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Story by Cpl. Andrea Dickerson
On Jan. 3, 1944, Col. Gregory 

“Pappy” Boyington, World War II 
ace and leader of Marine Fighter 
Squadron 214, the infamous “Black 
Sheep,” downed three Japanese air-
craft during his final combat mis-
sion of WWII. This feat brought 
his total number of downed enemy 
planes to 26, tying the mark in avia-
tion history set by Army Capt. Ed-

die Rickenbacker, who downed 26 
planes in World War I. 

During his last mission, Boy-
ington made several flights through 
hostile enemy fire over Rabaul, 
Papua New Guinea. His aircraft 
went down during the ensuing 
dogfight. 

A Japanese submarine recov-
ered the downed Marine from the 

By Jess Paniszczyn
As teenage boys, they left farms 

and ranches journeying to far flung 
regions of the world they never be-
fore knew existed and never again 
visited. World War II did not mere-
ly disrupt their lives, it completely 
remolded them. 

Now in the winter of their lives, 
they find camaraderie in remem-
bering those exciting and terrifying 
days when they were young, every-
thing was new and the world was 
theirs. 

Sitting at a line of tables pushed 
together in PJ’s Café, a small group 

of veterans whose lives once re-
volved around the defense, flying 
or maintenance of B-24 Liberators 
tell stories over breakfast as their 
children and grandchildren listen.

“My first mission was in August 
’44, and I stayed there until ’45,” 
Don McClelland, a tail gunner 
for the 389th Bomb Group, said. 
“I flew 31 missions for sure, but I 
think I flew 35, really. I flew other 
missions for other crews. If they 
thought they were going to have a 
bad time that day and weren’t go-
ing to get to come home… If they 

Thor-oughly lovable

First class 
treatment for 
hurt dog flying 
to Sacramento 

A German shepherd mix 
named Thor is smiling today, and 
that is a very big deal since it’s the 
first time he’s been able to open 
his mouth in at least six months.

Thor, who hails from Fair-
banks, AK, won the hearts of 
many Alaska Airlines employees 
and scores of other fans after he 
traveled last week on an a flight 
from Fairbanks to Sacramento, 
CA, for some much-needed oral 
surgery.

Thor, who has an avid Face-
book following with 18,000 
“likes” through the page of the 

Arctic German Shepherd Res-
cue’s group, underwent surgery 
for a locked jaw on Dec. 28 at a 
veterinary hospital in Sacramen-
to. Just one day after the surgery, 
his caretakers posted photos of 
Thor with an apparent grin on his 
face, eating from a dog dish and 

carrying a tennis ball, even while 
a surgical scar crossed his muzzle.

Those basic dog activities and 
panting and licking had not been 
possible before. The condition 
was probably caused by severe 
abuse, according to the veterinar-

Courtesy Photo

Traveling through SeaTac airport on his way to have life changing surgery, Thor 
poses for pictures with his favorite human, Teresa Downing.

Please see SHEPHERD on Page 7

Veterans share memories 
of B-24 Liberators – their 
missions and their pilots

69 years ago, legendary ace 
made his final WWII flight

Please see VETERANS on Page 5

Please see BOYINGTON on Page 4
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“DID YOU 
KNOW you can 
take advantage of 
some GREAT 
deals from 
these preferred 
dealerships just 
because you’re a 
member of the 
AA Credit Union 
and/or an AA 
employee?”

AA Credit Union is a registered 
trademark of American Airlines, Inc.
Federally insured by the NCUA.

Sandra Velder – 
Dealer Liaison, CUDE

3 locations to serve — Irving       Lewisville       Plano

Call "1-866-CENTRAL" today 
or go to www.TheNewCentralKia.com 

Harry Whitworth
817-605-5662  Cell: 817-946-8994
Whitworth@HugginsHonda.com

7551 NE Loop 820 North Richland Hills TX  76180

3125 NE Loop 820, Fort Worth, TX 76137

817-806-0538
Cheryl Warren

Senior Sales Consultant

Member

The #1 Volume Dealer in the Southwest in New and Certified PreOwned

Huge 
Selection of 
New, Used 

and Certified 
PreOwned 
Vehicles

Credit Union Specialist

Marie Chase-Wortham
Personal Sales Manager Contact

817-849-3228
Mobile: 682-554-9132

mariechase@5starford.com

6618 N.E. Loop 820, 
North Richland Hills 

TX 76180

✯ New ✯Used ✯ Commercial ✯

*All units except premium 
Mustang, Fiesta, & Focus. 
This o�er only available 

with ME! – Marie.  
Ask for me by name 

and show me this ad!

Your ONE STOP shop 

echase@5starford.com

*All units except premium
Mustang, Fiesta, & Focus.

shop 

SPECIAL 
OFF

X-PLAN
PRICING!*

$500

June-
August

**The New Vehicle Purchase Program (X-Plan) also 
known as the Partner Recognition Program, is offered 
by Ford Motor Company to the employees, retirees, 

spouses and other household members (driver’s 
license required for proof of residency) of selected Tier 

1 suppliers, business partners, fleet partners and 
special organizations having a unique relationship with 
the Ford Motor Company. Participation in the program 

is contingent on the Partner Company's continued 
relationship with Ford Motor Company and will stay in 
effect until terminated by either party upon a thirty (30) 

days prior written notice provided to the other party. 
Ford Motor Company may terminate this program upon 
thirty (30) days notice at its respective sole discretion.

American Airlines Federal Credit Union does not assume any responsibility or liability for any purchases or promotions made by a third party. 

Preferred Dealers
ACURA
David MacDavid Acura of Plano
Goodson Acura
Mac Churchill Acura
See Our Ad
Vandergri� Acura

AUDI
Boardwalk Audi
Dallas Audi

BMW
Moritz of  North Arlington

BUICK, GMC
Classic Arlington
Buick * GMC
Wayne Johnson  817-375-3068
WJohnson@ClassicArlington.com
1400 E I-20
Arlington, TX 76018

CADILLAC
Crest Cadillac
Moritz of North Arlington

CHEVROLET
Bankston Chevrolet of Dallas
Moritz Chevrolet of Fort Worth

“Q” Chevrolet
See Our Ad

Reliable Chevrolet
Ray Hu�nes Chevrolet, Inc.
Stonebriar Chevrolet

Thompson Group at 
Classic Chevrolet
Timothy Lynch
817-410-1565
Timothy@ClassicFleet.com
1101 W. Hwy. 114
Grapevine, TX 76051

Vandergri� Chevrolet

CHRYSLER, JEEP, DODGE
Dallas Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep
Don Davis Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep
Moritz Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge
“Q” Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram
 See Our Ad

FIAT
“Q” Fiat of Dallas
 See Our Ad

FORD, LINCOLN, MERCURY
Bankston Ford of South Fort Worth

Don Davis Ford, Lincoln, Mercury
Park Cities Ford, Lincoln, Mercury
Sam Pack's Five Star Ford - 
Carrollton

Sam Pack’s 
Five Star Ford NRH
See Our Ad
Southwest Ford, Inc.

HONDA
David MacDavid Honda of Irving
Frank Kent Honda
Freeman Honda
Lute Riley Honda
McDavid Honda of Frisco
Huggins Honda
See Our Ad
John Eagle Honda of Dallas
Lute Riley Honda
McDavid Honda of Frisco
Vandergri� Honda

HYUNDAI
Dallas Hyundai
Hu�nes Hyundai
Randall Noe’s Rockwall Hyundai
Vandergri� Hyundai

INFINITY
Crest Cadillac, In�nity

KIA
Central Kia of Irving
Central Kia of Plano
See Our Ad

Moritz Kia of Fort Worth

LEXUS
Park Place Lexus of Plano

MAZDA
Hiley Mazda of Hurst

MERCEDES
Park Place Motorcars

Mercedes of Grapevine

MITSUBISHI, SUZUKI
Southwest Mitsubishi/Suzuki

NISSAN
Bankston Nissan Dallas
Don Davis Nissan
Trophy Nissan

TOYOTA, SCION
Don Davis Toyota-Scion
Freeman Toyota
Metroplex Toyota
Patt Lobb Toyota of McKinney
Toyota of Dallas

Toyota of Fort Worth
Toyota of Irving 

VOLKSWAGEN
Boardwalk Volkswagen
Boardwalk Volkswagen Richardson

Boardwalk 
Volkswagen 
Park Cities Dallas
See Our Ad
Metro Volkswagen
McKinney Volkswagen
Rusty Wallis Volkswagen

University Professor tops the list of least 
stressful careers for 2013, according to a new 
report on the least and most stressful profes-
sions by CareerCast.com. The report ana-
lyzed 200 different professions, measuring 
work environment, job competitiveness and 
risk to determine the rankings.

“The field’s high growth opportunities and 
minimal health risks in a low-stress, pleasant 
work environment makes the job of Univer-

sity Professor the envy of many career pro-
fessionals,” said Tony Lee , publisher, Career-
Cast.com. Universities are expected to add 
305,700 adjunct and tenure-track professo-
rial positions by 2020.

Seamstress/Tailor earned second place on 
the least stressful jobs for 2013 for its low 
safety risks, limited physical demands and 
peaceful work environment. A handful of ca-
reers in the medical industry also made the 

10 least stressful rankings: Medical Records 
Technician, Medical Laboratory Technician, 
Audiologist and Dietitian. The healthcare in-
dustry is expected to be the highest growth 
sector in the next decade.

On the other end of the stress spectrum 
are the most stressful jobs: Enlisted Mili-
tary Personnel, Military General, Firefighter, 
Commercial Airline Pilot and Public Rela-
tions Executive. Soldiers’ lives are always at 

risk, but military officers, firefighters and pi-
lots are responsible for the well being of oth-
ers. No task could be more stressful than be-
ing responsible for other people’s lives.

Although not a dangerous career, Public 
Relations Executives need to be able to think 
and act quickly under stress. The profession 
lives in the public eye, and landing and keep-
ing a good job is difficult.  

Source: CareerCast.com

University professor, seamstress, medical records tech top list of least stressful jobs
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Jerry was the kind of guy you love 
to hate. He was always in a good 
mood and always had something 
positive to say. When someone 
would ask him how he was doing, 

he would reply, 
“If I were any 
better, I would be 
twins!” 

He was a 
unique manager 
because he had 
several waiters 
who had followed 
him around from 
restaurant to res-
taurant. The rea-
son the waiters 
followed Jerry 
was because of 

his attitude. He was a natural mo-
tivator. If an employee was having a 
bad day, Jerry was there telling the 
employee how to look on the posi-
tive side of the situation.

Seeing this style really made me 
curious, so one day I went up to Jer-
ry and asked him, “I don’t get it! You 
can’t be a positive person all of the 
time. How do you do it?” Jerry re-
plied, “Each morning I wake up and 
say to my self, Jerry, you have two 
choices today. You can choose to be 

in a good mood or you can choose 
to be in a bad mood. I choose to be 
in a good mood. Each time some-
thing bad happens, I can choose to 
be a victim or I can choose to learn 
from it. I choose to learn from it. 
Every time someone comes to me 
complaining, I can choose to accept 
their complaining or I can point out 
the positive side of life. I choose the 
positive side of life.”

“Yeah, right, it’s not that easy,” I 
protested. “Yes it is,” Jerry said. “Life 
is all about choices. When you cut 
away all the junk, every situation is a 
choice. You choose how you react to 
situations. You choose how people 
will affect your mood. You choose 
to be in a good mood or bad mood. 
The bottom line: It’s your choice 
how you live life.” 

I reflected on what Jerry said. 
Soon thereafter, I left the restaurant 
industry to start my own business. 
We lost touch, but often thought 
about him when I made a choice 
about life instead of reacting to it.  

So how will you choose to act 
today? 

Take care and “I will see you in 
the terminals!”

For more information, visit 
www.dfwchapel.org. $69* D.I.V.O.R.C.E 

 
CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
● DWI / Suspended License 
● All Warrants 
● 24 Hour Jail Release 
● Occupational License 
● Protective Order 
● Misdemeanor / Felony Cases 

FAMILY LAW 
● Divorce / Annulment 
● Child Support / Paternity 
● Custody Modification 
● Restraining Order 
● Protective Order 
● Name Change / Adoption 
● Domestic Violence 

 
Easy Payment Plans 
Law Offices of Vincent Ndukwe 
2730 N. Stemmons Frwy 
#409, Dallas 75207 

214-638-5930 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 

1420 N. Cooper St., #112 
Arlington, TX 76010 

817-277-0196 
 

866-446-1400 
 

*Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case, if you qualify.  Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Juvenile Cases 
Child  Protective 

Services/CPS 

Se Habla Espanol 
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Airlines for America (A4A) 
recently named former Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Assistant Administrator for Avia-
tion Policy, Planning and Envi-
ronment, and commercial airline 
pilot Dan Elwell as Senior Vice 
President, Safety, Security and Op-
erations. Elwell joins A4A from the 
Aerospace Industries Association 
(AIA), where he was Vice Presi-
dent of Civil Aviation, responsible 
for monitoring domestic and inter-
national civil aviation policy, and 
legislative and regulatory activity 
for the U.S. aerospace manufactur-
ing industry.

At A4A, Elwell will lead the 
advancement of the airline indus-
try’s reputation for safety excellence 
while focusing on streamlining sys-
tem operations to improve efficien-
cy. Elwell will also serve as a liaison 
on safety, security and operations 
issues with governmental agen-
cies, including the Departments 
of Transportation and Homeland 
Security, FAA and Transportation 
Security Administration.

“Dan is uniquely qualified for 

this role at A4A, with an un-
matched combination of opera-
tional, government and policy ex-
perience,” said A4A President and 
CEO Nicholas Calio. “He is highly 
regarded with strong relationships 
in the airline industry, on the Hill 
and within the Administration, 
and will be a key advocate as we 
work to advance a National Airline 
Policy and continue to improve the 
efficiency of the air transportation 
management system.”

Prior to joining AIA, Elwell was 
FAA Assistant Administrator for 
Aviation Policy, Planning and En-
vironment, responsible for develop-
ment and implementation of U.S. 
aviation policy, near- and long-term 
forecasting and planning, and the 
FAA environmental research and 
regulatory division.

Elwell also served as Manag-
ing Director of International and 
Government Affairs with Ameri-
can Airlines, where he worked with 
Departments of Transportation and 

State on bilateral and multilateral 
aviation negotiations and interna-
tional alliances. Elwell is a former 
Captain with American Airlines, 
rated to fly

DC-10, MD-80 and B-767 air-
craft. Elwell is a retired Lieutenant 
Colonel with the U.S. Air Force, 
having flown combat missions in 
Operation Desert Storm, and is a 
graduate of the United States Air 
Force Academy with a degree in in-
ternational affairs.

“I am pleased to join a very 
dynamic team at A4A, which is 
clearly focused on addressing the 
infrastructure, regulatory and tax 
changes needed to improve the fly-
ing experience for customers and 
shippers,” Elwell said. “I look for-
ward to leveraging my career in the 
airline industry to continue to im-
prove what is today our safest mode 
of transportation.”

Elwell will report to Calio, and 
joins A4A on Feb. 1.

Source: Airlines for America

Airlines for America names Dan Elwell as
Senior VP for Safety, Security & Operations

By becoming a part of the nonprofit Arbor Day 
Foundation, new members will receive two white flow-
ering dogwoods, two flowering crabapples, two Wash-
ington hawthorns, two American redbuds and two 
golden raintrees.

“These beautiful trees will give your home in Texas 
lovely flowers with pink, yellow and white colors,” said 
John Rosenow, founder and chief executive of the Ar-
bor Day Foundation. “These trees are perfect for large 
and small spaces, and they will provide food and habi-
tat for songbirds.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time 
for planting, between February 1 and May 31, with 

enclosed planting instructions. The 6- to 12-inch tall 
trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be replaced 
free of charge. 

Members will also receive a subscription to the 
Foundation’s bimonthly publication, Arbor Day, and 
The Tree Book, which includes information about tree 
planting and care.

To become a member of the Foundation and to 
receive the free trees, send a $10 contribution to Ten 
Free Flowering Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Ar-
bor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by January 31, 
2013. Texas residents can also join online at arborday.
org/january.

Celebrate the New year with 10 free flowering trees
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Most days Sheila McBride ar-
rives at work to find sick plants 
scattered about. She loves that.

“People come in to find out what 
is wrong with their plants, and we 
help them out,” said McBride, diag-
nostician at the Texas Plant Disease 
Diagnostic Lab in College Station.

The lab, part of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, han-
dles up to 2,000 samples a year, ac-
cording to Dr. Kevin Ong, director.

“This plant clinic started off 
in 1956 solely to support county 
AgriLife Extension agents in help-
ing farmers, but over the years that 
has changed,” Ong said. “We still 
use the Extension mission to serve 
the people of Texas, but we now 
have a big group of samples that 
come in from the growers and pro-
fessional landscapers, arborists and 
homeowners.”

For McBride, the daily challenge 
comes from opening boxes from 
mail services or accepting samples 
in person, then carefully examin-
ing the leaves, stems, branches and 
roots to determine why a plant is 
sick.

“I have to look at each sample 
and decide in my diagnostic mind 
how I am going to treat it,” she 
said. “My number one best friend 
is my microscope. Probably about 
80 percent of the plants that come 
in I can diagnose using my micro-
scope. There are specialized spores 
that I can see … and that will lead 

me to find out what’s causing the 
problem.”

And the most typical sample the 
lab receives? Turfgrass from home-
owners wanting to correct problems 
in their yards.

The plant clinic uses a variety of 
other methods to diagnose prob-
lems if the source isn’t determined 
under the microscope, she said. 
Sometimes plant samples are put in 
a specialized medium to see what 
grows. Other times a polymerase 
chain reaction is used to look for 
organisms that cannot be observed 
by microscope.

McBride said she also likes to 
educate people about plant diseases 
and provide tips and advice about 
curing or preventing illnesses in 
plants.

Information on how to get a di-
agnosis for a sick plant can be found 
at http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/.

McBride offers these tips for 
sending samples.

If possible, send a whole plant. “I 
like to see the leaves, the stems, the 
roots, the whole picture,” she said. 
“In fact, send pictures as well, if you 
can,” McBride said.

Trees obviously can’t be shipped 
intact, but send more than a leaf. A 
branch would be good. “Individuals 
see that a leaf turns yellow and so 
they just send us a leaf,” she said. 
“But we need more than that to get 
the full picture.”

Don’t add water to the sample or 

make it wetter than it already is.
Send samples fresh. 
“Don’t let a sample sit in a ve-

hicle for four days in 100 degree 
weather,” she said.

Among her favorite diagnoses is 
“fire fungus” after the Bastrop fires 
in 2011 and a palm tree disease that 
appeared for the first time in Texas.

“After the fires, people started 
seeing an orange fungus growing 
all over the trees,” McBride said. 
“The people around Bastrop were 
worried that it would be harmful to 
humans, their pets or the wildlife.”

She said the lab performed a 
series of tests – from isolating and 
growing the fungi to DNA analysis 

and classical morphological identi-
fication to determine it was a harm-
less Pezizomycete – similar to some 
fungi that appeared after the 1980 
eruption of Mount St. Helens.

The palm tree disease, she said, 
was identified in the lab and now 
is being confirmed by attempting 
to infect healthy baby palm trees 
growing in the lab in order to watch 
the disease progression and prove it 
is killing palms.

The plant clinic tries to provide 
for each sample not only a diagno-
sis but some recommendations for 
control.

“And I also try to give them just 
a little bit of information as far as 

the actual pathogen and what it 
does,” she said.

The cost for the diagnosis and 
recommendations is $35 for in-
state samples or $55 for samples 
from outside of Texas.

“The interaction we have with 
plant owners gives us the oppor-
tunity to provide them with in-
formation and teach them how to 
take care of plants,” Ong added. “If 
a disease problem is caught early, 
then action may be taken to prevent 
further loss and in fact save quite a 
bit of money. Also we benefit from 
healthier plants or even a readily, 
available food supply.”

Source: Texas A&M University System

Inert Ordnance and Grenades 
Etc. – A WWII era inert bazooka 
round was discovered in a checked 
bag at Chicago O’Hare (ORD).

Five inert/novelty grenades were 
discovered at four different airports 
this week. Two in checked baggage 
at Denver (DEN), and one each 
in checked baggage at Tri-cities 
(TRI), and Ontario (ONT). One 
grenade was discovered in a carry-
on bag inside of an ammo can at 
Manhattan (MHK).

An inert M-60 fuse igniter was 
detected in a carry-on bag at Tam-
pa (TPA).

Submachine BB Gun – A gas op-

erated automatic bb machine gun 
was discovered at Newark (EWR). 

Items in the Strangest Places 
– A knife was discovered in a bag 
at Dulles (IAD). It had been sewn 
into the lining.

A bladed multi-tool was dis-
covered concealed in a package of 
socks at Albuquerque (ABQ).

A knife was discovered at Bur-
bank (BUR) concealed underneath 
the lining of a bag between the 
handle and wheels.

A belt buckle knife was discov-
ered at San Francisco (SFO).

What Not to Say at an Airport 
– A passenger at Portland (PDX) 

told the officer checking his ID that 
he had a bomb in his cell phone.

A Denver (DEN) passenger in 
the gate area was overheard on his 
cell phone stating: “I am going to 
blow up the plane.”

Stun Guns – Eleven stun guns 
were discovered this week in a car-
ry-on bags around the nation: Two 
at San Francisco (SFO), and one 
each at Columbia (CAE), Orlando 
(MCO), Monroe (MLU), San Jose 
(SJC), Baltimore (BWI), Salt Lake 
City (SLC), San Francisco (SFO), 
Denver (DEN), Reagan Washing-
ton National (DCA). 

Source: The TSA Blog - http://blog.tsa.gov

Visalakshi Rao Vallury, M.D., Ph.D.

MEDICAL

SURGICAL
and

ofCLINIC
IRVING

Specializing in Family Practice
✦ University of Illinois College of Medicine 
James Scholar Program for Independent Study

✦ Mt. Sinai Family Practice Residency of Chicago, Illinois
Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

✦ Board Certified, American Academy of Family Physicians

✦ Fluent in English and Telugu

2021 N. MacArthur Blvd. Suite 325 Irving TX 75061

972-253-4343Call today to schedule 
an appointment! 

TSa WeeK IN revIeW

WWii era inert bazooka round found at Chicago o’hare

Owners of sick plants find help at unique Texas A&M clinic
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East Buffet
Fresh salads, fruits, America’s favorite
Chinese food, cocktail shrimp, soup, 
dessert, ice cream...

• Party Room For Up To 100 People
• Senior Discount 10%
• FREE Birthday Buffet!
      (Valid only on birthdate with one or more guests present.)

Drive 5 minutes...  Get fresh food every day!
4023 West Airport Frwy • Irving
972-659-8999 • fax 972-659-8933

Irving Rambler
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had families and I was just single, I said, ‘I’ll 
go fly your trip.’ And the next day they flew, 
and they didn’t come back. That’s the way it 
works. 

“Mostly from that time, I remember the 
cold. But the fear of the flight didn’t seem 
to enter my mind. It was kind of exciting to 
fly those missions. There was a lot of fun in-
volved. But I never really thought about how 
I could get killed doing these things. I could 
have been killed doing the things I did, and I 
don’t know why I did some of them. 

“I was 18 and a half years old. I enjoyed 
flying and the excitement. But I was too 
dumb to think of the consequences of what 
I was getting into. I’d just go ahead and do it, 
and not even think about it. That is how wars 
are won, by the young people who don’t have 
good brains, who just kind of do things and 
don’t think about consequences. 

“I’ve been extremely lucky. I’m a God fear-
ing person, and God’s in control. He was with 
me all the time I was over there.”

“You had an angel flying with you, too,” 
Raymond Landtroop, a pilot for the 389th 
Bomb Group, added, laughing.

“On my fourth mission we went to Saar-
brücken,” Raymond said. “That was the larg-
est railroad marshalling yard in Germany. We 
had a shell that went through our left wing 
and didn’t explode. If it had of, I wouldn’t be 
here. Normally, they did explode.

“Anyway, I bombed that place five times. 
About every two weeks we’d go hit it. They’d 
rebuild it, we’d go over and tear it out. They’d 
rebuild it, we’d tear it out. Any time a train 
wanted to go from one side of Germany to 
the other, they had to go through Saarbrück-
en. So if we kept it tore up, they couldn’t go.”

“Our other targets were ball bearing facto-
ries and machinery factories,” J.D. Morrison, 
an aircraft mechanic with the 492nd Bomb 
Group, said.

“We bombed a synthetic oil refinery in 
Poland,” Raymond said. “That was a long 
way over there. We clobbered it good. Smoke 
came up to 20,000 feet then leveled off, be-
cause the wind was blowing. I guess. That’s 
the only time I ever went to Poland.” 

Little did I know I had met a real life ce-
lebrity. Don McClelland served during the 
war with actor Jimmy Stewart.

“I flew tail gunner for Jimmy Stewart, he 
was the pilot,” Don said. “I was part of his 
crew. He was 34 years old when he was flying. 
I was only 18. One time I said, ‘What’s an old 
man like you doing flying these missions?’ He 
said, ‘You watch your mouth, boy. Don’t be 
talking to me like that. You don’t treat me like 
an old man. I can do just as good as you can.’

“He was very friendly and very intelligent. 
He was in the Chief of Staff Division, so he 
helped plan the missions the night before. 
Everyone liked him. If you got in trouble and 
you had to tell him your story, you’d better 
be truthful. If he caught you lying, he had no 
use for you. 

“After the war, he went back to movies. 
You’ve probably seen It’s a Wonderful Life. 
That was one of the best ones he made. 

“He lived in a neighborhood with Doris 
Day on one side and Lucille Ball on the other 
side. But when [his wife] Gloria died, he said 
his life was over. He went into hibernation. 
So he just lived upstairs in his big house. He 
was very reluctant to allow people to come 
pay him visits. But I was one he’d allow to 
come visit. We were good friends. 

“I had a lot of respect for Jimmy Stewart, 
because he wanted to do his part during the 
war.”

Sitting further down the table, the sons of 

the World War II veterans, pilots and veter-
ans themselves, discuss their fathers.

“I worry about their stories being lost,” 
Larry Landtroop said. “Dad has kind of kept 
a record of his missions. We are putting to-
gether a ‘diary’ if you will, so hopefully we will 
have a whole diary of what he did.” 

“Just listening to them talk is so amazing,” 
Billy Jack Davis, a friend and Army veteran, 
said.

“When they did all this, about half of 
them were teenagers, and the rest were in 
their 20s,” Wally Gray said. His father, Col. 
Howard W. Gray joined the Army Air Corps 
in 1935 and was assigned to the Training 
Command 2nd Air Force during WWII. 
Col. Gray is a deceased member of the group. 
“They were just young guys.”

“You couldn’t get a guy today to go on that 
many missions that dangerous,” Billy Jack 
said. “He wouldn’t do it.” 

“Twenty five percent of those in the 8th 
Air Force who flew missions came back,” 
Larry said. “Seventy-five percent of them 
were either shot down and captured or killed.”

“It was more dangerous to be in the 8th 
Air Force than it was to be a Marine on Iwo 
Jima,” Billy Jack said. “They would go out on 
a 1000 plane mission and lose 10 percent. 
That is 100 airplanes with 10 men on an air-
plane - that is 1000 guys gone in one day.” 

“There were over 250,000 lost in the 8th 
Air Force,” Larry said.

“Just letting them talk about this, you see 
smiles all around. We are glad we were able 
to make these guys’ Christmas. They may not 
get a chance to do this again,” he added.

“We want everyone to know how proud 
we are of them, of what they did and the risks 
they took,” Billy Jack said. 

“If it wasn’t for them, we might be speak-
ing German now,” Larry said. 

veterans
Continued from Page1

Photo by John Starkey

During their own ‘Breakfast of Champions,’ Don McClelland, his grandson Madison Jeter, Raymond Landtroop, 
his son Larry Landtroop, J.D. Morrison and his son Dave Morrison (lft to rt) spend the morning discussing the 
memories of the men who flew in and maintained B-24 Liberators during WWII.
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Harston Woods is ideally located on Trinity 
Blvd directly between Dallas and Fort Worth.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

❖ H.E.B. Exemplary Schools
❖ Customer Focused Staff
❖ Fitness Center
❖ Sparkling Pool
❖Clubhouse

❖ Playground 
❖ Picnic Area
❖ Pet Friendly
❖  Storage Shed and 
Appliances Included!

3 BEDROOM HOMES 
Up to 1700 sq. ft.
4 BEDROOM HOMES
Up to 2000 sq. ft.
Home & Site Payment 
from $960/mo.*O

W
N

License #MHDRET00036197. Offers available for applications dates between 1/1/2013 and 1/31/2013 and with approved credit. Financing 
terms 10% down payment, 7.5% int. rate, 15 yr. loan. Home must be purchased from KCWS Homes LLC and close by 2/15/2013. RMLO 
Number 309597. 9606 N, Mopac Express Way, Suite 500, Austin TX 78759. Please see sales rep for details. 

10920 Harston Woods Dr.
Euless TX 76040

Financing 
Available! No 
application 
fees! Se Habla 
Español. 

FEATURED HOME

CELEBRATE 2013 WITH A NEW HOME!!

This gorgeous home offers 3 bedrooms 2 baths, 1900 
square ft. Spacious living room with wood burning 
fireplace and formal dining. Island kitchen with appli-
ances included & breakfast bar. Master bath features 
double vanity, garden tub and separate shower. 10X10 
storage shed, off street 2 car parking pad and much more 

FOR ONLY $45,900!!  (ref #110)

The U.S. Department of Trans-
portation closed 2012 with fines 
against two airlines for violating 
federal rules that limit how long an 
aircraft with passengers aboard may 
be delayed on the tarmac. DOT 
fined Copa Airlines of Panama 
$150,000 and Virgin America Air-
lines $55,000 and ordered the carri-
ers to cease and desist from further 
violations. 

The Copa and Virgin America 
orders were the final enforcement 
actions taken last year by the De-
partment’s Aviation Enforcement 
Office. During 2012, the Depart-
ment issued 49 consent orders for 
consumer rule violations and as-
sessed $3,610,000 in fines, exceeding 
the previous record of 47 orders and 
$3,264,000 in fines issued in 2011. 

“This Administration believes 
that consumers have the right to 
be treated fairly when they fly,” said 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood. “Our tarmac rules are 
meant to prevent passengers from 
being trapped in aircraft on the 

ground for hours on end, and we 
will continue to work with airlines 
and airports to make sure that air 
travelers are treated with the re-
spect they deserve before, during 
and after their flights.”

Airlines may not allow tarmac 
delays longer than three hours on 
domestic flights and four hours 
on international flights at U.S. air-
ports without giving passengers 
an opportunity to leave the plane. 
Exceptions to the time limits are 
allowed only for safety, security, or 
air traffic control-related reasons.  
In addition, if a flight is delayed at 
the gate and passengers are able to 
leave the plane, the carrier must an-
nounce the opportunity to deplane 
30 minutes after the scheduled de-
parture time and every 30 minutes 
afterward. 

The Department found that 
Copa left passengers stranded 
aboard an aircraft at New York’s 
JFK Airport for five hours and 
34 minutes on June 22, 2012 on a 
flight bound for Panama. Passen-

gers were not offered food until 
more than four hours into the delay, 
although DOT rules call for air-
lines to provide food and drinking 
water no later than two hours after 
leaving the gate. 

Copa also failed to report the 
tarmac delay to the Department 
as required, and DOT found out 

about the delay only after two con-
sumers filed complaints with the 
Department. In addition, Copa’s 
contingency plan for tarmac de-
lays, posted on its website, failed 
to include a number of assurances 
required by DOT rules, including 
that it would notify passengers dur-
ing a delay at the gate if they may 

leave the aircraft.
Virgin America was fined for 

failing to notify passengers in an 
aircraft delayed at the gate for two 
hours and 16 minutes at Chicago’s 
O’Hare Airport on July 18, 2012, 
that they could leave the aircraft 
prior to its departure for San Fran-
cisco. 

DOT issues two fines against passenger carriers for tarmac delays

wreckage and transported him to 
the first of many prisoner of war 
camps he would see during the re-
mainder of the war. While at these 
camps he was often beaten, inter-
rogated and nearly starved. 

After approximately 20 months 
as a POW, Boyington was rescued 
and returned to the United States 
where President Harry S. Truman 
decorated him with the Medal of 
Honor and Navy Cross.

The late President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt had awarded Boyington 
the Medal of Honor during his 
captivity, and the medal was held 
at the Capitol until he could he re-
ceive it.

As stated in the citation, he was 
also commended for his outstand-
ing leadership abilities: “Under his 
brilliant command, our fighters 
shot down 20 enemy craft in the 
ensuing action without the loss of 
a single ship. A superb airman and 
determined fighter against over-
whelming odds, Major Boying-
ton personally destroyed 26 of the 
many Japanese planes shot down 

by his squadron and, by his forceful 
leadership, developed the combat 
readiness in his command which 
was a distinctive factor in the Al-
lied aerial achievements in this vi-
tally strategic area.” 

Boyington retired Aug. 1, 1947, 
as a colonel. 

During his time in and out of 
the service, the Medal of Honor 
and Navy Cross recipient left his 
mark on the Corps. It is that same 
dedication to duty and fighting 
spirit that continues to uphold the 
legacy of Marine Corps aviation.

Maj. Gregory “Pappy” Boyington,
commanding officer of Marine Fighter
Squadron 214, photo circa 1943-1944.
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    * APR is Annual Percentage Rate and is accurate as of 11/01/12. All rates are subject to change without notice. Loans are subject 
to Approval and AA Credit Union lending guidelines. Members must be in good standing. No rate discounts or offers apply 
other than the loyalty rate discount of .25%, an additional .25% off qualifying APR with Direct Deposit to an AA Credit Union 
Jet, Flagship, Priority or Ascend Checking Account and Enterprise Buy Down offer if applicable. 1.49% APR as shown includes 
these two rate discounts on a 36-month term new vehicle loan. 1.49% is not valid on used vehicle loans or on refinanced 
loans. On an $18,000 auto loan with no down payment and a 36-month term at 1.74% APR, the approximate monthly 
payment would be $513.52. Qualifying rates are based on collateral, term, down payment and creditworthiness.

 ** Owner Rewards Direct Deposit Discount applies when you fund a new or used auto, boat, plane, or RV and set up Direct 
Deposit into your Jet, Flagship, Ascend or Priority Checking. Loyalty Discount applies to qualified loans with prior lending 
history with AA Credit Union. Not all loans are eligible. Loans are subject to AA Credit Union lending guidelines. Maximum 
Owner Rewards discount is .50% APR. Ask the Credit Union for more details.

 *** This offer is a buy down. The .50% APR off your qualifying interest rate offer can be used in addition to other AA Credit 
Union qualifying discounts. Offer valid only if you purchase a vehicle from Enterprise Car Sales and finance it with AA Credit 
Union. The amount of the buy down will not affect the price of the vehicle. Contact a loan officer for more details. Void where 
prohibited by law. American Airlines Federal Credit Union does not assume any responsibility or liability for any purchases or 
promotions made by a third party. The “e” logo is a trademark of Enterprise Holdings, Inc. © 2012 Enterprise Car Sales.

 AA Credit Union is a registered trademark of American Airlines, Inc.

APPLY TODAY!
Call:  
(800) 533-0035

Online:  
CAARS.org

Visit:  
A branch near you

Your membership  
is the key to a 

great auto loan!

SAVE up to .50% off dealer pricing when you  
get GAP Insurance 1 or an Extended Vehicle  
Warranty 2 with us.

SAVE up to .50% APR off with  
our Owner Rewards discounts.**

SAVE .50% APR off your interest  
rate with your car purchase  
from Enterprise Car Sales  
and finance with us.***

Fall in love with our  
Auto Loan Rates. 
Get a New or Used vehicle,  
or Refinance your vehicle  
and SAVE.

•  Terms up to 84 months

•   100% financing available

SAVE 
with Rates  
as low as with qualifying discounts.

1.49  

Hurry, this limited-time rate  
reduction ends January 31, 2013

12_5662 AD-DFWpeople 4.1x10.875 PRINT 1207

PolICe rePorT

n Public Intoxication
December 24, 1:50 p.m.

Officers were dispatched to Terminal B, Gate 
16 in reference to a possible intoxicated person 
described as a male, wearing gray sweatpants, 
red shirt and black tennis shoes. They found a 
person matching that description slouched in a 
chair. The gate agent said the man had been up, 
staggering in the gate area, and he almost fell 
on top of another passenger. She said he would 
not be permitted to board an aircraft due to his 
intoxication.To speak to the officer, the man 
attempted to straighten up in his chair, but his 
hand slipped on the armrest.  He could not tell 
which item in his wallet was his identification. 
He smelled of an alcoholic beverage. He was 
placed under arrest for Public Intoxication. 
n Criminal Trespass 
December 23, 12:57 a.m.

Officers were dispatchedto Terminal E, Entry 
35 in reference to a female who had been stay-

ing in the terminal for the past few days. An air-
port employee had supplied her with a cot dur-
ing that time. After waking, the woman said she 
flew into DFW Airport a few days ago from St. 
Louis to look for her son. She was unable to pro-
vide any details other than his first name. She 
said that hopefully she would go back to St. Lou-
is the next day. She said a church was helping to 
pay for her ticket, but she was unable to provide 
information about the church. When confronted 
with a Notice of Criminal Trespass Violation, she 
agreed to leave and said she could take DART to 
Dallas. She agreed to have officers take her to a 
DART Station. After going outside with her two 
bags, she decided not to go to the DART Station. 
Even though officers said her best option was to 
leave the terminals, she refused transport. She 
was given the option to ride with officers to the 
DART Station or be subject to arrest. When she 
turned to walk back into Terminal E, she was 
placed under arrest for Criminal Trespass.

n Public Intoxication
December 23, 5:16 p.m.

Officers responded toTerminal E, Gate 26 
about a disturbance on board an aircraft from 
Denver. A flight attendant said a passenger 
became agitated when an infant, seated on her 
mother’s lap, would not stop crying while the 
aircraft was in flight. The parents of the infant 
said they and the agitated lady had a small 
argument about child caring issues. When the 
infant did not stop crying, the angry woman 
flung her hands behind her seat with her middle 
finger out on each hand, and when she did, her 
fingers hit the infant on the head causing the 
infant to cry more. The infant did not show signs 
of trauma. While interviewing the angry lady on 
the jet bridge, officers smelled alcohol on her 
breath. She had glassy eyes and slurred speech. 
At one point, she lost her balance and fell over 
her carry-on bag. She was arrested for Public In-
toxication. The FBI was apprised of the incident. 

ian who performed the surgery. The 
vet also removed several abscessed 
teeth.

Thor’s path to salvation started 
when Teresa Downing, his foster 
mom, saw an ad on Craigslist about 
a month ago stating Thor and his 
sister would be left at the local 
pound if no one came to get them 
ASAP in Wasilla, AK. Downing 
drove 600 miles to pick up the sib-
lings. Thor was starving at only 46 
pounds even though he is a one-
year-old full-grown shepherd. 

Downing believes he survived 
by pushing bits of food into his 
mouth with his paw. She has since 
nursed him to a healthy 76 pounds.

With the help of Carol Falcetta, 
the director of the Arctic German 
Shepherd Rescue group, Downing 
searched for a surgeon who could 
help Thor and found Dr. Robert 
Runyan of the VCA Animal Hos-
pital in Rancho Cordova. Runyan 
had been in the local news for sav-
ing the life of Bodie, a Sacramento 
K9 officer, who was shot in the jaw 
and leg while on duty earlier this 
year.

Runyan agreed to perform the 
surgery at a fraction of the normal 
cost if the group could get Thor 
to Sacramento. The group raised 
$5,500 for his travel and surgery 
expenses through Facebook.

Falcetta then contacted Marilyn 
Romano, Alaska Airlines’ regional 

vice president for the state of Alaska, 
to see if the airline could help. Af-
ter a Fairbanks veterinarian advised 
it would be dangerous for Thor to 
fly in the cargo hold, Romano and 
Tim Thompson, manager of public 
affairs in Alaska, waived the normal 
ban on large, non-service dogs in 
the cabin for the two-leg flight to 
Sacramento. They also waived the 
normal pet fees.

Once the needs were com-
municated, Fairbanks employees 
and flight crews jumped into ac-
tion with service and compassion 
to make everything go smoothly, 
Romano said. “Johnny Carrillo 
(customer service agent) is the guy 
who checked in Thor and Teresa in 
Fairbanks and he was wonderful! I 
mean he was really wonderful,” Fal-
cetta wrote. 

“I think Thor touched a lot of 
lives,” Romano said. “Once we 
made the decision on how best to 

accommodate Thor, every employee 
who came in contact with him or 
helped with arrangements treated 
him and his foster mom with the 
best of care. Truly Alaska Spirit at 
work. This story has touched people 
all over the country and from Spain 
to South Africa. The work being 
done by Carol Falcetta and the 
Arctic German Shepherd Rescue is 
amazing.”

Upon landing in Seattle, Down-
ing said the lightly sedated puppy 
behaved well and slept through 
most of the flight, except when the 
food cart went by. He was happy 
and playful at the airport, and pa-
tiently allowed young children to 
approach and pet him.

As happy as he seemed with his 
locked jaw, the condition would 
have made life difficult for Thor, 
Falcetta said. 

“Thor is a survivor, but he could 
not continue his way of life much 
longer,” she said. “Thank you to 
everyone who has helped him get 
where he is today!”

Thor’s recovery is going so well 
that Downing and Thor flew back 
to Fairbanks on Jan. 3 again in the 
cabin because of his surgical su-
tures, Romano said. They had a four 
hour layover in Seattle. Once he has 
fully recovered from his surgery, he 
will be available for adoption, un-
less Downing decides she can’t let 
him go. 

With a smile like that, there’s 
likely to be a long list of potential 
loving owners.

Source: Alaska Airlines

Shepherd
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy Photo

Following the surgery which unlocked his 
jaw, Thor grins roguishly.
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1501 Tennis Dr.
Bedford, TX 76022
817-268-1357 
fax: 817-268-6528
leasing@courtsofbedford.com

COMMUNITY 
AMENITIES
■ 2 Sparkling Pools
■ 2 Tennis Courts
■ Gazebo with Barbeque                  
Grills and Picnic Area
■ Monthly Resident Events
■ 24 Hour Professional 
Emergency Maintenance
■ Pet Friendly Community
■ Mature Landscaping
■ Outside Storage
■ Community Fitness 
Membership at 
Stroud’s Fitness

APARTMENT
AMENITIES
■ Faux granite look 
countertops
■ Wood plank flooring
■ Brushed nickel accessories
■ Extra Storage
■ Walk-in Closets
■ Pantry
■ Mini Blinds
■ Disposals
■ Wall-to-wall Carpeting
■ Patio Balcony
■ Dishwasher
■ Frost-free Refrigerator

DFW airport employee 
discount of ½ off the deposit

NEWLY RENOVATED 
APARTMENT HOMES

Free gym membership 
upon move-in

    08167 XT • slliH dnalhciR htroN • evirD dnalyeW 8951
817• 498 • 9944

  F U L L Y  U P G R A D E D

   • BUILT-IN MICROWAVES

   • LG. WALK-IN CLOSETS 
   • SPACIOUS FLOOR PLANS

   • BLACK ON BLACK APPLIANCES 
   • FULL SIZE W/D CONNECTIONS

N e w l y  R e n o v a t e d  A p a r t m e n t  H o m e s

Your New Home Is Right Here At        
Whispering OaksWhispering Oaks

By Chris A Hale 
Over the course of the last 12 

years, I’ve had some unforgettable 
experiences around the world with 
my 20-year-old daughter, Amber. 
It’s been my policy to let her choose 
our destination, and she has never 
disappointed and has selected some 
truly magical places. A few months 
ago, she decided that for our next 
trip she wanted to go to China.

It was with some trepidation and 
fear of the unknown that I agreed 
and started preparing an excursion 
to Beijing, because she wanted to 
see the Great Wall. After acquiring 
the tourist visas for my wife Kim, 
Amber and myself, we were able to 
plan the expedition in earnest, and 
I began to really look forward to 
visiting such an exotic place. It had 
been more than three years since 
my last trip with Amber, and I was 
determined to do what I could to 
make a trip to China both memo-
rable and exciting.

On May 1, we arrived in Beijing 
and it didn’t take long before the 
three of us were convinced it was 
well worth any anxiety we may have 
felt. That is not to say, however, that 
we didn’t have difficulties.

Abandoning western thought 
was essential for our survival in 
the busy streets of Beijing. Visitors 
should keep in mind that the lines 
on the roads, which in America we 
call lanes, are merely guidelines for 
the Chinese drivers. We also found 
the crosswalks didn’t guarantee safe 
passage across the street because 
pedestrians don’t have the right of 
way. Several times we were almost 
brushed by city buses, vehicles of all 
kinds, and once even a police car.

Another difficulty for us was 
the quality of the air. I remember 
the news leading up to the Bei-

jing Olympics in 2008 about the 
smog being a major concern to 
the athletes. Apparently nothing 
has changed in four years. Getting 
satisfying breaths of oxygen was 
similar to gasping for air in high 
altitudes, and many of the Chinese 
wear face masks for this reason.

One last word of caution. Al-
though taxis are cheap and plenti-
ful, getting where you want to go 
is another story. Many of the street 
signs in Beijing have been in Eng-
lish characters since the Olympics, 
but taxi drivers don’t read them. 

Make sure to have your destination 
written down in Chinese characters 
to facilitate moving about the city. 
Also, there are many small streets or 
hutong neighborhoods that are not 
well marked, so be prepared with a 
more well known alternate address 
from which you can walk. With 
patience, pictures and many, many 
hand gestures, we managed to get 
where we needed to go.

We had reservations at what had 
to be one of the most charming 
hotels I’ve ever stayed in. Behind 

Visiting the Celestial Empire — our trip to China

Continued on next page

Photos courtesy of Chris Hale

Chris and Kim Hale stand atop the Great Wall of China, one of the wonders of the world.

Meeting people and making friends, Amber Hale spends time with a Chinese family.
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Classified 817-454-4050
Sales@DFWNewsFlash.com

EMPLOYMENT

DFW NewsFlash

Reach your target 
audience with 

classified ads in the

Advertising Sales 
Representative Needed
Seeking an energetic and self-motivated individual. Sales experience a 
plus.
 Requirements: 
	 •	Reliable	Transportation
	 •	Valid	Driver’s	License
	 •	Current	Auto	insurance
	 •	Good	Driving	Record
	 •	Positive	attitude	with	willingness	to	learn
	 •	Basic	computer	skills
Established accounts are available. Includes hourly rate plus commission.
Call RAMBLER NEWSPAPERS at 972-870-1992 for more information.

IB Stores, LLC (Irving, TX) 
seeks a General Manager to Supervise 

company daily operation activities of all the 
departments, Direct and coordinate activi-
ties of business with departments of pro-
duction, pricing, sales and distribution of 

products, Hire storage managers, Delegate 
the duties to the managers and coordinate 

the work assigned to them, Determines 
staffing requirements and directs manag-

ers to hire and train workers. Manage Pay-
roll. Master’s Degree and Travel Required. 

Apply to: IB Stores, LLC at
8600 N MacArthur Blvd. #102 Irving, TX 

75063.

CEMETERY PLOTS

Two of the best and Last
remaining Oak Grove Memorial Garden
lots in the tree shaded Vespers Section.

Both for $7,500.00 -
Call Larry @ 214-529-2499

Wangfujing Street (the Rodeo Drive of Beijing) is 
the nearly hidden oasis known as the Jingyuan Gar-
den Hotel. More than two centuries old, it was once 
a large one story residence with two huge, well mani-
cured courtyards in the middle. The house itself is now 
divided up into individual rooms for tourists and other 
visitors to stay.

Although European-style chain hotels are not in 
short supply, we wanted a more traditional experience, 
and the Jingyuan provided exactly that. Kim especially 
enjoyed mornings reading a book at a covered table in 
the courtyard with songbirds in pretty cages and Wis-
teria-covered pergolas shading the roses. We marveled 
at the peacefulness of the venerable building that lan-
guishes in the shadows of the skyscrapers that tower 
over the tiled pagoda roof of the hotel in all directions 
and the commotion of the bustling city only a few feet 
away.

A couple of hours north of Beijing is the less crowd-
ed and touristy section of the Great Wall that you can 
visit known as Mutianyu. At the bottom of a hill we 
boarded a cable car that took us up the hill to the wall. 
Honestly, I had never seen anything as impressive any-
where else in the world; at least nothing that was con-
structed by man. After walking across the top of the 
wall a little way, Kim and I sat down and waited for 
Amber to run up the incline to a watchtower more than 
a mile away. We looked around and marveled at just 
the one section of the 6,000-kilometer-long structure. 
It was easy to get swept away by the scenery and to 
imagine how life might have been for the many soldiers 
whose duty it was to guard the northern border.

Mao Zedong once said that unless you have climbed 
the Great Wall, you are not a real man. I’m very glad I 
was able to achieve that level of masculine maturity on 
my visit to China.

Almost as equally impressive as the wall is the For-
bidden City right in the heart of Beijing. From the 
outside, you can’t imagine how expansive it is until you 
purchase your ticket and enter through the gate. The 
Forbidden City covers an area of about 178 acres with 
a total floor space of approximately 1,600,000 square 
feet. It consists of 90 palaces and courtyards, 980 build-
ings and 8,704 rooms. The architecture is deeply sym-
bolic and intended to create an auspicious environment 
for its inhabitants.

Home of 24 imperial emperors between the Ming 
and Qing dynasties, the once imperial palace is now 
a thought-provoking museum of surviving treasures, 
thrones, gardens and incredible tiled art. We wandered 
for an hour through almost the entire complex look-
ing for a tiled wall depicting nine dragons. We finally 
found it in front of the Palace of Tranquil Longevity. 
Created in 1773, the screen is more than 96 feet long 
and 11 feet high and very cool.

Regrettably, we didn’t have time to visit the distant 
city of Xi’an and see the Terracotta Warriors, but we 
did see several of them, as well as some horses, in the 
National Museum of China on Tiananmen Square. 
Not quite the same experience as seeing hundreds of 
them lined up in excavated ditches, but it was still pro-

found and thrilling.
The Llama Temple was one of my favorite stops. The 

colorful artwork and architecture of the various build-
ings was really exciting to see. There were prayer wheels 
and places to burn incense outside and golden Bud-
dhas adorned with silk, flowers, food and gifts from the 
many kneeling worshippers on the inside. It was en-
couraging to us to see that their faith was still practiced.

We also saw the scenic Summer Palace with its 
beautiful man-made Kunming Lake. In the northwest 
corner of the water sits the Marble Boat, which actu-
ally never floated and is the reason why some refer to 
it as the land boat. It was constructed by order of an 
emperor’s wife at great expense with money that was 
intended for the imperial navy. The long, covered corri-
dor around the lake is painted with thousands of pasto-
ral scenes representing the four seasons; the incredible 
details on each painting are just riveting.

A stroll down the sacred way toward the mausole-
ums of the Ming Tombs was also rewarding. We walked 
between giant pairs of marble sentries, elephants, lions, 
dragons and mythological creatures guarding the path. 
At the end we patted the hind quarters of an enormous 
Bixi, or dragon-headed turtle, which the Chinese be-
lieve brings good luck.

On our last afternoon, we visited the Beijing Zoo 
just so Amber could see real pandas. The pandas were 
well taken care of but, by American standards, the rest 
of the zoo was a little depressing. Most of the other 
animals were in paddocks that were too small for their 
species. No trees, toys, and in some cases very little wa-
ter was available.

Our last stop before returning home was the enor-
mous Bei Hai Park just north of the Forbidden City. 
The Chinese are a very communal people, and it was 
so much fun to watch them dance and sing in full cos-
tume, do Tai Chi and play poker. We were thoroughly 
entertained to watch older masters of Chinese calligra-
phy practice and teach their art technique to younger 
students with large water brushes on the pavement.

Public dancing can be found everywhere in Beijing 
and on a nightly basis in front of the Catholic church 
near our hotel. Kim even participated after studying 
the steps for a few moments and fit right in; at least I 
can admit I wasn’t embarrassed.

China is an amazing place to visit. The food, well 
… I guess the best way to describe it kindly would be 
to say it was interesting. If scorpions or silk worms on 
a skewer are your idea of good food, then China is for 
you. As for me, I was grateful to return to America and 
have real Chinese food again. My wife, on the other 
hand, thought it was great.

Our visit to China was definitely a rewarding one. 
We enjoyed getting to know the people and their very 
different way of life. We hope to be able to go again 
soon to experience more of a fascinating country.

Chris Hale is an aviation maintenance technician for 
American Airlines who has traveled extensively with his 
family. In his spare time he writes novels inspired by places 
he’s been. Find out more about his books at www.Chrisa-
hale.com.

Originally published by the Deseret News.

China trip
Continued from previous page

REPORTER WANTED
 Rambler Newspapers has a general assignment reporter opening. We are seeking 
a versatile, experienced reporter who enjoys gathering information on newsworthy 
events and can write, produce and present fair, accurate and unbiased news stories as 
assigned. The successful candidate should be able to produce compelling, well-written 
stories about the people, events and businesses in the community. We are looking for a 
self-starter with ideas and the drive to get them done. Individuals must be able to type, 
use a computer and be able to read, write and speak English. 
 Successful candidate will have a commitment to quality; good organization and 
time management skills; and knowledge of the Internet. Must be motivated, creative and 
collaborative; able to take direction but also exhibit a high degree of self management; 
and able to respond quickly to opportunities as they arise. Candidates should have good 
writing, researching and interviewing skills and a good understanding of proper grammar, 
spelling and punctuation.  
 Possession of a valid driver’s license and access to transportation is also necessary. 
 Photography experience preferred but not necessary. Hours will vary. 
 Call (972) 870-1992
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RenukaBasavaraju,MD
RHEUMATOLOGY, ALLERGY

& IMMUNOLOGY
972-253-4370

Darlene Kurian,MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

Sharon Cebik,MD
INTERNAL MEDICINE

972-253-4265

SaimaRashid,MD
INTERNAL MEDICINE

972-253-4265

Ty Maddox,DO
INTERNAL MEDICINE

972-253-2500

Tammi M. Williams, MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

KarenHolland,MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

Helen Ramey,MD
RADIOLOGY

972-253-4315

Joan Kay,MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

Timothy Thomason, MD
OTOLARYNGOLOGY

972-253-4250

NatashaShannon,MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

Susan Straten,DO
RADIOLOGY

972-253-4315

GeraldEdelman,MD
HEMATOLOGY,
& ONCOLOGY

972-253-4245

RajivDattatreya, MD
ENDOCRINOLOGY

972-253-4380

Dennis Pangtay,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-2555

ChristopherM. Shelton,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-2515

VisalakshiVallury,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-4343

Jeffrey Mason,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-4375

Susan Heller, MD
PEDIATRICS

972-253-4300

AFTER HOURS
CLINIC AVAILABLE

Mon. - Fri. 5:00pm - 9:00pm,
Sat. and Sun. 9:00am - 4:00pm

with no appointment.
Same day appointments available.

Call and schedule your appointment
today. Lab and Radiology are available

Monday-Friday 7:30am - 5:30pm
(not available for “After Hours Clinic”)

** On-site lab & Radiology Services

We Care About
You and Your

Family!
Celebrating Over 55 Years of

Service to the citizens of Irving.

RoyWhitaker, MD
OPHTHALMOLOGY

972-253-2520
2001 N. MacArthur #425

CARDIOLOGY
ENDOCRINOLOGY
FAMILY PRACTICE

GASTROENTEROLOGY
HEMATOLOGY & ONCOLOGY

INTERNAL MEDICINE
NEUROLOGY

OBGYN
OPHTHALMOLOGY

OTOLARYNGOLOGY-ENT
PEDIATRICS
RADIOLOGY

RHEUMATOLOGY/
ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY

SURGERY
PODIATRY

Jenny Olivo,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-4395
3501 N. MacArthur #400

CristinaValdez,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-594-0100
3501 N. MacArthur #400

Jack Ireland,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-253-4215

2021 N. MacArthur
Irving, Texas

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

PatriciaMarroquin,MD
OBGYN

972-253-2530
6750 N. MacArthur #255

Jeffrey Fine, MD
GASTROENTEROLOGY

972-253-4205
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd #250

KarenBontia,MD
NEUROLOGY

972-253-4270
6750 N. MacArthur #250

John Maxey,MD
OBGYN

972-406-3000
6750 N. MacArthur Blvd #255

ConstanceZhou,MD
OTOLARYNGOLOGY

972-253-4205

AllanFurman,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-401-2335
6750 N. MacArthur #250

R. BernardRochon, MD
SURGERY

972-401-3102
6750 N. MacArthur #250

J. DouglasOverbeck, MD
CARDIOLOGY

972-253-2505
701 Tuscan Dr. #205

Hein“Henry”Pham,MD
FAMILY PRACTICE

972-401-2802
6750 N. MacArthur #250

Alex Garcia,DPM
PODIATRY

214-492-1970
800 W. Airport Frwy. #110


