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Airport Compliance
• Grant assurances are part of every 

project involving federally funding 

for NPIAS airports

• State funding for TASP only – non 

NIPIAS airports has parallel grant 

assurances

• Airport owners (sponsors), tenants, 

and users have rights and 

obligations

• FAA Order 5190.6B (September 30, 

2009) grant assurances is guiding 

document



The 39 Grant Assurance Obligations





How Long Am I Obligated?

• Most contracts for 

improvements (runways, 

taxiways, lights, etc.) are 

for 20 years

• Certain land grant or 

purchase agreements / 

contracts run as long as 

the land is part of the 

airport.



FAA / TxDOT Enforcement
• There is an informal resolution process, no formal paperwork, 

arbitrate between the parties by FAA compliance office. 

• FAR part 13 describes rules of practice to investigate 
alleged violations – this is an informal but documented 
process.

• FAR part 16 is the formal process – sometimes leads to 
formal legal determination by the FAA Administrator.

Airport sponsors that 

do not meet 

compliance standards 

can lose future 

federal or state 

funding 



So, What if I Have a Problem?

• If you cannot resolve an issue concerning grant                                  

assurances, consider the following:

• Contact TxDOT planning  for compliance 

questions. FAR Part 13 determination starts with 

written comments from the sponsor, tenant, or 

concerned citizen.

• We ask for as many of the 

facts concerning the issue 

as possible  and what end 

results are desired…



So, What if I Have a Problem?

• TxDOT, for state compliance issues and as an 

agent for the FAA for federal compliance, will 

review, research, meet, discuss, etc. and issue a 

finding in writing to the interested parties.

• Issues of disagreement 

between parties which do 

NOT involve compliance

are usually local issues. 

TxDOT will render any 

assistance but will not use 

the Part 13 process – only 

advise.



So, What if I Have a Problem?
• TxDOT / FAA compliance represent the interest 

of the public money invested. TxDOT and the 

FAA airport development and compliance offices 

will assist the sponsor and tenants equally in 

resolving compliance concerns.

• TxDOT and the FAA ADO 

have a partnership with the 

sponsor for airport 

development however in 

compliance disputes TxDOT

must treat all parties equal 

in resolving the issue.



So, What if I Have a Problem?
• When a determination is given by TxDOT, either 

the sponsor or other party(s) may ask for a 

second FAR part 13  review or file for a formal 

determination under FAR part 16.

• The process for grant assurance 

compliance is one of advise and consent 

by TxDOT and the FAA ADO. When 

reviewing an issue, TxDOT and the FAA will 

define the intent and limits for compliance 

to the parties involved rather that dictate 

exactly what steps the sponsor or other 

party need to take. Most compliance issues 

have several possible acceptable solutions.



Of the 39 assurances, generally those 

that require day-to-day management 

include:

4. Good title

5. Preserving Rights and Powers

11. Pavement Preventive Maintenance

13. Accounting, Audit, Record Keeping

19. Operations and Maintenance

21. Compatible Land Use

22. Economic Nondiscrimination

23. Exclusive Rights

24. Fee and Rental Structure

The Assurances



Maintaining the infrastructure – RAMP

funds are a good way to keep up

Temporary Airport Closures – may be

permitted under certain circumstances

– build out or repair / temporary

obstructions / aeronautical activity

events with FAA concurrence.

Airspace Evaluation –oeaaa.faa.gov

web site is the process for

construction on the airport or within

20,000* feet of the closest runway

Assurance 19, Operations and Maintenance



Sponsor must make the airport 
available for aeronautical activity.

All parties seeking to provide 
aeronautical services must be 
reasonably accommodated.

Rates and fees need NOT be 
exactly equal among all tenants –
if Sponsor can show a sound 
accounting principle for 
differences – examples:

- Prime vs. secondary locations 
for FBOs

- Airport-based aeronautical 
services vs. “drive-on” operators

Assurance 22, Economic Nondiscrimination



Sponsor may not mandate any tenant

or transient purchase fuel, supplies, or

services from the Sponsor run

operation or any tenant service

provider.

Sponsor may exercise a Proprietary

Exclusive Right to be the sole provider

of services on their airport; this right

may NOT be contracted out or sublet.

Sponsor may not permit one tenant to

lease or tie up all airport property –

Sponsor must respond to a request to

lease space or property on the airport

in a timely manner – otherwise this is a

form of exclusive right.

Assurance 23, Exclusive Rights



Rates – sponsor needs to structure

rates to adjust for inflation & costs.

FAA recommends 5 year adjustment

minimum.

Lease Duration, Sponsor owned

Structures – FAA recommends 20

years maximum, often month-to-month

Lease Duration, Ground Lease Only -

Only of sufficient duration to amortize

tenant’s cost of the structure. FAA

discusses up to 30 years (GA 38)

Reversion of Property – tenant titles

property to sponsor at the end of term

– NOT required by law or GA, but can

be a good business move in some

cases

Assurance 24, Fee and Rental Structure 







Abandoned Aircraft
Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 22, County and Municipal Airports

SUBCHAPTER Z. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 22.901.  DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED AIRCRAFT.  (a)  A local government that is unable 
to determine the ownership of an aircraft that has been located for more than 90 days at 
an airport owned by the local government may petition a district court for the county in 
which the aircraft is located to determine the ownership of the aircraft if:
the local government has provided notice in the same manner as provided by Section 

683.012 for notice of an abandoned motor vehicle 

TRANSPORTATION CODE, TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
SUBTITLE H. PARKING, TOWING, AND STORAGE OF VEHICLES
CHAPTER 683. ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES
SUBCHAPTER B. ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES:  
SEIZURE AND AUCTION

Sec. 683.012.  TAKING ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
INTO CUSTODY:  NOTICE.

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=683.012&Date=7/18/2015


http://www.txdot.gov/


Final Rule: Model Aircraft 6/25/14

FAA  places UAS in three categories:

(1) Public (government agency)  aircraft
(2) Civil aircraft   
(3) Model aircraft – registered, not regulated, may not be 
for commercial purposes.



NPRM 2015-0150 - UAS Ops
New FAR 107 Proposed:

• Limits: < 55 lbs / day VFR (3 SM viz) / 
unaided visual line of sight only / one UAS 
per operator / max 100 knots* / controlled 
airspace requires ATC permission / operator 
stationary (except on water) / preflight 
required / may NOT operate over persons 
except crew / TSA must “vet” operator / 
operator required to hold FAA issued 
operators permit / operator must pass 
knowledge test every 24th month / minimum 
age 17  / any accident must be reported 
within 10 days to FAA



NPRM 2015-0150 - UAS Ops – Final Rule 

June 2016 (?)

• UAS Requirements: Airworthiness cert NOT 
required / FAA registration IS required / N 
number must be displayed largest possible

• Microlight Category:  mUAV - max 4.4 lbs, 
400’ AGL /  may operate over persons in 
class G / operator would self-certify 
knowledge test areas – ARC formed 2/2016.

• Model Aircraft: Part 107 rules would NOT 
apply to model aircraft as defined / FAR 101 
(balloons, rockets) to be modified to 
prohibit endangering NAS



UAS – Bottom Line

• UAS that are registered or operating on a 
Certificate of Authorization ARE aeronautical 
activity BUT to operate from or over your  
airport, specific authority to do so                 
must be issued by the FAA.

• Model aircraft are NOT aeronautical         
activity relative to your airport and may only 
operate from the airport under special 
circumstances (open day, air show, etc.) –
However, current law provides model UAS 
need only advise the airport management to 
operate within 5 miles of the airport……..



NPRM – Hangar Use on Public Airports

FAA revising policy for 

hangar use on publically 

funded airports

If principal use is 

aeronautical activity, then 

other limited use permitted

Only final assembly of aircraft will be permitted
May not reside in hangar

Comment period closed October 4, 2014 – final rule date 
unknown

– search FAA-2014-0463

http://www.regulations.gov/


Airport Compliance

•Questions?

•Comments?

•Good Ideas?


