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PrefaCe

Madhubun Educational Books has published an exciting new series of coursebooks and workbooks 
for Classes 1–8. Although largely meant for ICSE schools, the series cuts across school 
examination boards and makes for good reading to anyone who is searching for cross-cultural 
and contemporary literature. Each coursebook is age-appropriate and has, apart from the text, 
a wide range of activities and exercises which will not only teach the pupil the various aspects 
and nuances of language, grammar, syntax and other parts of language learning, but also spur 
on the reader to explore other writings both in prose and in poetry. 

This series is specially recommended because it offers to the reader a wide range of literary 
work that is both sensitively written and inspiring in content. The editors have ensured that 
there is adequate representation of women writers; examples of English as it is used, written 
and spoken in different parts of the world; subaltern writings and selections expressing the voices 
of the marginalised and the voiceless; always keeping in mind that the language is inclusive and 
contemporary without being archaic or convoluted.

One of the most potent vehicles of teaching human values and morals is literature, and every 
piece chosen here carries a powerful social message. Thus, it is that this series carries the voices 
of the girl child and people living with disabilities; the songs and poems of hitherto oppressed 
and marginalised communities.

Using this series in a school would, therefore, ensure that the pupils grow up to be not just 
readers and writers of good English, but also people who will be compassionate and conscious 
of the world around them. This is, after all, the overarching aim of education, and if, through 
this series, teachers are able to inculcate these human values in a way that is enjoyable, 
flexible and motivational, then ‘education for transformation’ will no longer be mere jargon in 
teachers’ handbooks.

The chapters and the exercises may be used in a wide variety of ways—with storytelling 
sessions, poetry reading, poetry writing, role play and play reading—within the limits of the 
English period. Through this series it is hoped that the classroom will once again become lively, 
interactive and an enjoyable place of learning and growth where both teacher and pupil will 
realise their own potential to appreciate higher literature and enhance critical thinking.

I heartily recommend these books because of their multipronged approach to the teaching-
learning experience. I have immensely enjoyed working on them, and I foresee in their use an 
enriched teacher–pupil relationship, and an altogether happy classroom experience. 

—Hilda Peacock

(Consultant Editor)
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Getting Started
 ,  Do you like to travel by train? What makes a train journey 

interesting, fun and a learning experience? 

From a Railway Carriage11

Faster than fairies, faster than witches,
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;
And charging along like troops in a battle,
All through the meadows the horses and cattle:
All of the sights of the hill and the plain
Fly as thick as driving rain;
And ever again, in the wink of an eye,
Painted stations whistle by.

88



Here is a child who clambers and scrambles,
All by himself and gathering brambles;
Here is a tramp who stands and gazes;
And there is the green for stringing the daisies!
Here is a cart run away in the road
Lumping along with man and load;
And here is a mill and there is a river:
Each a glimpse and gone for ever!
 —R L Stevenson

99



About the Poet
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894) was a Scottish novelist, poet, essayist and travel 
writer. He is well known for his works Treasure Island, Kidnapped and Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 

Words to Know

hedges fences formed by closely 
growing bushes

ditches narrow channels dug to hold or 
carry water

charging to rush forward, aggressively
clambers to climb or move in a labourious way
scrambles to move or make one’s way quickly

brambles prickly shrubs of the rose family
tramp  a homeless person who travels 

around and lives by doing casual work 
or begging

lumping moving forward with difficulty
glimpse a brief or a partial view

Terms to Know
Simile is a figure of speech in which one thing is compared to another of a different kind, using 
words like as or like.
 For example: Charging along like troops in a battle.
   Fly as thick as driving rain. 

 Understanding the Text

A. Tick () the correct options.

 1. The railway carriages move like

  a. a bolt of lightning. 

  b. brave soldiers rushing forward to face the enemy. 

  c. a bullock cart. 

 2. Painted stations whistle by due to

  a. the tremendous speed at which the engine was pulling the train. 

  b. the whistling service provided by the stations. 

  c. the colourful appearance of the stations. 

10



 3. A tramp stands by and gazes as

  a. it is his occupation to stare at passing trains. 

  b. being homeless and out in the fields he casually sees trains passing. 

  c. he needs to count the carriages of the train. 

 4. The cart, the hill and river, each a glimpse and gone forever is due to

  a. the moment of sighting each never coming back. 

  b. their disappearance forever. 

  c. the train changing its route. 

B. Answer the following questions.

 1. To which supernatural creature has the speed of the train been compared?

 2. Name any four sights of the hill and the plain when the train rushes by.

 3. The child all by himself is gathering brambles. Give one word for ‘all by himself’.

 4. What do you understand by the term ‘stringing the daisies’?

 5. What does the term lumping along seem to signify?

C. Answer this question with reference to the context.

 1. Explain the lines:
   All of the sights of the hill and the plain
   Fly as thick as driving rain;

D. Think and answer.

 1. R L Stevenson enjoyed travelling. As a traveller ‘From a Railway Carriage’, what do 
you think the author saw and captured in his mind and heart forever?

E. Read and appreciate the poem.

 1. Given below are few lines from the poem. Explain these lines in your own words 
to express the poet’s view about the train journey. 

   Faster  than fairies, faster than witches,
   Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;
   And charging along like troops in a battle,
   All through the meadows the horses and cattle
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 Playing with Words

A. Fill in the blanks with the synonyms (words having the same or similar meanings) of 
the highlighted words from the box.

 faster charging tramp clambers gazes

 1. A vagabond is a homeless man. He is often referred to as a 
__________________________. 

 2. Speedier action would have saved the man’s life, if only the doctor had been

  __________________________ in reaching him. 

 3. The flood waters were seen rushing down __________________________ towards the 
unsuspecting villagers asleep in their homes. 

 4. Like his father, a mountaineer who climbs and scales peaks, he 
__________________________ up all possible heights around him. 

 5. He stares at all new things just as he __________________________ at Nature’s beauty. 

B. Alliteration is the repetition of a letter or sound at the beginning of words in a 
sentence – The white foam flew. Can you find examples of alliteration in the poem?

 Learning the Language

movie with friends fun watching is a. Do such words make good sense at first 
glance? Obviously, not. For words to make sense they must be arranged in a 
sentence. A sentence must begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop, 
a question mark or an exclamation mark. Most importantly, the words must 
be arranged in a proper manner. As such we must say: Watching a movie with 
friends is fun.

Sentences are of four kinds:

Assertive sentence (a statement): It simply states, asserts or declares something. 
 For example: I like eating mangoes. 

 Imperative sentence: It expresses a command, request, desire or wish.
 For example: Please carry your water bottle to school every day.
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Interrogative sentence: It asks a question and ends with a question mark.

 For example: What kind of books do you enjoy reading?

Exclamatory sentence: It expresses a sudden strong and intense feeling like 
shock, amazement, joy, grief, pity, sympathy and gratitude. It usually ends with 
an exclamation mark (!).

 For example: What an interesting game!

A. Identify the sentence types.

 1. Fairies are generally associated with magic.

 2. Did the students complete their assignments?

 3. Oh no! We lost the match.

 4. Maya plays the violin as well as the sitar.

 5. ‘Girls, please assemble in the hall,’ said the teacher. 

 6. Hurrah! We are finally going on an excursion.

Punctuation marks are used for dividing our writing into sentences and 
phrases, and add sense and clarity to what needs to be expressed. Punctuation 
marks include commas, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks, as 
well as the use of capital letters.

Capital letters are used at the beginning of sentences, for proper nouns and 
for the pronoun I.

 For example: You and I can live together in Mumbai. 

Commas (,) are used for dividing parts of a sentence or items in a list.

 For example: The breakfast served this morning comprised eggs, toast, milk 
and fruit. 

Full stop (.) is a mark that is used in writing to show the end of a sentence.

 For example: The children thoroughly enjoyed their picnic.

Exclamation mark (!) is used after the utterance or experience of a 
strong emotion.

 For example: Alas! The weather ruined the World Cup Finals.

Question mark (?) is used to indicate or ask a question. 
 For example: What are you doing at the moment?
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B. Punctuate the passage given below with proper use of capital letters, comma (,), full 
stop (.), question mark (?) and exclamation mark (!).

 oh i never knew you would arrive so early would you care for some tea the name of your 
new tutor is ram kumar mishra since he is a diligent man he expects an equal amount 
of sincerity from all of us despite his old age he works with verve vigour and vitality on 
a daily basis

 Listening

A. Your teacher is going to read a to-do list for project. Listen carefully and write 
your answers.

 1. How many members are to be in each group?

 2. What content material must be brought from home?

 3. What kind of file must be used?

 4. What colour of ink must be used?

 5. List any 4 stationery items that will be required for the project.

 6. What must be avoided in the making of the project?

 Speaking

A. Recall a train journey that you undertook recently. Work in pairs and share your 
experience with your classmates. 

 Writing

A. Imagine you are travelling by train and looking out of the window. Using the given 
words, write a paragraph on the things you catch a glimpse of as you whizz past.

 bullock carts railway crossing grove green field plough
 scarecrow well pond curious children
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