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What we’ll be covering 

1. What is the DAT? 

2. What topics are covered on the 
DAT? 

3. What are the best resources to use 
when preparing? 

4. Should I self-study or take a Kaplan 
course? 

5. How/when do I start? 



Dental Admission Test (DAT) 

 4 Hour 15 Minute Computer-Based Exam  

 Four Sections 

 

 

 

 

 Scores Range from 0 - 30 
– National Average For Sections: ~17 - 18 

– Competitive Scores:  20+ 



Survey of Natural Sciences 

 100 questions in 90 minutes 

 Subjects 

– Biology (40 questions) 

– General Chemistry (30 questions) 

– Organic Chemistry (30 questions) 



Biology 

 What is Covered 



Biology 

 Classes to take (Duke) 

– Bio 101L, Bio 102L, Bio 107, Bio 119, 
Bio 151D/Bio 151L/Evanth 133L 

 Resources 

– AP Biology Books (Cliffs, Princeton 
Review, etc.) 

– Schaum’s 

– Examkracker’s MCAT Biology 

– Kaplan Biology for Overview 

– Campbell’s Biology Textbook 



General Chemistry 

 What is Covered? 



General Chemistry 

 What is Covered? (continued) 



General Chemistry 

 Classes to take (Duke) 

– Chem 31L 

 Resources 

– Kaplan DAT Book 

– Schaum’s 

– Examkracker’s MCAT General 
Chemistry 

– AP Chemistry 

– Zuhmdahl’s Chemical Principles for 
Reference 



Organic Chemistry 

 What is Covered? 



Organic Chemistry 

 Classes to take (Duke) 

– Chem 151L, Chem 152L 

 Resources 

– Kaplan DAT Book 

– Examkracker’s MCAT Organic 
Chemistry 

– DATDestroyer 

– Loudon’s Organic Chemistry Textbook 
for Reference 

 



Perceptual Abilities Test 
(PAT) 

 90 questions in 60 minutes 

 Six Subtests (15 questions each) 

– Apertures 

– View Recognition 

– Angle Discrimination 

– Paper Folding 

– Cube Counting 

– 3D Form Development 



Apertures 



View Recognition 



Angle Discrimination 



Paper Folding 



Cube Counting 



3D Form Development 



Perceptual Abilities Test 
(PAT) 

 Resources 

– Crack DAT PAT 

– TopScore 

– DAT Achiever 

– Practice problems from any written DAT 
prep books 



Reading Comprehension 

 50 questions in 60 minutes 

 Three reading passages on scientific 
topics 

 Reading Comprehension Strategies: 
– Just Do It 

– Search and Destroy 

– Do Two and Gamble on Third 

 How to Prepare: 
– Read scientific journals like Science or Nature 

online 

– Take Practice RC tests on the computer (DAT 
Achiever, TopScore) 



Quantitative Reasoning 

 40 questions in 45 minutes 

 Calculator Available 

 What is Covered? 

 

 

 

 

 Resources 
– Barron’s SAT II Math 

– Kaplan DAT 

– Crack DAT Math 



Other Resources 

 Full Length Exams! 
– DAT Avengers 

– Topscore 

– Kaplan DAT Book & CD 

– Barron’s DAT 

– ADA Sample Test 

 More Practice Questions 
– DAT Destroyer 

– Crack DAT PAT 

 Kaplan DAT course 

 



Self-Study or Kaplan? 

 Are you disciplined? 

 Can you study consistently on your 
own schedule? 

 Do you learn more efficiently by 
yourself? 

 If you answered no to any/all of 
these questions, then consider taking 
a Kaplan course 



Study tips 

 Start at LEAST 2 months prior! 

 Find your study zone 

 Space out your material 

– One subject at a time (at first) 

 Focus on the sciences 

 Take lots of practice exams 

 Read, test, review 

 

 



Example Study Schedule (2 months) 

 Week 1-2: review biology 

 Week 3: review gen chem, skim bio 

 Week 4: review orgo, skim gen 
chem/bio 

 Week 5: review mostly orgo, math, 
skim gen chem/bio 

– Start PAT practice 

– Take your first practice DAT exam 

 

 



Example Study Schedule (2 months) 

 Week 6: skim all study material 

– Take 2 practice exams; test and review 

 Week 7-8: TEST TEST TEST 

 

 



Thanks for listening! 
Any Questions? 


