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The Farewell Address

“ ‘Old soldiers never die, they just 

fade away.’ And like the old soldier of 

that ballad, I now close my military 

career and just fade away — an old 

soldier who tried to do his duty as 

God gave him the light to see that 

duty.”



“In the councils of government, we 

must guard against the acquisition of 

unwarranted influence, whether 

sought or unsought, by the military-

industrial complex. The potential for 

the disastrous rise of misplaced 

power exists, and will persist.”

President Eisenhower 

Farewell Address 

January 17th, 1961
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President George Washington 

Farewell Address September 17, 1796

Friends & Fellow Citizens

The period for a new elec-

tion of a citizen to administer the executive 
government of the United States, being not 
far distant, and the time actually arrived . . .



President George Washington 

Farewell Address September 17, 1796

"However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they are 
likely in the course of time and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, 
ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people 
and to usurp for themselves the reins of government, destroying afterwards the 
very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion."



President George Washington 

Farewell Address September 17, 1796

“Of all the dispositions and habits 
which lead to political prosperity, 
Religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. . . . 

Whatever may be conceded to the 
influence of refined education on minds 
of peculiar structure, reason and 
experience both forbid us to expect that 
National morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principle.”



1 Samuel 12:1-7 (ESV)

1  And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you 
have said to me and have made a king over you. 2  And now, behold, the king 
walks before you, and I am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I 
have walked before you from my youth until this day. 3  Here I am; testify 
against me before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or 
whose donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I 
oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? 
Testify against me and I will restore it to you.” 4  They said, “You have not 
defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man’s hand.” 5  And 
he said to them, “The LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness 
this day, that you have not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is 
witness.” 6  And Samuel said to the people, “The LORD is witness, who 
appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land of 
Egypt. 7  Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the LORD 
concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and 
for your fathers. 
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1 Samuel 12:13-25 (ESV)

13  And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have 
asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you. 14  If you will fear the 
LORD and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over 
you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well. 15  But if you will not 
obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the 
LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you and your king. 16  Now 
therefore stand still and see this great thing that the LORD will do before 
your eyes. 17  Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the LORD, that 
he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your 
wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking 
for yourselves a king.” 18  So Samuel called upon the LORD, and the LORD 
sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the LORD 
and Samuel. 
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1 Samuel 12:13-25 (ESV)

19  And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD 
your God, that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to 
ask for ourselves a king.” 20  And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21  And do not turn aside 
after empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22  For 
the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, because it 
has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. 23  Moreover, as for 
me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray 
for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24  Only fear 
the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what 
great things he has done for you. 25  But if you still do wickedly, you shall be 
swept away, both you and your king.” 
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