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LODGE OFFICERS:
EXALTED RULER - Chris Miles

LEADING KNIGHT - Bob Orcu� 
LOYAL KNIGHT - Taylor X. Taylor

LECTURING KNIGHT - Camden Lynn
SECRETARY - Rick Schneider, PER

TREASURER - Laura Jones
ESQUIRE - George Hilficker

INNER GUARD - Shannon Wheatley
TILER— Nikki Murphy

CHAPLAIN - Be�y Orcu�
5 YEAR TRUSTEE - Tommy Moore

4 YEAR TRUSTEE—Courtney Weil, PER
3 YEAR TRUSTEE - Shelagh Gombarcik, PER

2 YEAR TRUSTEE—Theresa Ma�hews, DDGER
1 YEAR TRUSTEE - Bob Suhrheinrich 

DISTRICT LEADER - Frank Palladini, PSP, PDDGER 
LODGE ADVISORS - Steve Harmon, PDDGER 

THERESA L. MATTHEWS - DDGER, WCD 

HOUSE COMMITTEE:
CHAIR—Shelagh Gombarcik

Members:  Wendy Hall, Candy Venable,
Courtney Weil, Sue Moore,

Shannon Wheatley, Jim Dreby

LODGE COMMITTEES:
Hall Ac�vi�es—Jacquie LoCicero

Audi�ng Commi�ee—Chair, Melissa Bertoch,
Bonnie Atwood

Elks Na�onal Founda�on—Shelagh Gombarcik
Harry Anna Trust Fund—Taylor Taylor

Entertainment—Linda Reid
Veteran Services—Pa�y Jankiewicz

Elksize Editor—Paul DeLand

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!

Elks Lodge 708 has a way for you to be in-
volved in what happens in YOUR lodge! 
Check out our new suggestion box in the en-
try area!

Do you want to implement a fundraiser, 
paint a room, clean a breezeway? How 
about suggest a repair, voice your concern 
about a matter or compliment a fellow Elk 
on a job well done? We want to hear from 
you!

Complete one of the forms with your ideas, 
issues or improvements and be part of the 
positive change you want to see in YOUR 
lodge!

Contact Shannon Wheatley at 727-772-3446 
with questions.
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Officerof the Month:
Our June Officer of The Month is Courtney Weil. When she's not running her own catering business (Courtney's 
Custom Catering), Courtney is the Lodge Bar Manager, a Lodge Trustee, and member of the House 
Committee. Courtney also Chaired this year's Tampa Convention Committee for the State Convention. Courtney and 
her husband Sam not only delivered tables, decorations, food, and drinks to our Hospitality Suite, but also helped 
schedule bartenders for the Hospitality Suite and Pirate events at the Convention, and then hauled everything back to 
the Lodge. Thank her next time at the Lodge!

Elkof the Month:
The June Elk of The Month is Wendy Hall. Wendy serves on the House Committee, the Convention Committee, and 
is assisting with Hall Rentals. Her dedication to a string of Share the Wealth events following our Queen of Hearts 
drawing produced over $1,000 in revenue to help offset State Convention costs. In addition, she and her sister 
donated two beautifully decorated pirate hats to be auctioned at State Convention. Say thanks to Wendy when you 
see her!
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OUR “FRYERS” OF FISH (EXTRAORDINAIRE!)
TOMMY MOORE, BOB ORCUTT & BILL EDWARDS

PER RICHARD & BARBARA ENJOY THE GOLDEN
FISH, COLE SLAW, HUSH PUPPIES & TATER TOTS

THERE WERE DESSERTS
(OF THE YUMMY KIND!)

May 11th a Fish Fry was held to 

raise funds for Convention! 

About $400 was raised by our 

volunteer crew & Fun had by all!



Hello every one. School is just about out for the summer. Enjoy 
your time off and beware of the drugs that are out there and just re-
member : Be A Hero : Just Say No- to drugs.

Tommy Moore
Chairman

Drug Awareness 
Program
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Chaplain’s
Corner

Happy June to all,

It’s the official month of summer, a �me to relax and hopefully, have more �me 

for reading.

As Elks our beliefs are held true by our Creed; Believe in the goodness in thyself as well as others.

Protect childhood with tenderness, old age with respect, cherish with reverence the memory of those who have 
passed.

Observe faithfully the golden rule.

Enjoy the good things of Earth, keep within thee the glorious sunshine of youth, and remain always of good cheer.

This Creed has guided Elks for over 13 decades  so I ask that you not only read about Elkdom but understand what 
you read.

Please consider reading;

The history of the Order of Elks- 1868-1988 ( available from the office of the Grand Secretary under code 511300.)

The story of Elkdom- available from the Elks magazine under code 511800.)

Proceedings of latest Grand Lodge Annual Session-( on file in the Lodge office-code 511400 from Grand Secretary.)

Latest Grand Lodge Program booklet- ( on file in Lodge office.)

Latest Annotated Statues- ( on file in Lodge office  under code 520100 from Grand Secretary.) Various Commi�ee 
Manuals and Materials- ( on file in Lodge office and supplied by the Elks Na�onal Headquarters in Chicago.)

There is more to Tampa Elks Lodge to consider. There are lodges all over Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Alaska, etc.  We 
all have the same purpose, Veterans, children, Country.

So, go forth and read, understand, and grow.

Committee  Commu nications

Respectfully, Betty Orcutt, Chaplain

We have ladies and men's in purple 
and black sizes S-4X

$25 each from the Secretary’s Office

2X and larger +$2
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LOE Cra� Day 
July 28th at 2pm

Cra� Day is back and we will be making a 

FABLOUS customized front door mat. 

Sign up is a MUST. 

Sign up sheet on the LOE bulle�n board

Cra� Day fee is $25 

Any ques�ons, ask Jacquie. 

loetampa708@yahoo.com

Kentucky Derby Horse Race!
The LOE held it’s annual Kentucky Derby Horse Race on 

May 4th.  The night began with a Kentucky Derby inspired menu, 
followed by our rousing “horse race”. Our Mistress of Ceremony 
was Shelagh Gombarick. Shelagh kept the jockeys in line and the 
crowd enthralled. 

I’d like to take a moment to thank those who helped 
put this together: Pa�y J who sold all our horses. Dante and 
Chole, our talented servers. Bonnie Atwood made “be�ng” on 
your favorite horse easy and quick. Joe LoCicero worked the 
kitchen while the rest of us enjoyed our meal. Last but not least, 
Shelagh, without her help prepping the food, se�ng up and 
lending her talent to the race, we may have not been ready on 
�me.  It takes a village to put on a horse race. 

Finally, a huge thank you to the business’ who donated 
to our auc�on: Courtney’s Custom Catering, Tampa Bay Fun 
Boat, Happy’s Rentals, Stunning Flowers by Shelby and LoCicero 
Medical Group. 

Jacquie LoCicero

If it’s June, Father’s Day must be around the corner. Come celebrate Father’s Day with the 
LOE. Once again, we are having our Picnic with Pops. Dinner is $8 per person, except Pops they eat for free! 
Let us know if you are coming by signing up, see the LOE bulle�n board for more informa�on. 

Where has Cra� day been, we have been on a break. We will be returning in August with a 
great cra� to spruce up your front door. Look for our flyer on the LOE bulle�n board, along with a sign up 
sheet.   

And finally, in April the LOE celebrated our Officer of the Year and our Member of the Year. 
Our member of the year was Pa�y J. What can we say about Pa�y, apparently when it comes to the LOE 
we can say A LOT! Without Pa�y I don’t know if we would ever sell �ckets to our events, she has a way 
about her. When help is needed for an event, she is there to help.  On a personal note, I am very grateful to 
Pa�y. She has supported me, encouraged me and advised me in ways that only she can. Officer of the Year 
was Devoney Bedami. Devoney has be very instrumental in helping me to fulfill my du�es as the LOE Presi-
dent. She has brainstormed with me when I was trying to get something done and listened to me when I 
was frustrated. That is invaluable to me. Thank you to both of our Ladies, you make being a part of the LOE 
brighter. 

Jacquie LoCicero, LOE President 
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R4L
Run For

Life!

Club Chivalry News – Elks Care and Elks Share!!!

Our last Club Chivalry event of the year was the Club’s Par�cipa�on in the Relay of Life for Tampa, held at 
Robinson HS on April 26th.  Dozens of Tampa Elks showed how much they cared by sharing their financial re-
sources to support the students that signed up to par�cipate in this event.  We had over 50 luminaries, sold 
at $10.00 apiece. We had cash dona�ons, online dona�ons, Facebook dona�ons and matching fund dona-
�ons. We had signature sponsorships from both Tampa Elks Lodge 708 and from Food, Taxes and Beverag-
es, Oh My! We sold beverages and chips during the event. When we totaled it all up, the Club Chivalry Relay 
for Life team raised $3471 for the American Cancer Society. As of this wri�ng, we are in 12th place in fund-
raising out of 93 registered teams! 

Each of the students that registered for the event needed to raise $100 to get a T-shirt and to be able to stay 
past the 11PM curfew. Thanks to you, they all did that! Each of the 9 seniors that registered needed to raise 
$150.00 to earn a purple honor cord to wear at gradua�on. Thanks to you, they each did that, too! We are 
also in conten�on for the top spirit award.  For all of the above, the kids and I thank you from the bo�om of 
our hearts. 

As much as we love and appreciate the money dona�ons, there were a few Elks that put a lot of �me into 
making this event such a success. Pa�y Jankiewicz sold luminaria bags for weeks. Trustee Tommy Moore 
along with VAVS Asst Deputy Dianne Meleen and her husband Bob came to the Lodge and helped load up all 
the supplies, get them to the football field at Robinson, and helped me set up the shade tent and fill the 
coolers. Joe LoCicero, showed up to cover for me while I went to the team leaders mee�ng, and stayed long-
er than he planned helping out. Tommy Moore and his wife, LOE Vice President Sue Moore, came back and 
worked the event with us. Pa�y and Mike Volpe showed up; Pa�y took our soda sales up a notch or two and 
covered for me while I ran an empty cooler back to the Lodge. Bonnie Atwood came by, bringing some for-
go�en supplies, unless she was collec�ng dona�on envelopes for the event leaders.  And of course, Lodge 
member and Club Chivalry school sponsor Kris�na Chowning and her son Max were there with us for most of 
the night, which was a delight! 
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- June Live Entertainment

As we went to press the band schedule was 
still being completed…. June is an unusual 
month as State Convention offers a change in 
days and hours….for the updated schedule 
Please check the Lodge bulletin board or 
online at:

tampaelks.com

Your Elksize Editor Sez:  I have been asked by our Exalted Ruler to insure delivery of 
the Elksize in time for the 1st of each month! That means I must stick to a HARD 
AND FAST monthly deadline for articles of the 15th of the month. Please help me 

keep this time by submitting your articles thru the Elksize email. 

tpaelksize@gmail.com
I do not want our members to miss any Elks News! Thanks!

Paul DeLand, Editor

This month we have a significant hall rental on June 29th. This rental is an all-day affair, 11am to 
11pm as the bride and groom will have their ceremony and recep�on in our hall. Please have our hall 
cleared of any unnecessary items no later than Thursday at 6pm.  Any items le� will be considered un-
wanted and will be discarded. 

Last year we saw an up�ck in rentals. I’d like to con�nue this momentum, especially all-day rentals 
that produce a nice revenue for the lodge. With your help we can accomplish that. We have several rentals 
on the books and hopefully we will have more to come.  I ask that the hall be in �p top condi�on two days 
prior to the rental. This will cut down in unnecessary cleaning and picking up which makes this job harder, 
and we don’t want that. 

The success of the hall rentals can relieve some of financial stressors on the lodge and at the end of 
the day as the saying goes “That is a good thing”. If you would like to be a part of the hall rental commi�ee 
or have any posi�ve sugges�ons, please feel free to contact me. 

Jacquie LoCicero
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On-Going Calendar

Lodge Business and Programs

To increase the financial strength of Tampa Elks 
Lodge #708, ensuring that our Lodge will be 
around for another 100 years. We will 
accomplish this by rebuilding our capital through 
investments made by Lodge Partners who are 
determined to secure Tampa Elks Lodge #708 
future. Interest earned on the investments will 
remain in the investment account. Our goal is to 
increase our overall financial strength 
determined to secure the future of Tampa Elk’s 
708 future.

In Memory of Tom Stanton
from Mrs. Helen M. Stanton 9/19

Osterbrock, Debbie  4/19
In memory of

Fennell, Jerrye & Patrick 5/19
Johnson, Jack  5/19

Fennell, Pat & Marilyn 6/19
Edwards, Bill  (PER/PLP) 6/19

Walbart, Mark  6/19
Appel, Jackie 6/19

Conners, Barbara 12/19
Rick & Jan Schneider 12/19
Gombarcik, Shelagh 12/19

Smith, Rita 12/19
Moore, Tommy & Sue 12/19

Quire, Kim & Marty 12/19
Snyder, Robert & Lisa 12/19

Robert Norton & Brenda Stoking 12/19
Palladini, Frank  1/20

Suhrheinrich, Bob & Candace 1/20
Florance, Richard 11/2021

Platinum Investors $100+

Gold Investors $51-$99
Bordonaro, Robert  12/2019

Silver Investors $21-$50
James, Howard 3/2019

Bronze Investors $10 - $20
Bertoch, Mellissa  2/2019

Tuesday 
Night Movie

7:30 pm
With Free
Popcorn

Start off the week  socializing 
with great people and great 

drinks!

MondayGourmet Club is 
Back!! 3rd Sunday of 
every month. Watch 
for themed parties. 
Have you bought the 
cook book yet?
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3616 Gandy Blvd.
Tampa, FL   33611

Like us on Facebook  to 
receive updates and late 
breaking news.
Tampa Elks Lodge #708

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

TAMPA, FL
PERMIT #32

Please remember to send
any change of address to: 

lodge708secretary@outlook.com 

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

Friends of  708
Mary Quire   Bonnie Quire   Linda Reid   Theresa Matthews   Bonnie Atwood   
Nanette Quire   Betty Orcutt   Luann June   Sharon Ford   Richard Schneider
Christopher Miles   Robert Suhrheinrich   Susie Harlow   Steve Harmon

Lisa and Bob Snyder

This local program focuses solely on improving our lodge through generous member donations. 
All members are encouraged to sign up for the “Eleventh Hour Pledge”. Your recurring 

pledge of $11 a month will help maintain our lodge.


