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The Lightning Thief is a fantasy-adventure 

written by Rick Riordan. It is the first novel in 

the Percy Jackson & The Olympians series, which 

charts the adventures of modern day 12-year-

old Percy Jackson as he discovers he is a demigod, 

the son of a mortal woman and the Greek god 

Poseidon. Percy and his friends go on a quest to 

prevent an apocalyptic war between the Greek 

gods Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy_literature
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Comprehension Guide 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians:  

The Lightning Thief 
 

Prior to Reading  
Reading Strategy: Prior Knowledge 

Before reading, try to answer the questions in the chart below. Write your answers in the left-

hand column before you begin reading. Then, read the story to try to find out more or your 

teacher will provide you with some more information that you can write on the right side. 
 

Prior to Reading Story After Discussion or Story 

Who are Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades and what are they known for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is dyslexia and ADD? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prior to Reading 

Strategy Focus: Making Predictions   

Good readers will predict. Preview your book and make a prediction about what the book will 

be about. Be sure to use evidence from your preview for your prediction. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Good Readers will try to find meanings from the words… 
 

 

Word Study 
In order to better comprehend what they are reading, good readers will try to find the meanings of 

the key vocabulary in the story. If you have difficulty with some of the vocabulary words from your 

reading, just remember that some words may have more than one definition. Be sure the one you 

use fits the way you think it would be used in the story. 
 

 

Good Readers will use context clues… 
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Comprehension Guide 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians: 

The Lightning Thief 
Directions: Answer the following questions about the story, Percy Jackson & The Olympians: The 

Lightning Thief. Whenever possible, try to use complete sentences.  
 

The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 1 & 2   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Where did Percy attend school? What type of students went to that school? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Strategy Focus: Character Traits 

Good readers will understand the characters they are reading about. Share what you know 

about the characters in the table below. 
 

Character What I Know 

Percy  

Grover  

Nancy Bobofit  

Mr. Brunner  

Mrs. Dodds  

 

 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology 
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be introduced  

to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology. 
 

 

Zeus: King of the Greek Gods and Goddesses 

Zeus is usually represented as an older, vigorous bearded man.  

His symbol is the thunderbolt. He is highly powerful, strong,  

charming, and persuasive.  Zeus is King of the Gods of Mount  

Olympus and has a beautiful wife Hera. Zeus is a creator god who is 

sometimes considered to be too friendly to humankind by his peers. 
 

 

Good readers use background knowledge to better comprehend… 
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The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 3 & 4   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Strategy Focus: Compare and Contrast 

Good readers will compare and contrast ideas while they are reading to help them better 

comprehend the story. As you learn more about Percy’s mom and step-dad, compare and 

contrast the two.  Try to have at least two descriptions in each of the three sections. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What supposedly happened to Percy’s dad? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Why do you think Percy’s mom put up with Gabe? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology 
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be introduced  

to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology. 
 

 

Hades: King of the Dead; Lord of the Underworld 

Like Zeus, Hades is usually represented as a vigorous bearded man.  

Hades was born to the Great Mother goddess Rhea and Kronos  

(Father Time) on the island of Crete, along with his brothers Zeus and 

Poseidon. Hades sprung out of the earth and captured Persephone, 

dragging her off to be his queen in the Underworld. Her mother Demeter 

searched for her and stopped all foods from growing until Persephone  

was returned. Finally, a deal was worked out where Persephone stayed  

one-third of the year with Hades, one-third of the year serving as a 

handmaiden to Zeus at Mount Olympus, and one-third with her mother. 
 

 

Good readers use background knowledge to better comprehend… 
 
 

Gabe Sally Jackson 
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The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 7 & 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Strategy Focus: Comprehension Questions 

As you read chapters 7-8, answer the questions below by putting one letter per box. Note: 

Some boxes may not be used. After answering all of the questions, unscramble the letters in the 

shaded boxes to answer the Bonus Question. 

 

Annabeth told Percy that his _____ wasn’t dead- in fact he was one of the gods.  
 

        
 

Annabeth believed the gods were angry because something was stolen from them. If what 

was stolen wasn’t returned by the _____ solstice, then there would be trouble.  
 

        
 

Percy found out through Luke that Annabeth wanted to go on a _____ and thought he might 

be “the one” she had been waiting for to go with.  
 

        
 

At camp, Percy would rotate through outdoor activities, canoe, and take _____ fighting lessons.  
  

        
 

During the sword fighting duel with Luke, Percy was able to knock Luke’s sword away and point 

his sword at Luke’s _____.  
 

        
 

The “Big Three” (Zeus, _____, and Hades) decided after World War II that they would  

not have any more “heroes” (children) to stop wars from happening.  
 

        
 

Bonus Question: Now unscramble the shaded letters to form a word that fits in the following 

blank space. The Greek God Hermes was known as the God of _____ and Troubleshooting.  

   

   V  L    

 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology 
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be introduced  

to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology. 
 

 

Artemis: Goddess of Wild Things 

Artemis is physically strong, able to defend herself, and a defender  

and guardian of wildlife. Artemis is a freedom-loving young woman  

who likes to roam the forests with her female companions. She doesn't  

care for city life and keeps to the natural, wild environment. 
 

 

Good readers use background knowledge to better comprehend… 
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The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 9 & 10   
 

What was going on with the gods and a lightning bolt?  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What are the four statements that the Oracle said to Percy?  
 

  

  
 

What was Percy’s quest? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Who accompanied Percy on his quest? Why couldn’t Percy take an airplane to get to Los 

Angeles?  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Details 

On the each of the “suitcases” below, write down what each person (Percy, Annabeth, and 

Grover) decided to take on the quest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percy Annabeth Grover 
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The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 13 & 14   
 

Strategy Focus: Extending the Text 

Percy has gone through a lot in this story. For this activity, you are asked to design four “Apps” 

that you think Percy would find helpful. You will also need to explain what the application is 

and how it would benefit Percy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Percy’s “APP” What “App” is and how it would Benefit Percy 

Top Left  

Top Right  

Bottom Left  

Bottom Right  
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The Lightning Thief:  Chapters 19 & 20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Important Details 

Describe the three areas of the Underworld. Make sure each column has at least three details.  
 

Fields of Ashpodel Fields of Punishment Elysium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategy Focus: Understanding Greek Mythology 
In order to understand what you are reading , you will be introduced  

to some of the Olympian Gods and Goddesses of Greek Mythology. 
 

 

Aphrodite: Goddess of Love and Beauty 

Aphrodite is a gorgeous, perfect, eternally young woman  

with a beautiful body. She was believed to be born of the  

foam in the sea off of the islands of Cyprus. 
 

 

Good readers use background knowledge to better comprehend… 
 
 

 

Strategy Focus: Extending the Text 
For this focus, you do not have to write anything down. 

All you need to do is think about it and be ready to share. 
 

If you had a choice, what underworld would you like to visit? Why?  

Which underworld would you like to visit the least? Why? 
 

 

Good readers will think about what they are reading… 
 

Strategy Focus: Visualizing 
Good readers will paint a picture of in  

their minds to help them better comprehend  

the story. In the box to the right, draw a  

picture of one of the three Underworlds.  

Write a caption for your picture below. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 



 

Chapter-By-Chapter 

Vocabulary & Key 
  

Percy Jackson & The Olympians: 

The Lightning Thief 
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End of Story  

Project Choices 
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