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EXPERIENCE

Reported and wrote about three stories on a weekly basis, with a circulation of 
50,000. Stories were also published in The Ocala Star-Banner and The Guardian. 

Copy edited articles for grammar, spelling, punctuation and AP style for the 
nation’s largest student-run newspaper. Daily circulation: 35,000. 

Wrote blog posts relating to food, internships and student living. 

Manage about 15 copy editors, write headlines and cutlines, and participate in 
daily budget meetings. 

Manage web reporters and producers enrolled in Editing: edit stories and approve 
story ideas. Collaborate with telecommunication students and faculty, report and 
edit breaking news. 

THE INDEPENDENT FLORIDA ALLIGATOR

TOWER PUBLICATIONS

WUFT

MIAMI HERALD

THE GAINESVILLE SUN

COPY DESK CHIEF

BLOGGER

COPY EDITOR

Reported and wrote stories for South Florida’s leading newspaper, which together 
with El Nuevo Herald draws 1.5 million readers on a weekly basis. 

REPORTER

Copy edited national and local sections, wrote headlines and cutlines and 
formatted stories. 

COPY EDITING INTERN

ASSIGNMENT DESK MANAGER

Collaborated with telecommunication students and faculty, worked with web 
producers and reporters on story ideas, reported, wrote and edited stories.

WEB EDITOR

ORANGE & BLUE MAGAZINE

Tracked all drafts of stories, set deadlines, managed a system for proper copy flow 
and wrote features for the Applied Magazines capstone course. 

MANAGING EDITOR

Reported and wrote full-length features and shot pictures for Our Town and 
Senior Times magazines.

FREELANCE WRITER AND PHOTOGRAPHER

CORRESPONDENT AND PHOTOGRAPHER

Pitched story ideas and completed assignments. Circulation: more than 30,000. 

INSITE MAGAZINE
STAFF WRITER AND PHOTOGRAPHER

EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN JOURNALISM, EDITING

AUGUST 2013 - PRESENT

MAY 2013 - AUGUST 2013

JANUARY 2013 - MAY 2013

AUGUST 2013 - PRESENT

JANUARY 2013 - MAY 2013

MAY 2013 - AUGUST 2013

JANUARY 2013 - MAY 2013

DECEMBER 2012 - MAY 2013

AUGUST 2012 - DECEMBER 2012

MAY 2012 - JANUARY 2013

CORAL REEF SENIOR HIGH
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA

MAY 2014

MAY 2010

SKILLS
CCI NEWSGATE; ADOBE CS6: INDESIGN, PHOTOSHOP; CSS, HTML; WORDPRESS, TUMBLR
FLUENT IN SPANISH

AWARDS/ACTIVITIES
SCHOLARSHIPS

AUGUST 2010 - MAY 2014 BRIGHT FUTURES FLORIDA ACADEMIC AWARD
MAY 2013 PETER AGRIS MEMORIAL JOURNALISM AWARD

LEADERSHIP
UF Journalism and Communications Ambassadors: Run the college’s tutoring lab 
and the organization’s website. 

DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

REFERENCES

jchrissos@miamiherald.com, 305-376-2635
JOAN CHRISSOS, MIAMI HERALD HEALTH AND NEIGHBORS EDITOR

sandron@miamiherald.com, 305-376-4528
SCOTT ANDRON, MIAMI HERALD NEIGHBORS EDITOR

emagoc@ufl.edu, 814-490-5753
ETHAN MAGOC, WUFT ONLINE MANAGING EDITOR



BlueLight App offers UF students safety at 
night (Sept. 13)

City attorney arrested after naked break-in 
(Sept. 17)

Gun control debate steeps at Starbucks with 
CEO’s request (Sept. 24)

Police find 2.7 pounds of meth in trunk of 
car on I-75 (Oct. 4)

UF students: The shutdown ate my home-
work (Oct. 11)

Caucus wants arts in STEM education 
(Oct. 25)

Consider the following: Bill Nye the Science 
Guy to speak at UF (Oct. 25)

HEADLINES
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CHRIS ALCANTARA
Alligator Staff Writer

As attorneys continued their analysis of evidence in the Pedro 
Bravo case, state prosecutors said Tuesday they expect to receive 
forensic analysis results on two pieces of evidence collected dur-
ing last year’s Christian Aguilar murder investigation. 
Brian Kramer, assistant state attorney for Alachua County State 
Attorney’s Office, told Judge Denise Ferrero during a case man-
agement hearing Tuesday at the Alachua County Courthouse 
that the Florida Department of Law Enforcement will release 
its analysis of Bravo’s confiscated computer as well as duct tape 
found on Aguilar’s body later this week. 
As part of the discovery, Bravo’s defense lawyer, Michael Ruppert, 
will have access to the reports. 
Ruppert, who is Bravo’s third lawyer since the case began 11 
months ago, said he and his team have taken depositions from 
about half of the approximately 100 witnesses in the case. 
He said more depositions are expected to happen within the next 
several months. 
On June 11, Ferrero set Jan. 14 as a deadline for all depositions to 
be completed. 
During Tuesday’s hearing, Kramer again urged the court to set a 
trial date. 
“I would like to have a trial for this case as soon as the court is 
ready for me,” he said. 
Darry Lloyd, spokesman for the State Attorney’s Office, said he 
believed a trial could happen early next year if all deadlines are 
met and there are no delays.  
“The family wants answers,” he said. “And in cases like this, the 
only time you get your answers is in a trial.”
Bravo, a 19-year-old former Santa Fe College student, is accused 
of kidnapping and murdering Aguilar in September. 
Aguilar, who was an 18-year-old UF biomedical engineering 
freshman, was reported missing Sept. 20. Four days later, Gaines-
ville Police named Bravo as a suspect and arrested him. Nearly 
a month later, Aguilar’s body was found half-buried in wooded 
areas 40 miles southwest of Gainesville in Levy County. 
Bravo is charged with kidnapping, homicide, lying to police, 
providing false reports, mishandling human remains, tampering 
with physical evidence and poisoning food and/or water with the 
intent to kill or injure a person, according to court records.
Making his eighth trip to Gainesville with his family since Bravo 
first appeared in front of a judge in October, Carlos Aguilar said 
he was confident in the state attorney’s office and the case’s latest 
developments. 
“The evidence is there. It’s overwhelming,” he said. “You can’t 
deny what (Bravo) did.”
Bravo’s next scheduled hearing is Nov. 12. 
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Bravo case, state prosecutors said Tuesday they expect to receive 
forensic analysis results on two pieces of evidence collected dur-
ing last year’s Christian Aguilar murder investigation. 
Brian Kramer, assistant state attorney for Alachua County State 
Attorney’s Office, told Judge Denise Ferrero during a case man-
agement hearing at the Alachua County Courthouse that the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement will release its analysis 
of Bravo’s confiscated computer as well as duct tape found on 
Aguilar’s body later this week. 
As part of discovery, Bravo’s defense lawyer, Michael Ruppert, 
will have access to the reports. 
Ruppert, who is Bravo’s third lawyer since the case began 11 
months ago, said he and his team have taken depositions from 
about half of the approximately 100 witnesses in the case. 
He said more depositions are expected to happen within the next 
several months. 
On June 11, Ferrero set Jan. 14 as a cutoff date for all depositions. 

During Tuesday’s hearing, Kramer urged the court to set a trial 
date. 
“I would like to have a trial for this case as soon as the court is 
ready for me,” he said. 
Darry Lloyd, spokesman for the State Attorney’s Office, said he 
believed a trial could happen early next year if all deadlines are 
met. 
“The family wants answers,” he said. “And in cases like this, the 
only time you get your answers is in a trial.”
Bravo, a 19-year-old former Santa Fe College student, is accused 
of kidnapping and murdering Aguilar in September. 
Aguilar, who was an 18-year-old UF biomedical engineering 
freshman, was reported missing Sept. 20. Four days later, Gaines-
ville Police named Bravo as a suspect and arrested him. Nearly 
a month later, Aguilar’s body was found half-buried in wooded 
areas 40 miles southwest of Gainesville in Levy County. 
Bravo is charged with kidnapping, homicide, lying to police, 
providing false reports, mishandling human remains, tampering 
with physical evidence and poisoning food and/or water with the 
intent to kill or injure a person, according to court records.
Making his eighth trip to Gainesville with his family since Bravo 
first appeared in front of a judge in October, Carlos Aguilar said 
he was confident in the state attorney’s office in the case’s latest 
developments. 
“The evidence is there, it’s overwhelming,” he said. “You can’t 
deny what he (Bravo) did.”
Bravo’s next case management hearing is scheduled for Nov. 12. 

BEFORE AFTER

This story ran in the Alligator on Aug. 28 under the headline, “Prosecutors, defense to receive forensic results.”
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BAILEY MULLINS
Alligator Contributing Writer

With the 40th anniversary of the Endangered Species Act ap-
proaching, a new UF Institute of Food and Agricultural sciences 
survey has found that Floridians are making protecting endan-
gered species a priority.
The online survey of 499 Floridians found that respondents 
ranked the importance of endangered species 11th out of 15 
public issues and were strong supporters of legal protections for 
endangered species. 
 “The survey was conducted basically to asses where Floridians 
are at with respect to endangered species,” said Tracy Irani, direc-
tor of the Center for Public Issues Education in Agriculture and 
Natural Resources.
Not only are Floridians strong supporters of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, 66 percent of respondents felt that it should be strength-
ened, even if that means infringement on personal freedom and 
fines for violators.
The Act was created in 1973 to protect plants and animals that 
have declined in numbers usually due to human activity, said Dan 
Evans, technology and research specialist at the Gainesville-based 
Sea Turtle Conservancy.
The act has some loopholes mostly due to enforcement, said 
Evans.
“It is very difficult to prove that someone has harmed or harassed 
an endangered species in a court of law,” he said.
Florida boasts 47 endangered animal species and 44 endangered 
plant species.  The biodiversity in Florida puts environmental is-
sues high on Floridians’ radar, according to Irani.
“I think it’s the nature of the state,” she said, “we are in the natural 
habitat a lot more.”
However, only 23 percent of respondents said they were likely to 
actively protect the environment through activities like joining a 
conservation group. Instead, they were more likely to avoid doing 
anything harmful.
Evans said that the biggest way to engage people in conservation 
activities is through education.
“It’s sort of a cliché,” Evans said, “The biggest thing is letting 
people know easy steps they can take to be proactive, rather than 
big colossal life changing things.”
Evans said that when environmental issues impact people per-
sonally, they are more likely to take action.
“My mother-in-law lives in Central Florida and is becoming more 
aware of water issues because of the sinkholes,” Evans said.
The survey was one of four public opinion panels the UF Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences will conduct this year, Irani 
said. The institute hopes to continue to conduct the surveys an-
nually.
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With the 40th anniversary of the Endangered Species Act ap-
proaching, a new survey has found Floridians are making pro-
tecting endangered species a priority.

The UF Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences online survey 
of 499 Floridians found respondents ranked the importance of 
endangered species 11th out of 15 public issues and were strong 
supporters of legal protections for endangered species. 
 “The survey was conducted basically to assess where Floridians 
are at with respect to endangered species,” said Tracy Irani, direc-
tor of the Center for Public Issues Education in Agriculture and 
Natural Resources.
Not only are Floridians strong supporters of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, 66 percent of respondents felt it should be strengthened, 
even if that means infringement on personal freedom and fines 
for violators.
The act was created in 1973 to protect plants and animals that 
have declined in numbers usually due to human activity, said Dan 
Evans, technology and research specialist at the Gainesville-based 
Sea Turtle Conservancy.
The act has some loopholes -- many due to enforcement, Evans 
said.
“It is very difficult to prove that someone has harmed or harassed 
an endangered species in a court of law,” he said.
Florida boasts 47 endangered animal species and 44 endangered 
plant species.  The biodiversity in Florida puts environmental is-
sues high on Floridians’ radar, Irani said.
“I think it’s the nature of the state,” she said, “we are in the natural 
habitat a lot more.”
However, 23 percent of respondents said they were likely to 
actively protect the environment through activities like joining a 
conservation group, while 55 percent were more likely to avoid 
doing anything harmful.
Evans said the biggest way to engage people in conservation ac-
tivities is through education.
“It’s sort of a cliché,” Evans said. “The biggest thing is letting 
people know easy steps they can take to be proactive, rather than 
big colossal life changing things.”
Evans said that when environmental issues impact people per-
sonally, they are more likely to take action.
“My mother-in-law lives in Central Florida and is becoming more 
aware of water issues because of the sinkholes,” Evans said.
The survey was one of four public opinion panels IFAS will 
conduct this year, Irani said. The institute hopes to continue to 
conduct the surveys annually.

BEFORE AFTER

This story ran in the Alligator on Sept.18 under the headline, “Endangered animals a priority.”
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ERIKA OAKVIK
Alligator Contributing Writer

With strawberry cheesecake and root beer float-fla-
vored gum, it can be hard to determine if chewing gum 
plays any role with weight loss these days.
But a new study tackled that very question, finding that 
chewing gum doesn’t help weight loss.
The study found once people spit out their gum, they 
eat just as much as those who don’t chew – and gum-
chewers usually turn to unhealthier food options after.

Yvonne Beeler, program director for the local Jenny 
Craig Weight Loss Center, said there are no dietary 
benefits to chewing gum.
“Chewing gum alone is not going to help you lose 
weight,” she said. “It is just a strategy while you’re doing 
other things to lose weight, to make sure you don’t sit 
there and eat something else you shouldn’t really be 
eating.”
Beeler said people trying to lose weight should focus 
more on being active and making better choices with 
food and portions. She said if someone wants to use 
gum to help diet, then they should chew it between 
meals.
“Whenever you know you’re not really hungry, but you 
have the urge to eat, then
that is when you would chew gum,” she said.
In fact, according to the study, chewing gum may lead 
to nutritional deficiencies because menthol from the 
gum makes healthier foods, like fruits and vegetables, 
taste bitter.
In the study, people were instructed to chew minty 
gum before snacks and meals for a week. Food diaries 
revealed gum-chewers ate fewer but larger meals that 
were less nutritious than meals non-gum chewers ate.
Bianca Aldana has heard myths of chewing gum as a 
dieting trick.
“It probably wouldn’t have that much of an affect as 
opposed to working out and actually eating healthier,” 
said the 21-year-old UF psychology junior.
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With strawberry cheesecake and root beer float-fla-
vored gum, it can be hard to determine if chewing gum 
plays a role with weight loss.
A new study tackled that question, and found chewing 
gum doesn’t help weight loss.
The study found that once people spit out their gum, 
they eat just as much as those who don’t chew, and 
gum-chewers usually turn to unhealthier food options 
after.
Yvonne Beeler, program director for the local Jenny 
Craig Weight Loss Center, said there are no dietary 
benefits to chewing gum.
“Chewing gum alone is not going to help you lose 
weight,” she said. “It is just a strategy while you’re doing 
other things to lose weight, to make sure you don’t sit 
there and eat something else you shouldn’t really be 
eating.”
Those trying to lose weight should focus more on being 
active and making better choices with food and por-
tions, Beeler said. If someone wants to use gum to help 
diet, she said, then they should chew it between meals.
“Whenever you know you’re not really hungry, but you 
have the urge to eat, then
that is when you would chew gum,” she said.
Chewing gum may lead to nutritional deficiencies 
because menthol from the gum makes healthier foods, 
like fruits and vegetables, taste bitter, according to the 
study. 
In the study, people were instructed to chew minty 
gum before snacks and meals for a week. Food diaries 
revealed gum-chewers ate fewer but larger meals that 
were less nutritious than meals nongum chewers ate.

Bianca Aldana has heard myths of chewing gum as a 
dieting trick.
“It probably wouldn’t have that much of an affect as op-
posed to working out and actually eating healthier,” the 
21-year-old UF psychology junior said.

BEFORE AFTER

This story ran in the Alligator on April 24 under the headline, “Study finds chewing gum doesn’t increase weight loss.”
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At the Miami Herald, I edited national stories and wrote cutlines and headlines. 
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