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Welcome 
Richard A. Bierschbach 

Dean, Wayne State University Law School

Greetings 
M. Roy Wilson 

President, Wayne State University

Justice Marilyn Kelly
Chair, Wayne State University Board of Governors

Laurie M. Lauzon Clabo
Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, 

Wayne State University

Gabriela M. Grimaldi 
President, Law School Student Bar Association Board of Governors

Professors of the Year 
Assistant Professor William Ortman 

First Year

Professor Noah Hall 
Upperclass

Commencement Address 
Kathleen Wilson-Thompson 

Former Executive Vice President and Global Chief Human Resources Officer, 
Walgreens Boots Alliance

Presentation of the Graduates 
Rachel Settlage 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Wayne State University Law School

Graduates who successfully completed a co-curricular or clinical program, served as a 
Free Legal Aid Clinic board member, or donated 50 or more hours of supervised pro 

bono legal services have been awarded cords in recognition of their dedication.

Clinic 
Green, gold and purple

Free Legal Aid Clinic 
Purple

Jaffe Transactional  
Law Competition 
Green and white

Jessup International Law  
Moot Court 

Blue and white

Journal of Business Law 
Black, gold and burgundy

The Journal of Law in Society 
Burgundy and white

Mock Trial 
Gold, green and black

Moot Court 
Silver, royal blue and white

Warrior Pro Bono Award 
Orange

Wayne Law Review 
Green and gold
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Juris Doctor

Daniel Anthony Balavitch

Dalila Shaakira Bayi

Malak Y. Beydoun

George M. Cobane

Mazen Hajali

Jenna Doulat Hajhassan

Brian Patrick Markham

Candice M. Mayer

Matthew W. Ryder

Michael J. Schwartz

Alexia Pappan Vader

Ahmad Mohamed Zaher

Master of Laws 
in United States Law

Cagdas Akinci

Titisha Mukherjee

Master of Laws 
in Labor and Employment Law

Danielle Louise Kennebrew

RECIPIENTS of DEGREES in LAW

December 2020
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Juris Doctor

Hend Mohammed Alhakam

Lauren M. Ayoub

John David Balavitch

Enkhjin Batbuyan

Bradley Benedetto

Jessica N. Biondo

Christopher Borkin

William Karl Broman

Rejanae Maya Brooks

Cheyanne Marie Brown

Jackson D. Buday

Rebecca Jane Bundy

Ethan J. Carey

Scott M. Carter

Michael Carty

Mary Jennifer Chaves

Alexandra Jillian Choate

James F. Claborn

Briana L. Combs

Brandon Shane Corcoran

Madeleine Clara Craig

Francesca Marie Cusumano

Anthony M. Dalimonte

Alec Michael D’Annunzio

Eric Thomas Decker

Simran Kaur Dhillon

Brett Henry Diederichs

Benjamin David Dietlin

Charles Ronald Drabik

Joshua B. Engel

Taylor L. Ester

Jordan Marie Ewald

Cody James Fields

Courtney Taylor Fields

Michael A. Fox

Donald Alexander Fuller-Wisner

Luke A. Gehringer

Maggie George

Erin C. Gianopoulos

Christine M. Gonyea

Zoe L. Grenfell

Gabriela M. Grimaldi

CANDIDATES for DEGREES in LAW

May 2021
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David L. Grisa

Lauren Debra Harrington

Alanah Marie Haskin

Ibrahim Imad Hassan

Lindsay P. Hazen

Samuel William Hess

Nadine Hessi

Emily M. Honet

Margaux Erin Hyman

Nicholas Andrew Jakymowych

Mark T. Janssen

James Earl-Deshawn Johnson

Ryan Wesley Johnson

Sydney Gayle Johnson

Morgan Chelsea Jones

Ryan Erich Kain

Angela Grace Kehrig

Sabah Anbareen Khadri

Isra Kamel Khuja

Falynn E. Koppy

Matilda M. Kull

Anna Marisa Lacroix

Courtney A. Lavender

Cassandra Marie Lee-Casner

Christian Kyle Leeka

Anthony Leithauser

Erin Jones Linser

Alec David Londal

Michele Patricia Ann Lucas-Narcisse

Nancy Maarraoui

Alexander D. Masson

Patrick J. Masterson

Derek David Micallef

Lydia A. Mikail

Rostyslav Morozovskyy

Adam Michael Morton

Molly Rebecca Moss

Maxfield Mudar

Lauren A. Nemazi

Mallory Mary Nissu

Ki Lee Shannon O’Brien

Donald Robert Osinski Jr.

Samantha Marie Perry

Derek Samuel Peterson

CANDIDATES for DEGREES in LAW

May 2021, continued
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CANDIDATES for DEGREES in LAW

Kelsey Anna Postema

Allyson Margaret Putt

Daniel Adam Relle

Brianna M. Robins

Boulos Henry Saba

Miranda R. Sarhan

Lia Marie Sharon

Lauren Catherine Shinaberry

Maxwell Gibson Shuart

Elena Theopisti Simopoulos

Layla Rose Sizemore

Emily Carol-Lyn Smith

Gregory Edward Tchorz

Hayley Lynn Tomich

Anna C. Transit

Hallisey A. Travers

Benjamin Barton VanBarr

Hannah Beth Wagner

Veronica R. Walrad

Phillip West Wandyez

Taylor M. Wells

Elizabeth Annette West

Christina N. Woodward

Benjamin D. Wu

May 2021, continued
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CANDIDATES for DEGREES in LAW

Juris Doctor

Kathryn Garner Dold

Jacob Aaron Kahn

Daniel P. Mixer

Mayuri S. Naphade

Christopher R. Picard

Edwin Piner

August 2021
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Kathleen Wilson-Thompson, 		
J.D. ’82, LL.M. ’96
Kathleen Wilson-Thompson is the former 
executive vice president and global chief 
human resources officer for Walgreens Boots 
Alliance.

Prior to her role at Walgreens, she held several 
positions of increasing responsibility in the 
operations and legal departments at Kellogg’s. 
When she left to join Walgreens, she was senior 
vice president of global human resources. She 
also worked as vice president and staff counsel 
of litigation and banking law for Michigan 
National Corporation.

Wilson-Thompson received a bachelor’s in 
English from the University of Michigan, and she earned both her J.D. and LL.M. in corporate 
and finance law from Wayne State University Law School. In 2016, the Law School presented her 
with the Distinguished Alumni Award. In 2017, Wilson-Thompson was admitted to the Bar of the 
Supreme Court of the United States.

Wilson-Thompson is a member of the board of directors at Tesla and a former board director of 
Vulcan Materials and Ashland Global Holdings. Currently, she serves on the board of directors 
for the Alumni Association of the University of Michigan and the NAACP Foundation. She 
formerly served on other nonprofit community organizations’ boards. Black Enterprise magazine 
has repeatedly named Wilson-Thompson as one of its “Top 300 Most Powerful Executives in 
Corporate America,” and Savoy magazine has featured her in lists such as “Most Influential Black 
Executives in Corporate America” and “Most Influential Black Corporate Directors.”

2021 KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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Sarah Abramowicz
Associate Professor of Law 

Ph.D., Columbia University 
J.D., Columbia Law School 
B.A., Stanford University

Robert M. Ackerman
Professor of Law 

J.D., Harvard Law School 
B.A., Colgate University

Sabrina Balgamwalla
Assistant Professor (Clinical) of Law 

J.D., American University Washington  
College of Law 

B.A., Bryn Mawr College

Laura B. Bartell
Professor of Law 

J.D., Harvard Law School 
B.A., Stanford University

Linda M. Beale
Professor of Law 

LL.M., New York University School of Law 
J.D., Cornell Law School 

Ph.D., M.A., Cornell University 
B.S., Duke University

Jocelyn Benson
Associate Professor of Law 
J.D., Harvard Law School 
M.Phil., University of Oxford 

B.A., Wellesley College

Khaled Beydoun
Associate Professor of Law 
J.D., UCLA School of Law

LL.M., University of Toronto Faculty of Law
A.B., University of Michigan

Richard A. Bierschbach
Professor of Law 

J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
B.A., University of Michigan

Charles Brower
Professor of Law

J.D., University of Virginia School of Law
B.A., University of Vermont

Kingsley R. Browne
Professor of Law

J.D., University of Denver
M.A., University of Colorado

B.A., George Washington University

Stephen Calkins
Professor of Law 

J.D., Harvard Law School 
B.A., Yale University

Susan E. Cancelosi
Associate Professor of Law 

LL.M., University of Houston Law Center 
J.D., Cornell Law School 

B.B.A., B.A., Southern Methodist University

Kirsten Matoy Carlson
Associate Professor of Law 

Ph.D., University of Michigan 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M.A., Victoria University, New Zealand 

B.A., Johns Hopkins University

Anne Choike
Assistant Professor (Clinical) of Law 

J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M.U.P., University of Michigan 

B.A., Cornell University

Kathryn Day
Legal Research and Writing Instructor

J.D., Northwestern University School of Law 
B.A., University of Michigan

Anthony M. Dillof
Professor of Law 

LL.M., J.D., Columbia Law School
A.B., Harvard University

Paul R. Dubinsky
Professor of Law 

LL.M., Katholieke University, Belgium  
J.D., Harvard Law School 

B.A., Yale University

Gregory H. Fox
Professor of Law 

J.D., New York University School of Law
B.A., Bates College

FULL-TIME FACULTY
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Lance A. Gable
Associate Professor of Law 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
M.P.H., B.A., Johns Hopkins University

Noah D. Hall
Professor of Law 

J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
B.S., University of Michigan

Peter J. Hammer
Professor of Law

Ph.D., University of Michigan 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 

B.A., B.S., Gonzaga University

Peter J. Henning
Professor of Law 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
M.A., Fordham University 

B.A., Loyola Marymount University

Marilyn Kelly
Distinguished Jurist in Residence 

J.D., Wayne State University Law School 
M.A., Middlebury College 

B.A., Eastern Michigan University

Carl Levin
Distinguished Legislator in Residence 

J.D., Harvard Law School  
B.A., Swarthmore College

Justin R. Long
Associate Professor of Law 

J.D., University of Pennsylvania  
Law School 

A.B., Harvard University

Christopher C. Lund
Professor of Law 

J.D., University of Texas  
School of Law 

B.A., Rice University

John E. Mogk
Distinguished Service Professor of Law

Dip. of Comp. Law, Stockholm University 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School

B.B.A., University of Michigan

Adele M. Morrison
Associate Professor of Law 

LL.M., University of Wisconsin  
Law School 

J.D., Stanford Law School 
B.A., San Francisco State University

David R. Moss
Associate Professor (Clinical) of Law 

J.D., Columbia Law School 
B.A., Swarthmore College

Amy Neville
Legal Research and Writing Instructor 

J.D., Wayne State University Law School 
B.S., Central Michigan University

William Ortman
Assistant Professor of Law 

J.D., University of Chicago Law School 
B.A., Swarthmore College

Sanjukta Paul
Assistant Professor of Law 

J.D., Yale Law School 
M.A., University of Pittsburgh 

B.A., University of Iowa

Julia Ya Qin
Professor of Law 

S.J.D., LL.M., Harvard Law School 
LL.B., Peking University

Rebecca Robichaud
Assistant Professor (Clinical) of Law 

J.D., University of Notre Dame Law School 
B.A., Michigan State University,  

James Madison College

Brad R. Roth
Professor of Law and Political Science 

Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley 
LL.M., Columbia Law School 

J.D., Harvard Law School 
B.A., Swarthmore College

John A. Rothchild
Professor of Law

J.D., University of Pennsylvania  
Law School 

A.B., Princeton University

FULL-TIME FACULTY
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Alan S. Schenk
Distinguished Professor of Law

LL.M., New York University  
School of Law 

LL.B., University of Illinois College of Law 
B.S., University of Illinois

Robert A. Sedler
Distinguished Professor of Law

J.D., University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law 

B.A., University of Pittsburgh

Rachel Settlage
Associate Professor of Law 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
M.S.F.S., Georgetown University 

B.A., University of California, Berkeley

Kathryn M. Smolinski
Assistant Professor (Clinical) of Law 

J.D., Wayne State University Law School 
M.S.W., B.A., University of Michigan

Kristin C. Theut-Newa
Legal Research and Writing Instructor 

J.D., Wayne State University Law School 
B.A., University of Michigan

Heather Walter-McCabe 
Associate Professor of Law and Social Work 

J.D., Indiana University 
School of Law-Indianapolis
M.S.W., Indiana University 

School of Social Work
B.A., Indiana University Bloomington 

Jonathan T. Weinberg
Professor of Law 

J.D., Columbia Law School 
A.B., Harvard University

Vincent A. Wellman
Associate Professor of Law 

J.D., Yale Law School 
B.A., Pomona College

Katherine E. White
Professor of Law 

LL.M., George Washington University 
Law School 

J.D., University of Washington School of Law 
M.S.S., U.S. Army War College 

B.S.E., Princeton University

Steven L. Winter
Walter S. Gibbs Distinguished Professor  

of Constitutional Law 
J.D., Columbia Law School 

B.A., Yeshiva University

Eric A. Zacks
Associate Professor of Law 
J.D., Harvard Law School 
B.A., University of Michigan

FULL-TIME FACULTY
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Summer 2020, Fall 2020, Winter 2021

Amanda Alexander, Ph.D., J.D., B.A.  

Jon Baloch, LL.M., J.D., B.S.

Gary Benjamin, J.D.

David Berry, J.D., B.A.

Kimberly Buddin, J.D., B.A.

Kelly Carter, J.D., B.S.

Ruth Carter, J.D.

Eric Cholack, J.D.

Andrew Clopton, J.D., B.A.

Hon. Timothy P. Connors, J.D., B.A.

Jerome Crawford, J.D., B.A.

Ann Daley, J.D., A.B.

Susan Diehl, J.D., M.S., B.A.

Daniel Ellman, J.D., M.Ed., B.A.

William N. Evans, J.D., B.S.

Lynn Gandhi, LL.M., J.D., B.A.

Hon. Elizabeth Gleicher, J.D., B.A.

Barry Goldman, J.D., M.A.

John Harris, J.D., B.S.

Min Huang, J.D., B.A., B.S.

Roland Hwang, LL.M., J.D., M.B.A., B.S.

Michael Indenbaum, J.D.

Erika Julien, J.D., B.A.

Kristin LaVoy, J.D., B.A.

Lawrence Mann, J.D., B.A.

Delores Mayer, J.D.

Jack Mazzara, J.D., B.A.

Angeles Meneses, J.D., B.A.

Wayne J. Miller, J.D., B.A.

Kenneth Mogill, J.D., B.A.

Joanna Morales, J.D.

Michael Nowakowski, J.D., A.B.

Paul O’Neill, J.D., B.A.

Jacqueline Ouvry, J.D.

Jennifer A. Pilette, J.D., B.A.

Antoinette Raheem, J.D., B.A.

Richard Rattner, J.D., B.A.

Amanda Rice, J.D., B.A.

David Rogers, J.D., B.S.

Deborah Schneider, J.D.

Peter Sugar, J.D., B.S.B.A.

William Winsten, J.D.

Rebecca Wrock, LL.M., J.D., B.S.

PART-TIME FACULTY
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ARTHUR NEEF LAW LIBRARY

Virginia C. Thomas  
J.D., A.M., M.B.A., B.A. 

Director of the Law Library
Jan Bissett  

J.D., M.S.L.S., B.A. 
Librarian

Michelle M. LaLonde 
LL.M., J.D., M.L.I.S., B.A. 

Librarian

Kathryn A. Polgar  
J.D., M.L.I.S., A.B. 

Librarian
Michael Samson 

LL.M., LL.B., M.S.L.S., M.S., M.S.  
Librarian

Richard A. Bierschbach, J.D., B.A. 
Dean

Rachel Settlage, J.D., M.S.F.S., B.A. 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Jonathan T. Weinberg, J.D., A.B. 
Associate Dean for Research  
and Faculty Development

Tishia Browning, J.D., B.A. 
Director of Employer Development

Diane H. Fears, J.D., B.A. 
Director of Career and Professional 

Development; Director of the Student 
Voluntary Pro Bono Program

Gregory H. Fox, J.D., B.A. 
Director of the Program for International 

Legal Studies

Kathy Fox, J.D., M.B.A., B.A. 
Assistant Dean of Admissions

Krystal M. Gardner, J.D., B.A. 
Assistant Dean of Career and 

Professional Development

Peter J. Hammer, Ph.D., J.D., B.A., B.S. 
Director of the Damon J. Keith Center  

for Civil Rights

Rebecca Hollancid, B.S. 
Registrar

Misbah ul Islam, M.S., M.S., B.E. 
Lead Applications Technical Analyst

Robin Johnson 
Assistant to the Dean

Rob MacGregor, J.D., B.A. 
Senior Director of Philanthropy

Adeeb Mozip, Ed.D., M.B.A., B.A. 
Director of Business Affairs

Kaylee Place, B.S. 
Director of Marketing and Communications

Rebecca Robichaud, J.D., B.A. 
Interim Director of Clinical Education; 

Director of Externship Programs

Meghan Short, J.D., B.A.  
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs

Michelle Taylor, M.A., B.A. 
Assistant Director of Scholarship Program 

and Assessment

Nikki Taylor-Vargo, M.B.A., B.B.A. 
Assistant Dean of Non-J.D. Programs

Kristin C. Theut-Newa, J.D., B.A. 
Director of Legal Research and Writing

Virginia C. Thomas, J.D., A.M.,  
M.B.A., B.A. 

Director of the Law Library

James Townsend, J.D., M.B.A.,  
M.P.P., B.A.  

Director of the Levin Center at Wayne Law

Jane Warkentin, J.D., M.A., B.A. 
Clinical Programs Manager; Staff Attorney

WAYNE LAW ADMINISTRATION



law.wayne.edu

Wayne State University Board of Governors
Marilyn Kelly, chair, Mark Gaffney, vice chair, Bryan C. Barnhill II, 
Michael Busuito, Anil Kumar, Terri Lynn Land, Shirley Stancato, 
Dana Thompson, M. Roy Wilson, ex officio

Law School




