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P r e f a c e

Today New Testament students are inundated with a virtual flood of research on Jesus and 
the Gospels. What does it mean for Jesus to be called God’s Son? Why did Jesus have to die? 
Did Jesus have female followers; if he did, what is their significance? What is a “Gospel”? 
Was Jesus a Cynic? (What is a Cynic?) How can we make sense of Jesus’ parables? Given the 
need for so much specialized background and knowledge, how do students and pastors even 
begin to tackle these questions, and others besides?

In recent decades some traditional viewpoints have been transformed, some overturned, 
others confirmed. New methodologies and approaches have been championed, some becom-
ing commonplace. New studies have helped us to appreciate better the perspectives of the 
Gospel writers, and they have brought into sharper relief the challenge of Jesus’ life and mes-
sage. Those studies have also grown more numerous and, in many cases, more technical.

How can undergraduate students, seminarians, people in professional ministry, leaders 
in local churches and other Christian organizations, even academic scholars, stay abreast of 
the range of contemporary study of Jesus and the Gospels? How can the fruit of vital study 
of Jesus and the Gospels in recent years help to animate our reading of and interaction with 
the Gospels?

When it first appeared some twenty years ago, the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels was 
concerned to address exactly these kinds of needs. This revision of the Dictionary follows 
the same path, though now with new content and up-to-date bibliographies, as well as a host 
of new contributors. Some ninety percent of the original material has been replaced, with 
most previous entries assigned to a fresh list of scholars. A number of new articles have been 
introduced, and a handful of articles from the first edition have been updated in light of 
ongoing research.

Like its predecessor, this revision of the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels provides stu-
dents with introductory discussions, comprehensive surveys and convenient bibliographies. 
For pastors and teachers it provides reliable and readable information. For theologians and 
biblical scholars it provides up-to-date reviews. People interested in Jesus and the Gospels 
can start here—and from here they will be led back with new insights and questions to the 
biblical texts themselves. And they may find themselves turning from one article to the 
next, and on to further studies, as they pursue their questions.

Articles in the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels treat questions arising from the Gos-
pels themselves, longstanding traditions of interpretation of Jesus and the Gospels, signifi-
cant background issues, and the range of methodological approaches used in Gospels study 
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today. These essays concentrate on Jesus and the Gospels, limiting their discussions to the 
needs of those who study, teach and expound the Gospels. Because of its narrow focus, the 
Dictionary consists of fewer entries than other one-volume dictionaries. This allows for 
greater depth of coverage and concentration than would normally be available.

When work began in the late 1980s on the first edition of the Dictionary of Jesus and the 
Gospels, New Testament scholarship informed by classical Christian faith was on the rise 
and had begun to make significant contributions to the discourse on Jesus and the Gospels. 
The landscape has changed since those days. In the intervening years, evangelical study 
spanning three generations of scholars has contributed to historical inquiry, to explorations 
of the particular contributions of each of the Gospel writers, and to reflection on the theo-
logical and ethical consequences of the fourfold Gospel. If interest in the historical Jesus in 
the popular media has waned somewhat since the 1990s, it remains no less crucial that 
critically responsible and theologically evangelical scholarship be placed in the hands of the 
larger church. In fact, to be evangelical and critical at the same time has been the object of 
the Dictionary.

We pray that the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels will be found useful to those prepar-
ing for and engaged in Christian ministry in all its forms—from the small group to the 
lecture hall, from the marketplace to the seminary, from the local church to the department 
of religious studies and beyond.

Joel B. Green
Jeannine K. Brown
Nicholas Perrin
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Ho w  t o  Us e  T h i s  D i c t i o n a r y

Abbreviations
Comprehensive tables of abbreviations for general matters as well as for scholarly, biblical and ancient literature 
may be found on pages xiii-xxiv.

Authorship of Articles
The authors of articles are indicated by their first initials and last name at the end of each article. A full list of 
contributors may be found on pages xxvii-xxxi, in alphabetical order of their last name. The contribution of 
each author is listed following their identification.

Bibliographies
A bibliography will be found at the end of each article. The bibliographies include works cited in the articles and 
other significant related works. Bibliographical entries are listed in alphabetical order by the author’s name, and 
where an author has more than one work cited, they are listed chronologically by publication date. In articles 
focused on the Gospels themselves, the bibliographies are divided into the categories “Commentaries” and 
“Studies.”

Cross-References
This Dictionary has been extensively cross-referenced in order to aid readers in making the most of material 
appearing throughout the volume. Four types of cross-referencing will be found:

1. One-line entries appearing in alphabetical order throughout the Dictionary direct readers to articles 
where a topic is discussed, often as a subdivision of an article:

ARAMAIC LANGUAGE. See Languages of Palestine.

2. An asterisk before a word in the body of an article indicates that an article by that title (or closely worded 
title) appears in the Dictionary. For example, “*jubilee” directs the reader to an article entitled JUBILEE. Aster-
isks typically are found only at the first occurrence of a word in an article. There are few cross-references to 
articles on the Gospels, since their presence within the Dictionary can be assumed. 

3. A cross-reference appearing within parentheses in the body of an article directs the reader to an article by 
that title. For example, (see God) directs the reader to an article by that title.

4. Cross-references have been appended to the end of articles, immediately preceding the bibliography, to 
direct readers to articles significantly related to the subject:

See also Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; Anti-Semitism; Israel; Judaism, Common. 

Indexes
Since most of the Dictionary articles cover broad topics in some depth, the Subject Index is intended to assist 
readers in finding relevant information on narrower topics that might, for instance, appear in a standard Bible 
dictionary. For example, while there is no article entitled “Peter,” the subject index might direct the reader to 
pages where Peter is discussed in the article on “Disciples and Discipleship.” 

A Scripture Index is provided to assist readers in gaining quick access to the numerous Scripture texts re-
ferred to throughout the Dictionary. 

An Articles Index found at the end of the Dictionary allows readers to review quickly the breadth of topics 
covered and select the ones most apt to serve their interests or needs. Those who wish to identify the articles 
written by specific contributors should consult the list of contributors at the front of the book, where the articles 
are listed under the name of each contributor. 

Transliteration
Greek and Hebrew have been transliterated according to the system set out on page xxv. 
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A
ABIDING
“Abiding” is the Johannine way of speaking of be-
lievers’ need to live their lives in close communion 
with Christ. Over half of the 118 NT occurrences of 
the word menō (“to abide” or “to remain”) are found 
in the Johannine corpus (40x in John’s Gospel and 
27x in the Johannine Epistles, compared with three 
references in Matthew, two in Mark and seven in 
Luke). Believers’ need to “abide” in Christ, in turn, is 
presented as part of John’s trinitarian mission theol-
ogy, according to which Jesus’ followers are taken up 
into the love, unity and mission of Father, Son and 
Spirit and charged to continue Jesus’ mission until 
he returns.

1. Old Testament Roots
2. “Abiding” in John’s Gospel
3. Affinities with Other New Testament 

Teaching and the Question of “Johannine 
Mysticism”

1. Old Testament Roots.
John’s teaching, for its part, builds on the OT teach-
ing that God “remains forever” (Ps 9:7), as do his 
authority, counsel and word (Ps 33:11; 102:12; Is 40:8). 
What is more, the Davidic offspring and his author-
ity will endure (Ps 89:36), and just as the new heav-
ens and the new earth will remain, the offspring and 
name of the faithful will last as well (Is 66:22). Build-
ing on this foundation, John teaches that Jesus, the 
*Son and the *Christ, remains forever (Jn 8:35; 
12:34), and that he will enable his followers to bear 
fruit that remains as long as they remain in him (Jn 
15:16).

More broadly, John’s “abiding” theology is part of 
the biblical trajectory of new-covenant theology, 
which promises a “new heart” and the presence of 
God’s *Spirit in the new-covenant community, 
cleansing believers both individually and corpo-
rately and enabling them to obey God’s *command-
ments (e.g., Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 11:19-20; 36:25-27) (see 

New Birth). Although this expectation will find its 
ultimate consummation in the eternal state (Rev 
21:3; cf. Lev 26:11-12), John makes clear that it is al-
ready a reality in the community of Spirit-indwelt 
believers in Jesus the Messiah.

2. “Abiding” in John’s Gospel.
Particularly in the first part of his Gospel John casts 
Jesus’ relationship with his followers as a typical 
first-century Palestinian rabbi-disciple relationship. 
Jesus is frequently and habitually addressed by his 
disciples and others as “rabbi” (Jn 1:38, 49; 3:2; 4:31; 
6:25; 11:8; 20:16), which indicates that Jesus’ contem-
poraries perceived him first and foremost as a Jewish 
religious *teacher. Accordingly, Jesus is shown to re-
late to his followers in keeping with the pattern ob-
served by first-century a.d. Jewish rabbis: teaching 
by example, verbal instruction and didactic actions 
(Jn 2:13-22; 13:1-17), and providing for and protecting 
those under his charge. The disciples’ relationship 
with Jesus involved living with him (Jn 1:39; 3:22) 
and following him wherever he went. They made in-
quiries regarding the significance of Jesus’ actions 
and engaged in extended dialogue with him, per-
formed acts of service (Jn 4:8; 6:5, 10, 12), and buried 
their deceased teacher.

In keeping with this characterization of Jesus’ re-
lationship with his disciples, Jesus in John’s Gospel, 
and here particularly in his *farewell discourse, 
urges his followers to remain (menō) faithful to him 
after his departure. Initially, “remaining with Jesus” 
had simply meant for Jesus’ first followers to spend 
the evening with Jesus (Jn 1:38-39). Yet already in 
John 6:56 the term occurs with a more comprehen-
sive connotation. In John 8:31 “remaining in Jesus” 
involves continual holding to his teaching. The ma-
jority of theologically significant instances of menō 
are found in John 14—15, with ten references in John 
15:4-10 alone. The disciples must abide in Jesus, in 
particular in his love, by obeying his command-
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ments (Jn 15:9-10). The vine metaphor in John 15 il-
lustrates the close-knit relationship that Jesus desires 
with his disciples (cf. Jn 10). The absence of the 
other wise ubiquitous word pisteuō (“to believe”) in 
John 15 suggests that “to remain” is the metaphorical 
equivalent of “to believe” in John’s Gospel (see Faith).

3. Affinities with Other New Testament Teaching 
and the Question of “Johannine Mysticism.”
John’s teaching on believers’ needing to remain in 
Christ finds little precedent in the Synoptic Gospels. 
The only thing said with regard to discipleship there 
is that Jesus’ followers are called to be “with Jesus” 
during his earthly ministry (Mk 3:14), and that they 
must continue to follow him until he returns (e.g., 
Mk 8:34; 13:13). John’s “abiding” theology fleshes out 
how believers will be able to sustain spiritual com-
munion with Christ subsequent to his *ascension. In 
its original setting—the farewell discourse, which is 
unique to John’s Gospel—Jesus is shown to prepare 
his followers for the period following his exaltation 
subsequent to the events surrounding the *crucifix-
ion (e.g., Jn 14:12, 28).

By speaking of believers’ need to remain in 
Christ, John is not espousing a form of Christian 
mysticism. To the contrary, a stark contrast obtains 
between the kind of mutual indwelling spoken of in 
John’s Gospel and the pagan notion of a person’s ab-
sorption into the divine as part of entering into 
some form of mystical spiritual communion. John’s 
theology of “abiding” does not involve an immer-
sion into a trancelike state or other forms of ecstasy. 
Instead, John speaks of remaining in Jesus’ teaching 
and of abiding in his love by remaining united with 
Jesus in and through the “other helping presence” 
(paraklētos), the *Holy Spirit, once Jesus has been 
exalted with God (Jn 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7).

See also Faith; Holy Spirit. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. I. de la Potterie, “L’emploi du 

verbe ‘demeurer’ dans la mystique johannique,” 
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A. J. Köstenberger

ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB
Jews and Christians regarded Abraham as the first 
Jew, and therefore it was incumbent on Jewish and 
Christian parties and sects to show how their par-
ticular communities, practices and beliefs were 
rooted in the patriarchal witness. The Gospels thus 
appropriate and interpret Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
both as a collective triad and as individuals. The pa-
triarchal triad appears in eschatological contexts. As 
the figure of Abraham is paradigmatic and thus con-
stitutive for construals of religious identity, Abra-
ham is presented as the father of Jewish Christian 
tradition. Allusions to Isaac identify him as a type of 
Christ. The figure of Jacob finds little mention as an 
individual, save for references to *Israel as a nation.

1. The Patriarchs in the Old Testament and 
Jewish Tradition

2. Matthew
3. Mark
4. Luke
5. John

1. The Patriarchs in the Old Testament  
and Jewish Tradition.
Whereas the OT portrays the divine covenants made 
with Adam and Eve and then Noah and his family as 
universal, the promises made to Abraham in Gene-
sis 12—25 concern the establishment of a covenant 
with a particular people through a particular line 
(though that covenant will have universal import 
[see Gen 12:3; 17:4-6, 16; 18:18; 22:18]). Beginning 
with Abraham, the line runs through his son Isaac 
and Isaac’s son Jacob, who receives the name “Israel,” 
whose sons become the twelve tribes. In the OT the 
patriarchal triad functions to bind the God of Israel 
and his covenant people together, as either party 
calls on the other to remember their covenant com-
mitments in times of distress (e.g., Ex 2:24) and in 
times of sin and rebellion (e.g., 2 Kings 13:23). Later 
tradition regards Abraham as the first Jew, who ei-
ther never committed idolatry (L.A.B. 4:16-17) or 
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who turned from it as the first proselyte to faith in 
the one true creator God of Israel (Jub. 11:16-17; 
Philo, Virt. 219; Her. 93-95; Josephus, Ant. 1.154-156; 
Apoc. Ab. 7-8; Gen Rab. 38:13). Abraham keeps the 
law’s festivals and ordinance of circumcision before 
Moses (Jub. 15:20-34; Philo, Abr. 3-6, 275-76; Mig. 
129-30; Josephus, Ant. 1.214; m. Ned. 3:11, t. Ned. 2:5; 
t. Ber. 6:12) as the one with whom God originally es-
tablished the covenant (Jub. 14:20; 15:1-20; 22:1, 10-
24; Pss. Sol. 9:9; 18:3; 4Q225 1, 4). Abraham is also an 
eschatological figure in some texts (Sib. Or. 2:245), 
while the legendary seven Maccabean brothers en-
during martyrdom under Antiochus  IV encourage 
themselves with the thought that the three great pa-
triarchs “will welcome us” upon the deaths that they 
suffer for the sake of the law (4 Macc 13:13-17).

2. Matthew.
Matthew’s Gospel evinces concern for true Abraha-
mic descent, establishes an Isaac typology and pres-
ents the patriarchal triad in eschatological contexts. 
R. Moberly contends that the Matthean Jesus is pre-
sented as the new Abraham, emulating the patri-
arch’s obedience.

2.1. Abraham in Matthew. Abraham is men-
tioned in the *genealogy (Mt 1:1-17) and in *John the 
Baptist’s words to the *Pharisees and *Sadducees 
(Mt 3:7-10). The Matthean genealogy begins with 
Abraham (Mt 1:2), suggesting to readers that the 
Gospel of Matthew is a particularly Jewish story. Sal-
vation history begins with Abraham and culminates 
in Jesus, Abraham’s ultimate heir and descendant 
(Mt 1:17). Through its references to the *Gentiles 
(e.g., Rahab in Mt 1:5; “the wife of Uriah” in Mt 1:6) 
the genealogy also provides hints of Gentile inclu-
sion that come to fuller fruition later in Matthew (cf. 
Is 9:1-2 in Mt 4:12-16; Is 42:1-4 in Mt 12:17-21), finally 
realized by Jesus after the *resurrection (Mt 28:16-
20), thus fulfilling the universal aspects of the divine 
promise to Abraham.

In Christian understanding incorporation into 
Abraham is crucial but is achieved through incorpo-
ration into Christ. Thus, in the Matthean story John’s 
warning that Abrahamic descent is insufficient (Mt 
3:7-10) is not merely concerned with the necessity of 
repentance and good works in general but particu-
larly with Jesus Christ, the coming one, “who will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with the fire” of 
the eschatological judgment (Mt 3:11-12).

2.2. Isaac in Matthew. Although Matthew’s Gos-
pel presents Isaac through the mechanism of allu-
sion alone, his figure is crucial for Matthean *Chris-
tology (Huizenga). Both the Jesus of Matthew and 

the Isaac of Jewish tradition are promised children, 
irregularly conceived, on whom depend the divine 
promises; beloved sons who go obediently to their 
sacrificial deaths at the hands of their respective fa-
thers at the season of Passover, at the location of the 
*temple, for salvific purposes (for Jewish interpreta-
tions of Isaac, see 2 Chron 3:1; Jub. 17:15—18:19; Jdt 
8:24-27; 4Q225 2 II, 4-10; Philo, Mut. 131; Det. 124; 
Somn. 1.173; Leg. 3.219; Abr. 167-198; Sacr. 110; L.A.B. 
18:5, 32:1-4; 40:1-5; 4 Macc 7:13-14; 13:8-12; 16:18-20; 
18:10-11; Josephus, Ant. 1.222-36; Tg. Neof. Gen 22:10; 
Gen Rab. 56:8; see also 1 Clem. 31:1; Barn. 7:3).

2.2.1. The Figure of Isaac in Matthew 1. Matthew 1 
alludes to Isaac three times. First, “Son of Abraham” 
(Mt 1:1) may evoke Isaac if the first verse is a title for 
the entire Gospel; two names are mentioned while 
the genealogy is tripartite, and hearing echoes of 
Isaac here presents a sacrificial typology comple-
menting the messianic typology established by 
*“Son of David.” Second, R.  Rosenberg contends 
that the gematria of the genealogy (Mt 1:2-17) points 
to Isaac, as it presents forty-two generations (three 
divisions of fourteen [Mt 1:17]), and as Jubilees 13:16; 
17:15; 19:1 suggest that the binding of Isaac occurred 
at the outset of the forty-second *Jubilee after cre-
ation. Third, as both L. Huizenga and R. Erickson 
observe, the angel’s birth announcement to Joseph 
(Mt 1:20-21) alludes to lxx Genesis 17:19 (see Birth 
of Jesus). In the former text the angel of the Lord 
says to Joseph, “Do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife [Marian tēn gynaika sou]. . . . She will bear a 
son, and you will call his name Jesus [texetai de 
huion kai kaleseis to onoma autou Iēsoun],” while in 
the latter text God says to Abraham, “Sarah your 
wife will bear you a son, and you will call his name 
Isaac” (Sarra hē gynē sou texetai soi huion kai kale-
seis to onoma autou Isaak). God becomes a type of 
the angel, Abraham a type of Joseph, Sarah a type of 
*Mary, and Isaac a type of Jesus. Rhetorically, the 
allusion buttresses the possibility of the virginal 
conception: if God opened the womb of elderly, 
barren Sarah, God also is able to open the womb of 
young, healthy Mary.

2.2.2. Hearing Heavenly Voices. The heavenly 
voices at the *baptism (Mt 3:17) and *transfigura-
tion (Mt 17:5) allude to Genesis 22:2, 12, 16. The for-
mer texts call Jesus “my beloved son” (ho huios mou 
ho agapētos), while the latter texts employs the same 
Greek with reference to Isaac. The Isaac typology 
established by the allusion in the scene of the 
Matthean baptism informs both the crowd and Je-
sus himself of his sacrificial vocation, whereas the 
typology in the scene of the transfiguration reminds 
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Peter of Jesus’ sacrificial vocation in the face of 
overwhelming *glory.

2.2.3. Gethsemane and the Arrest of Jesus (Mt 
26:36-56). The Matthean passion narrative empha-
sizes Jesus’ obedience, part and parcel of which is an 
Isaac typology found in the *Gethsemane and arrest 
sequence. In Matthew 26:36-56 Jesus tells the disci-
ples with him, “Sit here [kathisate autou] while I go 
over there and pray” (Mt 26:36), while in lxx Gene-
sis 22:5 Abraham tells his servants to “sit here” 
(kathisate autou) while he and Isaac worship. More 
decisively, in the Matthean sequence a crowd “with 
swords and clubs” (meta machairōn kai xylōn [Mt 
26:47, 55]) comes and lays hands on Jesus (epebalon 
tas cheiras epi ton Iēsoun [Mt 26:50]), after which 
one of the Twelve stretches forth his hand to take his 
sword (ekteinas tēn cheira . . . tēn machairan [Mt 
26:51]), precipitating Jesus’ warning about the fate 
befalling those who take the sword (hoi labontes ma-
chairan [Mt 26:52]). In Genesis 22 Abraham wields a 
“knife” (machairan [lxx Gen 22: 6, 10]) and “wood” 
(xyla [lxx Gen 22:3, 6, 7, 9]) as sacrificial imple-
ments, and he stretches forth his hand (exeteinen 
Abraam tēn cheira [lxx Gen 22:10]) to take his 
sword (labein tēn machairan [lxx Gen 22:10]) to 
slay Isaac, but he is stopped by an angel who tells 
him not to lay hands on his son (mē epibalēs tēn 
cheira sou epi to paidarion [lxx Gen 22:12]). As 
Abraham the father wielded knife and wood to bring 
about the sacrifice of his beloved son, God the Fa-
ther wielded the crowd with its swords and clubs to 
bring about the sacrifice of his beloved Son.

2.3. The Patriarchal Triad in Matthew: Resur
rection. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are mentioned 
collectively only twice in Matthew, first in the story 
of the healing of the centurion’s servant (Mt 8:5-13) 
and then in the controversy with the *Sadducees 
about the *resurrection (Mt 22:23-33). Both in-
stances concern the eschaton. In the former, the 
faith of the centurion elicits Jesus’ words about many 
coming “from east and west and reclining at table 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven” (Mt 22:11), while “the sons of the kingdom” 
are excluded; here the reader encounters the themes 
of Gentile inclusion and reversal first adumbrated in 
the genealogy (Mt 1:2-17) and the story of the pagan 
magi worshiping Jesus while Herod and “all Jerusa-
lem . . . troubled” along with him reject Jesus (Mt 2). 
In the latter, Jesus draws on the fact that in Exodus 
3:6 God speaks to Moses in the present tense about 
his relationship with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob well 
after their deaths (cf. Ex 3:15) in order to suggest to 
the Sadducees that these three abide still and thus 

that the resurrection is a reality. Here, Jesus’ logic 
implies that “resurrection” is equivalent to eternal 
life immediately after death, as God spoke those 
words well before the eschaton; or Jesus may under-
stand those words in a promissory sense, anticipat-
ing a resurrection at the end of time.

3. Mark.
The patriarchs play little role in Mark, finding ex-
plicit mention only in Mark 12:26 within the contro-
versy with the Sadducees about the resurrection 
(Mk 12:18-27), which differs little from the Matthean 
account. Their general absence may be explained by 
Mark’s Gentile orientation (cf. Mk 7:3) and compres-
sion of other events in the Synoptic tradition. Never-
theless, Mark’s Gospel does present an Isaac typol-
ogy similar to that which Matthew’s Gospel presents, 
as M. Rindge has shown: “You are my beloved son” 
(ho huios mou ho agapētos) in Mark 1:11 alludes to 
Isaac the beloved son in Genesis 22:2, as does the 
phrase’s use in the Markan transfiguration (Mk 9:7) 
as well as the use of huion agapēton in Mark 12:6 in 
the parable of the wicked tenants (Mk 12:1-12). In the 
Markan Gethsemane scene the reader encounters 
allusions to Genesis 22 (“swords and clubs” in Mk 
14:43, 48, alluding to the “knife” and “wood” of Gen 
22:3, 6, 7, 9, 10). Moreover, Jesus’ express wish to be 
spared the cup because “all things are possible” (Mk 
14:36) reflects Philo’s presentation of Isaac’s question 
in Genesis 22:7 as a request to be spared sacrifice, to 
which Abraham responds, “All things are possible 
with God” (Abr. 175). The Isaac typology in Mark 
serves a theology of lament, the presentation of a 
picture of a *God estranged from his Son at the mo-
ment of his sacrificial death (Mk 15:34).

4. Luke.
In Luke’s Gospel the figure of Abraham is fully to the 
fore, while any presentation of an Isaac typology is 
obscure, and Jacob remains relegated to the patriar-
chal triad. The emphasis on Abraham is fitting for a 
Gospel that emphasizes, more than all other NT 
documents, continuity among Judaism, Jesus and 
the church (see Dahl).

4.1. Abrahamic Descent. Three Lukan passages 
concern Abrahamic descent. Mary and Zechariah’s 
respective words in Luke 1:55 and Luke 1:73 empha-
size the fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant with 
the births of Jesus and John. John’s warning regard-
ing Abrahamic descent is directed to “the multitudes 
coming to be baptized” (Lk 3:7), in line with the 
more positive Lukan estimation of Israel. The gene-
alogy mentions Abraham (Lk 3:34) but does not em-
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phasize him, in accord with the Lukan emphasis on 
the universality of the Christian message.

4.2. The Patriarchs and Eschatology in Luke. 
The patriarchal triad is employed in an eschatologi-
cal context in two Lukan passages: Jesus’ warning 
about entering by the narrow door (Lk 13:22-30) and 
the controversy with the Sadducees over the resur-
rection (Lk 20:27-40). Unique to Luke is the parable 
of *Lazarus and the rich man (Lk 16:19-31), in which 
the deceased Lazarus is received into “Abraham’s bo-
som” (Lk 16:22; cf. Lk 16:23, the abode of the faithful 
departed; “bosom” suggests an eschatological feast, 
as guests of honor recline on the hosts’ breasts while 
dining [cf. Jn 13:23]). Abraham converses with the 
deceased rich man, now tormented in Hades; Abra-
ham’s final words (Lk 16:31) suggest continuity be-
tween Moses, the prophets and the risen Jesus.

4.3. Reconciliation in the Community of Abra
ham Through Jesus. Unique to Luke’s Gospel are the 
story of “a daughter of Abraham” healed on the Sab-
bath (Lk 13:10-17) and the story of Zacchaeus, “a son of 
Abraham” (Lk 19:1-10). In both stories Jesus reinte-
grates a “daughter/son of Abraham” fully into the 
community of God’s people from which they have 
been marginalized, she through infirmity, he on ac-
count of his reputation as a *“sinner” (Lk 19:7). Taking 
these stories together with the story of Lazarus in Luke 
16:19-31, we find that for Luke, “children” of Abraham 
include those who are defined by others as outside the 
boundaries of God’s people, yet are the very people to 
whom God extends his fidelity and brings salvation. In 
the case of Zacchaeus it is crucial to observe that his 
status as “son of Abraham” is demonstrated through 
behaviors that conform to the “fruits worthy of repen-
tance” sketched earlier in the Gospel by John the Bap-
tist (Lk 3:7-14): he gives to the needy and he collects no 
more than he ought (Lk 19:8).

5. John.
John’s Gospel employs the figures of all three patri-
archs as individuals but does not mention the patri-
archal triad.

5.1. Isaac. In Jewish tradition the binding of Isaac 
takes place at Passover, and Isaac is compared to the 
Passover lamb (see 1 above). Therefore, John the 
Baptist’s calling Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world” (Jn 1:29, 36) coupled with 
the possibility that Johannine chronology has Jesus 
die at the time of the slaughter of the Passover lambs 
(cf. Jn 18:38; 19:14) suggests an Isaac *typology (see 
Lamb of God). Since John’s Gospel takes pains to 
suggest Jesus’ superiority over other figures (note 
the comparisons of Jesus with Moses in Jn 1:17, John 

the Baptist in Jn 5:36, Abraham in Jn 8:53-58), the 
typology may imply Jesus’ superiority over Isaac; it 
is Jesus’ decisive sacrifice that takes away the sins of 
the world.

5.2. Jacob. John 1:51 alludes to Jacob’s dream at 
Bethel (Gen 28:12), and J. Neyrey suggests that the 
allusion makes the disciples parallel to Jacob, who 
saw Jesus in his vision as the disciples see Jesus, the 
manifestation of God (Neyrey 1982). In Jesus’ en-
counter with the Samaritan woman in John 4:1-30, 
then, her question concerning whether Jesus is 
greater than Jacob (Jn 4:12) resounds with a certain 
irony. Jesus is indeed greater than Jacob: supplant-
ing the supplanter (see Neyrey 1979), it is his divine 
identity that enables him to provide those who be-
lieve in him with waters flowing with the divine life 
(zōē [Jn 4:14; cf. Jn 1:4]) that he possesses. Here too 
the reader sees the repeated Johannine motif of Je-
sus’ interlocutors concerning themselves with 
earthly things (e.g., Nicodemus referring to physi-
cal birth in Jn 3:4; “the Jews” concerned with the 
earthly temple in Jn 2:20; the crowd seeking perish-
able food in Jn 6:26-27), while Jesus points them to 
heavenly things.

5.3. Abraham. In John 8:31-59 Jesus claims not 
only that physical descent from Abraham is insuf-
ficient (as John the Baptist does in Mt 3:8; Lk 3:8), 
but also that as a manifestation of God, he is supe-
rior to Abraham. The passage suggests that belief in 
Jesus is contingent: Jesus admonishes them to 
“continue in [his] word” so that the truth will make 
them free (Jn 8:31-32). Yet they double down twice 
on Abrahamic descent (Jn 8:33, 39) before finally 
asserting divine patrimony in the face of Jesus’ de-
nial of the former (Jn 8:41), upon which Jesus in-
forms them of their diabolical patrimony (Jn 8:44). 
While Jesus affirms continuity with Abraham, who 
rejoiced and was glad to see Jesus’ day (Jn 8:56), the 
point of the passage is not that Jesus is the true heir 
of Abraham, but rather that as God manifest (Jn 
8:58: egō eimi [the name of God from Ex 3:14]), Je-
sus is superior to Abraham.

See also Elijah and Elisha; Genealogy; Is-
rael; Moses; Old Testament in the Gospels. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. N.  A.  Dahl, “The Story of 
Abraham in Luke-Acts,” in Jesus in the Memory of 
the Early Church: Essays (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 
1976) 66-86; R. J. Erickson, “Joseph and the Birth of 
Isaac in Matthew 1,” BBR 10 (2000) 35-51; J. B. Green, 
“Jesus and a Daughter of Abraham (Luke 13:10-17): 
Test Case for a Lucan Perspective on Jesus’ Miracles,” 
CBQ 51 (1989) 643-54; A. T. Hanson, “John’s Use of 
Scripture,” in The Gospels and the Scriptures of Israel, 
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