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Dissecting “Jumbo”
A Picture Postcard History

By Frank Perry

How many stories can a single postcard tell? An early postcard of  a tree 
named “Jumbo”—mailed from Santa Cruz in 1917—was found to contain over 

twenty topics for investigation. These include explorations of  the image, message, 
sender, receiver, postmark, stamp, and publisher. Careful observation and the use of  a 
wide variety of  research tools helped illumnate this postcard’s many historical features.

Introduction

 Old postcards can be rich sources of historical 
information and offer many avenues for exploring 
the past. This is the story of just one postcard, a 
picture of the redwood tree named “Jumbo” at the 
Santa Cruz Big Trees (now Henry Cowell Redwoods 
State Park). The postcard was mailed in 1917 by 
Preston Sawyer of Santa Cruz to M. E. Milner of 
Kinsley, Kansas. “Thanks very much for your 
beautiful card,” he wrote. “I see you have been 
having tornadoes, etc. in your state. Any of them 
near Kinsley? Preston Sawyer, 169 Garfield St., 
Santa Cruz, Calif.” 
 Who were Preston Sawyer and M. E. Milner? 
Why was the tree called “Jumbo”? Why the flag 
sticker on the back? In all, I found over twenty 
topics to investigate. It turns out that even 
something as “simple” as a single postcard can 
provide multiple windows into history.

The Picture

 The image shows the base of a redwood tree 
with a sign on it that says “Jumbo.” The caption 
states, “‘Jumbo’ One of the Group of Big Trees 

near Santa Cruz, California.” The Big Tree grove was 
private, then became a county-owned park, and is 
now part of  Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park.1
 The practice of naming redwood trees in tourist 
groves was common in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. A brochure published around 
1950 lists over twenty named trees or groups of 
trees in the Big Tree grove.2 Some were named for 
famous people such as presidents (Theodore 
Roosevelt, Benjamin Harrison, William McKinley) or 
generals (William Tecumseh Sherman, Ulysses S. 
Grant). Others are descriptive (Giant, Cathedral 
Group, Three Twisters) or named for organizations 
(Y.M.C.A., U.S. Navy).
 Jumbo the tree was presumably named because 
of its large burl, which resembled the head of an 
elephant. “Jumbo” was the name of a famous 
African elephant at the London Zoo. P. T. Barnum 
bought Jumbo for his circus in 1882 and brought 
him to the United States. He became and instant 
sensation.3 Sadly, Jumbo died in a train accident in 
1885.4
 A letter, published in the Santa Cruz Sentinel in 
1879 described but did not name the tree: “On 
another huge tree is a knot or excrescence exactly 
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resembling the head of an elephant—ears, trunk, 
eyes, and everything.”5 
 The name “Jumbo” was apparently not applied 
to the tree until a few years later. The oldest use of 
the tree name yet discovered is on a list of eleven 
named trees or groups of trees on the back of a 
souvenir photograph by Martin Alonzo Reese, 
copyrighted May 17, 1886.6 
 Three months later, the tree was mentioned by 
name in the Santa Cruz Sentinel: “‘Jumbo,’ another 
large and stately redwood, is indeed a curiosity, on 
account of a large knot projecting from the side of 
the tree, the exact shape of an elephant’s head and 
trunk.”7

 According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the 
famous elephant helped popularize the term 
“jumbo” for an individual that is big for its kind. A 
search by the author of the Santa Cruz Sentinel from 
1870 through 1881, revealed no occurrences of the 
word “jumbo.” By the middle 1880s, however, the 
word had become part of the lexicon. The word 
appeared in the Sentinel ten times in 1885 (twice with 
regard to the elephant) and eleven times in 1886.8 
Many of these uses involved large people 
nicknamed Jumbo. 
 So, was the tree so named for the famous 
elephant or because it was a large tree? The author 
could not find direct evidence that the tree was 
named for the elephant, but the circumstantial 
evidence is very strong. 
 Of particular interest is a Sentinel article dated 
March 31, 1887. It begins by discussing the “Three 
Sisters”—“The sisters are very graceful and sublime 
in appearance. ‘Jumbo’ keeps them company, and 
with his monstrous body protects the sisters from 
harm. He measures twenty-two feet in diameter, 
forty-seven feet in circumference, and stands 270 
feet. This tree derived its name from the fact that a 

large knot, the exact shape of an elephant’s head and 
trunk, projects from the tree near its base.”9 
 This description is especially important because it 
says the tree was named for the burl  and makes 
several analogies between Jumbo the tree and Jumbo 
the elephant. The tree is referred to as “he,” as 
having a “monstrous body,” and as protecting the 
“sisters” from harm. According to news accounts 
(which were embellished) at the time of Jumbo’s 
death, the mighty pachyderm died trying to protect a 
baby elephant from a train.10

Figure 1. Front and back of  the “Jumbo” postcard.

Figure 2. Close-up of the burl. With a little imagination, 
one can make out the eye, ear, broken tusk, and trunk of 
the elephant. Jumbo the elephant had broken off stubs 
for tusks. (From a postcard by Charles Weidner, c. 1910, 
author’s collection)
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Figure 3. Features discussed in this article.
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 This 1887 description, the fact that the name was 
apparently first applied in 1886 (shortly after 
widespread publicity about Jumbo the elephant), 
and the fact that the tree has a burl shaped like an 
elephant’s head (with a broken “tusk” like Jumbo), 
strongly suggests that the tree was named for the 
elephant rather than for its large size. Indeed, there 
are a number of trees in the grove (including 
“Giant”) that are larger.
 The assigning of names to trees and the 
attaching of signs with these names was largely 
discontinued in the park by the latter part of the 
1900s. In addition, the shape of the burl has 
changed over the past century, lessening its 
resemblance to an elephant head. Although it was 
once a popular attraction, today this tree is neither 
named, mentioned in the trail guide, nor has a burl 
that looks like an elephant head. The once-famous 
redwood goes unnoticed by most visitors.
 Burls are clusters of dormant buds. Usually these 
form around the base of the redwood, partly above 
ground and partly below ground.11 If the tree 
topples or is cut, these quickly sprout, producing 
vigorous shoots or suckers. Sometimes, as in the 
case of Jumbo, a large cluster of buds forms higher 
up on the trunk.

 Size statistics provided for Jumbo varied over the 
years. The description on the back of a souvenir 
photograph printed and sold by Reese says Jumbo 
was 270 feet tall and 48 feet in circumference. A 
postcard published by the Pacific Novelty Company, 
circa 1908 lists the tree as 250 feet high, 58 feet in 
circumference, and about 5,000 years old. A 
postcard from around that same time and published 
by the Albertype Company lists it as 19 feet in 
diameter. A park brochure, circa 1950, states that 
Jumbo is 254 feet tall.12 
 Such variations are not surprising. Trees grow, 
but can also lose height when tops break off during 
storms. Since redwoods are much bigger at the base, 
diameter and circumference figures vary depending 
on the height above ground where the measurement 
is taken. 
 The age given for such trees was a guess and 
often exaggerated. The record for a coast redwood 
is 2,200 years—still very impressive.13

The Publisher

 On the back of the postcard in small letters is 
the statement “Published by Cardinell-Vincent Co., 
San Francisco, Los Angeles.” This was one of a 
number of California postcard publishers that 
printed scenic views of the Golden State during the 
very early 1900s. Other prominent California 
postcard publishers at that time included Richard 
Behrendt, Britton & Rey, Edward H. Mitchell, 
Oscar Newman, the Pacific Novelty Company, the 
Souvenir Publishing Company, and Charles Weidner
—all in San Francisco—plus a number in southern 
California. 
 John Douglas Cardinell was a native San 
Franciscan, born in 1875.14 In 1904 he formed a 
partnership with George Vincent, a native of 
England, about ten years his senior.15 It was a 
natural partnership: Cardinell sold art supplies and 
stationery; Vincent was in the paper manufacturing 
business and had founded The Vellum Paper 
Company in San Francisco.16 Old city directories list 
Cardinell as president and Vincent as secretary and 
treasurer of  the Cardinell-Vincent Co.
 The Cardinell-Vincent Company was first 
located at 414 Market Street.17 They moved to 
larger quarters at 28 Second Street just two weeks 
before the 1906 earthquake.18 The quake and fire 
destroyed their property, but insurance provided 
compensation.19 They were soon back in business, 
quickly seizing upon the world-wide demand for 
postcards, folders, and books depicting the great 
disaster.20

Figure 4. The Jumbo burl in July, 2015. (Photograph by 
Jill Perry)
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 John Cardinell was the official photographer for 
the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
and personally oversaw the photography and 
postcard concessions at the fair.21 Cardinell-Vincent, 
however, was not the only company to publish 
postcard views of  the exposition.
 John Cardinell sold his interest in the company in 
1917 and moved to New Jersey where he 
manufactured paper.22 The Cardinell-Vincent Co. 
remained in business under new ownership until 
about 1925, based on San Francisco city directories.
 George Vincent 
i s l i s t e d i n 
d i r e c t o r i e s a s 
s e c r e t a r y a n d 
treasurer of the 
Cardinell-Vincent 
Company through 
1917.23 By 1920 he 
a n d h i s w i f e , 
Jeannie, and two 
c h i l d r e n h a d 
moved to New 
York, where he 
resumed manu-
facturing paper.24

Printing Process

 Prior to World War I many American postcards 
were printed in Germany. Indeed, John Cardinell 
listed “imports post cards” in the 1910 census under 
occupation, indicating that his postcards were 
printed outside of  the United States.
 With the onset of World War I, American 
postcard publishers switched to printing them in the 
United States or Great Britain.25 The quality of 
reproduction, however, was not as good. Given the 
date mailed (1917) and the poorer quality of the 

image, the postcard was probably printed in the 
U.S.
 Close examination reveals that it was made 
from a black and white halftone image (closely-
spaced dots) with red, yellow, and blue dots added 
to “colorize” the photo. The making of color 
postcards directly from color photographs did not 
become commonplace until the 1950s.26

 
Number 4064

 Publishers typically numbered their postcards, 
giving a separate number to each image. 
Presumably retailers could order cards by number. 
Cardinell-Vincent published over eighty different 
scenic postcards for Santa Cruz County, of which 
about fifteen depicted the Big Tree Grove.27 This 
is a rather small percentage of the more than 400 
different postcards published of the grove by 
various publishers during the early to middle 
1900s.28 At least twenty-one of these depict the 
tree Jumbo.29 
 Cardinell-Vincent did not relegate a block of 
numbers to the Big Trees, but published Big Trees 
postcards from time to time in between other 
scenes. Most of the numbers are scattered 
through the 3000s, 4000s, and 6000s.30

Divided Back

 On early postcards (prior to 1907), the entire 
back was reserved for the address. Messages had 
to be written on the front of the card, usually in a 
small space next to or under the image. Postcards 
with a divided back (half for the message and half 
for the address) were permitted starting March 1, 
1907.31 On this card the left half says “Space 
Below may be used for Correspondence.” On the 
right half it says, “Only the Address May Be 
Written Here.”

Figure 5. John Cardinell 
(From California’s Maga-
zine, vol. II, 1916, p. 
256)

Figure 6. Logo used on some 
postcards (though not this one) 
by the Ca rd ine l l -V incen t 
Company. (Author’s collection)

Figure 7. Close-up 
of  image showing 
dot pattern.
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Address

 An interesting feature of the address is that 
Sawyer drew a squiggly line purposely indicating that 
no street or post office box number was necessary. 
In the early 1900s, senders often only wrote the 
name of the addressee, the town, and state. In 1920 
Kinsley, a town in central  Kansas, had a population 
of 1,986.32 Being a small town, there was little 
danger that the card would not reach Mrs. M. E. 
Milner.

Post Card

 The term “Post Card” replaced “Private Mailing 
Card” in postal regulations that went into effect 
December 24, 1901.33 It could now be used on 
privately-printed cards, while the post office began 
using the term “postal card” for pre-stamped cards. 
 The Oxford English Dictionary quotes examples of 
it spelled as two words or hyphenated in the late 
1800s. This continued through the 1900s, though it 
gives an example of it spelled solid from as early as 
1910. Indeed, Santa Cruz newspapers around that 
time spelled it all  three ways, though most often as 
two words. Webster’s New Modern English Dictionary, 
1925, does not contain the word postcard, post-card, or 
post card, but has the words post and card as separate 
entries. The American Heritage Dictionary, 1978, lists 
post card first, with postcard as an alternative spelling. 
Today, the word is commonly spelled closed, though 
on postcards it is often still spelled as two words. 
Many modern postcards omit the word entirely.
 Publishers used various decorative typefaces for 
“Post Card.” Figure 8 shows some examples from 
San Francisco publishers in the early 1900s.

“On the Road of a Thousand 
Wonders”

 This phrase was a marketing slogan used by the 
Southern Pacific Railroad in the early 1900s for its 

railroad route between Los Angeles to Portland—
a journey of over 1,300 miles. Numerous 
postcards by different publishers were printed with 
the slogan, and photos with the slogan were hung 
in railroad depots. 
 In 1908 the Southern Pacific published a 
promotional soft-cover book, The Road of a 
Thousand Wonders, containing colorized images, 
many of which were also reproduced on 
postcards. “These pages picture and tell of this 
region and its wonders, of the varied charms of 
sea and sky, of mountain and valley, field and 
forest and of climatic features which make 
pleasant all the year; of numberless resorts 
attractive for health-seeking, idling enjoyment and 
all out-of-door recreation” it said on the title 
page.34 
 The book included the Big Trees on its color 
map of the route and also a full page photo of the 
“Roosevelt” tree. “All of the trees in the grove 
bear distinguished names,” it said. It goes on to 
describe Santa Cruz as “the Newport or Atlantic 
City of the state,” with long stretches of beach 
and the newly constructed tent city, bathing 
pavilion, casino, and bath house. A thousand 
wonders? Ten thousand would be more accurate, it 
said, “but modesty is a decent and not overworked 
virtue, and aught to be cheered wherever seen.”
 
Stamp

 The stamp is a Washington one-cent stamp, 
part of the Washington-Franklin issues of 1908 to 
1923.35 It depicts Washington’s head set in an oval 
framed by olive branches. The stamp came out of 
a book (as indicated by perforations on four sides) 
rather than a coil. There were many slight 
variations in these issues. The number of 
perforations (eleven over a span of two 
centimeters) indicates this was from the series 
available starting March 23, 1917.36

Figure 8. Some “Post Card” Designs. The example in the upper left is one of  several used by the Cardinell-Vincent 
Company. (Author’s collection)
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Tornado,” was the title of an article in the Santa Cruz 
Surf, May 25, 1917. This was followed by 
“Devastation Wrought by Tornado,” (May 28) and 
“Ravages of Tornado” (June 6). The latter article 
reported on one in Kansas and one in Missouri.
  
Preston Sawyer

 The sender, Preston Sawyer, had just completed 
his sophomore year at Santa Cruz High School when 
he mailed the postcard. Sawyer was born in Santa 
Cruz December 6, 1899, to Frank and Gertrude 
Sawyer with the full name of Lemoine Preston 
Sawyer.44 He always went by his middle name, 
however, even in childhood.45

 One does not have to dig very deep to find a 
flood of information on Preston Sawyer. The 
Sawyer family attended the Advent Christian 
Church, and young Preston’s name often appeared 
on newspaper society pages. Sawyer frequently gave 
recitations or sang in local church and lodge 
programs. He won a singing contest in 1915, 
competing against youth from other local churches.46

 Sawyer entered Santa Cruz High School in 
September of 1915. This was the same year the 
present Santa Cruz High School building was 
completed and first opened for classes. He graduated 
1919. Several of his classmates would go on to 
figure prominently in twentieth century Santa Cruz, 
including fisherman Malio Stagnaro; newspaper 
publisher Fred McPherson, Jr.; rancher Deloss 
Wilder; businessman Earl 
Harris; and mineralogist 
Norman Pendleton. 
 Sawyer, too, remained 
in the public eye. From 
an early age, he took a 
serious interest in 
journalism, photo-
g r a p h y, a n d t h e 
budding medium of 
the motion picture. In 
his junior year of high 
s c h o o l , h e b e g a n 
submitting articles on 
school activities to the 
S a n t a C r u z E v e n i n g 
New s . 47 In 1919 he 
authored a five-page 
history of the senior 
class for the school 
yearbook.48 

 During the first part of the twentieth century, 
until January 1, 1952, the postcard rate was one 
cent. The exceptions were the periods November 2, 
1917, through June 30, 1919, and April 15, 1925 
through June 29, 1928, when the postage was two 
cents.37 The doubling of postcard postage in late 
1917 was part of a series of price increases and fees 
to help fund the war effort.38

Postmark

 The postcard is postmarked Santa Cruz. The 
date is June 18, 1917, and the time was 6 — 30 A 
(6:30 A.M.). Santa Cruz’s present post office 
building was completed in early 1912, so the 
postcard would have been postmarked there.

Cancellation

 The American flag cancellation was a common 
machine cancellation introduced in 1894 by the 
American Postal Machine Company.39 The Santa 
Cruz post office started using this cancellation in 
late 1910 or early 1911.40 The flag cancellation was 
in use at some post offices into the 1940s.41

6-18-17

 This date is handwritten next to the message and 
in the same handwriting. It seems to have been 
added as an afterthought. Curiously, it is the same 
date as the 6:30 A.M. postmark. The writer either 
dated it ahead one day or wrote and mailed it very 
early in the morning on June 18, 1917 (a Monday). 

7-9-17

 This date is handwritten vertically on the address 
half of the back. The significance of this is 
uncertain. The handwriting does not match that of 
the sender. Perhaps it is the recipient noting the date 
of  her reply.

Message

 “I see you have been having tornadoes . . .” 
writes the sender. Indeed, there was a major 
outbreak of tornadoes in the midwest during late 
May and early June of 1917. There were at least 
sixty-four tornadoes during the period May 25 
through June 1, fifteen of the F-4 or F-5 category.42 
In all, 382 lives were lost, including twenty-three in a 
twister that swept through part of Kansas.43 The 
outbreak received national attention and made 
front-page news in Santa Cruz papers. “A Kansas 

Figure 9. Preston Sawyer’s 
Santa Cruz High School 
graduation photo from the 
Trident  yearbook, 1919. 
(Courtesy Santa Cruz Mu-
seum of  Art & History)
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office in California. He collected postcards depicting 
just about anything from anywhere he went, 
including ones with cancellations which when put 
together would make a sentence. He also made sure 
he had postmarks from Preston, Alabama and 
Sawyer, Michigan.”52

 Preston Sawyer died the morning of October 14, 
1968, at a Watsonville convalescent hospital at age 
68.53 He had retired from the Sentinel in 1962 and 
had been ill for several years.
 
Preston Sawyer’s Address

 Sawyer put his address on the card: 169 Garfield 
Street, Santa Cruz. Garfield Street no longer exists, 
having been eliminated by redevelopment following 
the disastrous 1955 flood. It was located between 
Water Street and Soquel Avenue and between the 
San Lorenzo River and Ocean Street. The north end 
was where the County Governmental Center is 
today. House number 169 was located at the south 
end of the street, not far from the confluence of 
Branciforte Creek and the San Lorenzo River.54

 Garfield Street dated back to at least the 1860s 
and was then called Bausch Street, probably for 
Henry Bausch who owned property there.55 In April 
of 1882 a petition was presented to the City Council 
by J. H. Chittenden to change the name to Garfield 
Street, and the change was granted.56 Presumably 
this was to honor the late President James A. 
Garfield, who was assassinated the previous fall. 

 After high school, Sawyer continued his 
involvement with the Santa Cruz Evening News, both 
as a writer and as staff photographer. Most, but not 
all, of his articles were about movies and local live 
performances. He eventually went to work for the 
Santa Cruz Sentinel as a proofreader.49

 In later years, the name Preston Sawyer became 
well known to those interested in Santa Cruz area 
history. He spent countless hours collecting old 
photos, books, and memorabilia. From 1948 to 
1959, Sawyer wrote a feature in the Santa Cruz 
Sentinel titled “Santa Cruz Yesterdays.” Each 
installment had a photograph from his collection 
and a short history. “It was Sawyer who had the 
photographs,” remarked the late Harold van Gorder, 
who also went to school with Sawyer.50 Indeed, 
others wrote about local history during this time, but 
Sawyer’s old photographs made his column 
especially appealing. 
 Sawyer’s vast collections, amounting to thousands 
of items, were purchased in 1965 from his brother, 
Ariel, and split between the Santa Cruz Public 
Library and the University Library at UC Santa 
Cruz. “This collection is the result of Preston 
Sawyer’s unswerving interest in and devotion to 
Santa Cruz and California history. We are most 
fortunate that such a collection exists,” said 
Librarian Geraldine Work of the Santa Cruz Public 
Library.51 The University acquired the photos, 
thanks to founding librarian Donald Clark, who 
immediately saw their value to future historical 
researchers. “I really wanted the photos,” Clark told 
this writer some twenty years later.
 The University also acquired Sawyer’s collection 
of postcards and postal memorabilia. According to 
the collection finding aid, “Sawyer was also a stamp 
collector and over the years amassed a large 
collection of first day postal stamps and last day 
postal stamps with cancellations of every single post 

Figure 10. Santa Cruz High School around the time 
Preston Sawyer was a student there. (Author’s collection)

Figure 11. A portion of Street Map and Directory of the 
City of Santa Cruz, California, by Arnold M. Baldwin, 
1923, showing Garfield Street. (Author‘s collection)
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Flag Sticker

 The flag depicted by the colored sticker has 
forty-five stars (three rows of eight and three rows 
of seven). This design was in use from July 4, 1896 
through July 3, 1908.57 Consequently, the sticker was 
obsolete at the time it was applied. The U.S. 
officially entered World War I on April 6, 1917, not 
long before the postcard was mailed. Preston 
Sawyer probably added the sticker, purchased earlier, 
as a symbol of his patriotism. The war in Europe, 
which had begun in 1914, dominated the news 
during the spring of 1917, with the Santa Cruz 
Sentinel, Santa Cruz Evening News, and Santa Cruz Surf 
publishing daily stories on the conflict.
 Patriotic fervor swept though the local high 
school. Both the 1917 and 1918 Santa Cruz High 
yearbooks featured patriotic designs on the cover. In 
1918 Sawyer joined the Santa Cruz High School 
Military Cadet Corps, a volunteer (later compulsory) 
activity established in early 1918.58 The young men 
participated in military drills, parades, and various 
school functions. Sawyer wore his Cadet Corps 
uniform for his yearbook graduation photo (Figure 
9), as did several of the other boys. He was also a 
member of the Santa Cruz High School War Service 
Corps.59  

M. E. Milner*

 The 1910 U.S. Federal Census for Kinsley, 
Edwards County, Kansas, shows that M. E. Milner
—the recipient of the postcard—was Mary E. 
Milner, who worked as the town’s assistant 
postmistress.60 
 Mrs. Milner was born Mary Elizabeth Hennessey 
in Ottawa, La Salle County, Illinois, on January 20, 
1848. Her husband, George Washington Milner, was 
born in Guernsey County, Ohio, in 1842. They 
married in Grundy County, Illinois, in 1865. The 
Milners had three children: Vivian Irene (known as 
“Rena”), Hilda, and Casper.61

 The family moved to Kansas in 1870 and to 
Kinsley in 1877. None of the children married. By 
1917, when the postcard was sent, George, Hilda, 
and Casper were deceased. Mary continued living in 
Kinsley for the remainder of her life. Daughter 
Rena is notable for being the first woman city 
manager in the United States, taking office in 
Kinsley in 1928.62 
 A l though Mar y Mi lne r was a s s i s t an t 
postmistress, serving under four postmasters, and 

listed in the 1910 U.S. Federal Census as the assistant, 
she no longer occupied that position by August 
1910. She did, however, return occasionally as a 
temporary employee.63

 So, why were Sawyer and Milner exchanging 
cards? Unfortunately, the nature of Sawyer’s original 
request is unknown. One possibility is that Sawyer 
and Milner were related. In 1917 Sawyer was 
seventeen and Mary Milner was about the age of 
Sawyer’s grandparents. At the request of the author, 
researchers Judy Steen and Joe Michalak conducted 
extensive genealogical and biographical research on 
the Preston Sawyer and Mary Milner families in 
hopes of finding a reason for the correspondence. 
Alas, no family connections could be found. 

Kinsley*

 Another poss ib le explanat ion for the 
correspondence between Sawyer and Milner is that 
he requested a postcard, postmark, or information 
about Kinsley, Kansas. The town of Kinsley was 
named in 1873 for Edward Wilkinson Kinsley. He 
was born in New Hampshire in 1829. At the age of 
two, the family moved to Massachusetts, where the 
Kinsleys, of English descent, had lived for 
generations. Edward began his career as a clothing 
merchant and woolen importer. He became a 
prominent Boston businessman and a director of 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, which 
ran through Kinsley. He funded the construction of 
the first church built in the community, and in 
appreciation the citizens named the town for him.64

 Kinsley’s biggest claim to fame is that it is 
equidistant between San Francisco and New York 
City, a distance of 1,561 miles each way. Although 
this is the type of trivia that might have appealed to 
Sawyer, Kinsley was not widely known for this until 
1939.65  
 Another possibility is that Sawyer was seeking a 
Kinsley postmark for one of the members of the 
Kinsley family in Santa Cruz. 
 Martin and Catherine Kinsley, both originally 
from Ireland, settled in Live Oak just east of Santa 
Cruz in the 1860s. Nine children were born and 
reared on the 150-acre Kinsley Ranch; four of 
whom resided on the homestead until their deaths. 
Martin was instrumental in establishing the first 
school in Live Oak and served as a county 
supervisor, as did his son Henry. Kinsley Street in 
Live Oak commemorates the family name. Of those 
Kinsley children who married, only two had 
offspring, but those families did not reside in Santa 
Cruz County. No Kinsley grandchildren of Sawyer’s 

* The author thanks Judy Steen and Joe Michalak for generously 
researching and contributing information on these topics.
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age lived in the county.66 
 No relationship was found between the Kinsleys 
of Massachusetts and the Kinsleys of Live Oak. 
Sawyer’s parents and the Martin Kinsley children 
were contemporaries. Because of the prominence of 
the Kinsley family, the Sawyers would certainly have 
known them.67 
 Researcher Joe Michalak, while working on a 
biography of Sawyer, searched the Sawyer collection 
at UCSC for a 1917 postmark from Kinsley, 
Kansas.68 He was unsuccessful, but not all of the 
collection is presently available for viewing.69 
Perhaps someday, when accessible, further 
investigation will reveal the card that Mary Milner 
sent to Preston Sawyer, possibly shedding light on 
the reason for the correspondence.

Conclusion

 Who would have thought that a single old 
postcard could touch on such diverse topics as the 
London Zoo, a town in southwest Kansas, the 
history of the American flag, redwood ecology, 
Santa Cruz’s 1955 flood, and the assassination of 
President Garfield? Even the postage stamp 
perforations have a story to tell. It is unlikely the 
young Preston Sawyer would have imagined that his 
postcard would someday find its way back to Santa 
Cruz, let alone end up in a museum just across the 
river from where he once lived. It is even less likely 
that he would have envisioned an article about it. 
Yet, given his obsession with Santa Cruz and postal 
history and his propensity for details, it is the type of 
article he himself  might have enjoyed. 
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