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world’s most advanced electronics under the ~ where to go. There’s only one authorized

hood. Electronics created by Bosch. Bosch service center in Seattle—Hermann’s
Bosch designed and produced your German Auto Service.

car’s electronic ignition, fuel injection, anti- And at Hermann’s, we not only know

lock braking systems and other electronic Bosch, we also know Bayerische Motoren
components. So it makes good sense to bring  Werke. So call Hermann. When it comes
your BMW service to a service center to fine cars, we speak fluent German.
trained and equipped by Bosch.
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6800 Roosevelt Way NE BOSCH Eﬁflfgri sed

Seattle 522-7766 . Service
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The World According to Meguiar's

(Editor’s Note: This is the first of two
installments of Thomas B. Nast's
magnum opus on the care of BMW
exteriors. We thank Tom for this fine
article and photos. This should be a
“clip and save” for concours entrants.)

How to keep new paint looking new
has always baffled me. Wash it, and I
get scratches. Wax it, I get more scrat-
ches.It seems like the cleaner I try to
keep it, the more scratched it gets. I’'m
not talking about gouges, just light
scratching. Take the car to a detail
shop (at least to judge from cars I’ve
seen), and you can add swirls to the list
of horrors. And I know I have a lot of
company.

One solution (to which I plead guilty)
is to minimize washing and wax only
once a year. Assuming the car is gar-
aged, this does minimize paint dam-
age, at the expense of appearance and
oxidation. It is not really a solution at
all, any more than a hat is a solution to
baldness. Fortunately, there is a real
remedy to the dilemma, and it is
Meguiar’s.

There are more companies making
car care products than there are rust
pockets in a Karmann-bodied coupe,
and I cannot say that Meguiar’s is the
best. I have not tried them all (I have
tried dozens, however). I have found
only one line that seems to consistently
work, with emphasis on consistent. In
addition, Meguiar’s has done more to
see that its products are used properly
(read, “successfully”), than any other
manufacturer I know of (at least
through its reps - its printed literature
is a bit confusing). The assistance of
Mike Phillips, the former Northwest
Meguiar’s representative, should be
acknowledged at this point.

by Thomas B. Nast

Photos by the author and Ken Schmidt

Copyright 1990 by Thomas B. Nast

He freely gave of his time and tech-
nique so that I could author this arti-
cle, but the views expressed herein are
my own. I am not a Meguiar’s sales-
man, and I feel that if you already have
a system which works for you, stick
with it. For example, I can suggest no
Meguiar’s compound which will do a
better job on chrome than Simich-
rome. But if you have had decades of
frustration, as I have, with $6.00 waxes
wasting $3,000.00 paint jobs, read on.

Mr. Achilles takes a stand. Unfor-
tunately, Meguiar’s has assigned an
array of numbers to its products which
makes even less sense than BMW’s
numbering “system”, and is further
aggravated by the great variety of
Meguiar’s products. I still have some
Meguiar’s bottles from the good old
days, sans numbers and hype-names,
but at present you have no choice but
to learn which numbered product does
what. Since you are not running a
detail shop and are (presumably) con-
cerned with only one or two cars,
probably ahalf-dozen products will do
it for you. Don’t let the numbers intim-
idate you, you only need to learn a few.

Another bit of lameness is Meguiar’s’
naming of products — “Professional”
this, “Hi-Tech” that, culminating in
“No. 11 Professional Hi-Tech Finesse
Quick-Step”. Such monikers will not
be honored by further repetition in
these pages, but I do not believe that
the fellow who engineered the pro-
ducts was the same telephone sanitizer
who named them.

Theory. The theory behind Meguiar’s
products is simple. A system is needed
to care for the car’s finish, not just one
or more ‘universal’ products. First,
take out scratching and don’t put any
in. Second, put oils back into the paint
instead of taking them out. Third,
avoid wax buildups or anything which
will dull the natural gloss of the paint.

This theory is expressed in Meguiar’s
products in a number of ways. Sol-
vents and detergents are avoided.
Abrasives which will not break down
are not used. Nearly every product has
feeder oils, which replenish the natural
oils in paint. Almost no carnuba wax is

included, as solvents are needed to
make it flow and it leads to wax build-
up. Silicones are avoided in nearly
every product except the waxes, where
they are used as binders. And the foam
pads for machine use are about the
best product to come down the pike for
polishing without inducing swirling.

Sanding and blocking. Sometimes a
scratch will need to be sanded out, or
touch-up paint will need to be blocked
down so it blends with the rest of the
paint. (And sometimes whole cars need
to be wet-sanded, but this is beyond
the scope of this article).

Sanding is done with Meguiar’s
Nikken sandpaper. This has a very
even distribution of grit of closely con-
trolled size. It comes in grades from 80
to 2000 grit - you will mostly be con-
cerned with the 2000. It should be
soaked overnight before use, and used
with dilute No. 00 as a lubricant. The
E-7200 backing pad is an excellent
backing. Two sheets of sandpaper and
a new backing pad runs about three In
sanding, you will simply feather the
scratch out.

Sanding blocks are used to work out
defects above the paint surface.
Meguiar’s blocks (which are fairly
small) come from 400 to 3000 grade,
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...from the
editors

The 5351’s greatest performance
strength lies in its crisp and commu-
nicative steering. With it, BMW’s
agility is a joy. And it’s nice to know
that if you ever overcook the short-
coupled 5-Series into a corner, its
steering 1s so effective a redeemer.

(Road & Track)

Gunter Kramer, chairman and
president of BMW North America
has relinquished his position as chief
executive officer. He will continue on
as chairman. Karl Gerlinger is the
new president and CEO. (Autoweek)

Mercedes-Benz of North America’s
marketing chief has Jordan insists the
drop in S-Class sales in 1989 isn’t due
to competition from BMW. In 88,
Jordan admits, “some S60SEL buyers
went to the 750iL. There are always
some customers in the marketplace
who will buy these expensive
products that have some novelty
value (i.e. the BMW’s V-12). But (in
the case of the 750iL, also in a sales
decline) this has passed. File that for
the 92 arrival of M-B’s own 6.0-liter
V-12.  (Autoweek)

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration has begun
engineering studies to determine if
BMW braking systems are defective.
NHTSA has reported that BMW
owners have complained of their cars
not being able to be driven because
the brakes seize up and then not
release. Of 185,000 1985-87 BMWs
on the road equipped with the
braking system, 182 owners have
complained, though NHTSA also
said the problem seems to affect all
the ABS-equipped models.
(Automotive News)

BMW has developed a new multi-
link rear axle which debuts in the
850i. Its center-piece is a compact
subframe which accommodates the
differential, the separately mounted
shock absorbers and coil springs, the
anti-roll bar as well as no fewer than
five suspension elements, namely
three wishbones, one longitudinal
control arm, and the so-called
integral arm which links the lower
trailing arm to the upper wishbone.
Among the key advantages of this
complex but space-saving layout are
said to be above-average anti-squat
and anti-dive properties, well
balanced suspension dynamics which
soften the reaction to sudden front-
to-rear weight transfers by
counteracting the car’s tendency to
oversteer, a near-perfect insulation
from road and driveline noise,
adaptive camber changes which
reduce high-speed tire strain, and a
new type of flexible fore-aft trailing
arm mount which ensures any
interference (braking/accelerating/
cornering) does not affect the
opposite wheel. (Car & Driver)
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Driving the Evil Empire

Despite the title, this isn’t about the
trip from Lake Baikal to Leningrad in
a Lada. We get along with godless
communists now. In fact, they proba-
bly always were more trusted than
those fiendish denizens to the south of
us. You know the ones - they are the
nemesis of the Northwest psyche. They
brought us gang violence, drugs, con-
gestion, and skyrocketing real estate
prices. Need I go on? We're talking the
“C word” here - California/

Well, you might say, Californians
are responsible for alot of these things.
I'might even agree with you on some of
them: playing New Age Music in pub-
lic constitutes auditory murder and
should be treated with the sort of
respect generally accorded convicted
war criminals.

On the other hand, there have been
more and more complaints in the local
press lately about California trans-
plants’ driving habits — how they drive
too fast, how they are too aggressive,
how they are in general disrupting the
standard somnambulistic Northwest
driving style. This may well be true.
But maybe we need to be woken up.
For there is little doubt that in the
northern two-thirds of the state at
least, California is a better place to
drive than Washington or even Oregon.

What makes driving in California
better won’t be shown by a comparison
of practical considerations. If anything,
California comes up more than a bit
short there. Congestion is as bad or
worse, insurance and maintenance are
frightfully expensive (mechanics and
insurance agents pay rent too) and
more restrictive air pollution laws mean
that some things you can do in Wash-
ington won’t pass muster in California.
On the plus side, a buyer there will find
a greater variety of desirable cars to
choose from, as a glance through the
classified section of the San Francisco
Chronicle will reveal.

by Tom Williams

But we haven't really been talking
aboutdriving. We’ve been talking about
owning, maintaining, and insuring a
car, not about driving one. And here is
where California beats the Northwest
handily.

How can this be? For one thing, the
drivers are simply better. Why? Because
they know the rules and assess the traf-
fic conditions better than people do
here. This definitely leads to more pre-
dictable driving.

A more predictable driving envir-
onment doesn’t mean that you can
always count on other drivers doing
the right thing; common sense says
that would be foolish. However, the
relative higher predictability in Cali-
fornia spawns other benefits. For
example, people actually go when they
are supposed to at four-way stops! The
ridiculous charade which passes for
right-of-way behavior here is laugha-
ble in contrast. I don’t know about
you, but it really is pointless to be
engaging in semaphore exercises when
one could actually be going someplace,
which I assume is the point of driving
in the first place.

Let’s examine in detail just one
instance where an active role in driving
produces better traffic flow. In Cali-
fornia, people are much better at using
the left lane only to pass. If they get out
there to pass a truck and slow you
down, they will generally move back
over into the right lane after complet-
ing the pass. Why? Drivers use their
mirrors and a far greater percentage
don’t take being passed as a personal
affront.

In Washington, it’s 50-50 that the
passer will stay glued in the left lane,
forcing everyone behind them to use
the right lane to pass. Since the right
lane is for slower cars, and some actu-
ally use it for this purpose, traffic gets
disrupted as the faster cars use the
starboard lane to pass the sleeping

pilot. Invariably, Rip Van Winkle
awakes and gets mad because everyone
is passing him. This leads to “The
Race”, in which the luckless soul who
was passing Rip when awoke engages
Rip in a contest to see if he can get
around and in front of Rip without
wrecking anyone’s car. This in turn
results in somewhat closer tolerances
when lane changing, which may be
entertaining but isn’t exactly safe.

Californians will generally yield the
left lane even when they are at or over
the limit themselves. This is a real
departure from Washington practice.
In this state, many seem to think that
“I'm doing the speed limit, I have a
right to be here”, even if the air flow
from cars passing on the right is enough
to suck off their mirrors. These types
remain where they were, staring straight
ahead, oblivious to the world around
them.

This is but one of several examples
of Washington drivers’ inattentiveness
or lack of concern causing problems.
How about a few others? Driving
down the middle of a three lane city
street and then stopping at the inter-
section to make either a right or left
(What, me worry? - my time is more
important than yours). Let’s not forget
the classic Stop At The End Of The
On-ramp Routine, or our appalling
ineptitude in wet weather driving. To
those who say, that happens in Cali-
fornia too, I’ll agree but the
offenders don’t stay there long. For
one, they tend to gravitate up here
where they meet like minds. For
another, driving that way in California
will get you killed sooner rather than
later.

I have found traffic enforcement
fairer as well. On California freeways
police are forbidden to use radar.
What’s fairer about that? It means that
if you’re done in by the California
Highway Patrol, you most likely



deserve it. CHP does a better job of
monitoring traffic flow so they can
spot the true maniacs, of which there
are plenty. Within reason, speed alone
is less likely to get you stopped. In
Washington, speed alone is enough.
And it isn’t just the wild ones who get
stopped: 5-7 over will do the trick
nicely. Condoning breaking the speed
limit risks the wrath of the self-
appointed guardians of traffic safety.
But anyone who travels the interstates
will have to admit that most people do
break the limit, especially in the 55
zones. And it’s not done for some
juvenile lust for speed or because the
driver has a death wish. Driverstend to
proceed at a speed at which they feel
comfortable. Adhering to this means
not driving too fast for the conditions
and generally not being a danger to
oneself or others. In California, the
CHP seems to have a handle on that.
In Washington, the WSP don’t.

Not only are the drivers more alert
and the state police more reasonable
but also California has the proverbial
mother lode of scenic and fun driving
roads. Except for holiday weekends,
these are far less crowded than you
might think. People actually use the
turnouts to let others by.

Well, what about those freeways,
you’ll say? Well, what about them?
Sure, the commute is slow, but it is
here too. According to the Feds, we
have the 6th worst traffic congestionin
the nation. The Bay Area commute is
longer, not because traffic moves more
slowly (it doesn’t) but because the dis-
tances are longer.

There is a lot about driving in Cali-
fornia not to like: the congestion, the
long commutes, the high cost of own-
ing a decent car. There are plenty of
fools on the road — one could hardly
expect otherwise in a state with 28 mil-
lion people. People are often too
aggressive; if you leave a gnat’s eye-
brow of space between you and the car
ahead, rest assured it will be filled.
(Although even that is predictable!)

California is hardly driver’s heaven.
But on balance it’s better than Wash-
ington. They have adapted their driv-
ing to a more congested environment,
which is precisely what we need to do,
given our growth. The relative predic-
tability of driver behavior there is most
likely the result of developing survival
skills - if you don’t act in a way others
expect, you will either get 1) nowhere
or 2) killed.

Some would say that a more passive
approach is better: slow down, don’t
get “stressed out™. A live and let live
approach would certainly improve
everyone’s life behind the wheel. But
it’s all one way now: in the name of
obtaining the perfect state of mellow-
ness those of us who take driving
seriously are supposed to endure the
stupidity, arrogance and indifference
of others who don’t, while at the same
time being chastised when we have the
temerity to pass someone. Passively,
Northwest style, is far too often nothing
more than an excuse to ignore the
needs of other drivers. The effect on
traffic flow is readily apparent. One
reason that California traffic flows
better is that the enforced alertness
translates into generally more predic-
table driving behavior. This, plus a
rudimentary grasp of such salient con-
cepts as right-of-way rules, foreign to
so many here.

Most of the examples I’ve cited
where Washington comes up short in
the driving area are situations which
disrupt predictabiity and hence, traffic
flow. Change doesn’t need to mean
adoption of a hell-bent for leather
approach, either. It does mean being
aware of the driving conditions adapt-
ing oneself to them. Traffic going by
on the right should be a signal to the
one being passed to move to the right
lane, even if he or she is doing the speed
limit. Drivers should let the police
handle the speeders and drive in a
manner that disrupts others as little as
possible, thus ensuring a smoother
(and safer) flow of traffic. There is no

Fourteenth Commandment stating
“Thou shalt occupy the fast lane at all
times”. Really there isn’t.

Rather than merely whining about
Californians, there are some things we
can learn from them as we undergo the
same dramatic growth that affected
them 20 years ago. Driving habits and
traffic enforcement practices are but
two. Our curious combination of
crowded traffic conditions combined
with driving habits more suited to a
bygone era leave us precious little
room to criticize Californians’driving.
As it stands now, give me the Califor-
nians’ “aggressive”, yet more predicta-
ble driving over our Sominex brigade
any day.

As for Californians themselves,
they're OK by me. They’re welcome
here anytime, as long a their Windham
Hill CDs don’t get north of Yreka.
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Driving the
fast track to

Beemerville
by Bob Welch

I'wasrounding a corner in my BMW
Friday when I lost control and started
sliding sideways on the wet pavement.

Admit it: Upon reading that sent-
ence, you weren’t even concerned that
I might have been in grave danger,
were you? Y ou were too busy thinking,
“Welch has a BMW? Seems more like
the station wagon type. Or the 76
Rabbit-with-peeling-paint type.”

OK, so it was on loan. So it wasn’t
really mine. So I was only the pauper
invited to dine in the king’s court, the
caddy allowed to play a round at
Augusta National.

But after a day of driving a BMW
M3 and 325i at Seattle International
Raceway in Kent, I am, if not a BMW
owner, a Beemer Believer. Until Fri-
day, I thought a car was just something
you poured gas into and took to the
shop every other month for repairs you
never understood. Now I know better.

The occasion was the BMW/Skip
Barber Advanced Driving School. Each
month, some 10 such schools, taught
by race car drivers, are put on at var-
ious locations in the country to teach
safe driving techniques and - let’s be
honest - let ordinary folks go legally
wild in hot cars. The 13 folks in my
class anted up $450 apiece for the one-
day course.

They ranged from age 17 to 59; three
women, the rest men. They were folks
such as Mark Mahan, a partner in a
Redmond computer firm; Pam Clapp,
a Bellevue grandmother; Timothy
Firnstahl, a Mercer Island restaura-
teur; and a Kirkland doctor who didn’t
want his name used because people
might think he was playing hooky.

In a sense, though, we were all play-
ing hooky. Hooky from Real Life,
where there are speed limits, cops and
oncoming traffic.

We gathered in the observation tower
at SIR, greeted with doughnuts, juice
and a waiver form that focused on
death and bodily injury. We were asked
to introduce ourselves and tell what
cars we drove.

“Jaguar XKE.”

“Toyota Supra Turbo on weekdays
and 308 Ferrari on weekends.”

My eyes darted around the room.
One man was wearing a Mercedes
jacket. Two people were wearing black
car-racing shoes. Two others were
wearing “Team Bellevue” racing jackets.

“BMW 325i.”

“Dodge Chrysler 440 Six-Pack.”

My heart started pounding. I was
totally out of place, a street-sweeper in
the fast lane of life.

“300 E.”

“Toyota MR 2.”

My upper lip started perspiring.
Alas, it was my turn. “I drive an 81
Subaru station wagon with a broken
bike-rack on the back,” I said. “That’s
when I'm not driving a *76 Rabbit with
the paint peeling off.”

Nobody said much but I could feel
it. Who is this low life?

The class was quickly split into three
groups; two headed for the track and
mine stayed in the tower to talk about
contact patches, slip angles, over-
steering, understeering, threshold
braking and a bunch of other stuff that
had my brain’s radiator overheating.

It’s hard concentrating on such top-
ics when, outside on the track, visible

BMW
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behind your instructor, BMWs are
doing 360-degree spins on the track.
And you’re next.

Gulp. “The only way a car can flip,”
instructor Kris Wilson was saying, “is
if it gets tripped, hits something. You
can get those cars out there going 100
mph and crank the steering and they
won’t flip.”

Half an hour later, out on the track,
I watched a car slide off the banked
track into the infield, go up on two
wheels teeter precariously, then land
on all fours.

Big Gulp. “That,” said instructor
Ken Thwaits, “was close.”

The next thing he said was for me to
go 35 miles per hour, crank the steering
wheel and get the car sliding sideways.
Why not also tell me to stick my finger
in an electrical socket? Re-roof my
house wearing thongs? Tell my fellow
747 passengers that I’'m the captain of
the Exxon Valdez?

It took me three tries, and Thwaits
yanking up on the emergency brake,
but I finally got the 325i sliding. I slid
right. I slid left. I turned a 360. I even
recovered from a few slides, once while
simultaneously turning on the wind-
shield wipers and honking the horn.

“Fun, huh?” said a fellow pupil
“Nauseating” was the word I was
thinking. My stomach was churning
like a paint-stir machine.

But no time for hesitation; it was on
to the braking portion. We spent an
hourtaking the cars up to 40 mph, then
making sudden stops. The cars stopped
great — but my stomach kept going.

Lunch time. I sat at a table with two
men who were talking about automo-
tive character, sports cars with soul
and a particular car that had “a beauti-
ful exhaust note.”

A beautiful exhaust note? These
guys were talking about cars as if they
were Mozartian symphonies or fine
wines, not gas-guzzling means of
transporation.

“The car represents a legitimate ex-
cuse to fantasize,” explained fellow

pupil Timothy Firnstahl, whose Satis-
faction Guaranteed company operates
such restaurants as the Kirkland Roas-
ter & Ale House and Jake O’ Shaugh-
nesseys. “First, there’s the aesthetic
value. Plus, they’re about the most
complex machine available to the
common man.”

The guy sitting next to me, Michael
J. Malone of Seattle, who runs the
Sorrento Hotel and AEI Music, has a
collection of 17 cars. “If I'm going to
some black-tie affair, I might take the
Rollslimo. If I’'m picking up a hot shot
fromthe airport, I might take the Mer-
cedes 600.”

A carisjust acar, [ reminded myself.
But to the others, it was much, much
more. It was freedom, control, risk.
“People play it too safe,” said Clapp, a
47-year-old mother of two and grand-
mother of one.

Last year, she went to Arizona to
learn the game of golf. “It was the most
boring thing I'd ever done,” she said.
So she went to a four-day race-car
driving school and is now hooked on
the sport. “If I wind up in an old-age
home I want to make sure I haven’t
missed anything along the way.”

But, hey, I didn’t think I’'d missed
anything either — until the instructors
turned us loose on the autocross course.
Whoa. We’re talking fun. “Accelerate,
accelerate, harder, harder” barked my
instructor. “Brake. Now squeeze on
the gas. Now, hit it hard. Brake.
Squeeze . ..”

Flooring a 200-horsepower M3 in-
jected me with so much adrenalin that
Iforgot about the upset stomach. Orig-
inally, I had planned to leave soon
after lunch. Instead I stayed until the
class ended at 4:30, after we had had
qualifying heats and team races, after
an instructor had gotten behind the
wheel and shown me how to really race
a car.

“I love this,” said Thwaits, with a
fiendish look on his face. He fishtailed
through the S curves, tires squealing, a
plume of burnt rubber left behind.

(Tires last only three days at these
schools.)

And I thought I’d driven fast and
furious. Half pumped and half petri-
fied, I clung to my safety handle as if
on Disneyland’s Space Mountainride.

Swerve right. Swerve left. Acceler-
ate. Brake. It was five laps of riding the
edge of a feeling you'd never expe-
rienced before — and probably never
will again. “How’d you like that, Bob?”
Thwaits asked when we came to a stop.

“Uh, Bob?”

I just smiled.

— Bellevue Journal American

THE c- IIAI 1S
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AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

— More Than Your
Bridgesione Yokohama - -

wn e | BASIC Tire Store—
195/60HR15 95,85 %73 Al

s st e | WE Specialize
215/60HR15 108,04 1259 | 3 H

Sl 15668 in Service

195/50VR15 12555 12735 HUNTER

205/50VR15 14907 15004

zsevms 16475 1882 | GOIMPUTERICED
245/50VR15 190,19

205/55VR16 17622 18355 WHEEL

225/50VR16 18500 18756

245/45VR16 19778 20045 A“GN'NG
245/50VR16 199.44 18668 |  GUARANTEED THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE HIGH PERFORMANCE STAFF

255/50VR16 207.56 196.02 FOR TIRES & WHEELS IN THE SEATTLE AREA—NW AUTHORIZED
DISTRIBUTYON & INSTALLATION OF WELTMEISTER PRDDUCTS

PUGET SOUND TIRE * 11011 PACIFIC HIGHWAY SOUTH - SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98116
{206) 763-1273 or 763-2819 + CALL JOE STUBBLEFIELD PERSONALLY
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FACTORY AUTHORIZED
e Sales o Leasing e Service
e Parts e European Delivery

ALAN BMW SAAB, INC. 21420 Highway 99, Edmonds, WA 98020

(206) 771-7100 or 625-9282
Parts 1-800-243-2002 (WA) and 1-800-426-3066 (U.S.)
Same day parts shipment on orders received by 1:00 p.m.

BMW ACA
Puget Sound Region SE%(())g?ACé_EASS
P.O. Box 1259 PAID

Bellevue, WA 98009 Seattle, WA




