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Sarah Alexander, NP-C, Lake Norman Oncology

sarah@lakenormanoncology.com

Diana Youngs, ANPC, North Shore Hematology 
Oncology

dyoungs@nshoa.com

CAPP Co-Chairs:  

mailto:sarah@lakenormanoncology.com
mailto:dyoungs@nshoa.com


▪The call will be recorded. Playback 
instructions will be sent later.

▪Callers will be muted once the call begins. 
Toggle between mute and unmute with *6. 

▪Please do not place our call on “hold” while 
unmuted. 

Reminders:  



Josh Allred, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, TX

Jill Behm, North Shore Oncology, IL

Danielle Bowen, New England Cancer Specialists, ME

Sheryl Freese, Zangmeister Cancer Center, OH

Heather Goddard, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, 

TX

Shandy Grisham, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, 

TX

Welcome to :  



Jaime Heisterkamp, Zangmeister Cancer Center, OH

Mary Hiatt, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, TX

Laurie Hill, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, TX

Janice Hopkins, Harbin Clinic Medical Oncology, GA 

Helena Iannaccone, The Center for Cancer and Blood 

Disorders, TX

Amy Nold, The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, TX

Welcome to :  



Arlene O'Rourke, New England Cancer Specialists, ME

BJ Peterson, Michael Law, MD, NC

Kristina Schultztanner, Athens Regional Medical Center, GA

Julie Spears, Oklahoma Cancer Specialists and Research 

Institute, OK

Brittany Sweigart, Zangmeister Cancer Center, OH 

Kelly White, Hem-Onc Life Center, LA

Welcome to :  



POLITICS 101: 

ADVOCATING FOR CANCER 

CARE WITH CONGRESS

Why it is important & why your voice matters

Nick Ferreyros, COA Director of Communications



COA University: Politics 101

Series Curriculum

▪ What is advocacy and why is it important

▪ How a bill becomes a law (the sausage making)

▪ More to come…



Why Are We Doing This?



What is Lobbying?



Constitutionally Protected

“Congress shall make no law … abridging … the right of the people 

peaceably … to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”



Who Do you Lobby?

Key Players in a Congressional Office

▪ Chief of Staff

▪ Legislative Director (LD)

▪ Legislative Assistant (LA)

▪ Press Secretary

▪ Scheduler

▪ Staff Assistant

▪ Caseworker



Profile of a typical Hill Staffer



Putting Staffer Age in Context

• 340B Drug Pricing Program (1992) – 24 years ago

• Medicare Modernization Act (2003) – 13 years ago

• Affordable Care Act (2010) – 6 years ago

• Sequestration (2013) – 3 years ago



Why YOUR Voice Matters

1. Politics

2. Experience



Why YOUR Voice Matters
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Why YOUR Voice Matters



What You Can Do

▪ Get to know your Congressman.

▪ Follow the issues – COA emails, website, etc.

▪ Establish contact with the district office.

▪ Get involved:

• Write op-eds or letters to the editor (Contact me!)

• Call offices – district and in DC

▪ Remember:  You’re the boss – they work for you. 



CAPP SURVEY RESULTS 
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Challenges   
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▪ Began 7/1/16

▪ To last 5 years

▪ Current focus 
▪ IOM 13 point care plan

▪ Patient navigation 

▪ Auditing financial transactions

▪ Practice Redesign Attestation – due soon 

(COA support network is assisting 132/195 cancer care teams.) 

Medicare Oncology Care Model – status:    
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▪ Effective use of listserv… capp@lists.coacancer.org
▪ Focus on APP challenges 

▪ Specific challenges on future CAPP calls 

▪ Best practices 

▪ Spotlight a cancer drug once per quarter 

▪ NOT like a lunch discussion 

▪ Drive the conversation 

▪ Standard discussion outline 

▪ Quality, value and how the drug assists in reform 

▪ Let us know what questions to ask 

▪ Other??

CAPP projects:    
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DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS 

Next CAPP Call  – Tuesday 9/20/16 – 6:00 pm ET 


