or the Formative Assessment?

5 Review each lesson component within the lesson and reflect: 

• What student engagement strategies are included with each component?
• What materials will be needed for each component?

Customize the Lesson – If you’re ready and feel comfortable…. 

6 For lesson components that do not contain a CFU, what strategies and opportunities will 
you use to check for understanding? What will count as acceptable performance? 

7 How will you group your students for the lesson? (e.g. students who have already mastered the 

sound-spelling correspondence will complete a different activity, strategic partnerships, etc.) 

8 What possible misconceptions might students have during the lesson? How do you plan 
to address these? (e.g. air flow, tongue placement for sounds, etc.)  

9 What additional engagement strategies might you incorporate during the lesson? 

(e.g. call and response, kinesthetic movement, turn and talk, etc.) 

10 Where in the room will you execute each lesson segment? 3



Skills Lesson Visual 
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Amplify. 
Knowledge Lesson Internalization 

Review the Lesson 

1 Review the Primary Focus Objective(s) and aligned standards. Identify how the Primary Focus 
Objectives build toward student success with the standards. (Use Teacher Guide, Lesson Introduction.) 

2 Complete the Formative Assessment/Exit Pass (found on the first page of the lesson) and Check for 
Understanding (found within the lesson) and record what literacy skills, knowledge and/or 
vocabulary students will need to demonstrate on each of those components. 

Dive into the Lesson 

3 Read each lesson component (Introducing the Read-Aloud, Read-Aloud and Application) and 
reflect: 

• How will this component set students up for success with the Primary Focus Objective(s), 
CFU and/or the Formative Assessment/Exit Pass?

• What student engagement strategies are included with each component?
• What materials will be needed for each component?

Customize the Lesson – If you’re ready and feel comfortable… 

4 Review the Read-Aloud and prioritize which sidebar supports/questions to use during the Read-
Aloud. 

• Consider which supports/questions will support students in mastering the Primary Focus 
Objective(s), CFU, Formative Assessment/Exit Pass and/or Application Activity. 

5 Review the Discussion Questions and: 

• Prioritize which questions to ask after the Read-Aloud. 
o Consider which questions will support students in mastering the Primary Focus Objective(s), 

CFU, Formative Assessment/Exit Pass and/or completing the Application Activity.
• Determine the discussion format students will use to respond to the questions. (e.g. Think-

Pair-Share, Small Group discussion, Socratic Seminar, Call and Response, etc.)

6 What possible misconceptions might students have during the lesson? How do you plan to address 
these? 

7 What additional engagement strategies might you incorporate during the lesson? (e.g. call 
and response, kinesthetic movements, props, artifacts, multimedia, etc.)  

8 Plan for the Application Activity: 

• Consider how the Application Activity provides students with the opportunity to extend their
learning from the lesson and domain.

• Determine how you will execute the activity.
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CKLA Planning Practices: Elevator Speech 

________________________________________________________ 

(Who) 

________________________________________________________ 

(What) 

________________________________________________________ 

(When) 

________________________________________________________ 

(What) 

________________________________________________________ 

(Why) 

Example: Teachers should prepare for teaching Skills and Knowledge lessons before the 
unit/domain begins by completing a unit/domain planning template, so that they have a strong 
understanding of the unit/domain’s goals before they begin instruction.  

Example: Teachers should also prepare for Skills and Knowledge daily lessons before the 
lesson by internalizing the lesson using the CKLA guide, so that they are prepared to teach and 
customize the lesson to meet their students’ needs. 
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Foundational Skills Terminology 

 Foundational Skill  Definition 

Print Concepts The ability to recognize and distinguish certain features of print, such as 
differentiating between words and moving left to right across the page 

Phonological Awareness The ability to identify and manipulate larger parts of spoken language 

Phonemic Awareness The ability to hear, identify and manipulate individual phonemes in spoken 
words (part of phonological awareness) 

Phonics The system of letter-sound relationships that is the foundation for 
decoding words 

Word Recognition The ability to recognize written words correctly and virtually effortlessly 

Fluency The ability to read text accurately and quickly with automaticity 
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Chaining Video Guide 

1. What foundational skill(s) do you see the students practicing?  (Please circle.)
a. Print concepts
b. Phonological Awareness
c. Phonemic Awareness
d. Phonics
e. Word Recognition
f. Fluency

How do you know? 

2. What type of Chaining did you see in the video? How do you know?

Chaining: Important Points to Remember 

• Chaining allows students to practice decoding or encoding words (phonics)
that contain the focus sound-spelling correspondence with the lesson.

• Chaining Folders and Spelling Cards are only used in Grade K.

• Systematic practice and reinforcement of code-related skills is necessary for
building automaticity.
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Spelling Trees Video Guide 
 

1. What foundational skill(s) do you see the students practicing?  (Please circle.) 
a. Print concepts 
b. Phonological Awareness 
c. Phonemic Awareness 
d. Phonics 
e. Word Recognition 
f. Fluency 

 
How do you know? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What materials did you see the teacher and students using? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. (For Kindergarten teachers) How does the instruction students receive in 
Kindergarten prepare them for success with the Spelling Trees?  

 
 
 
 
 

Spelling Trees: Important Points to Remember 
 

• Spelling Trees allow students to visualize multiple spellings for one sound. 
• The length of the Spelling Tree branches corresponds to the Power Bar. (i.e. 

The longer the branch, the more frequent the spelling.) 
• Spelling Trees are used in Grades 1 and 2. 
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Student Engagement Strategies 

10



11



12



13



Application Activity: Scope and Sequence 

Lesson What is the Application Activity asking 
students to do? (i.e. What is the 
intended purpose of the activity?) 

How does this Application Activity 
extend  the Primary Focus Objective 

of the lesson and/or unit goals?

If there are two Application Activities 
and you are limited on time, which one 
would you prioritize and why? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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3 things you learned in the session: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 outstanding questions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 sentence summarizing what the session was about: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3-2-1 Organizer 
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Amplify Educational Support Team 

Today’s Presenter: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Technical Support: help@amplify.com 

Pedagogical Support: edsupport@amplify.com 

Phone: Call toll-free at (800) 823-1969 
Monday through Friday, 7am to 7pm 

Live Chat! On mclasshome.com 
Monday through Friday, 7am to 7pm 

Strengthening Professional Development Opportunities: 
Instructional Leaders  

• Enhancing Observations for Instructional Leaders, K-5 (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Observations for Instructional Leaders, K-5 (½ Day Remote)

K-2 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Remote)
• Data-Driven Instructional Planning, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Small Group Instruction & Remediation, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Writing, K-2 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)

3-5 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Practice, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Remote)
• Data-Driven Instructional Planning, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Small Group Instruction & Remediation, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)
• Writing, 3-5 Teachers (½ Day Onsite)

K-5 Teachers 
• Enhancing Planning & Instruction for English Language Learners, K-5 Teachers (½ Day

Onsite)
• Enhancing Planning & Instruction for Students with Special Needs, K-5 Teachers (½ Day

Onsite)

Session Survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKLAStrengthening 
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