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Daniel E. Knowles

October 4, 1929 – January 22, 2021

Born in Brooklyn, NY, Dan graduated from St. John’s 
University in 1951, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Psychology. He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War as a personnel psychologist. Dan received his Master 
of Arts in Psychology from Hofstra University, and was a 
graduate of the Harvard Advanced Management Program. 
After his Army tour of duty, he served in personnel and 
labor relations positions at American Airlines, Sperry 
Gyroscope, and Fairchild Industries. 

His career with Grumman began in 1963, as Assistant to 
the Director of Personnel. In 1966, he became Assistant 
Director of Personnel. Later that year he was promoted 
to Director of Personnel. In 1980, he was named Director 
of Personnel and Administration, and - also in 1980 – Dan 
was elected to Vice President/Personnel Administration. In 
1986, he was named Vice President of the Personnel and 
Administrative Services Division, a position he held until 
his retirement.

His interest in people and work-life issues led him to 
activity with many non-profits. Dan spent twenty years 
as Chairman of the Long Island Council on Alcoholism. 
He also served twenty-nine years on the Board of Guest 
House, a rehabilitation facility for alcoholic clergy and 
related religious positions. He served ten years on the 
National Council on Aging and testified many times to 
federal and state legislative committees. For ten years, 
Dan was an adjunct professor at the New York Institute of 
Technology.

(continued on page two)
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Daniel E. Knowles

October 4, 1929 – January 22, 2021

(continued from page one)   

After retirement, Grumman remained an important part of Dan’s life. For 26 
years (through 2019) Dan gathered membersof the Personnel Department for an 
annual reunion. One of the features of the luncheon was Dan’s stories about his 
experiences at Grumman. Following his move to Florida, Dan was actively involved 
in the Treasure Coast Chapter and was President of that chapter at the time of his 
death.

Dan was writing a book about his years at Grumman, focusing on the people who 
built the company into one of America’s premier defense contractors. “No one book 
could tell the thousands upon thousands of anecdotes about Grumman. Whenever 
Grumman retirees get together there are always new stories that contribute to the 
history.”

In describing the origin of the Retiree Club, he wrote: “Bob Benn (Grumman Athletic 
Association) invited retirees to the Personnel Building (Plant 28). It turned out to be 
a very moving evening. Hundreds of retirees showed up. Grown men with tears in 
their eyes, reuniting with old friends. We had a small auditorium in Pant. 28, but not 
big enough to hold so many people. I remembered the buses we used to transport 
people around the plants. I managed to get the buses, obtain security passes for 
the retirees, and we were able to move everyone to the Plant 30 cafeteria for the 
first retiree meeting.”

As his family told us, Dan was born a Catholic and lived as a Catholic. Christ, Family, 
Friends, and Grumman were his order of priorities. May he rest in peace.

GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB NEWSLETTER

(USPS # 023-096) Volume 54, Issue 2, February 2021, is published monthly (except August) by 
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc. Address: Northrop Grumman Corp, M/S Retiree/BP15, 925 South 
Oyster Bay Road,  Bethpage, NY 11714. Periodical postage rates paid at Bethpage, NY. 
Subscription rates of $17 are paid through membership dues.
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State of Club Operations
We’re still permitted to be in the Club office only a couple of days a week, with no more than two people in 
the office at any one time. So, we can’t make progress on Club operations as quickly as during “normal” 
times. Please be patient. 

* * * * * * * * * *
Are Your Dues Up-to-Date?

Please look at the back page of your newsletter to see if you paid your 2020 dues. If not, we respectfully 
ask that you send in your 2020 dues, along with your 2021 dues. If you have Questions? Contact the 
Club at 516-575-3777 or grumrc@gmail.com. 

* * * * * * * * * *
To Have Birthdays, Anniversaries, Get Well Wishes Published in Our Newsletter.

(Note: We do not run computer reports to gather this information.)
Bethpage Chapter members: 
Call or send the information to the Club office (516-575-3777 or grumrc@gmail.com)
All other Chapters: Contact the appropriate person in your Chapter.

* * * * * * * * * *
If You Change Your Address

Send the address change to your chapter. If you change your address for a few months, please notify 
us when you return to your home base.

* * * * * * * * * *
Do You Need a Letter Acknowledging a Donation You Made in 2020?

Send us an email or leave us a message. (Scholarship Raffle tickets are not eligible.)
* * * * * * * * * *

Is someone in your family going to apply for a Retiree Club Scholarship Award?
The Scholarship Fund team has two reminders for you: First, wear those masks to protect yourself and others. 
Second, it’s scholarship time 2021. Tell the eligible kids in your families to make sure they mail all necessary 
material for their scholarship competition applications to the Fund. Remind them to have their guidance counselors 
or responsible staff mail their official transcripts — that means stamped or otherwise officially marked — directly 
to us. (No email applications, please.) The details are in the application form available on the Club’s web site. 
Covid-19 pandemic has forced many of our kids to “zoom” to school. But that shouldn’t delay them from getting 
their complete applications to us before the deadline. Give your students a little reminder. And stay safe.

* * * * * * * * * *
An alert from the Scholarship Awards Program:

If someone in your family intends to apply for a Scholarship Award in the next few years (including in 
2021), you – the Club member - need to be aware of our mandatory continuous membership requirement: 
Members whose relatives will be submitting scholarship applications must have had continuous, paid, 
Club membership: 

(1) for at least two years prior to the year of application submittal 
 AND 
(2) for the year in which the application will be submitted. 
 Without membership continuity - for any reason - the application cannot, 
 under Scholarship Program rules, be considered. 



4

More Notable Events Not Celebrated in 2020

In the January Newsletter, we discussed three major Grumman events that might have had 
significant celebrations in 2020 except for COVID (60th anniversary of the E-2’s first flight; 50th 
anniversary Apollo 13’s aborted flight; 50th anniversary of F-14’s first flight). 

We missed reporting that April 9, 2020, would have been the 60th anniversary of the maiden flight 
of the spectacular A-6 Intruder. The unique aircraft design made extensive use of interconnected 
avionics, operated by a crew of two in a “side by side” seat configuration, with the workload divided 
between the pilot and the weapons officer (bombardier/ navigator). In addition to conventional 
munitions, the A-6 was compatible with the Navy’s air-based nuclear weapons. Bombs were 
deployable via ”toss bombing” techniques, in which the A-6 pulls upward when releasing a weapon, 
giving the bomb additional time of flight by starting its ballistic path with an upward vector. The 
purpose of toss bombing is to allow an aircraft to bomb a target without flying directly over it, to avoid 
overflying a heavily defended target, or in order to distance the A-6 from the blast effects of a nuclear 
(or conventional) bomb. The A-6 served with the Navy and Marine Corps between 1963 and 1997. 
Multiple variants of the A-6 were introduced, including the EA-6B Prowler specialized electronic 
warfare derivative, as well as the KA-6D tanker. The A-6 was to be superseded by the McDonnell 
Douglas A-12 Avenger II, but the A-12 was canceled due to cost overruns. Thus, when the A-6E was 
scheduled for retirement, its precision strike mission was initially taken over by the F-14, equipped 
with a LANTERN pod. The last Intruders were retired on 28 February 1997. At the time of retirement, 
several A-6 airframes were awaiting re-winging at the Northrop Grumman facility at St. Augustine, 
Florida. They were later sunk off the coast of Florida, to form a fish haven named “Intruder Reef”.

While conducting the research for this article, another notable event worthy of mention was 
discovered. November 9, 2020, was the 70th anniversary of a milestone in naval aviation. On that 
date in 1950, a Pratt & Whitney turbo-jet-powered Grumman F9F-2B Panther became the first Navy 
jet to shoot down another jet, a MiG-15. This was during the Korean Conflict. A total of 7 MIG-15 
were downed by F9Fs. On 3 July of that year, an F9F-3 scored the first US Navy air victory of the 
war by shooting down a propeller-powered Yak-9. 

Another riveting story came to light concerning the F9F and Grumman related events years later. 
In September 1951, an F9F from aircraft carrier USS Essex, piloted by a Navy Ensign and flying 
over North Korea, flew into an elevated cable and sheared off a large section of the plane’s wing. 
The Ensign was able fly the crippled plane to a UN base so he could eject over friendly territory. 
The name of that Ensign: Neil Armstrong - yes, that Neil Armstrong. 

By: Lou Kubat, Club Secretary
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Scholarship Awards Program Donors

Thank You 
to these generous contributors:

Baker, Stanley  
     Biagiotti, Joseph
           Brigandi, Arleen 
         
Chrysler, Scott
      Cinelli, Claudia         
          Dehls, Richard
   
Dely, Steven  
     Erlandson, Roy
           Gabriel, Edward 
           
Gregor, Richard
     Grumman, David  
             Guginsky, D. C.

Haytaian, John  
     Ingold, Jack
           Kirtman, Joan 

Klag, Lawrence
     Litterini, Cesare  
          Marcickiewicz, Wanda
         
Parente, Margaret 
     Stalb, Alan
          Watson, Robert 
 
Wirth, Alfred
     Witte, John  
          Zirkel, William

Charitable Activity Fund Contributors

Thank You to the following for their 
contributions the the Retiree Club’s 
Charitable Activity Fund.

Rocco Amone
 Arthur Angst     
  Stanley Baker    
 
Arleen Brigandii    
 Robert Carlson   
  Michele Carnesi
  

Gilbert Chan     
 Richard Dehls
  Peter Fales

Robert Feinman
 Sal Ferrante
  Stanley Kalemaris

Cliff Franklin 
 Edward Gabriel 
  John Haytaian

Jack Ingold
 Joan Kirtman
  Lawrence Klag

Ruby Klettner 
 Michael Kmeth, Jr.
  Richard Lebitz

Cesare Litterini
 Richard McGuire
  George Pfeiffer

Gabriel Rottas
 Anthony Stanziale
  Jacqueline Todaro

Richard Watson
 William Zirkel
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Chapter Reports

Chapters not listed here did not report.

*******************************************************

Bethpage / Parent Chapter

**  February and March 2021 membership 
business meetings have been canceled.

** We do not know when we can resume our 
luncheon - meetings. 

Happy Birthday to: 
  Marie Crescenti   01-01-26    95 years young
  Jimmy Oakes       02-20

Get Well Wishes go out to Ruth Carr

Bethpage Members: Please look at the back of 
your newsletter to see if you have paid your 2020 
dues. If you did not, we respectfully request that you 
send in your 2020 dues along with your 2021 dues.  
If you have any questions, please call the office 
(516-575-3777).

*******************************************************

CALIFORNIA / Golden West

Our January 12 meeting was not held, due to the 
Virus, which is very bad here in California. If you 
are 70 or over, you are in home lock down.

We leave our homes for food shopping only. Don’t 
see an end to this very soon.

We have lost about five members this year due 
to cancer.  None to the Virus, that we know of.

A notice about Club Dues (they’re due now) has 
been sent out.

By: Fred Syrett, President

*******************************************************

FLORIDA /  First Coast

Hello Everybody,
I hope this finds everybody in good health and 
spirits even though we are almost through our first 
month of 2021 with no better outlook than the end 
of 2020. In fact, we have not had a good start this 
year in that we have lost two of our members, Tom 
Foley and Cathie DeCrescenzo (Waxy’s wife). 

I have heard of several members having Covid. 
So please, everyone, stay safe and wear those 
masks when you’re out in public places. 

Happy January Birthday to: 
Ed Dean
  Bob Mehl
    Bernie Bernier
      Anne & Emil Gagliardi
       Rich Porter
        Andrea (Cookie) Dengler
         Gene Early
          William Johndro

Happy Anniversary to: Cathy & Michael 
Garvey, and to Patricia & Charlie Prudhom

By the time you read this, we’ll be into our second 
month of 2021, and our dues are due. Bob 
would like to send all the names and money into 
Bethpage at the beginning of March. Send your 
$20 check (made out to “First Coast Grumman 
Retiree Club”) to Bob Rathje,11046 Castlemain 
Circle E., Jacksonville, FL. 32256. 
 

Everybody: Please stay safe.
Here’s hoping we can soon continue with our 
meetings and get-togethers!

 
Fred Bauer

*******************************************************
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in this Community as we start our 34th Year of 
Public Service.

Old Business:
A motion to waive reading of the November 18, 
2020 Business Meeting Minutes and the December 
15, 2020 Social Meeting Notes was made by Janet 
Sills and seconded by Ted Zarkowsky. There being 
no changes offered by proxy or by those present, 
the motion passed.                 

New Business:
President Bruce welcomed all attendees and hoped 
all enjoyed the Holidays:  
1.Secretary Lew extended January Happy 

Birthday wishes to: Barbara Bernichon [21st],  
Paul Bernichon [28th]. Vince Ciampa [11th],  
Mike Johnson [12th], Maddie Main [19th], 
and Linda Zarkowsky [26th]. (There were no 
Anniversary Best Wishes to report.)

2.There was no Treasurer’s Report due to COVID-19 
sheltering/and social distancing. 

3.Year 2021 dues are due by February 28, 2021. 
Send a check (payable to Grumman - Northrop 
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.) to Joe Sansotta, 
3748 Sussex Drive NE, Milledgeville, GA 31061-
9360 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ted administered the 75/25 
Community Service Fund raiser raffle. Ted reported 
he won this month’s raffle and donated his winnings 
to the Chapter’s Community Service Fund. Thank 
You, Ted. 
  

In Memoriam
Club/Chapter Member Jim Vinson  

passed away January 4, 2021.
Grummanite Mark Allen passed away  

January 14, 2021, from COVID-19 related causes.
Both are in our Prayers.  

Condolences are extended to their Families.

Today’s Program:
Oath of Office and Fellowship conversations, 
including COVID-19 and Plant 66 sale. We noted 
that COVID-19 vaccines (produced by Moderna and 
by Pfizer} are being disbursed by local pharmacies 
and by the Health Department by reservation/
appointment. The rules now enable people ages 65 
and older to receive the vaccine. 

FLORIDA / South West

Time for Club Dues:
Please send your $17 check [payable to 
Grumman Retiree Club] to: 
Tony Moors
5301 Blue Crab Circle H-3 
Bokeelia FL 33922. 

Until further notice, we will be meeting at the IHOP 
on Route 41, in Punta Gorda, FL at 11:30AM, on 
the second Tuesday of March and April. You will 
also be contacted by Calling Post, as long as I 
have your current phone number.  

Thanks, 
Clem [631-513-1737; clemtony@juno.com]

*******************************************************

GEORGIA / Peach Pit Chapter

Our January 19, 2021 meeting at El Tequila Mexican 
Restaurant, in Milledgeville, GA started at 12:30PM. 
There were 13 present when Vice President Paul 
Bernichon asked Sergeant-at-Arms Ted Zarkowsky 
to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Chaplain Betty 
Johnson to give the Blessing.

VP Paul asked Past President Janet Sills to 
administer the Oath of Office to those officers for 
years 2021 and 2022 who were present, including 
President Bruce Hood; Secretary Lew Iuliucci; 
Sergeant-at-Arms Ted Zarkowsky; and Chaplain 
Betty Johnson

Past President and current Vice President Guil 
Mauldin was unable to be at the meeting because he 
was receiving the first of his Covid-a9 vaccinations. 
He sent a message of gratitude to the Chapter 
Officers for their support during the past two years 
of his Presidency. 

Treasurer Joe Sansotta was also unable to attend 
this meeting.

President Bruce Hood wished each Georgia - Peach 
Pit Chapter member a Happy 33rd Anniversary and 
thanked the Chapter Officers for volunteering to 
continue the Grumman-Northrop Grumman Legacy 
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January and February Birthdays:

Louella Beihl  01/22
Dave Hasselbarth  02/27
Rick Kratzmier  02/01
Linda LaOrange  01/23
Ben Richardson  02/14
Margarette Rutherford 02/04
Maxine Svach  02/29

Happy Birthday / Belated Birthday Wishes  
to all you Ladies and Gents.

Please follow the CDC guidelines and stay Safe 
& Well! 

By: Joe Svach, Sec’y.

*******************************************************

Adjournment:
A motion to end the Business Meeting was made by 
Franklin Smith. The motion was seconded by Phil 
Franklin, and carried. Adjournment was at 1:40PM.

Next Meeting: February 16, 2021, 12:30PM, at  
El Tequila Mexican Restaurant, in Milledgeville. 

By: Lew Iuliucci  
[iuliucci@windstream.net; 478-452-1357]

*******************************************************

MARYLAND
Glen Arm Chapter

COVID COVID COVID!
Wear Masks, observe social distancing rules, 
wash hands and use sanitizer. 

Restaurant restrictions in our area and in Baltimore 
City are on and off again, with different rules and 
regulations in different areas. Store regulations 
have pretty much stayed the same with masks 
required, six-feet distancing, and sanitizer stations 
in place. 

The Vaccines are becoming available for frontline 
personnel and for those approved who are 65 
years of age and older. 

At our last meeting in November, President Rick 
Swinder and Treasurer Al Showalter announced 
that they would be stepping down from their 
positions. At that meeting, no one came forward 
to take on those positions and - with that - the 
Chapter may dissolve in 2021. (If any member 
is interested in taking on one of the positions, 
contact Rick Swinder ASAP). We will try to plan 
a meeting / social in March and we will focus on 
the future of our chapter. 

Information as to the date, time, and location 
of the next meeting/social will be announced 
once we are able to confirm arrangements. The 
information will be posted in the Newsletter and 
members will receive reminder emails or phone 
calls.
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In Memoriam

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to the families and friends of these deceased  members:  
 

Banger, Richard   East Northport, NY   01/23/2021

Boles, John    Babylon, NY    01/26/2021

Connolly, Janet   Medford, NY    01/12/2021

Fiust, Vincent   North Babylon, NY   12/15/2020

Gehrt, Richard   Smithtown, NY   08/07/2020

Hamilton, Joyce   Sayville, NY    01/11/2021

Lang, Donald F.   Bethpage, NY   09/10/2020

Lih, Jr., Arthur   Massapequa, NY   01/21/2021

Morcerf, Francis   West Islip, NY   01/17/2021

Murman, John E. (Ed)  Naperville, FL   01/20/2021

O’Brien, Daniel F.   Old Bethpage, NY   01/22/2021

O’Connor, Dennis P.  Austin, TX    11/23/2020

Purstell, Francis (Frank)  Waynesboro, VA   11/15/2020

Smith, Gerard   Hauppauge, NY   12/29/2020

Torrens, Leo    Wilmington, NC   06/16/2020

Vinson, James   Milledgeville, GA   01/11/2021

Von Seggern, Marie  Great River, NY   03/09/2020

Willemsen, Joan   New Bern, NC   01/19/2021

Zacher, Max    Dix Hills, NY    01/16/2021

To report a death: Provide the person’s Name, Date of death, & the City/State of residence prior to death. 
Send otices of member deaths to grumrc@gmail.com, with “Death Notice” as the subject.
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2786 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, N.Y. 11756
Phone (516) 796-0400

Fax (516 796-3890

47 Jerusalem Avenue
Hicksville, N.Y. 11801
Phone (516) 931-0262

Fax (516) 796-3890

Chapels also available in:
Floral Park

New Hyde Park
Williston Park

Kenneth P. Grosser
Location Manager/Hicksville

Email: Kenneth.Grosser@carriageservices.com
Kenn@daltonfuneralhomes.com

The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.

For advertising in these open spots, 

please contact Retiree Club office  

at 516-575-3777.

For advertising in these open spots, 

please contact Retiree Club office  

at 516-575-3777.



GRUMMAN-NORTHROP GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

2021

 BETHPAGE CHAPTER OTHER CHAPTERS
 DUES ARE $20.00 ANNUALLY 
 Mail your $20 check, (payable to Contact your Chapter
 Grumman Retiree Club), and this form to  for Dues amount.
    Attn: Retiree Club      
 Northrop Grumman Corp. Mail your check(s)
 925 S. Oyster Bay Road and this form to   
 Bethpage, NY 11714-3582 your local chapter.

1. Member or Survivor Name (print) ____________________________ Badge No. __________

2. Spouse or Next of Kin Name (print) ________________________________________________

3. Address _____________________________________________________________________

4. City _____________________________________State ____________ ZIP+4 ____________ 

5. Telephone # (_____)  ________________________________________ DOB: ___ /___ / _____

6. E-Mail (please print) ___________________________________________________________

7. Method of Payment - Please Indicate:
  A. Check: # ____________________ Date ________________  Amount _________________
  
  B. Cash - Amount __________________________
  
  C. Please Check One: New Member ______ Renewal ______ Survivor______

A. DONATIONS REQUIRE SEPARATE CHECKS

(a) Donation to the Club’s charitable activities: Check #___________ Date_________ $_________

(b) Donation to the Scholarship Fund: Check #___________ Date_________ $_________

Note: All donations are tax deductible.

QUESTIONS? Call the club office at (516) 575-3777.

Visit the club Web Site at www.grummanretireeclub.org
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Attn: Retiree Club
Northrop Grumman Corporation
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NORTHROP GRUMMAN
Benefits Center 1-800-894-4194
Investment Plan 1-800-894-4194

Monday - Friday 9AM to 6PM ET
Benefits On Line:
www.benefits.northgrum.com
OneExchange: 1-855-832-0976
   Monday - Friday, 8AM - 9PM ET

https://medicare.oneexchange.com/ngc

Newsletter
Editor:  Neil Klaskin
Nostalgia Coordinator: Charles Mooney

Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.
Phone: (516) 575-3777
Fax: (516) 575-8715
Website: www.grummanretireeclub.org
E-mail: grumrc@gmail.com

Officers
Cathy Ferro  - President  
Betty Bohlander  - Vice President
Lou Kubat   - Secretary
Howie Frauenberger  - Treasurer
Nick Bazzicalupo  - Sgt-at-Arms

We make banking easy.
Your life is already complicated enough.

•  Free online banking, mobile and telephone banking

• Free mobile check deposit

• 30,000+ surcharge-free ATMs, and  
 5,000+ shared branch locations nationwide*

Everyone can bank at Bethpage.†

lovebethpage.com  |  516-349-4220

*The owner of the ATM may impose a fee. No-fee ATMs must show Co-Op logo. Total locations include access to ATMs and 
credit union branches that participate in the Co-Op Shared Network, which include Shared Service Centers.


