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The ~"illiam R .. Davie House, set in a shaded lot on a side street near 
the edge of Halifa.x, is a rather large frame side -hall-plan house tTj\JO stori s 
high beneath a gable roof~ While'most of the original house is intact., SO[(l­

exterior and interior alterations have been made, and it is difficult to 
determine ~vhen they occurred; comparison ~'Ti th a pre-19l8 photogrc1ph indicate s 
some of the exterior alterations 

The dwelling is covered lArith molded 1;Jeatherboards and rests on a brick 
foundation On the southwest side of the main block is a tiJ'To-story ~1ing) 
raised from an earlier one-story lilTing; to the rear are a nrmlber of ons-
story addi tions (rhe 'front (southeast) facade of the Yn3.in block is three 
bays wide, with a double door beneath a fonI',-light transom occupying the 
southljlT8 st bay" The windows in the remaining bays have molds d fralne 8 and 
sills and contain nine'-over-nine sash; some of the ,sash in the upper story 
is probably original, that in the lOHer, restored to replace plate glass 
installed before 1918 Beneath each first.-story li\JindolilT is 'an apron ~Ti th 
three vertical flat panels) apparently original 

The roofline treatment of this facade is unusual and qui te pu~zling 
A course of small dentils carries across the facac13 Above it is a heav-y 
molded cornice adorned lAd th block modillions and teJ'mina in a 
curvilinear pattern board" The Illodillion cornice; but not the den.til ccur8~:; 
breaks beneath a large central false gable; outlining th8 g;able is anun-­
molded cornice y,Jith similar modillions The gab1e is covered ~ri. th "Cflolcli::ld 
'Heatherboarc1s and in it.s center is ,a small rectangular lOlJ.vered. vent IIITi.th c1 

frarne lAd th dentil edges The date of this g2"ble is uncertc4in.; tlle pre 
photograph ShOli'TS this fe atnre along lj,rith other some·Hh3. t Vic torian 
cuid the ridge of the roof topped vvith eres ting The then one-story 
also had a steep central gable and :ri dge crest.ing; these gable s were p:ro~ 
bably added late in the nine teen tll. century to gi \]'8 the fae ade a more up -1:;0 

date look. At that time a nearly ful1-Lvid th porch with a hip roof supported .. 
by ch~8red posts extended a~~oss tl:8 facad~" This ha~ been ~ep~acad hy. I 
a pedl1l1ented entrance porch vvlGh pcnred Donc posts ano. a modllllon C ornlCEu. 

On the gable ends, the dentils recur on the ncUTOli>T c ornice, At ths 
northeast side, lATindows at both levels flapj{ the hIm large chimneys but 
none occurs be tlJlreen", 'The chimneys are double --shouldered one s of brielc laid 
in common bond.. There vvere fonnerly tlJlTO ~ITindoTl'Ts at the second level on tha 
southy,Test side; the rear one is nm,r concealed by the wing The rear facade 
its first story covered by addi tions, has only tr,~JO Hindm'T,s at t.he second 
level.. The modillion and d.entil cornice is uIlinterruptect 

The tvvo-bay wing repeats t.he cornice treatment as do r(l~st of the ~~erl21 
additions--a fairly recent feature The chimney on its ,southeast ':1tld 1_::> 

rebuilt in Flemish bond The front' shed porch is also ,:"). recent carlo Gcuctio _, 
as is the alteration of the v,Tindmv nearest the main block into a doer P I ~ 

The interior, l;vhich fol10rl'T8 a side -·hall plan tHO rooms :; fea bEdS " 

transi tional Georgian-Federal finish" Host doors are attSJ.chFnl ITt.. th ELL 
hinge s and have six pane Is raise d on molde d fille ts IL the fii'8 t -rIOt) yo i 
118.11 and front parlor app8·3TS ~Hl i~~~~eISS:LW3_= r_Ob~lst) s~·.1fr~\J _______ ~~~~~'~ 
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chair rail; the baseboards are molded, and a molded cornice is present only 
in the hall In the hall is the only major evidence of Vic torian period 
interior embellishment the ceiling is diagonally sheathed behind a cofferin.D 

of overlaid symme trically molded members 'Hi th roundel blocks at their int8r--
sections The elaborate arched head over the front hall wind01i\T may have been 
added or given addi tional orncunent at this period As often occurs in a 
side-haIl-plan house, the hall is divided midrJ'ray by a transve:cse arch Thi,s 
arch is quite deep, with a molded archivolt, gougeHork keystone) and plastel'f)IJ 
soffi t, and it springs from pairs of simple Doric pilasters The small I 
rOLLndel blocks atop the pilaster caps are later additions 

The arrangement of the rear hall is unusual for -this house type; in.3tead~ 
of occupying most of the rear of the hall 1;,Ti th a transverse landing and 
flights on either side, the stair rises along the rear wall, in an ini tial 
flight tl.n~ning in a longer flight back-to-front along the paTti tion 'G'TaJ_l, 
ending in a final transverse flight across the hall The open string is 
ornamented by '\i,rave pattern brackets, and slim turned balusters and posts 
square in section carry a molded handrail rrhe spandrel features hand::;om9 
raised panels" On the first floor, the door to the rear if! 10C.cltSrJ 
beneath the stair, betw'een the pilasters supporting the tran3verE;;3 C1~cch" A 
short passageioTay be t~'Te8n the hall and the real' has an aTe 1~18 d 130ffi t 
covered wi th l!-arroioT beaded sheathing 

The mantels in the parlors are similar in de sign, thea fro~:1t, one I 
someHhat larger.. Fluted pilasters support a heavy __ molded dentil c0!'nic::l th~-!,t 

bre31{s out as pilaster caps, beneath an lLnbroken plain shelf TlpTO hOTizontal 
raised panels occur in the frieze Abo'T8 each v\rindofJ'1 in these rooms is (1 

sort of apron outlined by molding; on those in the front room is a 
applied urn In the rear parlor and living room a simple chair rail of Federal 
profile appe ars The mantel in the wing features a beaded arc hi trav8 and I 

molded backband, above which reeded end blocks flank a single flat friez8 
panel and support a heavy molded cornice that brea.1(s out as caps over the 
end blocks.. 'llhe shelf is plain@ 

On the sec ond floor the hall is lUlusually large in proportion to the 
side chambers, and the plan is someTdhat irregular because of the stair 
arrangement The mantel in the front room has a molded archi trave beneath 
tall end blocks, UfO flat panels in the frie ze" a molde d c arnice, and a 
shelf.. That in the rear room has a wide molded architrav'e and backband and 
a heavy molded cornice beneath a plain (later) shelf J There 1.S no chair rc.l.il 
in this room, but the hall has one similar to that beloT"y and the front room 
a much·~simplified version of the same 
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The -Wi11iam R" Dav-ie House, an interesting transi tional Georgian­
Federal to'I1ITl house, lilTaS the home during most of his ac ti ve career of one 
of Nor"uh Carolina's most distinguished and influential Federalist leaders;) 
IATho play8d a primary role in two of the young state r S important early 
steps the ratification of the Federal Consti tution and the chartering 
and formation of the Uni versi ty of North Carolina .. 

liITilliam Hichardson Davie liv-as born in England on June 22, 1756 J 

(according to his biographer) and as a child came with his family to the 
viTaxharrT re on of South Carolina) lj1There his mother I s brother> Hilliam 
RLchardson., had. est.alJ1.ished hi1Tlself as a Prei:-3byterian minister After 
gr,::l.duatin,g from the College of Ne1jlT J"ersey (later Princeton) in 1776:J young 
"VITil1:i.3Jll lj118nt to SaJ.isbLU';Y" North CaxolirL3. j to study laVlr und8r Judge Spruce 

(-Hho al,'::Jo t.3JJght Andrmv Jackson) « In DeGember, 1777, hm,r8ver j Davie 
flcas-c :::wid3 his books aJ..'1d t(Jok up a~cms in the cause of freedom," joining 
a de'!cachment of 1)200 men under JUlen ~rones of Northampton County-'~who,se 
c1au,ght€ r Davie would later marry" Davie saTN" ac ti ve service alternating 
'&.rith brief periods of returning to the practice of law'; he distinguished 
himself in a number of important engagements and rose to the rank of colone, 
~1lhen, in 1780, General Nathanael Greene arri ved in Charlotte to take over 
command of the Southern Army from Horatio Gates, the army Was suffering 
from a lack of adequate provisions; there was, Davie 'tITote, not even ftthe 
semblance of arangemen t for the support of the army" II Gr.eene-, 
shocked at the "TflTretched condition" of the troops, pointed out the 
Itabsolute n8cessi tyl1 of oppointing one ma.n to be in charge of supplying 
the troops and suggested Davie for the position.. At twenty-five, Davie 
preferred the action of battle but agreed to serve as Greene's commissary 
general Despite severe difficulties, he handled the task capably, and 
at the end of the war his accolmts ~~ere examined and accepted "with honor 
to himself CL'ld satisfac tion to "the government II 

After the ~var General vITi11iam R,. Davie married Sarah Jones, the 
daughter of Allen Jones and niece- of tAlillie J"ont;3s-, one of the most pmverful 
Trlen in the state, TN"ho li vea. at The Grove, Halifaxo Davie bought land in 
Halifctx as early as 1781, and in 1783 purchased from Willie J0nes for fifty 
pounds a parcel of land lying lIin the North\~Test of the Tmm of HaJ.ifax 

I 
containing five acres. 1I On this land" and presumably not long after 1783, 

I
I, Davie built the house that now carries his name It was during the period 

he lived in his house in Halifax that Da\r:ie becama one of the most im-
I p:Jrt2Dt politica~ 122.cL:;rs in North Cal'olina.o The young state 1;ITas divided 
t ____ ~-__ --------------___________ _ 
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poli tica~ly bet-Heen the Anti-Federalists of whom a chief leader ~Tas Willie 
Jones, and the Federalists, of ~Thom Davie ~vas a prominent member.. At thirty 
Davie ~Tas among North Carolina I s delegation to the 1787 Federal Convention in 
Philadelphia, and in that and the folloitTing year campaigned vigorously with 
his fellow Federalists to have North Carolina ratify the Consti tution, in 
fierce opposi tion to his neighbor lllTillie J one s.. The Hillsborough Convention 
of July, 1788.? refused to ratify until a bill of rights had been added The 
next year the Federalists embarked again on a campaign to have the Constitutio 
ratified, an accomplishment that 1i\Tas reached at a second consti tutional con­
vention in Fayetteville November, 1789 

North Carolina1s Constitution of 1776 prov-ic1ed for the establislm18nt of 
schools and Il one or more Universi ties, II but it was several years before any 
ac tion ~vas tajzen to that end During the time when Dav-ie ~Tas campaigning for 
ratification of the Federal Constitution, he ~'Tas also working for the estab­
lisl1ment of a university; the Constitution ~Tas ratified November 21, 1789, 
and on December 11, t.he General Assembly passed the act to establish the 
unLI,srsi ty -' a measure intI'oduce d by Davie.. Archibald DeBmv Nurphy:; the early 
proponent of a state public school system, said in 1827 that "T\ATO individuals 

were de;3tined " to prepare th8 public mind for the establishment of 
this University? Idilliam R~ Davie and Alfred Moore" II Davie not only 
seGured t.he charter for the university: he also did much to arrange SOUTc:es 
of financial Dupport for it, cmd he Ii,Tas on the committee to select a si te" 
An rrpocr:.vphal but persistent story reGords that Davie led the groFp on a hot 
SlUTrme:r' day to relax in the shade of a giant poplar and sip refre shing beverage C!, 
after -vlTllich they livers easily persuaded to locate the campus on that spot 
The f1Da'J']_e PoplcLr, If as it is nOv.T called, is a landmark of the old quadrangle 
of the campus at Chapel Hill3 Davie's description of the pleasant setting 
chosen for the uni varsi ty ~vaS lyrical: he found it "excelled by few places 
in the world either for beauty of situation or salubrity of air, [it] promises 
with all moral certainty, to be a place of groTJ'ring and permanent importance 8 rr 
He liTOrked zealously to raise funds for the school and on October 12, 1793, 
assisted by other ~1asons, Davie, grand master of that fraternity in the state, 
laid the cornerstone for the first building.. On December I, 1795 5 he presents 
a "plan of education" that v.Tas modern beyond its time, "characterized by 
liberalism and progressivism, If and combining classicism wi th utili ty@ Through 
out the early years of the university, he ~'Tas an active, persistent, and 
iIl..DOITative member of the board of trustees, concerning himself 1i>rith and in 
f1uencing nearly every aspec t of th~ life of the YOlmg institution and taking 
special interest in the construction of nm,! buildings .. In 1798 he laid the 
cornerstone for "1'1ain Building, II later South, 1i'Thich ~ITas an ambi tious under­
taking on ~\ThiGh progress was slm'T--i t remained half-built until 1814" About 
1800 an attack li,Tas lei/eled against the uni versi ty as a I!bul~Tark of aristo-

I 
paLace-Ilke erec tlon) lJ>Thlch lS much too large for usefulness, and llilght be 
ap tly te rmed the 1 Temple of Folly) planna d by the Demi -God Davie,,' II 

cr~, tic F~deralism~ II Glai~ing. that the ~1ain Building was an extravag~nce--rra J 
I 

I .l.-_____ - __ ~-___ ~. ___ _ 
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This anti-Federalist and anti-aristocratic strain, a grm.ring force in 
North Carolina, liJaS to have a strong impact on Davie r s life In the 1780s 
and 1790s he "Vvas preeminent among the brilliant Federalist poli tical leaders 
"V,Tho dominated the state and took some role in national affairs as well. In 
1798 he Was elected governor by a victorious Federalist assembly" During his 
term the Jay Treaty and the trX" y" Z affair" came to the fore in national 
politics, and in February, 1799 (follm,ring Patrick Henry1s refusal), President 
~folm Adams chose Governor Davie as an envoy to Paris vfuen he returned to 
HalifClK in December, 1800, Davie found a state \ilThose poli tical complexion had 
been drastically aJ.,terec1 by the Jeffersonian Hepublicanism of the "Revolution 
of 1800 II VIii th Thomas J·efferson as president and Nathaniel Hacon assuming 
great pav,rer in the state, the aristocratic "arch-,Federalist ll Davie found 
condi tions trpeculiD.rly gloomy" II He served briefly in the difficult posi tion 
of representing the state in the North Carolina-South Carolina border dispute 
In 1802 Davie Y S Hife died; j_n 1803, after a bi tter campaign, he Has defeated 
lj\rhen he sought elec -Cion to Congre ss; and in 1805 he move d to his plantation, 
n Ti voli, II in 301,1 th Car olina t, Even in re tireme n t he continue d to take an 
interest in poli ticc'3,l 91'fairs and in the affairs of the universi ty ll.e had 
helped· shape He died in 1820 after fi VB years of failing healtha 

lf7hen Davie lilovac1 to South Carolina, he sold to his son, Allen Jones 
Davie) the five-G,cre tra,ct of land in Ha~ifax lion lv-hieh the said William n01iI 
r3sic1es, being the same land he purchased of Willie Jones dec'd II 

Allon, 1,'Tho later mOIJ6d to lVIississippi, sold the place to v,Tilliam Drew of 
HalifC1.x.~ Drmv C8111e into financial difficul tie sand 1825 sold all his property 
for debts to the sheriff Complicated transfers occurred, after v-rhich the 
next O"V,Tner of the property Has ltichael Ferrall, an Irish businessman; his 
estate \ilTaS adminis tared by Patrick Lynch, bishop of Charle ston$ The property 
carrt8 next into the hands of Hary Hale and remained in that family until it Has 
pure hased by Ann P Norman, lj,rhose daughter, Annie P Stephenson, and her 
husband, W .. It .. Stephenson, nO\ilT OTI'Tn the house 
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