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Did the Exodus Rea”g
Happen? | f

A look at Patterns of Evidence: Exodus

Biblical account acccpted as true until 1950’s; Reasons for this:

a. Ramesses Il understood as Pharaoh of Exodus (1250 BC)

b. Destruction of Jericho understood as havingtaken P|ace long before 1250
BC.

c. T]qcrcFore, the Israelites could not have conqucrec{ Canaan during 1250 BC.

d. william Dever (agnostic): Postmodern fallout: nihilism and deconstruction as a

hermeneutic, whcreby texts have no meaning,

3 Views on Exodus

Dating Ramesses Il as Pharach of Exodus » No Exodus — Jericho clestrogecl bg time of

Problem: Ramesses II Pharaoh during Egypt’s 19th Dynasty c. 1250 BC

Joshua. All Semites in E:ggpt too early when

— No evidence of Exodus and Conquest *during 1250 BC Pcn’od.

comParecl to biblical clating system

--However, there is evidence of Semites arriving in Egypt, of their massive Popu[at\'nn, of their
enslavement, of Plagues, of sudden abandoned cities, of military destruction of city-states in Canaan, |
but not during that time-frame (1250 BC & following).

+ 1250 Exodus — Ramesses Il as Pharaoh

+ 450 Exodus — based upon 1 Kings 6:1




; : i' Patterns recluirecl for 1250 BC Exodus (tOP rigl"’d
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| Dating the Exodus | 1250 BC Ramesses Il date, but...

: 1]
! ! i I
, o { ‘ Based on an “anachronism” from Exodus - referring to something in the past with a term that wasn't {
+ Biblical Date: 1450 B.C. i used in that particular past. i
] t | t
{ ’ { a. Exodus 111 “So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built l
x Biblical date for Exodus is 1450 BC: “In the four hundred and ‘ Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharach.”
| i
e | b. Genesis 47: 1,5 Jacob has “come from the land of Canaan; and indeed they are in the land of l
| cightieth year after the people of Isracl came out of the land of : B T ST il the o f Godher? ‘
| Eggpt, in the fourth year o Solomon's rcign over lsracl, inthe ! | ]
. P 4 \ VG — !
month of Ziv, which is the second mont]’l, he bcgan to build the |
, i | 1150 Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part
house of the Lord,” (1 Kings 6:1). Built in 964 BC. Add 480 years = of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed.”
‘ 444 BC.* | ‘ |
*Known from destruction of temple in 587 BC by the Babylonians; also from logy, of a recorded solar eclipse duringthe 9% & “’L‘f‘deméxfmf’[“‘: T’;d? SiNewNorkwas fonded inlé2s by Rteh coloniz RNt an)
! yearof King Ashur-dan il Qune 15% 763 BC); inscription of Shalmaneser 1 (858-624), also Shalmaneser ifs inscription on Black R < °cte qame Sk e Hmes
: Oblisk showing Jehu bowing to him (841 BO); her inscriptions which confirm Solomon's Temple at 970 BC. :




How Much of Eggp‘c Has

Been Excavated?

~ Ancient City of Tanis - 13th Dgnastgl?]:)gramids, %100 settlements in
Eggpt alone — “Less than 1% of ancient Eggpt is excavated” — Dr.

Sarah Parcak Univ. Alabama, Birmingham.
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Semites in a tomb painting c. 1897-1878 BC (cd) cluring reign of i M ittlesaa”"laus —_ Ava riS

Knumhotcp 11, who served under Senuseret I who Prcccdcd Senuseret

:
11, t]’)oug]'lt to be the Pharaoh of Joseph. Late 12th Dynastg ‘;

| Reconstruction of Sgrian home

a— ——t = et

Palace with 12 Pillars ‘; 12 Tombs ‘-

| with Pyramid Tomb of High Official

UPPcr Photo, courtgard.

Joseph?

Found in 1970’s bﬂ Esgptologist
Manfred Bietak - City of Avaris in
Goshen:
1. City full of Semites
2. Additional cities of Semites & Slaves
(Kahun)
5 Syn'an Sty!s home.
4. Palace Built on top of home.
e Robing Room
6. Twelve Pi"ars
e Twelve tombs
8.One Pgramid tomb
9% Onla 3% of Avaris is excavated after
30 Years.
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Josel:)h’s
Tomb?

1. Red hair, yellow skin: Asiatic.

2. Roga] ngure, honored 179 Pharaoh.

B Pﬂramid tombs. oniy for Pharaohs and Lings.
+. Throw stick: sign of authority, common among
Canaanites.

5. No bones in tomb.

Evidence of Famine:
Distressed Pharoahs of
the Middle Kingclom, 12th

Dgnastg

| Senuseret Il 1878-1859 BC Amenemhat 11 1860-1814
| Father (1) and Son (R), Middle Kingdom Dynasty 12

Worried look, ears widened — listening to X "
2 Notlookin’ too happy. Pinched waist.

cries of people

Not enough grub?

Sad Pharaoh
Happg Pharaoh

: Senusert & Amenemhat Il

Evidence of Famine

+ Nile records at Semna/Kumma record disastrous flood
levels. Semna/Kumma were fortresses for Amenemhat 111
for viewing the flood levels.* But if the fort was on grouncl

lcvel, how could there be floods in that area?

+ *Source: Elsa Ynanez, ‘Rock Inscriptions from Semna and Kumma: Epigraphic Study.” Sudan National
Museum: National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums. Swiss Embassy, SFDAS, Khartoum, 2010.

+ Solution: Bar Yousef - The Way of JOSCPI’I.
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A Drainagc Sgstcm to Prevent Floocling
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Amenemhat Ill: Fortress and Labyrint]ﬁ

PUNE I‘agum o o [N Wcaltl'] changcs From numerous nomarchs

to one, solo Pharaoh

!
|
|

*Seized control over nomarchs. i
{

SO PSSR RIS S INUN SRR PSS .

|
T ar
e F‘ A

-

Brooklgn Papgrus Slave
List

Names of Eggptian and Semitic domestic slaves '
Hebrew: Shiphrah, Ashcr, Manahcm, Issachar (3x) !

o
o
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#[3th Dgnasty
Pa[:) rus
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**70% of names

of approx. 100

names are

Semitic
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lPuwer Papgrus

Egyptian sage, Ipuwer - end of Bth Dynasty. According to Eusebius, this is around 1450 BC.

“Behold, Egypt has fallen to the pouring water. And he who poured water on the ground seizes the mighty in misery.”

“The river is blood! As you drink of it you lose your humanity and thirst for water.”

“Gone is the grain of abundance. Food supplies are running short. The nobles hunger and suffer. Upper Egypt has
become a wasteland. Grain is lacking on every side. The storchouse is bare. Women say, ‘Oh that we had something to
eat!”

“What can we do about it? Allis ruin!”

“Those who had shelter are now in the dark of the storm. The whole of the delta cannot be seen.”

“There s fire in their hearts! If only he (Amenemhat?) had perceived their nature in the first generation! Then he would
have smitten the evil—stretched out his arm against it. He would have destroyed their seed and their heritage.”

“Behold, plague sweeps the land; blood is everywhere with no shortage of the dead. Chidren are dashed against the
walls. The funeral shroud calls out to you before you come near. Woe is me for the grief of this time. He who buries his
brother in the ground is everywhere. . Wailing is throughout the land mingled with lamentations.”

“The slaves takes what he finds. What belongs to the pa\acc has been sm'PP:d Gold, \apis lazuli, silver and turquoise
are strung on the necks of female slaves. See how the poor of the land have become rich whilst the man of property is a

pauper.”

Other F‘inclings at Avaris

Death Pits filled with bodies thrown in, and with
haste. Bodies on to[:) of each other.

Archaeologist Manfred Bietak: People died of a

calamitg or Plague.

Semites of Avaris and other cities are believed

bg archaeologists to have up and left the citg in

haste.

“ Graves at Avaris ' - i
Pl + Median life expectancy: 18.6 years : Death P]ts at A\/a 1S
« Anemic diseases — 1/ pop desd. ‘
. Harris lines in bones: hard labor, ‘ !
malnutrition | }
. Male Population: Canaanite i !
. Female Population: mos’cly local ;
.« Male lhcc-cxpcctancy BARAF { !
. |
. Female [nce-expectancg 297
{ !
Manfred Beitak, Avaris: the Capitol City of the ? i
[ e e ] Hyksos . Recent Excavations at Tell el-Dab’ a. British f
Museum Press, 1996. p.36. )

Another Death Pit at Avaris

“Tombs found in excavation areas /I and A/ll, areas
whicl’u are more than 500 m aPart from each otl’uer, were
obviouslg emergency graves. Some of them are merely
its into which bodies were thrown. Most were without
omcmccrings. We think the
evidence suggests that an ePidcmic swept throug[’] the
town. It may have been the bubonic Plaguc, PcrhaPs the
disease referred to as ‘Asiatic disease’ in the medical
Papgri of the carlg 18th Dynasty. Itis Possiblc that the
Plaguc acquircd this name as it raged within this Asiatic
community in the Delta. However, this is sPecu|ation as
there is, as yet, no scientific evidence for such a P|ague.”
Bcitak, Avaris, 35.
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Was Ramesses Il the Pharaoh of the

Exodus?

- Merncptal’w Stela
- Merneptah succeeded Ramesses Il

« “Israelis laid waste. His seed is no more.”

“If Ramesses Il was the Pharaoh of the
Exodus, as has long been held, then how
could his son Merneptah be claiming .
victorg over a bunch of slaves who had E
recentlg wandered off into the desert for

1Cort5 years or 507"

~DPavid Rohl, Egyptologist, in “Exodus: Myth or History?” (St. Louis Park, MN: Thinking Man Media, 2015), 2+-

A

| i Isracl was a]readg in the land with Ashkelon and Kynanu (Canaan), how
| could Ramesses attack a nation that could not have existed so soon after an

'Exodus? )

Sau e —

Evidence for Ramesses Il as

Shishak

a. Shishak, 1 Kings 14:25 & 2 Chronicles 12:1-4; invades
Jerusalem, Plunders TcmP[c
b. Hittite version of Ramesses name = Ria-ma-shisha.
Other Eggptian artifacts sPc” Ramesses name as Ssw.
“w” (“waw”) is a vowel maker. In Hebrew it is “v” or “w”. (5*s%), &
5=SH (Hebrew sin & shin)
c. Shisha = Hittite nickname for Ramesses (Ria-ma-shisha).

Q/K (Hebrew ‘quI'u’>

: Ramesses Il as Shishak of

] Kings 1425

! + Went to war against Rehoboam c]uring his 5th year. Jerusalem.

+ Lachishvi Octracon; waw (vav) written as a [oop on toP ofa
vertical stem (a Io”iPoP). Proto-Sinaitic scriPt - gave rise to
Proto~chrew (19th Dgnasty/ 1250 BC)

| Izbet Sartah Ostracon (10th or 9th c. BC). By this time the

; loop on the vertical stem served not as “waw” but as

{ uqOPhu (C]/l()

| o Ramesses= Sysw = shisha (Hittite) = Sysw (1250 BC) = Sgscl
(10th or 9th BO) = Shishak of 1 Kings 14:25.
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sin yod sin waw

Wwiw §

shin yod shin qoph
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