
Distance Learning 2020

Science Grades 6 - 8

Unlocking the Potential in ALL Students

Presenter: Crystal Caouette, Secondary Science Supervisor, Middletown Public Schools



Both Schools

Teams: 110 students, 4 core teachers

Cores: ELA, Math, SS, Science

Electives: PE, Health, Art, Music, STEM

1:1 Google Chromebook Technology

Middletown Schools Middle Grades Background

Keigwin Middle 

School 

Students

Grade 6 (%)

Woodrow Wilson

Middle School 

Students

Grades 7 & 8 (%)

Female 48.6 52.6

Male 51.4 47.4

Asian 4.9 4.9

Black 23.2 22

Hispanic 21.4 20.8

White 43.0 46.7

Students with 

Disabilities 

(not including 504)

14.6 13.3

ELL 4 2.1

Free/Reduced Lunch 40.6 43.9

Chronic Absenteeism 9.5 9.6



How did we plan for change? 

Week 1

• MEALS at 4 School Sites

• Organize and Order Chromebooks 

& Hotspots

• Expedite Contract with LINCSpring

• Train Administrators

• Spring Break (Teachers, Students)



How did we plan for change? 

Week 2

• Meals at 4 School Sites

• Handout/Deliver Chromebooks

• Train Teachers with LINCSpring

• Students work on Enrichment

Training Focus

1.Google Classroom

2.Padlet

3.Screencastify

4.EDPuzzle



Middletown Public Schools 
Distance Learning Task Force

Initial Task:
• Define Distance Learning Expectations:  How many assignments?  How long?

Result for Middle School:

• Mondays & Wednesdays:  Science, Math, STEM, Foreign Language, Art

• Tuesday & Thursday:  ELA, Social Studies, PE/Health, Music  

• Asynchronous: Two assignments per week, 40 minutes each (maximum)



Weeks 1 & 2:  Student Engagement, 
New Learning for Teachers, Unit Review

 Focus was to Engage & Reconnect with students

 Teachers were excited and anxious about learning new technology.

 What we learned and tried:

Gizmos

Legends of Learning

EDPuzzle

Padlet

NewsELA

PhET

Concord Consortium

Discussions

Screencastify

YouTube

Parent Emails

Student Emails (NEW)

Google Classroom 

Comments



Moving Forward:  Our Work as a Science 
Department and as Grade Level Teams

Science Teams Grade Level Teams

Google Meet Once Weekly, Email Often Google Meet Once Weekly, Email Often

Focus on Science Learning:  PE & SEP Focus on Engaging Students & Families

Interactive, Simulations, Real World SEL

Data Collection, Make Claims, 

Argumentation from Evidence

Use of Engagement Tracker – Team 

Lead Makes Contact

Collaborate where possible What works in other disciplines?



Best Practices in Science

Grade 6:  Ecosystem Simulation

Grade 7: Seasons Station Lab

Grade 8: Genetics Cloning Debate

Grade 8: Magnetic Cannon Lab

Google App Extensions 

Kami – Draw/Annotate PDF

MOTE – Voice Comments

NOD – Google Meet Reactions

FEEDBACK, FEEDBACK, FEEDBACK!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R7nXaozcCokCGEz35UvJTSjS9oERPmMxnn7wu2-4hV4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AAdYGtg8sc0z9Q-97tQb8jHl94EhSCB_/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tj1Oxia6-W6nxlPEs4Ax_BiLrVNYBqr-m_aN_QqYVcQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YEP85YIw4F8-Zvrsg3H0EVzD_5TUkQkPeiDaGZDAtZM/edit?usp=sharing


MPS Distance Learning Task Force Part 2

Task:
• Determine 

Attendance 

Procedures and 

Policy

• Define Grading 

Policy During 

Distance Learning 

and for the Year

Attendance/Engagement



Final Grade Determination



Challenges, Success, Next Steps

Challenges

 Engaging all students 

 Synchronous learning

 Hands-on labs

Successes

 Community Connectedness

 New Learning & Resources

Next Steps

How will  distance 

learning strategies  

impact future 

instruction?



Contact Information

A special thank you to the Grade 6, 7, & 8 science 
teachers at KMS and WWMS for sharing your 

experiences and wisdom – you’re the best!
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