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NOTE TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN EDITION

This unit was prepared by the Committee on the Study of History,
Amherst College, under contract with the United States Office of Educa-
tion. It is one of a number of units prepared by the Amherst Project,

‘and was designed to be used either in series with other units from the

Project or independently, in conjunction with other materials. While
the units were geared initially for college-preparatory students at
the high school level, experiments with them by the Amherst Project
suggest the adaptability of many of them, either wholly or in part,
for a considerable range of age and ability levels, as well as in a
number of different kinds of courses,

The units have been used experimentally in selected schools
throughout the country, in a wide range of teaching/learning situa-
tions. The results of those experiments will be incorporated in the
Final Report of the Project on Cooperative Research grant H-168,
which will be distributed through ERIC.

Except in one respect, the unit reproduced here is the same as
the experimental unit prepared and tried out by the Project. The
single exception [s the removal of excerpted articles which originally
appeared elsewhere and are under copyright. While the Project received
special permission from authors and publishers to use these materials
in its experimental edition, the original copyright remains in force,
and the Project cannot put such materials in the public domain. They
have been replaced in the present edition by bracketed summaries, and
full bibliographical references have been included in order that the
reader may find the material in the original.

This unit was initially prepared in the summer of 1965




INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIT

Teen-agers are exposed to inereasing displays of disregard for
the law. On television and in the nead-lines fhe examples have
been constant and profuse. VWhether our students! own peer groups
tell them its "cool®” to Yreak the law, or that 1t 1s wrong to do
so, this is a matter of great interest and concern to them--and it

nmust be so for us tooe.

Is it ever right to break the law? Under what conditions do
some people think it is right to break the law? Can a soclety
be strong if it tolerates people who deliberately break the law?
These are the sort of questions with which this unit seeks to deal.
The unit does not pretend to answer those questions @nb:is directed

_ ‘toward helping the student find possible ways of considering them,

--Ways which will help him see .the question with some historical
perspective, help him raise his own intellectual level of approach,
and give him new tools to apply to problems of his own society.

The unit is divided into seven sections. The first five |
deseribe and expose the problem of civil disobedience during the
peried 1830-1850., In that period incidents of civil disobedience
centered. primarily on objections to the continued legality of
‘'slavery, to the Fugitive Slave Law which nhad been passed in 1793,
and to the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. The sixth section deals .
with examples of civil disobedlence between 1955-1965, describing
and discussing resistance to the continued enforcement of segre=-

ation laws or laws which dlssidents contend are used as a means
of discriminating against Negroes. The seventh section, also
using modern incidents, looks at the question from a different
point of view. While in each of the other sections, the people
who were refusing to obey certain laws were opposing slavery, or
championing the cause of an oppressed people, in the seventh and
final section, the “disobedients" are those who seek to uphold the
status quo of the Negro in the United States. This section should
strain to the utmost the student’s ability to be objective no
matter where his personal bias would tend to lead him. It should
also emphasize the impossibility of simple answers to so complex

a question. A

The following pages contain suggestions for the use of this
unit, some general, a few detailed. They can only be suggestions.

Each teacher will doubtless wish to adjust the structure and
organization to fit her style of teaching--and should feel free

to do so.

-

The first three sections comprise a series of brief, vivid
accounts of attacks upon anti-slavery advocates, suggest possible
provocations for the attacks by the victims themselves, and pre-
sent sgme of society's responses to these attacks. Each section
3s preceded by background information. The material in these
sections is mot difficult; it is fairly action-packed and deals -

with events, people, and places.
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If you plan to spend about two weeks on the entire unit, you
will probably want 1o allot three or four days to the first three
sections., The nature of the material peruits a relatively quick
pace and suggssts a wide variety of approaches.

.
-

Each of the first three sections, for example, might be pree.
sented individually, with the students reading a section each
night and discussing it in class the following day; or all three
might be presented to the students with two class periods and two
evenings for reading, in which case the impact of all three sec-
tions could be brought into a discussion.

In any event, the first three sections lead from concrete
situations to a consideration of abstract principles. If students
can be helped to look behind these events in order to consider the
ldeas which motivated them, they will be ready to deal with the
subsequent parts of the unit.

The structure of the first three sections is designed to prce
voke questions. The introduction to the first section asks the
main question outright: "Why were these people attacked?® It is
hoped that through the numerous examples and the class discussion,
students will realizs that although all the victims of attack were

- opposed to slavery, this opposition .alone was not the reason for

the attacks. They may find clues and should approach the second
section with this question in mind. Here they will find evidence
from which they may extract answers. The documents are graphice-
William Lloyd Garrison burning the Constitution, Lydie Maria Child
discussing with approval the possibility of social intercourse
between the two races--~the svidence is concrete. The victims of
attacks are seen doing and saying things which may have provoked
the violence. . :

In the third sectlon students learn the reaction of other
people to the attacks. Here the initial violence is not only re=
lated to an immediate issue, slavery, and to a causal relatione
ship, but in addition it is related to the reactions of society.
In this section the students find the first intimation of the x
central question: If a person believes a law is evil, is 1t right
to disobey 1t? Co :

The letter from William Ellery Channing to James G. Birney,-

may prove somewhat difficult for some students but is included be- -

cause it focuses attention on the key question. In it, Channing
states explicitly that the abolitionists have broken laws. He
also gives his carefully considered opinion that they &are per-
forming an important function in society. Students later will
read Martin Luther King, Jr. making similar observations. Item
three in this section presents a specific rejoinder to Chaniing's
argument, helping to establish at least two points of view in re- .

- gard to the central questipn. Later, when reading Section VI,

students will find Lelbmen and some others making similar argu-
ments against civil disobedience.
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Section Four presents a variety of views on civil disobedience.
These can be discusgsd in relation to one another and in the light
of previous selections. They can also be considered in relation
to the long excerpt from Thoreau which comprises the next section
of the unit. The readings in Section Four fall into three cate-
gories aud are grouped that way in the section:

1) explicatory - Spear

2) opposed to civil disobedience - Hallett, Spencer,
Bledsoe.

«5, 3) Justifying civil disobedience - Parker, Channing,
The American Anti-Slavery Society.

- There may be mors material in this section than 1s possibls to use

effectively in a limifed time. You may find that some documents
are more sultable than others for certain types of students. Any
number of techniques of selection could be applied to it, and any=-
where from two days to a week could be spent considering the
opposing points of view presented uere.

| . Section Five consists of one long excerpt from Thoreau's
YEssay on Civil Disobedience.” In this famous essay Thoreau states
explicltly his wview of the individual’s proper relationship to
government, his reasons for disobveying certain laws, his view of
the function of conscience, and nis concept of the majority of one.

‘This is presented separately and at length because:

1) It is a clear and explicit statement of the formal argu-
ment for civil disobvediences

25 it is sufficiently difficult that students will need to
concentrate on it for an assignment;

3) it provides good "ammunition" for both sides, opponents
find it easy to attack;

4) 4its main points are raised again and again by subsequent

proponents, helping to establish the analogical relation-

ship between historical and modern situations. :

Sectlion Six presents a modern analogy to the historical situa-
tlon the students have been studying. While no analogy is perfect,
there are numerous points of ccmparison which can be used both
to deepen the students® understanding of the earlier problem and
to help them deal with the present one. In a sense this section
is thus a recapitulation of the previous five, opening with some
descriptions of violence and then moving quickly to a consideration
of civil dlsobedlence as a means of social protest and change.
Arguments on both sides of the question are presented. While
some of them may be difficult, the careful preparation of the
earlier sections shouvid ecase the burden.
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This section is probavly too long to be completed in one as=-
signment. You may ~ish to spend as long as a week on it or assign
only selected items from the readings. This might be a good time
for a radical change of pace. It is very likely that 1llustratlions
from current situations will already have been referred to in
class discussions. In any event, a brief research and writing
assignment requiring the use of the Reader®s Guide to Periodical
Literature, newspaper files, and --1f possible--participants in .
local incidents of civil disobedience would make the situation more
real to the student. Such research, used for a brief paper at the
end. of the unit, might be done outside of school hours, while the
regular class periods could be devoted to reading the documents.
Then, armed with their own research into current situations as
well as with the material provided in the unit, students would be
prepared to discuss the ideas as well as the events. These cul-
minating discussions should help the student clarify further his
own thinking in regard to the role of law in a society which must
deal with moral as well as legal problems. ‘

The final section presents the same idea from another point
of view. 1In this section it is the segregationists who declare
their moral duty to disobey laews which they claim to be unjust.
‘The first reading is brief and expllcit. The second may prove
formidible to some students. The purpose of this section 1s to
$1luminate even more sharply if possible the basic question, to
emphasize again the infinite complexity of the central question of
the unit, and to give the students more experience in dealing in :
a rational manner with emotion-packed questions. ]

-
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SECTION I

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

et———— g Sum——

The America of the early 1800's was tumultuous. Plans for humane
improvements and plans for getting rich quick ran side by side through
the society like alternating currents of electricity. The new union of
states was still cutting its baby teeth on the same old problems of
government and power, mza and morals, that had long ago worn down meny
a more invincible social organization.

In the South, Cotton was King, the lend was being farmed out, and
the slaves were multiplying. In the North, industry was developing,
aided by the tariffs and by the stéady influx of cheap immigrant labqr.

In the middle, sat Congress: the Senate maintaining its precarious
balance between the two sections; the Kouse, with 1ts rapidly increas-
ing industrial-city-population base, becoming more "free state" every
year end putting significant federal power into the hands of the eastern
industrialists.

In this uneasy and unruly society, tumult and change were part of
the daily scenery. Theslogical arguments hissed and siézled with the
damnation of hellfire. Humanitarlianism was rampant, often raucous, and
self-righteousness reigned supreme in all the pursuits of man.

Here ars some descriptions of various attacks on individuals during
those vigorous years. As you read them, see if you can find any simi-

larities among these occurrences. Are there any characteristics common

to all which might help explain why these people were attacked?
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1« The following account is from e work oy Perker Pillsbury, who des-
cribes events he had witnessed. Mr. Pillsbury defined the term "anti-
slavery apostles" as applying only to those whose work was in the
lecturing field, "who literally went everywhere preaching the word,
often with their lives in their hands,"’

c o o [Ehg7 brave faithfulness of Mr, [Etephen 3&7 Foster to the
enslaved and to his own solemn convictions, soon triumphed over . . .
religious despotism. He conceived the idea of entering the meeting
houses on Sunday, and at the hour of sermon, respectfully rising and

claiming the right to be heard then and there, on the duties and obli-
gations of the church to those who were in bonds at the south,

Perhaps his most memorable experience at the hands of the civil
law, at the time, was in Concord, in June, 1842. . . . At the close of
the long prayer of morning service, during which, in those days, the
congregation all reverently rose and stood, Foster remsined standing
and when the people were seated, he commenced in a low, solemn and

‘devout manner to say thaet he wished to speek a few words in behalf of

two and half millions of our kidnapped and enslaved countrymen. Nearly
all appeared deeply attentive, and the scene was profoundly serious
and impressive, as became the hour, the place and the theme.

But instantly, the minister from the pulpit called out with much
enger, 'Mr. Foster, we must not be disturbed in cur worshipl! At the
seme time a men high in authorlty, stalked across the house e ¢« « 2nd
seized him by the arm. . . . [Foster/ wes perfectly serene, gentle,
orderly and respectful. . . . He mildly asked the officer . . . if such
conduct as his became g christian, and if Jesus Christ ever interrupted
respectful spesking in such a way or forced anybody out of the house only
for speaking? . . . /The/ officer . < » ordered up the sexton and several
others . . . eand selzing hold of him, carried him by main brute force
out of the house, he making no resistance nerproffering any resistance
by using his own strength or limbs, . . .

All this transpired at the morning service. In the afternoon, Mr.
Foster felt constrained to enter the church again and attempt to speak
a few words before the services commenced. o« o o

He commenced speaking as soon as he entered and before the perfor-
mances had begun, Immediately some young men, without order or authority
« » « Mmost ferociously seized him, dragged him down the aisle and cast
him down as far as the broad stairs of the ascent, from which he wes

TParker Pillsbury, Acts of the Anti-Slaverv Apostles (Clague,
Wegman, Schlicht, & Co., New York, 1883), 129-134.

Al ' s
H .




gt et 4
e

forthwith, in the very spirit of most melignant murder, hurled down the
entire stairway, and then with kicks, hair-pulling and other indignities
thrown out on the ground.

2. The heat generated by the discussions over slavery is illustrated
by the following graphic sccount by William Lloyd Garrison of an attack
upon him.<

As the meeting was to commence at three o'clock P.M. /Oct. 21, 1825/,
I went to the hall about twenty minutes before thet time. Perhaps a
hundred individuals had already gathered around the street door, and
opposite i the building their number wes repidly augmenting.  On ascend-
ing into the hall, I found about fifteen or twenty ladies assembled,
sitting with serene countenances, znd a crowd of moisy intruders . . .
through whom I urged my way with considerable difficulty. "Thai's
Garrison," was the exclemation of some of their number, as I quietly
took my seat. Percelving that they had no intention of retiring, I
went to them and calmly said, "Gentlemen, perhaps you are not aware that
this 1s a2 meeting of the Boston Female Antislavery Society, celled and
intended exclusively for lsdies and those only who have been invited to
address them. Understanding this fact, you will not be so rude or inde-
corous as to thrust your presence upon this meeting. If, gentlemen,"
I pleasantly continued "any of you are lsdies in disguise,--why, only
apprise me of the fact, give me your names, and I will introduce you to
the rest of your sex, and you cen take seats among them eccordingly.". . .

The stairway and upper door of the hall were soon densely filled
with a brazen-faced crew, whose behavior grew more snd more indecent and
outrageous. Perceiving that it would be impracticable for me, or any
other person to address the ladies; and believing, as I was the only
male Abolitionist in the hall, that my presence would serve as a pre-
text for the mob to annoy the meeting, I held a short colloquy with the
excellent President of the Society, telling her that I would withdraw
unless she particularly desired me to stay. It wes her earnest wish that
I would retire, as well for my own safety as for the peace of the
meeting.

In the mean time the crowd in the street had augmented from a
hundred to thousends. . . . /The/ Mayor had now arrived. ... . 4s well .
might he have attempted to propitiate a troop of ravenous wolves. None
went away, but the tumult continued momentzrily to increase.

Notwithstanding the presence and frantic behavior of rioters in the
hall, the meeting of the Society was regularly called to order by the
President. She read a select and appropriate portion of Scripture, and

h)

2Williem L. Garrison, Pepers Relating io the Gerrison Mob,
Theodore Lyman, ed. (Welch, Bigelow and Company, Cambridge, 1870), 31-38.




offered a fervent prayer to God for direction end succor, and the for-
giveness of enemies and rioters. . o . They now attempted to break down
the partition, and partizlly succeeded; but that little band of women
still meintained their ground unshrinkingly, and endeavored to transact
their business. . . . An assault was now made upon the door of the office,
the lower panel of which was instantly dashed to pieces.’ Stooping down,
and glaring upon me as I sat at the desk, writing an account of the

riot to a distant friend, the ruffians cried out--"There he is! That's
Garrison! Out with the scoundrell" . . .

Two or three constables having cleared the hall and staircase of
the mob, the Mayor came in and ordered the ladies to desist, assuring
them that he could not any longer guarantee protection. . . . Accordingly
they adjourned, to meet at the house of one of their number; for the
completion of their business; but as they passed through the crowd they
were greeted with "taunts, hisses, and cheers of mobocratic triumph,
from gentlemen of property and standing from 2ll parts of the city."
Even their absence did not diminish the throng. . . . /The/ ladies were
not there; but "Garrison is there!”. . . "Garrison! Garrison! We must
heve Garrison! Out with him! Lynch himi" , . .

It was now apparent that the multitude would not disperse till I
left the building, and as an egress out of the front door was impossible,
the Mayor and some of his assistants, as well as some of my friends,
earnestly besought me to escape in the rear of the building.

Preceded by my faithful and beloved friend, J.R.C., Idropped from
a back window on to a shed, and nerrowly escaped falling headlong to
the ground. We entered into a carpenter's shop, through which we
attempted to get into Wilson's Lane, but found our retreat cut off by
the mob, They raised a shout as soon as we came in sight; but the pro-
prietor promptly closed the door of his shop,.kept them at bay for a
time, and thus kindly afforded me an opportunity to find some other
passage. I told Mr. C. it would be futile to attempt to escape,=--I
would go out to the mob, and let them dezl with me as they might elect;
but he thought it was my duty to avoid them as long as possible., Ve
then went upstairs and, finding a vacancy in one corner of the room, I
got into it, and he and a young lad piled up some boards in front of me
to shield me from observation. In a few minutes several suffians broke
into the chamber, seized Mr. C. in a rough manner, snd led him out to
the view of the mob, seying, "This is not Garrison, but Garrison's and
Thompson's friend, and he says he knows where Garrison is, but won'!t
tell." Then a shout of exultation was raised by the mob, and what became

of him I do not know; though as I was immediately discovered, I presume

he escaped without materisl injury. On seeing me, three or four of the
rioters, uttering a yell, furiously dragged me to the window, with the
intention of hurling me from that height to the ground; but one of them
relented, and seid, "Don't let us kill him outright." So they drew me
back, and coiled a rope about my body,--probably to drag me through the
streets, I bowed to the mob, and, requesting them to wait patiently
until I could descend, 'went down upon a ladder that was raised for that

e waer W e
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purpose., I fortunately extricated myself from the rope, and was selzed
by two or three of the leading rioters, powerful and athletic men, by
whom I was dragged along . . . & friendly voice in the crowd shouting,
"He shan't be hurt! He is an American!" This seemed to excite sympathy
in the breasts of some others, and they reiterated the same cry. Blows,
however, were aimed at my head by such as were of a cruel spirit, and

at last they succeeded in tearing nearly all my clothes from my body.
Thus was I dragged through Wilson's Lane into State Sireet, 1n the rear
of the City Hell. . . &

As we approached the south door, the Mayor attempted to protect
me by his presence; but as he was unassisted by any show of authority
or force, he was quickly thrust aside; and now came a tremendous rush
on the part of the mob to prevent my entering the hall. For a time the
confliet was desperate; but at length a rescue was effected by a posse
that came to the help of the Mzyor, by whom I was carried up to the
Mayor'!s room. « .

After a brief consultation, the mob densely surrounding and
threatening the City Hell and Post-Office, the Mayor and his advisors
said that my life depended on committing me to jail, ostensibly as a
disturber of the peace. Accordingly e hack was got ready at the door,
and I was put into it supported by Sheriff Parkman and Ebenezer Bailey,
the Mayor leading the way. And now ensued a scene which baffles all
description. As the ocean, lashed to fury by e storm, seeks to whelm
a bark beneath the waves, so did the mob, enraged at their dissppoint-
ment, rush like a whirlwind upon the frail vehicle in which I sat, and-
endeavored to dreg me out of it. Escape seemed a physical impossibility. 3
They clung to the wheels, dashed open the doors, seized hold of the o
horses, and tried to upset the carrisge. They were, however, vigorously ;
repulsed by the police, 2 constable sprang in by nmy side, the doors - ]
were closed, and the driver, using his whip on the bodles of the horses ;
and on the heads of the rioters, happily mede an opening through the ' A
crowd, and drove with all speed to Leverett Sireet. ]

In a few moments I was locked up in a cell, sefe from my persecutors,
accompanied by two delightful essociates,--a good conscience and a cheer-
ful mind,
3. A vivid description of the abolitionist movement and its problems
was written by an English woman, Eliza Wigham, whose work was widely : j

distributed in Great Britein.>

In 1838, a second conventlon of women was held; and on this occasion
it was that the most violent attacks were made upon them. The Legislature

3E1ize Wigham, The.Anti-Slavery Couse in America and Its Martyrs : :
(A. W, Bennett, London, 1863), 35-37. |
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of Pennsylvenia had been eroused to fiercer persecution of the free peo-
ple of colour, and had denied them civil rights, which before hed been
accordrd them. When, therefore, the friends of the slave began to
assemble in the Quaker city, end the coloured people flocked to join
them in Pennsylvanie Hell, the violence and rage of the populace knew
no bounds. A yelling mob beset the doors, and fierce shouts of wrath
interrupted the proceedings of the meeting; but the mild voice of

Angelina Weld was heard above the uproar, and Marie Y. Chapmen appeared

on the platform to take her stand at the post of peril. She was ill;
an attack of fever rendered her almost unable to stand; but her per-
sonal beauty accorded well with +he thrilling tones of her voice and
the summary of duty she strove to enforce ;--""0ur principles teach us
to avoid that spurious charity which would efface moral distinctions,
end that our duty to the sinner is not to palliate, but to pardon--not
to excuse, but to forgive, freely, full, as we hope to be forgiven."
The fury of the mob manifested itself in threats and insults for four
days and nights, yet no action was interposed on the par® of the
authorities; and at last the rioters broke into the Hall, heaped the
furniture and books in the centre, and burned them and the building
together., Not satisfied with this sacrifice to their rage, they set
afire to the Coloured Orphan Asylum, which had no more to do with
gbolition than any other benevolent institution in Philadelphia.

L. The following two excerpts are fpom William Birney's biography of

his faether, James G. Birney, & well-known abolitionistsé

The most dangerous mob at Cincinnati was the one in 1841, against
the English confectioner, Burnett. He was a zealous abolitionist,
bold as a lion, end had a sharp tongue which he used freely against
sleve-holders and their abettors. He was generous and genial, and had
warm friends. Having rescued a slave girl and sent her safely to Canada,
he jeered at the masters and some constables who were seeking the
fugitive. The anti-English mania was aroused. A mob collected on three
successive evenings to take Burnett from his house and hang him. He dis-
dained to run; besides his person was SO generally known that he could
hardly have escaped. Twelve friends helped him snd his two sons to
defend his house. The numerous assaultls were repul.sed by throwing
lumps of stove coal from the upper windows. A large quantity was daily
transferred from the cellar to the upper floors. Firearms were reserved
for the last resorte . « o Many of the assailants were severely injured;
but the assailed, owing to the adjustment of slenting barricades in
front of the windows and the great strength of the lower door and window

blinds, escaped with & few bruises. On the third night, at a very late

hour, the mayor interfered; but rot until the garrison had threatened to
use its firearms. . o o He /the mayor/ was a bitter anti-abolitionist,
and probably thought it desirable that Burnett and his friends should be

worsted. At any rate, he let the mob run for three nightse « o

LWilliam Birney, James G. Birnev and His Times (D. Appleton and
end Compeny, New York, 1890), 251-252, 2(1-247.




At midnight July 12, 1836, a band of thirty or forty men, including
those who stood ss sentries at different points on the street, made an
assault on the premises of Mr. Pugh, the printer, scaled a high wall by
which the lot was enclosed, and with the aid of a ledder and plank
mounted the roof of the press-office. They then made their way through
a window on the room into the room below, intimidated into silence. . .
a boy who wes asleep there . . . tore up the paper that was preparcd
for thet week's number of the 'Philanthropist!, es well ss a large part
of the impression of a number that had not been meiled, destroyed the
ink, dismantled the press, and carried away many of its principal parts

On Saturday night, July 30, very soon after dark, a concourse of
citizens assembled at the corner of Main and Seventh Streets in this
city, and, upon & short consultation, broke ope:. the printing-office
of the 'Philanthropist!, the abolition paper, scattered the type into
the streets, tore down the presses, and completely dismentled the
office. « . + A portion of the press was then dragged down the Main
Street, broken up, and thrown into the river. The Zxchange was then
vislted and refreshments taken. . . . An attack was then made upon the
residence of some blacks in Church Alley; two guns were fired upon
the assailants and they recoiled. . . . A second attack was made, the
houses were found empty and their interior contents destroyed. . . «

5. The Reverend Elijeh P. Lovejoy, who is the principel figure in
the following selection, was editor of "The Observgr," en abolitionist
newspaper printed at Alton, Illinois. Locvejoy had been forced to move
several times because of vigorous local objections to the publicetion
of his newspaper.5

On Monday evening /November 4, 1837/ between forty and fifty citizens
met in the warechouse of Godfrey, Gilman & Co., where the /printing/ press
was to be stored, in order to form themselves into 2 volunteer company,
to act under the direction of the Mayor, in defense of the lew. « o &

The Editor of the "Observor" was not there. His dwelling had been
attacked but a few nights before, and himself and sister narrowly
escaped being hit with a heavy brickbat, sufficient to take life. In
consequence of the nightly expectation of an assault, he made arrange-
ments with a brother then with him, to watch alternately every other
night, at home and at the store. . . . '

5Joseph C. and Owen Lovejoy, Memoir of the Rev. Elijsh P. Lovejoy
(J. 8. Taylor, New York, 1338), 283-292.
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About ten o'clock /November 57 the drunkeries and coffee-~houses
begen to belch forth their inmates, and a mob of about thirty individuels
armed, some with stones, and some with guns end pistols, formed them-
selves into a line on the south end of_ the store next to the river,
knocked and hailed the store. . . . /0/ne of +he owners of the store
asked them from the garret door, what they wanted. Their leader,
William Carr, replied, '"the press," Mr. Gilman told them that it would
not be given up. . « . The mob then went round to the opposite side of
the warehouse, and commenced throwing stones, which soon demolished
several windows. Those in the building had agreed not to fire unless
their lives were endangered. Afiter throwing stones for some time, the
mob fired two or three guns into the building, without however wound-
ing anyone. The fire wes then returned from within, two or three
guns discharged upon the rioters, several of their number wounded, and
one by the name of Bishop, mortally. This checked the efforts of the
mob and they departed, carrying away those that were wounded. The
number is not known as they were concealed by their friends. After a
visit to the rum shops, they returned with ladders and other materieals
to set fire to the roof of the warehouse, shouting with fearful impre-
cations end curses, "Burn them out, burn them out." They now kept
themselves on the side of the building where there were no windows, so
that they could not be annoyed or driven away by those within the
building, unless they ceme out. This of course would be extremely
dangerous, as the night was perfectly clear, and the moon at its full.
The Mayor and Justice Robbins were then deputed by the mob to bear a
flag of truce to those within, proposing as terms of capituvlation, that
the press should be given up, and on that condition, they might be per-
mitted to depart unmolested, and that no other property should be
destroyed. . « « They promptly replied that they came there to defend
their property, and should do it. . . . On returning and reporting the
result of his embassy, the mob set up a shout, a~nd rushed on with cries
of "Fire the building . . ." "Shoot every damn Abolitionist as he
leaves! . . ."

The mob now raised their lsdders and placed them on 'the north-
east corner of the store, end kindled a fire on the roof, which although
of wood did not burn very readily. About five individuals now volun-
teered to go out and drive them away. They left the building on the
south end, came around to the south-east corner of the building, turned
the angle, and two or three fired upon the man on the ladder, drove him
sway and dispersed the mob. They then returned into the store and re-
loaded. Our brother and Mr. Weller, with one or two others again
stepped to the door, and sceing no one, stood looking round just without
the threshhold, our brother being a littlc before the others and more
exposed. OSeveral of the mob had in the meantime, concealed themselves
behind a pile of lumber that lay at a short distance. One of them had
a two-barrelled gun and fired. Our brother received five balls, three
in his breast, two on the left and one on the right side, one in the
abdomen, end one in his left arm. He turned quickly round into the
store, ran hastily up a flight of stairs, with his arms across his
breast, ceme into the ccunting room, and fell, exhausted cleiming,
"Oh God I am shot, I am shot," and. expired in a few moments, . . . Mr.
Harnud then went up to the scuttle, and informed the mob that Mr. Lovejoy




wes dead and that they would give up the press, provided they might be
allowed to escape unmolested. When this announcement was made the mob
set up & yell of exultation which rent the very heavens, and swore that
they should all find a grave where they were. « » « All except two or ~
three then laid down their arms, left the building at the southern door,
and fled down the river. As they escaped, they were fired upon by the
mob « « . The mob then rushed into the building--the fire being extin-
guished--threw the press out of the window upon the shore, broke it to
pieces, snd threw it into the river. They destroyed no other property
except a few guns. They offered no indignity to their murdered victin,
who lay on & cot in the counting-room. « . . The next morning the oloody
remsins of our brother were removed by a few friends from the ware-
house to his dwelling; and as the hearse moved slowly along through the
street, it was saluted with Jeers and scoffs, which showed that the
hatred of his enemies still raged in their breasts, unsatisfied even
with his blood: « « &

6. The following excerpts are from & book by Harriet Martineau, e

well=known French woman who travelled extensively in the United States

in the first half of the nineteenth century.6

On the 223 of March, 1833, there appeared in the' "Liberator" the
following advertisement:--

Principal of the Canterbury (Connecticut) Femele
_ Boarding School, returns her most sincere thanks to

those who have patronized her School, snd would give
information that, on the first Monday of April next,
her School will be opened for the reception of young
Ladies and little Misses of color. The branches
taught are as follows:-=Reading, Writing, Arithmetic,
English Grammer, &c. /[sig/e « « «

The reason of this announcement was, that Miss Crandeall, a young
lady of established reputation in her profession, had been urgently
requested to under-take the tuition of e child of light color, had
sdmitted her among the white pupils, had subsequently admitted a second,
thereby offending the parents of her former pupils; and, on being
threatened on the one hand with the loss of all her scholars, end urged
on the other to take more of a dark complexion, had nobly resolved to
continue to take young ladies of color, letting the white depart, if
they so pleased. « « «

A town meeting was called on the appearsnce of the advertisement,
and the school was denounced in violent terms. Miss Crandall silently

blarriet Martineau, The Mertvr Age of the United States (Weeks,
Jordan & Co., Boston, 1839), 13-25. .
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prosecuted her plan. The legislature wes petitioned, through the
exertion of a leading citizen . . . and a law wes obtained in the course
of the month of May, making it a pcnal offence to establish any school
for the instruction of colored persons, not inhabitants of the State,
or to instruct, board, or harbor per