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Youth Concerto Competition Winners Concert - March 20, 2020
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 44th season in the Fall of
2019. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 44th Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music”.
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The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the fifth concert of their
2019-2020 season on Friday, March 20, 2020 at the Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across from
NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 44th season, the
Orchestra will present the winners of the annual Youth Concerto
Competition in concert.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles A. Johnson, in his 39th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director
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From 1967 until 1978, Dr. Johnson was on the faculty of Sam Houston State
University in Huntsville, Texas, where he taught music history and theory and conducted
the orchestra. While there, he also established and was a member of the faculty string
quartet, and from 1974 to 1978 was conductor of the Bryan - College Station Chamber
Orchestra.

Dr. Johnson was a violist with the Houston Ballet Orchestra from 1973 to 2013 and
has also performed with such groups and artists as the American Ballet Theater, Joffrey
Ballet, Ballet Nacionale de Cuba, Royal Ballet, Royal Canadian Ballet, Eva Marton, Jose
Carerras, and others. He is presently in his 38th season as Conductor and Music Director
of the Clear Lake Symphony and was for six years the Conductor and Music Director of
the Houston Civic Symphony. Dr. Johnson has been a guest conductor of the Houston
Ballet and has conducted in Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic. He has made
recordings with the Bohuslav Martinu Symphony and the Nueremberg Symphoniker.

Dr. Charles A. Johnson
Conductor

Charles Anthony Johnson received his M.A. in composition
and his Ph.D. in musicology from the University of California at
Los Angeles. As a student he played violin and viola in the
Stockton Symphony, University of Pacific, and UCLA orchestras,
performing with Roger Wagner, Lukas Foss, Jan Popper and
others, and was Assistant Conductor of the UCLA Orchestra.

Next Concert  - “Old Wine In New Bottles” 
April 24, 2020         7:30 PM 

  ——at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church—— 
 

Join the Clear Lake Symphony for a delightful evening of  
beautiful music, performing Brahms - Variations on a Theme of 
Haydn; Tchaikovsky - Suite No. 4 (Mozartiana); Scott/Johnson - 

Impressions from “Jungle Book”; and  
Hindemith - Symphonic Metamorphosis on Themes of Weber. 
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2020 Youth Concerto Competition Winners

Junior Wind Division

Stephanie Han (Flute) Winner, Junior Wind Division, Chaminade -
"Concertino in D Major, Op. 107, mvt. 

Stephanie, the daughter of Jiyun Lee and Choongyong Han, attends 
Memorial High School in Houston. She is in her Freshman year at age 15. 
She has studied the flute for 6 years, and studies privately with Susan 
King.
Stephanie place third in the Houston Flute Club Young Artist Competition 
in 2018 and 2019, was named HYAC (Houston Young Artists’ Concert) 
Artist for the 2019-2020 season, and qualified for the UIL State Solo & 
Ensemble Competition 2020.
In her spare time, Stephanie enjoys doing archery, and likes to read, draw, 
and crochet. At school, she finds learning about biology and psychology 
interesting.

Honorable Mention: Oliver Lampson (trumpet), Bohme – "Concerto in F minor; Allegro Moderato". Music 
Teacher: Roman Jakubas

Senior Wind Division

Brandon Benson (tuba) Co-Winner, Senior Wind Division, Tuba
Concerto, 1st mvt., by Gregson. Age 15 and in the 10th grade at Ridge
Point High School. Brandon is the son of Jake and Stacey Benson. He
has studied the tuba for 4 years and is the student of Ali Jackson.
Brandon's goals are to study music performance in college and to play in
a professional symphony orchestra. When he is not practicing the tuba,
Brandon enjoys watching sports and playing in his church band.

Musical Achievements:
ꞏ TMEA Region 23 Band Member - 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
ꞏ Music Doing Good Scholarship Recipient 2016 - 2017
ꞏ Houston Flute Club Denise Jennings Solo Competition - 1st prize 2016
ꞏ UIL State Solo Contest, 1st Division Rating 2014, 2015, 2016

Honorable Mention: Gilberto Torres Jr. (trumpet), "Concert for Trumpet" by Artunian. Music teacher: Randy 
Brennan.

The Clear Lake Symphony held a competition on Saturday, January 25,2020 for young artists from Houston
Metro area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The Youth Concerto Competition winners will be
provided with a scholarship and perform as a featured soloist with the Clear Lake Symphony at the Friday, March
20, 2020 concert at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church at 18220 Upper Bay Road, in Nassau Bay. A total of forty seven
(47) participants participated in this year's competition.

Jack McBurnett (Bassoon) Winner, Senior Wind Division, Rossini –
"Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra, mvt. 3“

Jack is the son of Jennifer and Matt McBurnett. He is 16 years old and a 
tenth grader at Clear Lake High School in Clear Creek ISD. He has played 
the bassoon for 5 years, and studies privately with Jan Cutting.
He was runner up in the 2018 Clear Lake Youth Concerto Competition, 
Junior Division, and was runner-up in the 2019 Clear Lake Symphony 
Youth Concerto Competition, Senior Division. In 2019, he made TMEA 
Region Band and Orchestra, and made Area Band. In 2020, Jack made 
first chair in Region band, first chair in Region Orchestra, and first chair in 
Area. He is also in TMEA All-State.
Jack loves to travel, try exotic foods, play bassoon and other instruments 
including bagpipes and various types of drums. He refers to his not-so-
distant elementary school days as when he listened to “music with words”, 
as his Spotify playlist now solely comprises classical pieces, mostly with 
Bassoon features. Like most teenagers, Jack loves to play video games, 
watch movies and hang out with friends.

Honorable Mention: Kyle Tsai (Clarinet), C.M. von Weber – "Concerto No. 2 in E flat Major, mvt. 3". Music 
Teachers: Sasha Potiomkin & Chester Rowell
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Junior Piano Division

Harry Sha (Piano) Winner, Junior Piano Division, Beethoven - "Concerto 
No. 1, mvt. 1“

Harry is the son of Jian Sha and Muping Lu. He is 14 years old, and a 
freshman at Clear Springs High School in Clear Creek ISD. Harry has 
played the piano for 8 years and currently studies with Ying Zhang.
Harry was a finalist of the Steinway & Son Piano Competition 2019. He won 
a Silver Medal award in the senior division of the Eleventh International 
Chopin Houston Youth Competition 2019.
Harry uses his talent and love for music to entertain and spark joy to 
people’s lives. In addition to music, he enjoys reading books, coding 
computer programs and playing various sports such as soccer, golf, and 
swimming. He is also a USCF rated chess player. With his optimism and 
sense of humor, Harry carries a sense of lightness and happiness into every 
aspect of his life.

Honorable Mention: Benjamin Yang (piano), Kabalevsky – "Piano Concerto No. 3, Op 50, mvt. 1". Music 
Teacher: Matthew Loudermilk

No Honorable Mention

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS Webmaster, 
at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net

Junior String Division

Emily Ji (Cello) Winner, Junior String Division, Saint-Saens – "Concerto No. 
1 in A minor, op. 33, mvt. 1“

Emily is the daughter of Ying Fi and Ying Wang of Katy, Texas. She is 15 
years old and a freshman at Seven Lakes High School. She has played the 
cello for nine years and studies with Daniel Saens.
Emily has been member of the Houston Youth Symphony for five years, 
received a Music Doing Good scholarship, is a Music of Harmony Team 
leader, and has been in Region Orchestra for four years.
She enjoys playing tennis and is interested in subjects relating to the medical 
field. Emily’s ambition is to pursue a double major in college.
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Senior String Division

http://clearlakesymphony.org/photos/2019_YC_http://clearlake
symphony.org/photos/2019_YC_Winners/Andres_Ayerbe_1.jp

gWinners/Andres_Ayerbe_1.jpg

Lauren Mathews (Cello) Winner, Senior String Division, Elgar – "Concerto 
in E minor, Op. 85, mvt. 4“

Lauren is 16 and is in the eleventh grade at Seven Lakes High School in 
Katy, Texas. She currently studies cello with Brinton Smith, principal cellist of 
the Houston Symphony and Sami Myerson Khang. Lauren began studying 
cello with Donna Rogers at the age of 5. As a 9th grader, Lauren was named 
as a 2018-2020 Texas Young Master by the Texas Commission on the Arts 
and received a generous grant to further her cello studies. Lauren was 
accepted into the New York String Orchestra Seminar in December 2019 
and performed with the orchestra in Carnegie Hall. She has recently won the 
Houston Civic Symphony Concerto Competition, the Starlight Symphony 
Concerto Competition as well as First Prize in the Juanita Miller Concerto 
Competition. Lauren has also won concerto competitions and performed as 
a soloist with the Symphony North of Houston, the Houston Civic Symphony, 
the Energy Corridor of Houston Orchestra, and the Houston Youth 
Symphony Philharmonic Orchestra.  Since 2012, Lauren has been a 
member of the Houston Youth Symphony. Lauren earned a top spot in the 
Texas All-State Symphony Orchestra in 2018, 2019 and 2020. In January 
2018, Lauren performed with the Esperanza Trio on the Houston Young 
Artists’ Concert at Rice University. Since 2010, she has earned superior 
ratings with honors at the ASTA Certificate Advancement Program. Lauren 
has attended summer festivals at The Meadowmount School of Music, 
Bowdoin International Music Festival, The Eastman Cello Institute, and The 
National Cello Institute. In her free time, Lauren enjoys working with the 
Back to BACH Project which helps to inspire a love of music in young 
children and promote arts education.

Honorable Mention: Kevin Chan (violin), "Violin Concerto No. 2, mvt 1." by Prokofiev. Music teacher: Lisa 
Shihoten

Honorable Mention: Lauren Mathews (cello), "Concerto in D minor, mvt 1." by Laio. Music teacher: Brinton 
Smith

Clear Lake Symphony
wishes to express our special appreciation to the

George and Mary Josephine Hamman Foundation
for underwriting the January 2020 Youth Concerto Competition and

the March 2020 Concert featuring the Competition Winners.
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Thank You Becky Merritt !

Many thanks go to Competition Co-Coordinator, Becky Merritt for her tireless work to put this 
competition and concert together. A big thank you also goes to their committee who helped 
during the competition and the judges on January 25, 2020.

A fine job was done by the competition Judges. This year's judges were the following:

WIND DIVISION

PIANO DIVISION

STRING DIVISION

Dr. Angie Schindler
▪ Co-Principal Oboe Player – Galveston Symphony
▪ Professional reed maker
▪ Oboe Instructor

Mr. Mike Smith
▪ Principal Horn - Clear Lake Symphony
▪ Band Director - Westbury Christian School

Mr. Robert Wall
▪ Assoc. Conductor - Clear Lake Symphony
▪ Principal Clarinet - Clear Lake Symphony

Dr. Charles Johnson
▪ Conductor & Music Director - Clear Lake Symphony 
▪ Viola Player - Houston Ballet Orchestra (retired)

Mr. Todd Van Kekerix
▪ Professor of Piano and Piano Pedagogy - University of Houston

Dr. So Yoon Lee 
▪ Piano Professor – Lone Star College

Dr. Charles Johnson
▪ Conductor & Music Director - Clear Lake Symphony 
▪ Viola Player - Houston Ballet Orchestra (retired)

Dr. Julie Carlson
▪ Concert Master - Clear Lake Symphony
▪ Private Music Teacher

Mr. George Tate
▪ Principal Viola - Clear Lake Symphony (retired)
▪ Viola Player - Halcyon String Quartet
▪ Past President - Texas Orchestra Directors Association
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Special Features    
Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the 
responsibilities for box office, handing out programs and greeting audience members.  For more 
information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more information or to become a CLASS member 
go to: http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Donations & Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their names in the Hall
of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web site. The six categories as
listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999

Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.

MAIL-IN DONATIONS
Clear Lake Symphony encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check. This increases the value of 
your donation by not incurring a PayPal processing fee.  Make checks payable to: “Clear Lake Symphony”. All 

contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall

P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582

ON-LINE DONATIONS via PayPal

CLS encourages donations of $500 or more to be made by check.  Donations can be made on-line at: 
https://clearlakesymphony.org/contributions/donate/

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake 
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and 
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors!  Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local 
restaurants.  Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to

dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.

We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony

present classical music 
for the residents of the 

Bay Area!
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2019 – 2020 Season Concerts
Join us to celebrate the 44th season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Tickets for the 2019 - 2020 Season
are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks), 281-
488-0066 (cash or checks only). Tickets are also available at the ticket desk the night of the concert.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster


