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AWS 2019 Annual Conference Program

Start - End Activity

6:45am - 6:00pm Registration Open 

7:00 - 8:00am Academic Poster Contests for Residents and Medical Students

Committee Meetings

7:30 - 8:00am  Continental Breakfast in the Surgeons' Lounge

8:00 - 8:15am Opening Remarks

Welcome by Sharon Stein, MD, FACS

Welcome by ACS President Elect Valerie Rusch, MD, FACS 

8:15 - 9:00am Developing, Transforming and Pivoting Your Personal Brand

Introduction by Robin Williams, MD, FACS

Presentation by Carla Pugh, MD, PhD, FACS

9:00 - 9:45am Panel Discussion: How my Vision Helped Me

Moderated by Madeline Torres, MD & Gayle DiLalla, MD, FACS with:

Maya Babu, MD, FACS, Karen Brasel, MD, FACS, Vikisha Fripp, MD, FACS, Julie Ann Sosa, MD, FACS & Dana Telem, MD, FACS

9:45 - 10:00am AWSF Grant Recipient Presentation

Introduction by Carrie Sims, MD, PhD

AJS / Ethicon Grant Winner: Evaluation of Pre-Transplant T Cell Exhaustion as a Mechanism for Recipient Immune Dysfunction and Liver 

Transplant Futility

Keri E. Lunsford, MD, PhD, FACS

10:00 - 10:30am Networking in the Surgeons' Lounge

10:30 - 11:45am Hands-on Workshop: A Commitment to Sculpting our Future

Introduction by Sharon Stein, MD, FACS

Presentation by Lina Mehta, MD 

11:45am - 12:30pm Landmark Papers in Surgery

Moderated by Marion Henry, MD, FACS, FAAP & Megan Delisle, MD

Do female surgeons learn or teach differently?

Resident: Maddie Torres, MD | Faculty: Jennifer Erdrich, MD

Interpreting Signals in the Labor Market: Evidence from Medical Referrals

Resident: Kathleen Cannon, MD | Faculty: Sigrid Bairdain, MD

Gender and Letters of Recommendation: A Linguistic Comparison of the Impact of Gender on General Surgery Residency Applicants

Resident: Mimi Tan, MD | Faculty: Judith French, PhD

Assessing Gender Bias in Qualitative Evaluations of Surgical Residents

Resident: Erin Strong, MD | Faculty: Arghavan Salles, MD, PhD

A Systematic Review of Gender-Based Differences in Hirsch Index Among Academic Surgeons

Resident: Sujata Saha, MD | Faculty: Sara Myers, MD

Resident Autonomy in the Operating Room: Does Gender Matter?

Resident: Megan Vu, MD | Faculty: Antonia Henry, MD

Senior Commenter: Karen Brasel, MD, MPH 

12:30 - 1:45pm Lunch, Presidential Speech & Business Meeting

1:45 - 2:15pm AJS Paper Session 

Moderated by Kandace McGuire, MD, FACS & Caroline Reinke, MD, FACS

Chronic Stress Induces Persistent Low-Grade Inflammation with Alicia Mohr, MD, FACS 

Decreasing Rates of Axillary Lymph Node Dissections Over Time: Implications for Surgical Resident Exposure and Operative Skills Development with 

Laura Rosenberger, MD, FACS 

Mastectomy is no longer an indication for postoperative opioid prescription at discharge with Kristin Rojas, MD   

2:15 - 3:00pm Keynote: Disruptive Technology in Surgery 

Introduction by Marie Crandall, MD, FACS

Presentation by Gretchen P. Jackson, MD, PhD, FACS

3:00 - 4:00pm Breakout Sessions:

1) Partnering with Corporate Entities for a Better Surgical Community with Sareh Parangi, MD, FACS, Patricia Sylla, MD, FACS, Kate Masschelein, 

Saahil Mehta, MD & Linda Richetelli-Pepe | Scribes: Lena Trager & Mellissa Ward, MD

2) Disrupting Surgical Education with Patricia J. Numann, MD, FACS, Rebecca Hoffman, MD, Lina Mehta, MD & Emily Steinhagen, MD, FACS | Scribe: 

Samantha Baker, MD

3) Moving the Needle Forward in International Surgery with Hilary Sanfey, MB BCh, FACS, Farah Bhatti, MBBChir, MD, April Camilla Roslani, FRCS, MBBCh & 

Heather Bougard, MBChB | Scribe: Camila Roginski Guetter, MD

4) Keeping a Private Practice in the 21st Century with Lynn O'Connor, MD, FACS | Scribe: Andrea Rowland

4:00 - 4:30pm Networking in the Surgeons' Lounge

4:30 - 5:30pm Microaggression Master Class

Led by Julie A. Freischlag, MD, FACS with Barbara Bass, MD, FACS, Sharmila Dissanaike, MD, FACS, Melina Kibbe, MD, FACS, Mary Killackey, MD, FACS, 

Anne C. Mosenthal, MD, FACS, Leigh A. Neumayer, MD, FACS, Patricia Roberts, MD, FACS, Betsy Tuttle-Newhall, MD, FACS, Sandra Wong, MD, FACS 

& Martha A. Zeiger, MD, FACS

5:30 - 6:30pm S.H.E. Talks: Women in Surgery: What's on My Mind

Introduction by Chantal Reyna, MD, FACS

Presentations by Jayme Locke, MD, FACS, Thomas Varghese, MD, FACS, Michaela West, MD, PhD, FACS & Suzanne Yoder, MD, FACS

6:30 - 8:00pm Wine and Cheese and Networking in the Surgeons' Lounge



A Special Thanks To:

Empower Level Supporters



A Special Thanks To:

Engage Level Supporters

AJS Best Paper Sponsor



A Special Thanks To:

Educational Grant Supporters

Association of Women Surgeons 
Foundation

Ethicon GE Precision Healthcare

AWS wishes to recognize and thank the following companies for their 
commercial support of this educational activity:



AWS Exhibitors

HOEP

Latino Surgical Society

Medi Lazer

Nina McLemore

NZG Medical Pharm

PreludeDX

SAGES

THD America, Inc. 

With Grace B. Bold, LLC



AWS Department of Surgery Supporters

Dr. Jeffrey B. Matthews
University of Chicago 

Dr. Timothy Eberlein
Washington University School of 

Medicine

Dr. Fabrizio Michelassi
Weill Cornell Medicine

DIAMOND SUPPORTERS



AWS Department of Surgery Supporters

GOLD SUPPORTERS
Dr. Todd K. Rosengart

Michael E. DeBakey
Department of Surgery

Baylor College of Medicine

Dr. Elliot Chaikof
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

Dr. Bruce Gewertz
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Dr. Allan D. Kirk 
Duke University School of 

Medicine

Dr. Ashraf Mansour 
Spectrum Health

Dr. Jeffrey Sussman
The University of Cincinnati

Dr. Ronald DeMatteo
University of Pennsylvania



AWS Department of Surgery Supporters

SILVER SUPPORTERS

Dr. Gerard Doherty
Brigham and Women's Hospital

Dr. Alfonso Torquati
Rush University Medical Center

Dr. Mary Killackey
Tulane University School of 

Medicine

Dr. Timothy Billiar
University of Pittsburgh

Dr. Conor Delaney
Cleveland Clinic

Dr. Mary Hawn
Stanford University

Dr. Julie Ann Sosa 
University of California 

San Francisco

Dr. David Linehan
University of Rochester

Dr. Susan Reid
McMaster University

Dr. Michael Tarnoff
Tufts Medical Center 

Dr. Thomas Scalea
R Adams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center
University of Maryland 

Dr. Douglas Wood
University of Washington

Dr. Mohsen Shabahang
Geisinger

Dr. Sharmila Dissanaike
Texas Tech University Health 

Sciences Center Lubbock

Dr. Joseph Sabik
University Hospitals

Cleveland Medical Center

University Surgical 
Associates



AWS Department of Surgery Supporters

BRONZE SUPPORTERS

Dr. Jennifer F. Tseng
Boston University School of Medicine

Boston Medical Center

Dr. Sandra L. Wong
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Dr. Betsy Tuttle-Newall
East Carolina University

Dr. Barbara Bass
Houston Methodist Hospital

Dr. Romano Delcore
Kansas University Health System

Dr. Patricia Roberts
Lahey Hospital and Medical Center

Dr. Douglas B. Evans
Medical College of Wisconsin

Dr. Kenneth Azarow
Oregon Health & Science 

University

Dr. Charles J. Yeo
Thomas Jefferson University

Dr. Sean C. Grondin
University of Calgary

Dr. Gilbert R. Upchurch
University of Florida

Dr. David W. Mercer
The University of Nebraska

Dr. Jeffrey E. Lee
The University of Texas

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Dr. Rebecca Minter
University of Wisconsin

School of Medicine and Public Health

Dr. Seth J. Karp
Section of Surgical Sciences

Vanderbilt University Medical Center




