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Subtracting 
Integers

Subtracting integers  (23)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8gPsOwKViU 

You can stop after 8 
minutes and 40 seconds.
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Difference:  _________________

Additional sentence:  ______________
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Step 1:  keep   the first number

Step 2:  add  change the minus sign to addition

Step 3:  opposite  change the number after the 
subtraction sign to its opposite.

(KEEP               ADD                OPPOSITE)

For example:     80  20

80 + 20

Now follow rules for addition!

Steps to change a subtraction problem 
into an addition problem

Subtracting Integers, it is as easy as adding.... in fact you have 
to change it into an addition problem.
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keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition Follow rules for 

addition
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keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition

keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite
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g. h. i.

Steps:

1.   Write the expression

2.   Substitute the value of the variables into

the expression

3.   Solve

5.

6.

Now let's evaluate an expression...

Follow rules for 
addition

keep   add   opposite

keep   add   opposite

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition Follow rules for 

addition
Follow rules for 
addition

keep   add   opposite keep   add   opposite keep   add   opposite
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14.

Note:  DIFFERENCE 
means to subtract
the smaller number from 
the bigger number.  All 
negative numbers and 
smaller than positive 
numbers

smaller 
number

larger 
number

Follow rules for 
addition

keep  add  opposite

What does this mean:  The difference between the maximum and minimum temperatures is 300 
degrees.

Expression: keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition

What does this mean:  Brenda will have a negative balance of $62.
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Try these: Watch your signs!

1.   6  7

2.  7  15

3.  8  (3)

4.  10  (18)

keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition Follow rules for 

addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition
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Try these:

5. 8  (9) 

6. 6  (3)

Show your work

7. 4  2

8. 2  (1)

Follow rules for 
addition Follow rules for 

addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

keep  add  opposite
keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite
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keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite

keep  add  opposite

Follow rules for 
addition Follow rules for 

addition
Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Follow rules for 
addition

Expression:

What does this mean:  The difference is 33 degrees.

Follow rules for 
addition

Plug in any values for x and y.
Make sure it works every time!

No.  If the absolute value of y is bigger than x, you will not get a positive answer.
Also, if x = y, the answer is zero.
Only when x > y will you get a positive result.
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