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Preface

The following is a listing of English-language print materials relevant to Cormac McCarthy studies,
updated and expanded from its first versions, which were published in Southern Quarterly (1992) and in
Perspectives on Cormac McCarthy (1993). Omitted here are listings of primary materials, foreign
language studies, and most English-language items published in countries whose predominant language
is other than English, except for those available in the United States. (Such lists appear elsewhere on the
Cormac McCarthy Web site.) Internet publications are not indexed here except for a few interviews.

New in this update is an annotated section on archives of documents relating to McCarthy and his work.
These include holdings of his early writing for his high school and university periodicals, correspondence,
drafts of his work, and materials related to the work of McCarthy scholars.

Another change introduced in this update is that the section on scholarly studies has been separated
into two listings, alphabetical by author: the first on printed books devoted to McCarthy’s work, and the
second on book chapters and articles in periodicals, including entries in reference books and review-
essays of scholarly books. Also included in the articles section are a few items that are not scholarly in
nature, but which appear in professional journals. To document McCarthy’s reception in the scholarly
community, even very brief or insignificant treatments of his work have been included; for many of
these, annotations identify the nature of the material relating to McCarthy. Most reviews of scholarly
books on McCarthy are not included in the bibliography. Reviews of McCarthy’s books by scholars are
not listed in section Il, but in the Reviews section of the bibliography.
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Sections IV and V are comprised of the ever-growing lists of dissertations and theses devoted to
McCarthy. Most of these completed in the past five years are available in PDF form on dissertation
databases, as are some earlier ones. Section VI is an expanded listing of interviews, McCarthy’s public
statements, and others’ accounts of conversations with him. Because of their importance, the clips from
McCarthy’s interview with Oprah Winfrey made available on the Oprah’s Book Club website are
included, as is Ira Flatow’s online interview with McCarthy, Werner Herzog and Lawrence Krauss.

The Reviews section identifies book reviews for each of McCarthy’s works in order of original publication
from The Orchard Keeper (1965) through The Road (2006). A few incompletely cited reviews from the
clipping files of Albert Erskine housed at the University of Virginia are included in this update. Reviews of
The Road appear in two consecutive sections: one for reviews of the novel alone, and a second for
reviews of the novel and film together or reviews of the film that make significant comments on its
adaptation of the novel. With these exceptions, the hundreds of reviews of the films of All the Pretty
Horses, No Country for Old Men, and The Road are not included in this bibliography. In the subsections
for McCarthy’s dramatic works, The Gardener’s Son (1996), The Stonemason (1994) and The Sunset
Limited (2006), reviews of both his texts and productions of the works are included. The lists of reviews
include assessments published in scholarly journals, national periodicals, major newspapers such as the
New York Times and the London Times, and some smaller newspapers. Until recently, | had not
attempted to locate all reviews published in local newspapers throughout the United States, except in
those cities where McCarthy has lived for a substantial period. But with the availability of electronic
databases such as LexisNexis, it has become possible to be much more inclusive and more international.
The two most recent updates of the bibliography include a substantially increased number of recent
news articles and reviews in this country and abroad. Only some of this expansion is due to the wider
recognition McCarthy has earned since the 1990s; the rest is due to improvement in bibliographical
finding aids. The texts of most reviews published in the past decade are available through subscription
databases at university libraries. As in past versions of the bibliography, reviews and other newspaper
pieces have not been listed in their multiple appearances in newspapers across the country. Usually,
only the first appearance of a review is listed here except for reviews that have been reprinted in
another country. And in this update | have omitted notices of McCarthy’s books that do not include
assessments of their merits and slight pieces that indicate only that someone of note is reading one of
his works.

A chronological listing of pieces from news media and popular magazines follows the Reviews sections.
For the early years, many of these are slight and are included only to document McCarthy’s reception
and recognition. Others, if used with caution, are helpful in establishing biographical details about this
most private author: marriage and death notices about his family members, interviews with and articles
about McCarthy’s second wife, Anne Delisle, and interviews with directors and screen-writers involved
with filming his works, for instance. Some provide context for the design, editing and publishing of his
work. McCarthy has by now become widely known in this country and abroad, and for the first time |
have found it necessary in this update to be selective in the listing of journalism. Omitted here are many
brief and insignificant mentions of McCarthy and passing comparisons of new novelists’ work to his. But
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| have also included in this update a few more significant articles for which there is incomplete
bibliographical information because of the easy availability of these pieces in databases or online
versions of newspapers.

The final section, with no claim to exhaustiveness, cites a miscellany of references to McCarthy’s life or
work by other literary figures. Taken together with the assessments of his books by such writers as
Nelson Algren, John Banville, Madison Smartt Bell, Guy Davenport, and Shelby Foote listed in the
Reviews section, these items attest to the influence and reputation McCarthy holds among his peers. Of
biographical interest is poetry by McCarthy’s first wife, Lee McCarthy.

The checklist as a whole includes every American and British print publication relating to McCarthy that |
have been able to locate and verify to date, with the exception of some items insignificant to scholars.
Asterisks mark those items | have not personally seen, but which are included here because | was able to
acquire complete bibliographical information about them from sources | deemed likely to be accurate.
Items new to this update appear in red.

| am grateful for the help of many McCarthy scholars and readers who have called my attention to some
of the materials which appear in the bibliography or who helped locate them. Special thanks go to Travis
Gordon of the Midlands Technical College English Department and to Marty Priola, webmaster of the
Cormac McCarthy Home Page for their generous advice and assistance in preparing this document for
Web access. Appreciation is also due to the library staffs of Midlands Technical College and the
University of South Carolina.

This checklist is updated periodically with new listings appearing in red. Authors and researchers are
invited to make suggestions for additions or corrections by emailing the compiler.

Dianne C. Luce
October 2011
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Albert Erskine Random House Editorial Files. Accession # 13497, Special Collections, U of Virginia
Library, Charlottesville. [1962-1994: manuscripts, correspondence, and reviews relating to

McCarthy’s novels]

Cormac McCarthy Collection. Southwestern Writers Collection, The Witliff Collections,Texas State U-
San Marcos. [1984 and undated: drafts of dramatic works: The Stonemason, “Whales and Men”,

“Cities of the Plain”]

Cormac McCarthy Papers. Southwestern Writers Collection, The Witliff Collections, Texas State U-San
Marcos. [1964-2007: correspondence, notes, drafts, setting copies, proofs for all novels and
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screenplays from The Orchard Keeper through The Road, and restricted material relating to his
unpublished The Passenger]

Dale L. Walker Collection on Cormac McCarthy. Southwestern Writers Collection, The Witliff
Collections, Texas State U-San Marcos. [Clippings and photocopies of articles about McCarthy;
print-outs from “The Cormac McCarthy Home Page”]

Faulkner Foundation Papers. Faulkner-Massey Collection, U of Virginia Library, Charlottesville.
[Documents relating to McCarthy’s winning the William Faulkner Foundation Award for The
Orchard Keeper, 1966]

John Sepich Papers. Southwestern Writers Collection, Texas State U-San Marcos. [Research notes,
drafts and correspondence relating to Sepich’s Notes on Blood Meridian and related articles]

Knoxville Catholic High School Library. Knoxville, TN. [Incomplete run of issues of the Gold and Blue
from the years McCarthy attended]

Perspectives on Cormac McCarthy Collection. Southwestern Writers Collection, Texas State U-San
Marcos. [Drafts and proofs of articles in Edwin Arnold and Dianne Luce’s special McCarthy issue
of Southern Quarterly (1992) and its revision as Perspectives on Cormac McCarthy (1993);
related correspondence]

Richard Inman Pearce Collection. South Caroliniana Library, U of South Carolina, Columbia. [Materials
relating to the research and writing of The Gardener’s Son, compiled by the film’s director;
Pearce’s copy of the shooting script]

Robert Cumbow Collection. Southwestern Writers Collection, Texas State U-San Marcos. [Letters, 1985-
87]

University of Tennessee Archives. Knoxville, TN. [Issues of the UT Orange and White literary
supplement, The Phoenix, with McCarthy’s apprentice stories “Wake for Susan” (Oct. 1959) and
“A Drowning Incident” (Mar. 1960)].

Woolmer Collection of Cormac McCarthy. Southwestern Writers Collection, Texas State University—San
Marcos. [1969-2006: extensive correspondence between McCarthy and Howard Woolmer,
photocopied drafts, reviews and articles, Woolmer’s drafts of a primary bibliography of
McCarthy’s works]

II. Books

Anders, Sabine. “Pain Is Always New”: Reading Cormac McCarthy’s Westerns. Gottingen, Germany:
Sierke Verlag, 2008.
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Andersen, Elisabeth. The Mythos of Cormac McCarthy: A String in the Maze. Saarbriicken, Germany:
VDM Verlag, 2008.

Arnold, Edwin T., and Dianne C. Luce, eds. A Cormac McCarthy Companion: The Border Trilogy. Jackson:
UP of Mississippi, 2001.

---, eds. Perspectives on Cormac McCarthy. Jackson: UP of Mississippi, 1993; rev. ed. 1999.

Beck, John. Dirty Wars: Landscape, Power and Waste in Western American Literature. Lincoln: U of
Nebraska P, 2009.

Bell, James Luther. Cormac McCarthy’s West: The Border Trilogy Annotations. El Paso: Texas Western
Press, 2002.

Bell, Vereen M. The Achievement of Cormac McCarthy. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP,1988.

Bloom, Harold, ed. Cormac McCarthy: Bloom’s Modern Critical Views. Philadelphia: Chelsea, 2002. New
ed. New York: Bloom’s Literary Criticism, 2009.

Bourassa, Alan. Deleuze and American Literature: Affect and Virtuality in Faulkner, Wharton, Ellison, and
McCarthy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Bowers, James. Reading Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian. Boise State U Western Writers Ser. 139.
Boise: Boise State U, 1999.

Cant, John. Cormac McCarthy and the Myth of American Exceptionalism. New York: Routledge, 2008.

*Chirila, Alexander. Manifest Individuation: Comparative Symbolism and Archetypal Progressions in
Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian. N.p.:
Lambert Academic Publishing, 2011.

Chollier, Christine, ed. Cormac McCarthy: Uncharted Territories/ Territoires Inconnus. UP of Reims:
Reims, France, 2003.

Cooper, Lydia R. No More Heroes: Narrative Perspective and Morality in Cormac McCarthy. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2011.

Ellis, Jay. No Place for Home: Spatial Constraint and Character Flight in the Novels of Cormac McCarthy.
New York: Routledge, 2006.

Frye, Steven. Understanding Cormac McCarthy. Columbia: U of South Carolina P, 2009.

Greenwood, Willard P. Reading Cormac McCarthy. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood P, 2009.
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Guillemin, Georg. The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy. College Station: Texas A & M UP, 2004.
“Introduction: The Prototypical Suttree” rpt. in Bloom, Cormac McCarthy, new ed. 49-62.

Hage, Erik. Cormac McCarthy: A Literary Companion. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2010.

Hall, Wade, and Rick Wallach, eds. Sacred Violence: A Reader’s Companion to Cormac McCarthy. El
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1995. 2" ed. titled Sacred Violence. 2 vols. Vol. 1: Cormac
McCarthy’s Appalachian Works. Vol. 2: Cormac McCarthy’s Western Novels. 2002.

Holloway, David. The Late Modernism of Cormac McCarthy. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2002.

---, ed. Proceedings of the First European Conference on Cormac McCarthy. Miami: Cormac McCarthy
Society, 1999.

Honey, Stephen. American Greats: A Collector’s Guide to the Novels of Cormac McCarthy and Thomas
Pynchon. Np, UK: Famous Firsts, 2011. [Kindle e-book]

Josyph, Peter. Adventures in Reading Cormac McCarthy. Lanham MD: Scarecrow P, 2010.

King, Lynnea Chapman, Rick Wallach, and Jim Welsh, eds. No Country for Old Men: From Novel to Film.
Lanham MD: Scarecrow P, 2009.

Lilley, James D., ed. Cormac McCarthy: New Directions. Albuquerque: U of New Mexico P, 2002.

Lincoln, Kenneth. Cormac McCarthy: American Canticles. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.

Luce, Dianne C. Reading the World: Cormac McCarthy’s Tennessee Period. Columbia: U of South Carolina
P, 2009.

McGilchrist, Megan Riley. The Western Landscape in Cormac McCarthy and Wallace Stegner: Myths of
the Frontier. New York: Routledge, 2011.

Monk, Nicholas, ed. Intertextual and Interdisciplinary Approaches to Cormac McCarthy: Borders and
Crossings. New York: Routledge, 2011.

Owens, Barcley. Cormac McCarthy’s Western Novels. Tucson: U of Arizona P, 2000. Excerpt reprinted as
“Thematic Motifs in Cities of the Plain.” Bloom, Cormac McCarthy, 1% ed. 95-111.

Sanborn, Wallis R., lll. Animals in the Fiction of Cormac McCarthy. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2006.

Schimpf, Shane, ed. and comp. A Reader’s Guide to Blood Meridian. Princeton, NJ: Bon Mot, 2006.

Sepich, John. Notes on Blood Meridian. Louisville: Bellarmine College Press, 1993. Rev. and exp. ed.
Austin: U of Texas P, 2008.
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Spurgeon, Sara L., ed. Cormac McCarthy: All the Pretty Horses, No Country for Old Men, The Road. New
York: Continuum, 2011.

---. Exploding the Western: Myths of Empire on the Postmodern Frontier. Tarleton State University
Southwestern Studies in the Humanities 19. College Station: Texas A&M UP, 2005.

Tatum, Stephen. Cormac McCarthy’s All the Pretty Horses: A Reader’s Guide. New York: Continuum,
2002.

Wallach, Rick, ed. Myth, Legend, Dust: Critical Responses to Cormac McCarthy. Manchester: Manchester
UP, 2000.

Walsh, Christopher J. In the Wake of the Sun: Navigating the Southern Works of Cormac McCarthy.
Knoxville: U of Tennessee Libraries [print] and Newfound P [digital], 2009.

I11. Articles, Book Chapters, and Excerpts

Alderson, Martha. Blockbuster Plots Pure and Simple. Los Gatos, CA: lllusion P, 2004. [scattered plot
analysis of All the Pretty Horses, for writers]

*Alter, Robert. Pen of Iron: American Prose and the King James Bible. Princeton: Princeton UP, 2010.
[The Road 171-77]

Ambrosiano, Jason. “Blood in the Tracks: Catholic Postmodernism in The Crossing.” Southwestern
American Literature 25.1 (Fall 1999): 83-91.

Anderson, David. “Conquering the ‘Feathered Kingdom’: Judge Holden’s Humanism in Blood Meridian.”
Proceedings of the 3rd Annual International Conference on the Emerging Literature of the
Southwest Culture (privately distributed). El Paso: U of Texas at El Paso, 1997. 386-89.

Anderson, Richard. ““There aint no law in Mexico. It’s just a pack of rogues.”” Proceedings of the 3rd

Annual International Conference on the Emerging Literature of the Southwest Culture (privately

distributed). El Paso: U of Texas at El Paso, 1997. 354-62.

*Andreasen, Liana Vrajitoru. “Blood Meridian and the Spatial Metaphysics of the West.” Southwestern
American Literature 36.3 (Summer 2011): 19-30.

Arnold, Edwin T. “Blood & Grace: The Fiction of Cormac McCarthy.” Commonweal 121 (4 Nov. 1994):
11-16.

---. “Cormac McCarthy: 1933.” Popular World Fiction 1900 - Present. Ed. Walton Bacham and Suzanne
Niemeyer. Washington, DC: Beacham, 1987.1036-43.

---. “Foreword.” Sepich, rev. and exp. ed. xi-xvii.
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*---, “Cormac McCarthy’s Frontier Humor.” The Enduring Legacy of Old Southwest Humor. Ed. Ed
Piacentino. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP, 2006. 190-209.

---. “Cormac McCarthy’s The Stonemason: The Unmaking of a Play.” Southern Quarterly 33.2-3 (Winter-
Spring 1995): 117-29. Rev. in Wallach 141-54.

---. “Cormac McCarthy’s Whales and Men.” Chollier 17-30.

---. “Disgust in the Early Works of Cormac McCarthy.” Cormac McCarthy. Ed. Christine Chollier and
Edwin T. Arnold. Spec. issue of Profils Américains 17 (2004): 61-87.

---. “’/Go to sleep’: Dreams and Visions in the Border Trilogy.” Southern Quarterly 38.3 (Spring 2000): 34-
58. Rpt. Arnold and Luce, Companion 37-72.

---. “Horseman, Ride On.” World & I Oct. 1998: 259-67.
---. “Introduction.” Cormac McCarthy Journal 4 (2005): 2-6.

---. “The Last of the Trilogy: First Thoughts on Cities of the Plain.” Arnold and Luce, Perspectives, rev. ed.
221-47.

---. “McCarthy and the Sacred: A Reading of The Crossing.” Lilley 215-38.
---. “The Mosaic of McCarthy’s Fiction.” Hall and Wallach 17-23; rev. ed. 1:1-8.

---. “The Mosaic of McCarthy’s Fiction, Continued.” Hall and Wallach, rev. ed. 2:179-87. Rpt. Bloom 45-
51.

---. “Naming, Knowing and Nothingness: McCarthy’s Moral Parables.”Southern Quarterly 30 (Summer
1992): 31-50. Rpt. Arnold and Luce, Perspectives 43-67; rev. ed. 45-69.

---. “No Country for Old Men.” Cormac McCarthy. Ed. Christine Chollier and Edwin T. Arnold. Spec. issue
of Profils Américains 17 (2004): 213-17.

---. “Outer Dark.” Masterplots Il: American Fiction Series. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Salem, 1986. 1227-31.

---. “A Stonemason Evening.” State of the Arts at Clear Lake. Nov./Dec. 2001: 18-19. Rpt. Cormac
McCarthy Journal 2 (Spring 2002): 7-11.

---. “Suttree.” Masterplots Il: American Fiction Series. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Salem, 1986. 1559-63.
---. “The World of The Orchard Keeper.” Holloway 1-5.
---, and Dianne C. Luce. “Introduction.” Arnold and Luce, Companion vii-xi.

---, and Dianne C. Luce. “Introduction.” Arnold and Luce, Perspectives 3-13; rev. ed. 1-16.
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*Bailey, Charles. ““Doomed Enterprises’ and Faith: The Structure of Cormac McCarthy’s The Crossing.”
Southwestern American Literature 20 (Fall 1994): 57-67.

---. “The Last Stage of the Hero’s Evolution: Cormac McCarthy’s Cities of the Plain.” Southwestern
American Literature 25.1 (Fall 1999): 74-82. Slightly rev. in Wallach 293-301. Rpt. Bloom 131-40.

Banco, Lindsey. “Contractions in Cormac McCarthy’s The Road.” Explicator 68.4 (Oct. - Dec. 2010): 276-
79.

Bartlett, Andrew. “From Voyeurism to Archaeology: Cormac McCarthy’s Child of God.” Southern Literary
Journal 24 (Fall 1991): 3-15.

Beck, John. “ A Certain but Fugitive Testimony’: Witnessing the Light of Time in Cormac McCarthy’s
Southwestern Fiction.” Southwestern American Literature 25.1 (Fall 1999): 124-32. Slightly rev.
in Wallach 209-16.

---. “Filibusterers and Fundamentalists: Blood Meridian and the New Right.” Polemics: Essays in
American Literary and Cultural Criticism. Ed. David Holloway. Vol. 1. Sheffield, England: Black
Rock P, 2004. 13-26.

Bell, Madison Smartt. “A Writer’s View of Cormac McCarthy.” Wallach 1-11.

Bell, Vereen M. “The Ambiguous Nihilism of Cormac McCarthy.” Southern Literary Journal 15 (Spring
1983): 31-41.

---. “Between the wish and the thing, the world lies waiting.” Southern Review 28.4 (October 1992): 920-
27. Rpt. Bloom 37-44.

---. “Cormac McCarthy.” Cyclopedia of World Authors Il. Ed. Frank N. Magill. Pasadena, CA: Salem Press,
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Belleteste, Guillemette. “A Collaborative Translation.” Chollier 219-25.

Bennett, Barbara. “Celtic Influences on Cormac McCarthy’s No Country for Old Men and The Road.”
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Hypermasculinity in Blood Meridian.” Southwestern American Literature 36.3 (Summer 2011):
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Benson, Robert. “McCarthy, Cormac (1933-).” The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture. Ed.
Carroll Van West, et. al. Nashville: Tennessee Historical Society and Rutledge Hill P, 1998. 581-
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Southern Quarterly 38.4 (Summer 2000): 61-77. Rev. as “The Lay of the Land in Cormac
McCarthy’s Appalachia.” Lilley 47-73.

Bingham, Arthur. “Syntactic Complexity and Iconicity in Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian.” Language
and Literature 20 (1995): 19-33.

Blair, John. “Mexico and the Borderlands in Cormac McCarthy’s All the Pretty Horses.” Critique 42.3
(Spring 2001): 301-07.

Bloom, Harold. “Cormac McCarthy: Blood Meridian.” How to Read and Why. New York: Scribner, 2000.
254-63.

---. “Introduction.” Blood Meridian or the Evening Redness in the West. By Cormac McCarthy. New York:
Modern Library, 2001. v-xiii.
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Boguta-Marchel, Hanna. “The Actual and Virtual Identity of Cormac McCarthy: A Case Study.” Tools of
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Southern Quarterly 38.2 (Winter 2000): 123-34. Rpt. Wallach 55-67.
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---. “Oedipal Complexities in Cormac McCarthy’s The Stonemason and The Gardener’s Son.” Cormac
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Heidegger.” Religion and Literature 39.3 (Autumn 2007): 47-71.

Caron, Timothy P. “/Blood is Blood’: All the Pretty Horses in the Multicultural Literature Class.” Lilley
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