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THE ORDINATION TO THE SACRED ORDER OF DEACONS
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Prelude

Prelude in Es-Dur Johann Sob. Bach

Opening Rites

Entrance Hymn: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Greeting

Penitential Act
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1. We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Refrain.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Only begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

Refrain.

3. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Final Refrain.

Opening Prayer

Gloria: Mass of Angels and Saints Steven Janco
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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading:  Jeremiah 1:4-9

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 117 (sung) C. Alexander Peloquin

Second Reading: Acts 6:1-7b

As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.

So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, “It is not right
for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you
seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to
this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry
of the word.”

The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a
man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 

They presented these men to the Apostles who prayed and laid hands on them.
The word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem
increased greatly.

Palabra de Dios.
R: Te alabamos, Señor.
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Gospel: John 15:9-17

PLEASE BE SEATED

Gospel Acclamation: Festival Alleluia Rev. James Chepponis

The Rite of Ordination

Election of the Candidates

          Calling of the Candidates
          Presentation of the Candidates
          Election by the Bishop and Consent of the People

After being assured that the Candidates have been found worthy the Bishop 
chooses them for Ordination to the Diaconate. Those assembled express their consent.

Homily: The Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley
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Promise of the Elect

The Bishop examines the Candidates with a series of questions. The Candidates 
then promise obedience to the Bishop as Successor to the Apostles.

Litany of Supplication

PLEASE KNEEL

The Candidates lay prostrate as we call upon Christ and implore the holy men and
women of the Old and New Testaments to pray for us. 

Together we chant the Litany of Supplication.

John Becker
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PLEASE STAND

Laying on of Hands and Prayer of Ordination

Deacons are ordained by the Laying on of Hands and the Prayer of Ordination.
In awesome silence, the Spirit of God is invoked upon the Candidates.
The Bishop prays that God will grant the dignity of the Diaconate to the Candidates.
By the holy gesture of Laying on of Hands, ancient in Scripture and Church
Tradition, and by the Prayer of Ordination, the Office of Deacon is conferred.

PLEASE BE SEATED

Investiture with Stole and Dalmatic

The newly Ordained are vested with stole and dalmatic, thus outwardly showing 
the liturgical ministry that they will carry out.

“Blessed Are They Who Dwell”

HAnding Over the Book of the Gospels

Deacons are called to proclaim the Gospel and preach the faith in word and deed.

The Fraternal Kiss

The Bishop seals the Deacons entry into this ministry with the fraternal kiss.
All Deacons present welcome the newly Ordained into the Order of Deacons.

“Whoever Serves Me”
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Altar:  Pescador de Hombres

cd

8



Holy, Holy, Holy:  Mass of Angels and Saints Steven Janco

PLEASE KNEEL
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Mystery of Faith: Mass of Angels and Saints Steven Janco

Amen: Mass of Angels and Saints Steven Janco

The Communion Rite

Lord’s Prayer
Sign of Peace
Lamb of God: Mass of Angels and Saints Steven Janco

Holy Communion will be given under both Forms of the Sacred Body of Christ 
and the Precious Blood of Christ. Please process into the center aisle and 

return via the side aisles following the directions of the ushers. 

Please consult the Communion Guidelines on page 16 for clarification 
on who may approach for Holy Communion.

PLEASE STAND
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Hymn: Take and Eat Michael Joncas

Anthem: O How Amiable Ralph Vaughan–Williams
The Diocesan Choir

Prayer after Communion

Recognition of New Deacon Wives

Concluding Remarks

Solemn Blessing

Dismissal
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Recessional Hymn: O God, Beyond All Praising THAXTED, arr. Proulx

Postlude: Come, Holy Ghost Robert Hebble
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A Note of Gratitude

We are extremely thankful for the unwavering and perfect love of our merciful 
Father in Heaven and of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We thank 

e Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley who accepted us as candidates at the beginning 
of our journey and has now ordained us as deacons. It is truly a blessing for us to be 

able to serve the Church under his leadership. 

We thank the priests, deacons, religious and lay teachers who have contributed toward 
our formation. We are sincerely grateful to you and can only hope to repay you by our 

dedication to the ministry. 

In a special way, we thank our family members, some of whom are no longer physically 
with us, but are “with us” nonetheless through the heavenly liturgy. From the generous love 

of our parents to the bountiful love of our wives, we have been prepared to respond to 
God’s call to love and serve His people.

For our friends, acquaintances, and all who prayed for us on the journey, your 
prayers were felt in our hearts and helped give us the strength to persevere.

We realize that the graces which we receive today are not for ourselves, 
but for serving the People of God. So we thank each and every person who has helped us 

to realize the meaning of this sacrament, for praying for us, and for praying with us.

God Bless All of You – the 2017 Newly Ordained Deacons
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COMMUNION GUIDELINES

The Reception of Holy Communion

We welcome people of all faiths to St. Augustine Cathedral 
as our brothers and sisters.

For Catholics
      As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order to be
properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and
normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive
the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior Sacramental Confession, except for a grave reason
where there is no opportunity for Confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful of the 
obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as
possible (Canon 916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.

For Other Christians
      We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and 
sisters. We pray that our common Baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will
draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. We pray
that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ's prayer for us “that they may all
be one” (Jn 17:21).
      Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the
oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully
united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic sharing in exceptional 
circumstances by other Christians requires permission according to the directives of the 
Diocesan Bishop and the provisions of Canon Law (Canon 844 § 4). 
      Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish 
National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According 
to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of 
Communion by Christians of these Churches (Canon 844 § 3). 

For Those Not Receiving Communion
      All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a 
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

For Non-Christians
      We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for 
the peace and the unity of the human family.
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catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo
215 n. Westnedge ave.
Kalamazoo, mi 49007

1-269-349-8714
www.diokzoo.org

Immediately following the Mass, 
everyone is invited to 

a reception in the Cathedral Crowley Center 
located directly across the parking lot.
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Feast of St. Stephen-Prayer for Vocations
December 26, 2015

loving and generous god, it is you who call us by name and ask us to follow you.

help us to grow in the love and service of our church as we experience it today.

give us the energy and courage of saint stephen and the guidance of 
your spirit to shape its future.

grant us faith-filled leaders who will embrace christ's mission of love and justice.

bless our church and our community by raising up dedicated and 
generous leaders from our families and friends who will serve 

your people as sisters, Deacons, Priests, brothers, and lay ministers.

inspire us to know you better and open our hearts to hear your call.

We ask this through our lord. amen.


