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PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS: THE LIGHTNING THIEF
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PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF

BY RICK RIORDAN
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THE LIGHTNING THIEF IS A FANTASY-ADVENTURE
WRITTEN BY Rick RiORDAN. IT IS THE FIRST NOVEL IN
THE PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS SERIES, WHicH
CHARTS THE ADVENTURES OF MODERN DAY 12-YEAR-
OLD PERCY JACKSON AS HE DISCOVERS HE IS A DEMIGOD,
THE SON OoF A MORTAL WOMAN AND THE GREEK GOD
POSEIDON. PERCY AND HIS FRIENDS GO0 ON A QUEST ToO
PREVENT AN APOCALYPTIC WAR BETWEEN THE GREEK

60bS ZEUS, POSEIDON, AND HADES.

Name Date Class
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COMPREHENSION GUIDE
PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF
PRIOR TO READING

Reading Strategy: Prior Knowledge
Before reading, try to answer the questions in the chart below. Write your answers in the left-

hand column before you begin reading. Then, read the story to try to find out more or your
teacher will provide you with so )

PRIOR TO READING §

Who are Zeus, Pose

What is dyslexia and ADD?

Prior to Reading

Strategy Focus: Making Predictions

Good readers will predict. Preview your book and make a prediction about what the book will
be about. Be sure to use evidence from your preview for your prediction.

GOOD READERS WILL TRY TO FIND MEANINGS FROM THE WORDS...

/
Z WORD STUDY

In order to betfter comprehend what they are reading, good readers will try fo find the meanings of
the key vocabulary in the story. If you have difficulty with some of the vocabulary words from your
reading, just remember that some words may have more than one definition. Be sure the one you
use fits the way you think it would be used in the story.

GOOD READERS WILL USE CONTEXT CLUES...

Copyright © Wise Guys



COMPREHENSION GUIDE
PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF

Directions: Answer the following questions about the story, Percy Jackson & The Olympians: The
Lightning Thief. Whenever possible, try to use complete sentences.

THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 18 2

Z Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology

In order to understand what you are reading , you will be infroduced
to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology.

Zeus: King of the Greek Gods and Goddesses
Zeus is usudlly reeastRistess CN@aie! : us bearded man.
His symbol is t werful, strong,
charming, and pe e Gods of Mount
Olympus and has a b creator god who is
sometimes considere ankind by his peers.

STRATEGY FOCUS: CHARACT
Good readers will understan
about the characters in the

CHARACTER WHAT I KNOW

out. Share what you know

PERCY

GROVER

NANCY BOBOFIT

MRS.DODDS

Copyright © Wise Guys



THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 3 & 4

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be infroduced
Z to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology.

Hades: King of the Dead; Lord of the Underworld

Like Zeus, Hades is usually represented as a vigorous bearded man.
Hades was born to the Great Mother goddess Rhea and Kronos

(Father Time) on the island of Crete, along with his brothers Zeus and

Poseidon. Hades sprung out of the earth and captured Persephone,

dragging her off to be his queen in the Underworld. Her mother Demeter
searched for her and stopped all foods from growing until Persephone

was returned. Finally, a d e Persephone stayed
one-third of the yead e year serving as a

handmaiden to Zeus at -third with her mother.

Good readers use ba er comprehend...

STRATEGY FOCUS: COMPARE AND CONTRAST

Good readers will compare and contrast ideas while they are reading to help them better
com end

contr@@ithe tw

What supposedly happened to Percy’s dad?
/5N

Why do you think Percy’s mom put up with Gabe?

Copyright © Wise Guys



THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 7 & 8

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be infroduced
to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology.

Artemis: Goddess of Wild Things
Artemis is physically strong, able to defend herself, and a defender
and guardian of wildlife. Artemis is a freedom-loving young woman
who likes to roam the forests with her female companions. She doesn't
care for city life and keeps to the natural, wild environment.

N

Good readers use background knowledge to better comprehend...

As you read chapters 7-8, answer the gue ing one letter per box. Note:
Some boxes may not be used. Af ions, unscramble the letters in the
shaded boxes to answer the Bonus

Annabeth told Percy that his s one of the gods.

Percy found out through Luke that Annabeth wanted to go on a and thought he might
be “the one"” she had been waiting for to go with.

At camp, Percy would rotat fighting lessons.

During the sword fighting duel with Luke, Percy was able to knock Luke's sword away and point
his sword at Luke's .

not have any more “heroes” (children) to stop wars from happening.

Bonus Question: Now unscramble the shaded letters to form a word that fits in the following
blank space. The Greek God Hermes was known as the God of and Troubleshooting.

\'J L

Copyright © Wise Guys



THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 9 & 10

What was going on with the gods and a lightning bolt?

What are the four statements that the Oracle said to Percy?

What s Perc

Who accompanied Percy on
Angeles?

irclane to get to Los

STRATEGY FOCUS: UNDERSTANDING DETAILS

On the each of the “suitcases” below, write down what each person (Percy, Annabeth, and
Grover) decided to take on the quest.

PERCY

| a—

?(—_(F

- tﬁ\

ANNABETH

—

- - 3\

?(—_(F

GROVER

[ —

N

T(_-(F -
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THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 13 & 14

STRATEGY FOCUS: EXTENDING THE TEXT

Percy has gone through a lot in this story. For this activity, you are asked to design four “Apps”
that you think Percy would find helpful. You will also need to explain what the application is
and how it would benefit Percy.

PERCY'S "APP* WHAT "APP" IS AND HOW IT WOULD BENEFIT PERCY

Top Left

Top Right

Bottom Left

Bottom Right

Copyright © Wise Guys




THE LIGHTNING THIEF: CHAPTERS 149 & 20

Z Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be infroduced
to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology.

Aphrodite: Goddess of Love and Beauty
Aphrodite is a gorgeous, perfect, eternally young woman
with a beautiful body. She was believed to be born of the

foam in the sea off of the islands of Cyprus.

STRATEGY FOCUS: UNDERSTANDIR
Describe the three areas of the Und

column has at least three details.

FIELDS OF ASHPODEL ELYSIUM

STRATEGY FOCUS:V I

Good readers will paint tu in
their minds to help them better comprehend
the story. In the box to the right, draw a
picture of one of the three Underworlds.
Write a caption for your picture below.

Strategy Focus: Extending the Text
For this focus, you do not have to write anything down.
All you need to do is think about it and be ready to share.

If you had a choice, what underworld would you like to visite Why?
Which underworld would you like to visit the leaste Why?

Good readers will think about what they are reading...

Copyright © Wise Guys



PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF
BY RICK RIORDAN
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PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS:

THE LIGHTNING THIEF
BY RICK RIORDAN

End of Story
Project Choices

PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS: THE LIGHTNING THIEF

PROJECT CHOICES

Directiom: E=low are some project choices that youw can work on when
wou are finished reading the story, Percy Jockson & The Olympions: The
Lightning Thiaf. If you think you have an idea for o project, get your
feacher's approval first.

CABIN FOR A GOD ALy
In the siory fhere are cabins af Comp Half-Blood for the various gods. Make up o half-
blood god [character] that would be coming te camp. Then drow a bluepdnt of how
the inside of cabin would look fke. You wil also need fo drow and color @ piciure of
what the sxiedor of the cabin would look like. You gko need to include a physical
description and a special power that the character would have

GODS, TITANS, 38 CREATURES

The story i loaded with mythological beings and creatures. It is your job to soft through
all of these chorocters and clamify them info gods, ftans, and creatures. Then chooss
five of the characters and provide a physical descrption, o neat and colorful drowing,
and a summary of the role each characier played in the sho

WaTZ! WANTED POSTER

e

po
wanfed, a reward, and a picture with o caphon.

A JOURNEY ACROSS AMERICA

Percy, Grover, and Annabeth began their quest ot Camp Half-Blood. Your job & to plot
their guest on a blank Urited Sfotes map. On the map, yow must connect the dobs of
their journey and label the city and stote of all of their stiops. On the back of the map,
wrife a descrption as to what ecowred at each stop along their joumey.

THE NEW LOTUS HOTEL & CASINO

You are the new cwner of the Lotes Hotel L Casine. If it your job to never let anyor
home. Your task is to crecle three new gomes thot children could not reg
creafe a room that no one would sver want to lecve. Pleate be desc

game development and in the design of your room. Pictures would be o

show what theze arec: would look ke as well.

GAME BOARD

Make up o colorful boord gome about the sfory on o larger piece of tog board or
constnecfion paper. Your game must conioin ot l=ast len events that hoppened in fhe
story. Your game board must tel the mgin events of fhe story.

Cogryighl @ wha Gun




