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DARFUR’S SORROW

Darfur is a region set apart: huge, remote, and poverty stricken. Its people are
today locked in conflict, terrorized by the lawless Arab militia known as janjawid,
which has created what the United Nations has called “the world’s worst human-
itarian disaster.” As M. W. Daly, distinguished historian and long-term observer
of the Sudan, explains, the roots of the crisis lie deep in Darfur’s past. Tracing
the story to the origins of the Fur state in the seventeenth century, through impe-
rial expansion, revolution, and finally Darfur’s annexation by the Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan, he shows how years of neglect left the region unprepared for indepen-
dence. The final chapters focus on the years thereafter, as successive governments
failed to rise to the challenges of institution building and economic and political
administration, and the region descended into chaos. This is a complex and often
harrowing story, told with compassion, insight, and a strong sense of place.

M. W. Daly is the author of many books and articles on the history of the modern
Middle East and Northeast Africa, including Imperial Sudan: The Anglo-Egyptian
Condominium, 1934-1956 (1991), and, with P. M. Holt, A History of the Sudan:
From the Coming of Islam to the Present Day, now in its fifth edition. He is the
general editor of the Cambridge History of Egypt and has contributed more than
a hundred articles and reviews to scholarly journals.
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Map 1. The Sudan in Africa
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