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Preface

The framing of charge against the accused is the first and foremost step
in the trial of the criminal cases. By means of charge, the accused is
informed as to when, at what time, at what place he is alleged to have
committed offence and what are the penal provisions under which the
prosecution wants to proceed against him and punish him. It is often
seen that the public prosecutor appearing for the State helps the court in
framing charge against the accused and even supply draft charge(s) pre-
pared by him. But it is the primary duty of the court to see that proper
charges are framed against the accused persons. Mistake in preparation
of charge may vitiate the trial or the court may amend/alter the charge
and may remand the case for re-trial causing unnecessary harassment/
delay in the trial of the case.

The author Sri D.P. Varshni has dealt with the subject in masterly fash-
ion in a plain and simple manner. In the present edition I have updated
the case law and given model charges under the new penal laws enacted
after the last edition of the book. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act,
2013 have added new sections on sexual assault and rape in the Penal
Code, 1860. Model charges under such newly added sections have also
been given. The new penal enactments under which model charges have
been added are:

1. Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
2. Anti-Hijacking Act, 1982
3. Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995

4. Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003

5. Depositories Act, 1996
6. Electricity Act, 2003
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Framing of charge in a criminal case is the foundation on which the entire trial and
the consequent conviction or acquittal of an accused depends. D.P. Varshni's How to
Frame a Charge is a comprehensive and lucid commentary on this subject.

The new third edition of the work has been greatly enlarged and made
comprehensive to facilitate the criminal law lawyer and the public prosecutors in their day
to day work. The first six chapters of the book deal with various aspects of framing
charges. The rest of the book gives model charges to offences under the various
enactments, giving also a brief introduction to the statute. Over 53 important enactments
have been covered in this comprehensive work, including 24 enactments introduced in
the new third edition for the first time. Statutory changes and recent judicial decisions
have been incorporated at the appropriate places in the book by the learned revising
author.

The following are the notable features of the book:

1. Over 59 important statutes have been covered, and model charges under each
have been given.

2. Statutory amendments and latest case law has been incorporated.
Relevant sections of the model charges have been included for easy reference.

Appendix of the book contains sections of Code of Criminal Procedure and case
law that should be taken into account while framing charges.

The book will prove to be immensely useful to judges, advocates, students and law
enforcement agencies.

Reviews

e ‘ltis gratifying to note that by and large all important legal decisions, English and
Indian, have been noticed to elucidate and substantiate the principles stated. ... In
short the technical and vexed subject has been made as simple and palatable as
possible for easy understanding. To adorn the book further, there is a format of
charges for offences under some important penal enactments.” — Kerala Law Times

e “The chief value of this book lies in the fact that it contains in one small volume the
model forms for framing charges in respect of offences not only under the IPC
(1860) butalso underthe various other statutes viz. the Arms Act (1959), Prevention
of Food Adulteration Act (1954), Essential Commodities Act (1940)." — Criminal Law
Joutnal
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