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MEMORANDUM | January  25,  201 6

T O  Katherine Pease, NOAA 

F R O M  Total Value Team 

S U B J E C T  Technical Memo TM-6: Structure o f  the Main Study Questionnaires (Revised Draft)

6 .  1 I N T R O D U C T I O N

The main study used two versions o f  questionnaires that were administered in-person.
The two versions o f the questionnaire differed only in the description o f the harm done by 
the 2010 oil spill. Version A of the questionnaire described harm that was limited to three 
items while Version B described harms to a larger number o f items. ̂

In this memo we describe the main elements of the survey questionnaire.

 ̂ D etails o f th e  descrip tion  o f harm can  be found in Section 6.2 .10 .
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6 . 2  C O M P O N E N T S  O F  T H E  S U R V E Y

6 . 2 . 1  P R O C E D U R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

The questionnaire began with an exchange of information between the interviewer and 
the respondent about the interview. This exchange included:

• Determining if  the respondent needed glasses to view the visuals (text and 
graphics) displayed on the screen o f  a laptop computer.

I w i l l  be ask ing  y o u  to  look  at the  co m p u te r  sc reen  here  
a l i t t le  la te r  [P O IN T  T O  L A P T O P ]

I N T E R V I E W E R :  IF  R  D O E S  N O T  H A V E G L A S S E S
O N : In o rd e r  to  read  th is  sc reen ,  do you  need  g la s se s  
th a t  you  d o n ’t  have  w ith  you  now ? [IF YES] W ould  you 
p lea se  g e t  them ?__________________________________________

Offering the respondent a chance to read a letter from the Department of 
Commerce about the study.

A s we beg in ,  p lea se  tak e  a m o m en t  to re ad  th is  le tte r .  
[S H O W  D E P A R T M E N T  O F C O M M E R C E  L E T T E R ]

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  L e t t e r

D ear  R es iden t:

T h is  l e t te r  is to co n f irm  th a t  A b t SRBI is w o rk in g  w ith  
the  U .S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m erce  on a n a t io n a l  s tudy  to 
f in d  ou t p e o p le ’s o p in io n s  ab o u t  im p o r ta n t  is su es  fac ing  
the  co u n try .  A b t SRBI is co n d u c tin g  in te rv iew s  w ith  
4 ,000  h o u se h o ld s  th a t  have b een  sc ie n t i f ic a l ly  se lec ted  
ac ro ss  the  U n ited  S ta tes .

We w o u ld  like  to  in c lu d e  a m em b er  o f  y o u r  h o u seh o ld  in 
th is  ef fo r t .  Y our p a r t ic ip a t io n  is v o lu n ta ry  and y o u r  
id e n t i ty  w ill  be k ep t  co n f id e n t ia l  to the  m ax im u m  e x ten t  
o f  the  law.

S incere ly ,

N o rm a n  M eade 
S en io r  E co n o m is t  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C om m erce  
1 -8 7 7-251-3433
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• Describing how the survey would be administered, encouraging the respondent to 
ask the interviewer to reread portions of the information presented if the 
respondent had any difficulties understanding what was being presented, and 
stressing the importance o f  taking time to consider the information provided and 
answering each question as accurately as possible.

A s the  le t te r  s ta te s ,  the  fed e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t  w an ts  to f ind  
o u t  w h a t  you  th in k  ab o u t  a se r ie s  o f  i s su e s ,  and t h a t ’s 
w hy  I am in te rv ie w in g  you  today.

D u rin g  th is  in te rv iew , I am go in g  to read  y o u  some 
in fo rm a t io n  and show  you  p ic tu re s  on th is  screen  
[P O IN T  T O  L A P T O P  S C R E E N ] .

r i l  read  the  in fo rm a t io n  to you  s low ly ,  to  m ake it easy 
fo r  y o u  to  u n d e r s ta n d  it, and t h i n k  a b o u t  it. I f  you 
w o u ld  l ike  me to  re rea d  an y th in g  to  you , p lease  j u s t  let 
me know.

W h en  I ask  you q u e s t io n s  la te r ,  i t ’s im p o r ta n t  th a t  you  
tak e  y o u r  tim e to  th in k  c a r e f u l l y  a b o u t  each  q u es t io n ,  
and  g ive  me as a c cu ra te  an an sw e r  as y o u  can.

• Collecting a bit of information about the household structure.  ̂This information 
was used to customize the wording o f  questions that reference the number of 
adults in the household.

o If  the respondent was living with only one other adult, the
interviewer asked if  the respondent and the other adult were related.

B efo re  we beg in ,  are you  re la ted  to  the  o th e r  ad u l t  who 
l iv es  w ith  you?

0 Alternatively, if  the respondent was living with more than one other 
adult, the interviewer asked if  the respondent was related to any of 
the other adults living with him/her. If  the respondent answered

These questions w e re  only asked if  th e  responden t lived w ith  one o r m ore o th e r adu lts . Inform ation ab o u t how m any o th e r 

ad u lts  lived w ith th e  responden t w as co llec ted  during th e  p re-in terv iew  sc reen e r, w hich consisted  o f a  series  of 

dem ographic questions used to  d e te rm in e  th e  elig ib le responden t.
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affirmatively, the interviewer then asked how many other adults 
lived with the respondent that were related to the respondent.

B efo re  we beg in ,  are you  re la te d  to  any o f  the o th e r  
a d u l t s  w ho l ive  w ith  you?

[IF  R E S P O N D E N T  A N S W E R S  “ Y E S ” ]: How  m any 
o th e r  a d u l t s  th a t  l ive  w ith  you  are you  re la ted  to?______

6 . 2 . 2  P R E L I M I N A R Y  Q U E S T I O N S

The interviewer next told the respondent that there would be a series of questions about 
‘Issues in the United States.’’ The first six questions asked the respondent to report the 
importance he/she places on six different issues.

To b eg in ,  Ud l ike  to  ask  fo r  y o u r  o p in io n s  ab o u t  some 
is su e s  in the U n ited  S ta tes .

Som e o f  the is su e s  m ay  be im p o r ta n t  to y o u  p e rso n a lly .
O th ers  m ay n o t  be im p o r ta n t  to  you  p e rso n a lly ._________

These issues were presented in random order.

F ir s t ,  how im p o r ta n t  to  y o u  is [F IR S T  IS S U E ]?  Is it 
e x t re m e ly  im p o r tan t ,  ve ry  im p o r tan t ,  m o d e ra te ly  
im p o r tan t ,  s l ig h tly  im p o r tan t ,  o r  n o t  im p o r ta n t  a t  all?

The six issues included;

• Improving education in public schools;

• Protecting coastal areas from oil spills;

• Reducing the number of people entering the United States illegally;

• Preventing terrorist attacks in the United States;

• Reducing federal taxes;

• Helping unemployed people get jobs.

The next six questions asked the respondent to report his/her feelings about the amount of 
money currently being spent on the six other issues.
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N e x t,  E m  go in g  to  read  a l is t  o f  som e th in g s  the  fed era l  
g o v e rn m e n t  spends  m o n ey  on. F o r  each  one, p lease  te l l  
me w h e th e r  y o u  th in k  the  fe d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t  sho u ld  
spend , a lo t  m ore  m o n ey  fo r  th a t  p u rp o se  th an  it spends 
now, a l i t t le  m ore  m o n ey  th an  it  spends  now, the  am o u n t  
o f  m o n ey  th a t  it spends  now, a l i t t le  le ss  m o n ey  th a n  it 
spends  now, o r  a lo t  less  m o n ey  th an  it  spends  now.

Q 7 F irs t . . .__________________________________________________

Issues were presented in a random order and included:

• Building new prisons;

• Cleaning up pollution;

• Improving interstate highways;

• Health care for children;

• The United States military;

• Giving money to govemments of foreign countries to help the people living there.

6 . 2 . 3  O V E R V I E W  O F  S U R V E Y  P U R P O S E

In this section the respondent was told that a proposal for a new program would be 
described and that he/she would be asked to vote on whether the program should be 
carried out.

At the end of this section the respondent was told that the specific program he/she would 
hear about involves the Gulf of Mexico. This was the first point in the interview process 
at which the respondent knew that the interview would involve issues related to the Gulf 
o f  Mexico.
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P ro p o s a ls  are som etim es  m ade fo r  the  fe d e ra l  
g o v e rn m e n t  to  s ta r t  new  p ro g ram s .  The g o v e rn m e n t  does  
n o t  w a n t  to  s ta r t  a new  p ro g ram  u n le s s  en o u g h  tax p ay e rs  
are w i l l in g  to pay  fo r  it.

Today, IT l  g ive  you  in fo rm a t io n  ab o u t  a p ro g ram , so th a t  
you  can  m ake up y o u r  own m in d  a b o u t  it.

A f te r  I te l l  you  ab o u t  the p ro g ram , I w il l  a sk  y o u  to vote  
fo r  it  o r  ag a in s t  it, and I w il l  ask you  w h y  you  vo te  the 
w ay you do.

The fed e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t  w an ts  to  lea rn  th e  o p in io n s  o f  
p eo p le  w ho th in k  the p ro g ram  is n ee d ed ,  and  the  
o p in io n s  o f  p eo p le  w ho th in k  it is n o t  needed .

The p ro g ram  I w il l  ask  you  a b o u t  in v o lv e s  the G u l f  o f  
M ex ico .

6 . 2 . 4  I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  G U L F  O F  M E X I C O

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was provided with information about 
the geography of the Gulf of Mexico, including a number of maps.

H ere  is a map o f  the  U n i ted  S ta tes  [S C R E E N  6].

T h is  is the  G u l f  o f  M ex ico  [S C R E E N  7].

In  th is  c lo se -u p ,  the  y e l lo w  l ine  m ark s  the  s h o r e l i n e  o f  
the  U n ited  S ta tes  a long  the  G u l f  o f  M ex ico  [S C R E E N  
8 ] .

The a rea  o f  the G u l f  b e tw e en  the  y e l lo w  line and  th is  
w h i t e  l ine  [P O IN T  T O  S C R E E N  9] is the  U S p a r t  o f  
the  G ulf.  F rom  now  on, w hen  I say th e  G ulf ,  I w il l  m ean  
j u s t  th a t  m ark ed  area.

A lo n g  the shore o f  the  G u l f  are m ore  th an  a th o u san d  
m ile s  o f  beach ,  and th o u s a n d s  o f  m ile s  o f  m arsh ,  w h ich  
is land  o ften  f lo o d ed  w ith  w a te r  and  c o v e red  w ith  th ick  
ta l l  g ra ss  and o th e r  p lan ts .________________________________

The referenced maps were shown on a high resolution computer monitor and measured 
approximately eight inches by 13 inches.
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S creen  6

S creen  7

DW H-AR0290122-0007



REVISED DRAFT

Screen

Uuif&f Mexico

Screen

QLlfo/Â m:a

Next, respondents were told about animals that live in and along the Gulf. The types of 
animals listed varied among questionnaire Versions A and B.

• Version A of the questionnaire:

A lso  in the  G u lf  are: m i l l io n s  o f  b ird s .
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Version B of the questionnaire:

A lso  in the  G u lf  are: m any  t r i l l io n s  o f  f ish ;  m any  
b i l l io n s  o f  sna ils  and w o rm s ;  m i l l io n s  o f  b ird s ;  h u n d re d s  
o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  sea  tu r t le s ;  ten s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  
b o t t le n o s e  d o lp h in s ;  and th o u s a n d s  o f  d ee p w a te r  co ra ls .

6 . 2 . 5  A C T I V I T I E S  IN T H E  G U L F  O F  M E X I C O

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was provided with information about 
human uses of the Gulf This information included both recreational and commercial 
uses.

A nd  p eo p le  use the  G u l f  fo r  m any  p u rp o se s ,  in c lu d in g  
go in g  to  the  b each  ab o u t  one  h u n d re d  m i l l io n  t im es  each  
y ea r  to  su n b a th e ,  sw im , f ish ,  and do o th e r  th in g s  
[S C R E E N  11].

T h is  sc reen  su m m arize s  w h a t  I ju s t  to ld  y o u  [S C R E E N  
1 2 ] .

P eo p le  and b u s in e s se s  a lso  use the  G u l f  fo r  ca tch in g  
sea fo o d  from  b o a ts  like  th i s  to  sell  a ro u n d  the  w orld  
[S C R E E N  14], m o v in g  p ro d u c ts  on sh ips  l ike  th is  
[S C R E E N  15], to  be so ld  in  s to res  and  u sed  by 
b u s in e s s e s ,  and d r i l l in g  w e lls  fo r  oil and  n a tu ra l  gas 
f rom  p la tfo rm s  l ike  th ese  [S C R E E N  16]._________________

S creen  I I
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S creen  12

M il l io n s  o f  b irds
T h o u san d s  o f  m ile s  o f  m arsh
One h u n d re d  m i l l io n  t im es  to the  b each

S creen  14

S creen  15

10
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S creen  16

6 . 2 . 6  C U R R E N T  S T A T U S  O F  T H E  G U L F

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was told that humans and natural 
events have affected the Gulf for many years.

P eo p le  and n a tu ra l  ev en ts  h av e  a f fe c te d  the  w a te r ,  
sh o re l in e ,  and an im a ls  in th e  G u l f  fo r  m any  years .

F o r  ex am p le ,  d u ring  the sum m er,  p o l lu t io n  from  farm s 
and  c i t ies  has re d u ced  the  am o u n t  o f  o x y g en  in the  w a te r  
in som e par ts  o f  the  G ulf .  T h is  h a rm s  the f ish  and  o th e r  
a n im a ls  l iv ing  th ere .

W ells  d r i l led  in the  G u l f  h av e  o f ten  le ak e d  sm all 
am o u n ts  o f  oil in to  the  w ate r.

A lso ,  oil n a tu ra l ly  com es s lo w ly  ou t o f  th e  b o t to m  o f  the 
G u l f  in m any  d i f fe re n t  p lace s ._____________________________

The respondent was then asked whether he/she had heard or read anything about the 
previously discussed activities that happen in the Gulf

Q 13  B efo re  today , had  y o u  r e a d  or  h e a r d  an y th in g  
a b o u t  w h a t  I j u s t  to ld  y o u  h a p p e n s  in the  G ulf,  or had  
y o u  n o t  read  o r h ea rd  an y th in g  a b o u t  th is?_____________

11
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6 . 2 . 7  I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  2 0 1 0  S P I L L

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was provided with background 
information about the 2010 spill.

Q 14  In A pri l  2010 , an oil sp i l l  h a p p e n e d  in  the G u l f  o f  
M ex ico .  A very  large  am o u n t  o f  oil leak ed  o u t  o f  a w ell  
b e in g  d r i l led  th e re .  M any  new s  s to r ie s  w ere  w r i t ten  
a b o u t  th is  a t th a t  t im e . Som e p eo p le  ca ll  th is  the BP oil 
sp i l l .  Today, I w il l  ca ll  i t  the  2010  Spi l l .

Do you  re m e m b er  re ad in g  or h e a r in g  an y th in g  ab o u t  the 
2010 sp i l l ,  or do you  n o t  re m e m b e r  read in g  o r  h ea r in g  
an y th in g  ab o u t  it?_________________________________________

If the respondent remembered reading or hearing about the 2010 spill he/she was asked to 
tell the interviewer what he/she remembered. The interviewer recorded verbatim 
everything said by the respondent.

Q 15  W h en  you  an sw e r  the  n ex t  q u e s t io n ,  I w il l  be 
ty p in g  ev e ry th in g  you  say. So I w o u ld  be g ra te fu l  i f  you  
w o u ld  speak  s lowly  w h ile  you  answ er.

Now, p lea se  te l l  me ev e ry th in g  you  re m e m b e r  read in g  or 
h ea r in g  ab o u t  it.____________________________________________

When the respondent was done telling everything he/she remembered about the 2010 
spill, he/she was asked to report how serious the effects of the 2010 spill were.

Q 16  N ow  le t  me co n t in u e .  B ased  on w h a t  you  
rem em b er ,  p lease  te l l  me: in y o u r  o p in io n ,  how se r io u s  
you  th in k  the e f fec ts  o f  the  2010  sp i l l  w ere:  ex trem ely  
se r io u s ,  very  se r io u s ,  m o d e ra te ly  se r io u s ,  s l ig h tly  
s e r io u s ,  or n o t  se r io u s  at all?

6 . 2 . 8  E V O L U T I O N  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  T H E  S P I L L

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was told about media coverage of the 
2010 spill and how that coverage evolved over time. Some example headlines were 
displayed.

12
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W h en  oil f i rs t  s ta r ted  le a k in g  o u t  o f  th e  w e ll  in 2010 , 
th e  new s m ed ia  sa id  th e re  m ig h t  be a g re a t  deal o f  harm  
from  the spill.

One h ea d lin e  at th a t  t im e sa id ;  “ In g u l f  oil sp i l l 's  long  
reach ,  ec o lo g ic a l  d am ag e  c o u ld  la s t  d e c a d e s .” [S C R E E N  
2 0 ]

A few m o n th s  a f te r  the o il  s t o p p e d  le ak in g ,  the new s 
m ed ia  sa id  the harm  from  th e  2010  sp i l l  ap p ea red  to  be 
less  th an  f i r s t  rep o r ted .

One h ea d lin e  at th a t  t im e sa id :  “G u l f  o il  sp ill:  N o t as 
b ad  as we f i r s t  th o u g h t? ” [S C R E E N  22]___________________

S creen  20

In gulf nil long ecological dam age could last decades
June 6, 2010

S creen  22

M o n i t o r

Gulf oil &p]ll: fJo ta sb ad  as we flrs.t thought?
A u g u s t 2, 2 0 1 0

13
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Then the respondent was told that scientists have intensively studied the 2010 spill and 
now have a good understanding of what actually happened, the effects of the spill, and 
how long those effects lasted.

T hese  h e a d l i n e s  show  th a t  r ig h t  a f te r  the sp i l l  s ta r ted ,  
the  new s m ed ia  g u e s s e d  w h a t  the  e f fec ts  o f  the spil l  
w o u ld  be. B ut n o w  th a t  m ore  th an  th ree  yea rs  have 
p a sse d ,  we have le a rn ed  w h a t  the  e f fec ts  r e a l l y  w e re .

In fac t ,  the  2010 sp il l  is the  m o s t  s t u d i e d  oil sp il l  in 
h is to ry .

Some o f  the  s c ie n t i s ts  s tu d y in g  the sp il l  w ork  fo r  
u n iv e rs i t i e s ;  o th e rs  w ork  fo r  p r iv a te  co m p an ie s ;  some 
w ork  fo r  the  fe d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t ;  o th e rs  w o rk  fo r  s tate  
g o v e rn m e n ts ;  and  some w o rk  fo r  e n v iro n m e n ta l  
p ro te c t io n  o rg a n iz a t io n s .

T hese  sc ien t is t s  co l le c te d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  the 
2010 sp i l l  th an  any o th e r  sp il l  in the pas t .

T hey  to o k  th o u sa n d s  o f  sam p les  o f  the  G u l f  w a te r ;  to o k  
th o u s a n d s  o f  p ic tu re s  from  s a te l l i te s ,  b o a ts  and 
su b m ar in e s ;  c o u n ted  p eo p le  on the  b ea ch es  and in b o a ts ;  
and e x a m in e d  la rge  n u m b ers  o f  m any  d i f fe re n t  k in d s  o f  
f ish ,  b i rd s ,  and o th e r  an im a ls  fo r  s igns  o f  oil.

B ased  on th ese  s tu d ie s  and  w h a t  the s c ie n t i s t s  lea rn ed  
from  o th e r  pas t  oil sp i l ls ,  the  sc ien t is t s  d e te rm in e d  w h e r e  
the  oil w en t  in 2010 , w h a t  e f f e c t s  i t  had , and  h o w  long  
i t ’s t ak en  fo r  th in g s  to  g e t  b ack  to  no rm al.

W h en  I say ‘'back  to  n o rm a l ,” I m ean  how  th in g s  w ou ld  
have  b een  i f  the sp il l  h a d n ’t h ap p e n ed .  N ex t,  I ’ll te l l  you  
how  the  2010 sp il l  h ap p e n ed  and w h a t  the  s c ien t is ts  
l e a rn ed  abou t  the  e f fec ts  o f  the  oil.

6 . 2 . 9  H O W  T H E  2 0 1 0  S P I L L  H A P P E N E D  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  H O W  I T W A S  S T O P P E D

In this section o f  the questionnaire, the respondent was presented with a map that shows 
the location where the well was drilled.

14
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The w ell  was ab o u t  50 m ile s  from  the  shore ,  here 
[P O IN T  T O  S C R E E N  2 4 ] ________________________

S creen  24

\ r

24 24

Next the respondent was presented with information about the deep water drilling 
process.

D r i l l in g  the  w ell  b eg a n  by p u t t in g  a p la t fo rm  on the 
su rface  o f  the w a te r  [S C R E E N  25]. A p ipe  w as p u t  dow n 
th ro u g h  th e  w a te r  [S C R E E N  26] and  th en  dow n  th ro u g h  
th e  m ud u n d e rn ea th  [S C R E E N  27] u n t i l  the  p ipe reach ed  
a poo l o f  oil [S C R E E N  28],

A lm o s t  a lw ays ,  th is  m e th o d  w o rk s  p e r fec t ly .  B ut very  
ra re ly ,  w hen  a w e ll  is d r i l l e d  u n d e r  deep  w ate r,  the 
p o c k e t  o f  oil tu rn s  ou t to  be u n d e r  t re m e n d o u s  p re ssu re ,  
and  ex p lo d es  u p w a rd  m u ch  m ore s t ro n g ly  than  u su a l ,  
w h en  the  dril l  f i r s t  goes  in to  the  p o c k e t  o f  oil.

T h is  h ap p en s  w ith  a b o u t  one o u t  o f  ev e ry  400  w e lls  
d r i l le d  in the G ulf ,  and  t h a t ’s w ha t  h a p p e n e d  in 2010.
The oil b lew  up th ro u g h  th e  p ipe ,  the  p ipe  b ro k e ,  and  oil 
b eg a n  g u sh in g  out he re  (S C R E E N  29).____________________
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Next the respondent was presented with information about how leaks in deepwater oil 
wells can be stopped.

T here  is on ly  one w a y  to p e rm a n e n t ly  s top a leak  like 
th is  u n d e r  deep w a te r ,  and  th a t  is  by  u s in g  a s e c o n d  p i p e  
to  s top the  f low  o f  oil. T h is  is w h a t  w as  done in 2010 .

A n o th e r  p la t fo rm  w as p u t  on the  su rface  o f  the w ate r ,  
he re  [S C R E E N  31],

A second  pipe w as p u t  d o w n  th ro u g h  th e  w a te r  
[S C R E E N  32] and  th ro u g h  the  m ud , and  re ach e d  a lm o s t  
a ll  the  w ay  to the  f i r s t  p ip e  [S C R E E N  33]. T hen , a hole  
w as  d r i l led  to co n n e c t  the  s e c o n d  p ip e  to  the  f i r s t  one, 
he re  [S C R E E N  34] and  c e m e n t  w as q u ic k ly  pu sh ed  
dow n  th ro u g h  the  second  p ip e  in to  th e  f i r s t  pipe 
[S C R E E N  35]. The cem en t  s to p p ed  th e  o il  leak , and 
c lo sed  the  w e ll ,  p e rm a n en t ly .

T h is  m e th o d  has  b een  used  m any  t im e s  in th e  past ,  to 
s top  e v e r y  o t h e r  very  la rg e  sp i l l  th a t  has  h ap p e n ed  in 
deep  w a te r  a ro u n d  the  w o rld .  The seco n d  p ipe has  
a lw ay s  b een  d r i l led  as q u i c k l y  as p o s s ib le ,  bu t i t  a l w a y s  
tak e s  a b o u t  th ree  m o n th s ,  and  oil g u sh es  ou t d u r in g  all 
th a t  t im e .

In 2010 , e n g in ee rs  t r ie d  s ev e ra l  new  w ay s  to  stop the 
leak ,  b u t  none  o f  th em  w o rk ed .
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6 . 2 . 1 0  E F F E C T S  O F  T H E  O I L

In this section the effects o f  the spilled oil were described to the respondent. The 
descriptions o f the effects were presented verbally along with a series of images and texts 
on the laptop screen.

Some o f  the  g u sh in g  oil  m ix e d  in to  th e  w a te r ,  some 
s e t t led  on the b o t to m  o f  the  G u lf ,  and  some f lo a ted  
a c ro ss  the  su rface  o f  the w a te r ,  and re a c h e d  the shore .

The oil in the w a te r  w as ea te n  by h a r m l e s s  m i c r o b e s  
th a t  have l iv ed  in the G u l f  w a te rs  fo r  th o u sa n d s  o f  yea rs ,  
e a t in g  the  oil th a t  n a tu ra l ly  com es o u t  o f  the  b o ttom . All 
the  oil from  the  2010  sp i l l  w as gone  th ree  yea rs  a f te r  the 
sp il l  s ta r ted .________________________________________________

The descriptions o f  the effects differed between Version A and Version B.

In Version A, the respondent was told that the oil had effects on birds, marshes and 
recreation by people that were not completely gone until three years after the spill.
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The oil had  th ree  e f fec ts  on b ird s ,  m a rsh e s ,  and 
r e c re a t io n  by p eo p le  th a t  w ere  n o t  co m p le te ly  gone u n ti l  
ab o u t  th ree  years  a f te r  the  sp il l  s ta r ted .

N u m b e r  one, b ird s .  N u m b e r  tw o ,  m arsh es  a long  the 
shore . N u m b e r  th re e ,  go in g  to  the  beach .

F irs t ,  r i l  te l l  you  ab o u t  the e f fec ts  on b ird s .  O il g o t  on 
ab o u t  th ree  th o u san d  b ird s ,  and  th e y  d ied  as a re su lt .  The 
ty p es  o f  b ird s  m o s t  a f fe c te d  were: L au g h in g  G ulls  
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  4 2 ] \  B ro w n  P e l ican s  
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  43], N o r th e rn  G annets  
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  44], and R oya l  Terns 
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  45] A b o u t  one y e a r  a f te r  the 
sp il l  s ta r ted ,  the  n u m b er  o f  b ird s  w as  b ack  to  norm al.

N ow  IT l  te l l  you  a b o u t  the  e f fec t  on m arsh es .  W h en  the  
oil re ach e d  the sho re ,  i t  g o t  on a b o u t  185 m ile s  o f  
m arsh es .  A m arsh  lo o k s  l ike  th is  w h en  th e r e 's  no oil on 
It [V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  48] A b o u t  th ree  y ea rs  a f te r  
the  sp il l  s ta r ted ,  the  m arsh es  w ere  b ack  to  no rm al.

S c ien t is ts  have c a re fu l ly  s tu d ied  m any  o th e r  k inds  o f  
an im a ls  and  p lan ts  in the G u lf ,  and have fo und  no o th e r  
w id e - s p re a d  or lo n g - la s t in g  e f fec ts  f rom  the  2010 sp il l .

Now, IT l  te l l  y o u  ab o u t  the  e f fec ts  o f  the o il  on 
re c re a t io n  by p eo p le .  Oil g o t  on m an y  b ea ch es  a long  the 
sh o re l in e .  As a re su l t ,  p eo p le  w en t  to  b ea ch es  ab o u t  7 
m i l l io n  fe w er  t im e s .  A b o u t  one y ea r  a f te r  the  spill  
s ta r ted ,  the n u m b er  o f  t im es  p eo p le  w en t  to  the b each  
w as back  to no rm al.

P lease  open  the b o o k le t  [H A N D  R E S P O N D E N T  T H E  
V E R S IO N  A F L I P  C A R D  L I S T I N G  T H R E E  E F F E C T S
O F T H E  O IL  S P I L L ] .  N ow , p lea se  tak e  y o u r  t im e to 
rev iew  the  th ree  e f fec ts  the  oil h ad  on b ird s ,  m arsh es ,  
and re c re a t io n  by  p eo p le  th a t  I j u s t  to ld  you  about._______

 ̂ In som e cases, sc reen  num bers and th e ir  corresponding im ages d iffe r be tw een  Version A and Version B.
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V ers ion  A B o o k le t  -  
b o u n d  b o o k le t

p r in te d  on fa c in g  page  o f  sp ira l

1 .B irds 3 ,0 0 0  died

B a c k  to  
N o r m a l
I y ea r

2 .M arshes Oil on 185 m ile s 3 years
3 .G o ing  to  the b each 7 m i l l io n  fe w er I y ea r

tim es

In Version B the respondent was told that the oil affected birds, young fish, snails and 
worms living on the bottom of the Gulf, young sea turtles, dolphins, deepwater corals, 
marshes and recreation by people.
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The oil had  e ig h t  e f fec ts  on a n im a ls ,  p lan ts ,  and 
r e c re a t io n  by p eo p le  th a t  w o n ’t be co m p le te ly  gone u n ti l  
ab o u t  300 yea rs  a f te r  the  sp i l l  s ta r ted .  T here  w ere  e f fec ts  
on a n im a ls ,  p lan ts ,  and re c re a t io n  by p eo p le .  IT l  s ta r t  
w ith  the an im als  th a t  w ere  a f fec ted .

N u m b e r  one, sna i ls  and w o rm s l iv in g  on the  b o t to m  o f  
the  G ulf .  N u m b er  tw o ,  y oung  fish . N u m b e r  th ree ,  young  
sea tu r t le s .  N u m b er  four, b o t t le n o s e  d o lp h in s .  N u m b er  
f ive , b ird s .  N u m b er  six , deep  w a te r  co ra ls  m an y  m iles  
from  shore ,  u n d e r  w a te r  so deep  th a t  you  n eed  to  go 
dow n in a su b m arin e  to see them .

The p lan ts  th a t  w ere  a f fe c te d  are: n u m b e r  seven , m a rsh e s  
a long  the  shore . A nd  the  o th e r  e f fe c t  w as on re c re a t io n  
by p eo p le :  n u m b er  e igh t,  g o in g  to the beach .

F irs t ,  IT l  te l l  you  ab o u t  the e f fec ts  on an im als .  N e a r  the  
w e ll ,  o il  co v e red  m uch  o f  the  b o t to m , in an a rea  ab o u t  
th ree  m ile s  ac ross .  A b o u t  o n e - th i rd  o f  the  sna ils  and 
w orm s in th a t  a rea  d ied . T h is  is w ha t  th ese  sna i ls  and 
w orm s lo o k  like w hen  t h e r e ’s no o il  on  them  [V E R S IO N  
B S C R E E N  48]. A b o u t  10 y ea rs  a f te r  the  sp i l l  s ta r ted ,  
the  n u m b ers  o f  sna i ls  and  w orm s w il l  be b ack  to  n o rm al.

A b o u t  80 m i l l io n  n ew ly  b o rn  f ish  and y o u n g  f ish  d ied  
b ecau se  o f  the oil.  This  is w ha t  som e o f  th ese  y o u n g  f ish  
look  like  w hen  th ey  have  no oil on th em  [V E R S IO N  B 
S C R E E N  51]. M ost  o f  th ese  y o u n g  fish  are less th an  a 
h a l f  in ch  long. A b o u t  one y e a r  a f te r  the  sp i l l  s ta r ted ,  the 
n u m b er  o f  f ish  in the  G u l f  was b ack  to n o rm al.

Oil g o t  on ab o u t  8 ,000  y oung  sea  tu r t le s ,  and  th ey  d ied  
b ecau se  o f  it. A ll  o f  the  sea tu r t le s  in the  G u lf  o f  M exico  
are at r isk  o f  b ec o m in g  ex t in c t .  M o s t  o f  the  sea tu r t le s  
th a t  d ied  w ere  K e m p ’s r id le y  sea  tu r t le s ,  w h ich  lo o k  like 
th is  w hen  th e re  is no o il  on  th em  [V E R S IO N  B 
S C R E E N  54]. A b o u t  20 yea rs  a f te r  the  sp il l  s ta r ted ,  the 
n u m b er  o f  sea  tu r t le s  in the G u l f  w il l  be b ack  to  norm al.

The oil caused  ab o u t  500 b o t t le n o s e  d o lp h in s  to g e t  sick. 
T hey  lo o k  like th is  w h en  th e re  is no o il  on them  
[V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  56]. A b o u t  120 o f  the sick 
b o t t le n o se  d o lp h in s  d ied  from  the  oil.  A b o u t  20 yea rs  
a f te r  the  spil l  s ta r ted ,  the n u m b e r  o f  d o lp h in s  in the  G u l f
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ill be back  to n o rm a l .w

Oil g o t  on ab o u t  f i f ty  th o u sa n d  b ird s ,  and th ey  d ied  as a 
re su lt .  The ty p es  o f  b ird s  m o s t  a f fe c te d  w ere :  L au g h in g  
G ulls  [V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  60], B row n  P e l ican s  
[V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  61], N o r th e rn  G anne ts  
[V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  62], and R oyal Terns 
[V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  63], A b o u t  five yea rs  a f te r  the 
sp il l  s ta r ted ,  the  n u m b e r  o f  b ird s  w il l  be b ack  to  no rm al.

Oil a lso  g o t  on d e e p w a te r  co ra ls  l iv in g  on the  b o t to m  o f  
the  G ulf ,  a h a l f  a m ile  o r  m o re  b e lo w  the  su rface  o f  the 
w ate r ,  w h ere  no l ig h t  re ach e s .  This  is w h a t  th ese  co ra ls  
look  like  w ith  no oil  on th em , i f  you  sh ine a l ig h t  on 
them  [S H O W  S C R E E N  65]. T hese  co ra ls  g row  to  be 
ab o u t  th ree  fee t  ta l l .  Oil cau sed  p a r ts  o f  ab o u t  120 o f  
th ese  co ra ls  to die. The an im a ls  l iv in g  on the  co ra ls  w ere  
n o t  h a rm ed . B ecau se  th ese  co ra ls  g ro w  v e ry  s low ly , they  
w il l  g e t  back  to  n o rm a l  a b o u t  300 yea rs  a f te r  the spil l  
s ta r ted .

Now, IT l  te l l  y o u  ab o u t  the  e f fec ts  on m arsh es .  W h en  the 
oil re ach e d  the sho re ,  it g o t  on a b o u t  185 m ile s  o f  
m arsh es .  A m arsh  lo o k s  l ike  th is  w hen  th e re  is no oil on 
it  (V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  69). A b o u t  th ree  y ea rs  a f te r  
the  sp il l  s ta r ted ,  the  m arsh es  w ere  b ack  to  no rm al.

S c ien t is ts  have c a re fu l ly  s tu d ied  m any  o th e r  k inds  o f  
an im a ls  and  p lan ts  in the G u lf ,  and have fo und  no o th e r  
w id e - s p re a d  or lo n g - la s t in g  e f fec ts  f rom  the  2010 sp il l .

Now, IT l  te l l  y o u  ab o u t  the  e f fec ts  o f  the o il  on 
r e c re a t io n  by p eo p le .  Oil g o t  on m an y  b ea ch es  a long  the 
sh o re l in e .  As a re su l t ,  p eo p le  w en t  to  b e a c h e s  ab o u t  10 
m i l l io n  fe w er  t im e s .  A b o u t  one y e a r  a f te r  the  spill  
s ta r ted ,  the n u m b er  o f  t im es  p eo p le  w en t  to  the b each  
w as back  to no rm al.

P lease  open  the b o o k le t  [H A N D  R E S P O N D E N T  T H E  
V E R S IO N  B F L I P  C A R D  L I S T I N G  T H R E E  E F F E C T S
O F T H E  O IL  S P IL L ]  Now , p lease  tak e  y o u r  t im e to 
rev iew  the  8 e f fec ts  th e  oil had  on an im a ls ,  p lan ts  and 
r e c re a t io n  by p eo p le  th a t  I j u s t  to ld  you  about.____________
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69 m 69

V ers ion  B B o o k le t  -  
b o u n d  b o o k le t

p r in te d  on fac in g  page o f  sp ira l

A n im a ls B a c k  to
N o r m a l

1 .S nails  and w orm s 1/3 n ea r  w e ll  d ied 10 yea rs
2 .Young fish 80 m i l l io n  d ied 1 yea rs
3 .Young sea  tu r t le s 8 ,000  d ied 20 yea rs
4 .B o t t le n o se  d o lp h in s  120 d ied 20
5 .B irds 50 ,0 0 0  died 1 y ea r
6. D eep  w a te r  co ra ls P a r ts  o f  120 d ied 300 y ea rs
P la n t s
7 .M arshes Oil on  185 m ile s 3 yea rs
R e c r e a t i o n
8 .G o ing  to  the b each 10 m i l l io n  fe w er 1 y ea r

t im es

The respondent was then told about the compensation payments that had already been 
made to businesses and people who work in the Gulf.
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B ecau se  o f  the 2010 sp i l l ,  b u s in e s s e s  and  p eo p le  who 
w o rk e d  in the G u l f  lo s t  m oney.

B u t the  law  req u ire s  th a t  any co m p an y  th a t  cau ses  an oil 
sp il l  m u s t  pay b u s in e s s e s  and p eo p le  the  m o n ey  th e y  
w o u ld  have  ea rn ed ,  and th a t  has  b een  done a f te r  ev e ry  
la rge  oil  sp ill.  The co m p an y  th a t  cau sed  the  2010 spil l  
has p a id  b i l l io n s  o f  d o l la rs  to  ten s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  
b u s in e s s e s  and p eo p le  w ho  lo s t  m o n ey  as a re su l t  o f  the 
sp il l .

So b u s in e s s e s  and p eo p le  g o t  back  the m o n ey  they  lost .

At the end of this section the respondent was asked two questions about his/her 
perception of the 2010 spill after hearing what is now known about the effects of the 2010 
spill. First the respondent was asked to report how serious he/she thought the effects of 
the spill were. Then the respondent was asked to report how much harm these effects 
caused in the Gulf. Note that while Version A of the questionnaire asked the respondent 
to consider the three mentioned effects of the oil spill, Version B cited the eight 
previously mentioned effects.

V e rs io n  A

Q 17  N ow  th a t  E v e  d esc r ib ed  the th re e  e f fec ts  the 2010 
sp il l  h ad ,  p lea se  te l l  m e, in y o u r  o p in io n ,  how  se r ious  
w ere  th e se  e ffec ts :  ex t re m e ly  se r io u s ,  ve ry  se r ious ,  
m o d e ra te ly  se r io u s ,  s l ig h t ly  se r io u s ,  or n o t  se r io u s  at 
all?

Q 18  O v e ra l l ,  how  m uch  d id  th ese  th ree  e f fec ts  harm  the 
G ulf?  A g re a t  d ea l,  a lo t,  a m o d e ra te  am o u n t,  a l i t t le ,  or 
n o t  at all?

V e rs io n  B

Q 17 N ow  th a t  E v e  d esc r ib ed  the e ig h t  e f fec ts  the 2010 
sp il l  h ad ,  p lea se  te l l  m e, in y o u r  o p in io n ,  how  se r ious  
w ere  th e se  e ffec ts :  ex t re m e ly  se r io u s ,  ve ry  se r ious ,  
m o d e ra te ly  se r io u s ,  s l ig h t ly  se r io u s ,  or n o t  se r io u s  at 
all?

Q 18  O v e ra l l ,  how  m uch  d id  th ese  e ig h t  e f fec ts  harm  the  
G ulf?  A g re a t  d ea l,  a lo t,  a m o d e ra te  am o u n t ,  a l i t t le ,  or 
n o t  at all?
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6 . 2 . 1 1  I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  N E E D  F O R  G O V E R N M E N T  I N V O L E M E N T  IN O I L  S P I L L  

P R E V E N T I O N

Next the respondent was told why another large spill will occur in the next 15 years and 
why the government would have to be involved if  a program to prevent a large spill in the 
Gulf is to be carried out.

The 2010  spill  w as  n o t  the f i r s t  sp il l  o f  i ts  type ,  and  it 
w il l  a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  n o t  be the  la s t  in the  G ulf ,  as IT l  
ex p la in  next.

Oil co m p an ie s  have p u rc h a se d  p e r m i t s  from  the 
g o v e rn m e n t  to d r i l l  400 m ore  w e lls  in deep  w a te r  in the 
G u l f  d u r in g  the n e x t  15 y ea rs .  No o th e r  p erm its  w il l  be 
so ld  du ring  the n ex t  15 yea rs ,  so on ly  th e se  400 w e lls  
w il l  be d r i l led .

B ased  on e x p e r ien ce  w ith  d r i l l in g  in deep  w a te r  in the 
G u lf ,  and in o th e r  p a r ts  o f  the  w o rld ,  g e o lo g is ts  agree  
th a t  w h en  d r i l l in g  one o f  th ese  400 w e lls ,  the oil w il l  
tu rn  ou t to  be u n d e r  su p e r  h ig h  p re ssu re  and  w ill  
ex p lo d e ,  ju s t  as h a p p e n e d  in th e  2010  sp i l l ,  and the  same 
so rt  o f  o il  sp il l  w ill  happen .

O f  co u rse ,  no one can kn o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  e f fec ts  th a t  
sp il l  w il l  have . B u t  we do know  th a t  th ese  e f fec ts  w il l  be 
v e r y  s i m i l a r  to w h a t  h a p p e n e d  in 2010 , fo r  the 
fo l lo w in g  reaso n s .

F irs t ,  the w e lls  w il l  all be d r i l led  a b o u t  the sam e 50 m ile  
d is tan ce  from  the  shore ,  and it  w i l l  tak e  the  same t h r e e  
m o n t h s  to  d r i l l  to  p u t  the  seco n d  p ipe  in p lace .

D u rin g  those  th ree  m o n th s ,  ab o u t  the sam e am oun t o f  oil 
w il l  leak  ou t as in 2010 , and the o il  w il l  m ove around  
the  G u l f  in w ays s im ila r  to  the  2010  sp i l l .  So the e f fec ts  
o f  the  oil w il l  be ab o u t  the  same as th o se  o f  the 2010 
sp il l .________________________________________________________

The respondent was then told that although companies were making changes to the way 
they drill, there would be no way to prevent this next accident. The respondent was is 
asked whether he/she knew before the interview that one out of every 400 wells in the 
Gulf hits an underground pocket of oil under high pressure.
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A fte r  ev e ry  large o il  sp il l  in the  pas t ,  co m p an ie s  have 
ch an g ed  the  w ays  th ey  d r i l l  w e lls ,  to  red u ce  the ch an ces  
o f  a sp i l l  h ap p e n in g  and  to  red u ce  i ts  e f fec ts .

A nd  co m p an ie s  d r i l l in g  in the  G u l f  have  b een  m ak ing  
ch a n g es  b ecau se  o f  the 2010  sp i l l .  B ut t h e r e ’s no  way to 
k now  th a t  a p o c k e t  o f  oil is u n d e r  su p e r  h ig h  p re ssu re  
u n t i l  the  p ipe goes  a ll  the  w ay  in to  the o il ,  and th e re  is 
no w ay to  te s t  the  p re ssu re  b e fo re  tha t .

So th e re  will  be no w ay to  p re v e n t  th is  n e x t  acc id en t .

Q 19  B efo re  today ,  did  y o u  kn o w  th a t  one o u t  o f  eve ry  
400 w e lls  in the  G u l f  h its  an u n d e rg ro u n d  p o ck e t  o f  oil 
u n d e r  su p er  h igh  p re s su re ,  o r  d id  you  n o t  know  th is?

Then the respondent was told that the only way to prevent the future spill is to put a 
second pipe into place at the same time each o f  the next 400 wells are drilled in deep 
water. Since the oil companies don’t know in advance which of the 400 new wells will 
result in a spill, they are not willing to pay the extra cost of the second pipe at each new 
well.

The on ly  way to  p re v e n t  the e f fec ts  o f  the  nex t  sp i l l  
w o u ld  be to p u t  a second  p ipe in p lace  at the  same tim e 
th a t  the f i r s t  p ipe  is d r i l led .  T h a t  way, a w ell  can be 
c lo sed  in ju s t  2 days a f te r  the leak  s ta r ts ,  ra th e r  th an  in 
th ree  m on ths .

As you  can  im ag in e ,  p u t t in g  a seco n d  p ipe  in to  all o f  the 
400 new  w e lls  to  be d r i l led  d u r in g  the  n ex t  15 yea rs  
w o u ld  co s t  a lo t  o f  m oney. In fac t ,  i t  w o u ld  d o u b l e  the 
p r ice  o f  d r i l l in g  each  new  w ell.

A nd  b ecau se  the  chance  o f  any  one w e ll  e x p lo d in g  is 
v e ry  sm all ,  the co m p an y  b u i ld in g  i t  w o n ’t  w an t  to  pay 
tw ice  the cost. So the  co m p an ie s  w o n ’t  p u t  the second  
p ip es  in th em se lv e s .________________________________________

The respondent was then told that under terms o f the 400 permits already given out, the 
government cannot require the oil companies to install the second pipe. So if  the program 
to prevent spills by installing second pipes is to be carried out, the government will have 
to pay for it.
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A nd the  g o v e rn m e n t  c a n ’t  fo rce  the co m p an ie s  to  d r i l l  
the  seco n d  p ipes .  Each  co m p an y  pa id  a sp ec if ic  p r ic e  to 
buy  a p e rm it  to  d r i l l  in each  lo c a t io n  acco rd in g  to  the 
g o v e rn m e n t  ru les  in e f fec t  at the t im e ,  w h en  the r isks  o f  
d r i l l in g  fo r  oil in  deep  w a te r  w ere  no t  as c le a r  as they  
are today .

The g o v e rn m e n t  c a n ’t  ch an g e  th o se  ru les  now  and 
in c re a se  the  c o s t  o f  d r i l l in g ,  j u s t  l ike  a ca r  co m p an y  
c a n ’t  in c rease  the  p r ice  th ey  charge  you  fo r  a car a f te r  
you  have pa id  fo r  the car.

F if te en  yea rs  from  now, the g o v e rn m e n t  w il l  sell new  
p e rm its  to oil co m p an ie s ,  and th o se  new  p erm its  can 
req u ire  d r i l l in g  a seco n d  p ipe  eve ry  t im e a new  w e ll  is 
d r i l le d  in the G ulf .  B ut u n t i l  th en ,  the  second  p ipes  w ill  
n o t  be d r i l led  u n le s s  the  g o v e rn m e n t  ch o o se s  to p ay  for 
them .

The respondent was then asked whether he/she knew that oil companies must buy permits 
from the government to drill for oil in the Gulf before today.

Q 2 0  B efo re  today , did you  k n o w  th a t  an o il  co m pany  
m u s t  buy  a p e rm it  f rom  the  g o v e rn m e n t  th a t  le ts  them  
dri l l  fo r  oil in a sp ec if ic  p lace  in the  G u lf ,  or did you  
n o t  know  th is?

Next, the respondent was told that the program he/she was being asked to consider is a 
program to install second pipes at all 400 new wells drilled in deep water in the Gulf 
during the next 15 years.

F rom  now  on, w hen  I say  the  “p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m ” 
today ,  I w il l  m ean  the  g o v e r n m e n t  pay ing  to p u t  a 
s e c o n d  p i p e  in  each  o f  the  400 new  w e lls  th a t  w il l  be 
d r i l le d  in the G u l f  d u r in g  the n e x t  15 yea rs .___________

6 . 2 . 1 2  W H A T  T H E  P R O G R A M  W O U L D  A N D  W O U L D  N O T  D O

In this section the respondent was told that he/she would soon be told how much the 
program would cost the respondent i f  it is carried out.
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N ex t,  r i l  te l l  you  w h a t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  do 
and  w h a t  it w ou ld  n o t  do.

IT l  te l l  you  how m uch  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w ou ld  
c o s t  you  and y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  y o u . T h e n  IT l  ask 
you  w h e th e r  you  th in k  the  g o v e rn m e n t  s h o u l d  o r  s h o u l d  
n o t  do th is .

Then the respondent was reminded of things the prevention program would and would 
not do. First the respondent was directed to look at the flip card that verbally describes 
the effects of the 2010 spill and reminded that if carried out, the prevention program 
would prevent the effects listed on the flip card from happening in the Gulf during the 
next 15 years.

The p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  p re v e n t  the  e f fec ts  l i s ted  
on the  card  in f ro n t  o f  from  h a p p e n in g  in the G u l f  during  
the  n ex t  15 yea rs  [P O IN T  T O  F L I P  C A R D  L IS T I N G  
[ (V E R S O N  A): T H R E E  / (V E R S IO N  B): E IG H T ]  
E F F E C T S  OF T H E  S P I L L ] ______________________________

Then the respondent was reminded of things the program would not do.

T here  are v a r io u s  th in g s  th a t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  
w o u ld  n o t  do, and IT l  l i s t  som e o f  th e s e  next.

The p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  n o t  a f fec t  the p r ice  o f  
oil.  A lm o s t  all o f  the  oil p ro d u c e d  in the  w orld  com es 
f rom  o u ts id e  the  G ulf .  So w h a t  h ap p en s  in the G u l f  has 
no n o t icea b le  e f fe c t  on the  p r ice  o f  oil in the U n ited  
S ta tes  o r  e lsew h ere  in the  w orld .

The p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  n o t  have a n o t ic ea b le  
e f fe c t  on the  n u m b e r  o f  jo b s  th a t  p eo p le  can ge t in the  
G ulf .  Only  a sm all  n u m b e r  o f  w e lls  w o u ld  be d r i l led  at 
any one t im e , so on ly  a sm all  n u m b e r  o f  jo b s  w ou ld  be 
c rea ted  by the p re v e n t io n  p rog ram .______________________

 ̂ If th e  responden t lives 1n a household w ith  no o th e r adu lts , th e  ta x  would be paid solely by th e  responden t. Thus th e  

in te rv iew er simply s ta te s  “I '11 te ll you how much th e  preven tion  program  w ould co st y o u ,” w ith  no m ention  o f th e  

re sp o n d e n t’s fam ily. The sam e applies fo r all add itiona l questions th a t  re fe re n ce  th e  cost to  th e  re sponden t and th e  

re sp o n d e n t’s fam ily.
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6 . 2 . 1 3  H O W  T H E  P R O G R A M  W O U L D  BE P A I D  F O R

In this section the respondent was told that the program would be paid for through the 
imposition o f  a one-time tax on all households in the US, the proceeds of which would be 
deposited in a special fund. The respondent was told that the tax would be paid in the tax 
year following the year in which the interview occurred.

H e r e ’s how  the p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  be pa id  for. 
The fed e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t  w o u ld  charge  all A m er ican  
h o u se h o ld s  a o n e - t i m e  e x t ra  tax ,  n e x t  year,  to p ay  fo r  all 
the  co s ts  o f  d r i l l in g  th e  seco n d  p ip es  d u ring  the n ex t  15 
y ea rs .

A ll  the m o n ey  from  th is  o n e - t im e  ta x  w o u ld  be pu t  in  a 
new  acco u n t ,  c a l le d  the  G u l f  P ro te c t io n  F und . This  
m o n ey  w o u ld  on ly  be sp e n t  on d r i l l in g  the second  p ipes .

E ven  i f  you  and y o u r  fam ily  l iv in g  w ith  y o u  are n o t  
re q u ire d  to  pay  any tax es  on m o n ey  re c e iv e d  during  
[THIS YEAR],^ you  and y o u r  fa m ily  l iv ing  w ith  you  
w o u ld  s t i l l  have to  p ay  th e  o n e - t im e  ta x  n ex t  year.

I f  y o u  and  y o u r  fam ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  ex p e c t  to  ge t a 
ta x  re fu n d ,  the  re fu n d  w o u ld  be re d u ced  by the  am o u n t 
o f  the  o n e- tim e  tax.

6 . 2 . 1 4  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  I N C O M E  I N F O R M A T I O N

The respondent was told that the amount of the one-time tax would be based on family 
income. So the interviewer asked the respondent to report family income, before taxes, 
for the prior tax year.

For respondents living with other family members, the question was asked as follows:

Throughout th e  q uestionnaire , [THiS YEAR] is rep laced  w ith  th e  y ea r in which th e  questionnaire  is ca rried  o u t, i.e . 2013 or 

2014.
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The g o v e rn m e n t  has  c a lc u la te d  the  to ta l  am o u n t  o f  
m o n ey  n ee d ed  to d r i l l  400 seco n d  p ip es ,  b ased  on the 
kn o w n  c o s t  o f  d r i l l in g  in deep  w ater .

The am o u n t  o f  m o n ey  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  l iv ing  w ith  
you  w o u ld  pay as th e  o n e - t im e  ta x  w o u ld  be d e te rm in e d  
by y o u r  incom e. So I now  n eed  to  know  w h a t  y o u r  to ta l  
fam ily  incom e w as fo r  all  o f  [L A ST  Y EA R ].^  ^

This  in c lu d es  incom e from  jo b s ,  p e n s io n s ,  soc ia l  
secu ri ty ,  in te re s t ,  d iv id en d s ,  c a p ita l  g a in s ,  p ro f i ts  from  
b u s in e s se s ,  u n e m p lo y m e n t  p ay m en ts ,  and  al l  o th er  
m o n ey  you  rece iv ed .

Y our to ta l  fam ily  incom e in c lu d e s  y o u r  own incom e p lus  
the  in co m es  o f  all fam ily  m em b ers  w ho live w ith  you.

Q 21. A d d in g  up the incom e from  all th e se  sou rces  and 
all o th e r  so u rces ,  w ha t  was the  to ta l  incom e fo r  you  and 
y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  fo r  a ll  o f  [L A ST  Y E A R ], 
b e fo re  taxes?

If the respondent said he/she did not know, the interviewer gave a long pause and said:

It w o u ld  be a big  he lp  to  us i f  you  w o u ld  be w il l in g  to 
g ive  me y o u r  b e s t  e s t im a te  in a n sw e r in g  the q u es t io n ,  
even  i f  y o u 'r e  n o t  c o m p le te ly  sure.

A d d in g  up the incom e from  all th ese  so u rces  and all 
o th e r  sou rces ,  w h a t  was the to ta l  incom e fo r  you and 
y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  fo r  a ll  o f  [L A ST  Y E A R ], 
b e fo re  taxes?

The interviewer then checked that he/she typed the correct the correct amount.

 ̂ For questionnaires ca rried  o u t in 2013, [LAST YEAR] res rep laced  w ith 2012. For questionnaires ca rried  ou t in 2014, [LAST 

YEAR] is rep laced  w ith  2013. The sam e app lies to  all o th e r  re fe re n ces  to  “ [LAST YEAR]” .

 ̂If the respondent lives in a household with no other adults, the interviewer asks only 
for the respondent's incom e, as opposed to his /  her family's incom e. The sam e 
applies for all additional incom e questions.
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Q 2 1 v l .  I ty p ed  “X X ’’ d o l la rs  p e r  year. Is th is  w ha t  you 
said?

If the respondent stated that he/she had no ineome in the previous year, the interviewer 
did a second consistency check:

Q 2 1v2 . Jus t  to  check ,  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  l iv ing  w ith  
you  re ce iv ed  no m o n ey  from  a n y  sou rce  in [LA ST 
Y E A R ],  is th a t  co r rec t?___________________________________

If the respondent refused to provide the total family income for the prior year, the 
respondent was shown a card with 10 income categories and asked to indicate in which 
income category his/her family income fell.^

Q 22. C ou ld  you p lease  j u s t  te l l  me the  le t te r  on th is  
s c reen  th a t  b e s t  m a tch e s  the  to ta l  in co m e fo r  all o f  
[LA ST Y EA R ] fo r  you  and  y o u r  fa m i ly  l iv in g  w ith  you? 
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  61 /V E R S I O N  B S C R E E N  82] ^

The sam e app lies If th e  responden t refused  to  answ er e i th e r  th e  firs t or second consistency check.

 ̂ In som e cases, d iffe re n t screen  num bers fo r Version A and Version B re fe r  to  th e  sam e Image o r display. W here th is  Is th e  

ca se , bath  th e  Version A and Version B screen  num bers a re  listed .
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S c r e e n  61 (show n  in V ers ion  A) and 
S c r e e n  82 (S how n  in V ers ion  B)

T o ta l  i n c o m e  f o r  al l  o f  [ L A S T  Y E A R ]

A. Less  th an  $10 ,000

B .$ 1 0 ,000  to $ 14 ,999

C .$ 1 5 ,000  to $ 24 ,999

D .$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  to $ 3 4 ,999

E .$3 5 ,0 0 0  to $ 49 ,999

F .$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  to  $ 74 ,999

G .$ 7 5 ,0 0 0  to $ 9 9 ,999

H .$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to $ 1 49 ,999

I .$ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  to $ 1 9 9 ,9 9 9  

J . $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  or m ore

If the respondent refused to select an income category, he/she was asked up to two 
questions about whether his/her family income fell above $35,000 or above $75,000.

Q 23A . In o rd e r  fo r  me to  be ab le  to  d e te rm in e  how  m uch 
the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  cos t  you  and y our fam ily  
l iv in g  w ith  you , co u ld  you  p lea se  j u s t  te l l  me w h e th e r  
the  to ta l  incom e fo r  all o f  [L A ST  Y E A R ],  fo r  you and 
y o u r  fa m ily  l iv ing  w ith  you ,  w as m ore  th an  $35 ,000?

Q 23B . Was it m o re  th an  $75 ,0 0 0 ?_________________________

While the respondent was told that the amount of the one-time tax would be determined 
by the family income, in reality, the amount of the one-time tax was determined by an 
experimental design.

° See Appendix 1.2 fo r d e ta ils
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After reporting family income, the respondent was told the amount he/she would have to 
pay as a one-time tax if the program is carried out.^  ̂ I f  the respondent had stated his/her 
annual income, or had stated which o f  the ten income brackets he/she falls into, the 
respondent was told:

The co s t  o f  the o n e - t im e  ta x  fo r  th e  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  
to  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  l iv in g  w ith  y o u  is [BID
A M O U N T ] /

If the respondent had refused to state his/her annual income, and had also refused to say 
which of the ten income brackets he/she falls into, the respondent was told:

On av e rag e ,  the  co s t  o f  the  o n e - t im e  tax  fo r  the 
p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  to  a fam ily  l iv in g  in y o u r  Z ip  Code 
is [BID A M O U N T ]._______________________________________

6 . 2 . 1 5  R E A S O N S  T O  V O T E  F O R  O R  A G A I N S T  P R O G R A M

In this section the respondent was reminded that he/she would be asked to vote on the 
prevention program and that if  the prevention program was carried out it, would prevent 
the effects listed on the flip card from happening in the next 15 years.

If th e  re sponden t did n o t provide any inform ation  ab o u t fam ily incom e, he o r she w as told th e  am oun t of th e  average  o n e ­

tim e  ta x  for peop le living in the  resp o n d en t's  zip code.

[BID AMOUNT] is rep laced  w ith  th e  am oun t o f th e  one  tim e  ta x  th e  re sponden t would have to  pay fo r th e  program , as 

d e te rm in ed  by th e  expe rim en ta l design. The sam e applies to  all o th e r re fe re n ces  to  “ [BID AMOUNT]” .
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Ok. So now  you u n d e r s ta n d  how  the p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  
w o u ld  w ork .  A t th is  t im e ,  th e re  are tw o  op tions .

One o p t io n  is fo r  the  g o v e rn m e n t  to cha rge  the o n e- tim e  
ta x  and  p ay  fo r seco n d  p ip es  to be d r i l le d  w ith  all new  
w e lls  in deep w a te r  in th e  G u l f  du ring  the  n ex t  15 yea rs .

The seco n d  o p t io n  is n o t  to do th is ,  and  in s tead ,  let 
p eo p le  and n a tu re  dea l w ith  the  e f fec ts  o f  the  oil sp il l  
t h a t  w i l l  hap p en  d u r in g  the n e x t  15 yea rs .

In te rv ie w e rs  l ike me are v is i t in g  h o u seh o ld s  a ro u n d  the 
c o u n try  to ask  p eo p le  h o w  th ey  vo te  on th is .  G o v e rn m en t  
o f f ic ia ls  w il l  tak e  p e o p le 's  v o te s  in to  ac c o u n t  in 
d ec id in g  w ha t  sho u ld  h ap p e n  in the  Gulf.

In a m o m en t,  IT l  ask  you  to  d ec id e  w h e th e r  or n o t  it  is 
w o r th  it to  you  to  pay  th e  o n e - t im e  ta x  to  p re v e n t  the 
[ (V E R SO N  A): th ree  / (V E R S IO N  B): e igh t]  e f fec ts  on 
the  ca rd  in f ro n t  o f  you  from  h ap p e n in g  du ring  the  n ex t  
15 y ea rs  [P O IN T  T O  F L I P  C A R D  L I S T I N G  [ (V E R S O N  
A ): T H R E E  / (V E R S IO N  B): E IG H T ]  E E F E C T S  O F  
T H E  S P IL L ]________________________________________________

Before voting the respondent was reminded o f  a list of reasons why he/she might vote 
against the program.
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T here  are reaso n s  w hy  y o u  m ig h t  vo te  a g a in s t  the 
p re v e n t io n  p rog ram . F o r  in s tan ce ,  you  m ig h t  n o t  w an t  
the  p ro g ram  to  be c a r r ie d  out, fo r  v a r io u s  reasons .  F or 
exam ple :  you  m ig h t  fee l  th a t  p re v e n t in g  the  th in g s  l is ted  
on th is  ca rd  is no t  w o r th  the  c o s t  y o u ’d have  to pay. Or, 
You m ig h t  th in k  the  g o v e rn m e n t  sho u ld  n o t  spend  m o n ey  
on any new  p ro g ram s  now.

E ven  i f  you  w o u l d  l ike  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  to be 
ca r r ied  out,  you m ig h t  vo te  a g a in s t  it  fo r  v a r io u s  
reaso n s .  F o r  exam ple :  You m ig h t  p re fe r  to spend  the 
m o n ey  on so m eth in g  e lse in s tead .  Or, the p re v e n t io n  
p ro g ram  m ig h t  co s t  m ore  m o n ey  th an  you  and  y o u r  
fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  can spend  fo r  it.

Or, you  m ig h t  vo te  a g a in s t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  for 
some o th e r  reason .

P lease  take  a m o m en t  to  th in k  ab o u t  the  e f fec ts  l i s te d  on 
the  ca rd  in f ro n t  o f  you [P O IN T  T O  F L I P  C A R D  
L I S T I N G  [(V E R S O N  A ): T H R E E  / (V E R S IO N  B): 
E IG H T ]  E E F E C T S  O F  T H E  S P I L L ] ,  the  am o u n t  o f  
m o n ey  y o u  and y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  w ou ld  pay 
fo r  th e  p ro g ram , how  m uch  you  w o u ld  be ab le  to a f fo rd  
to  pay, and the o th e r  th in g s  you  co u ld  spend  the m oney  
on in s tead .

6 . 2 . 1 6  I N I T I A L  V O T E

Then the respondent was asked if he/she would vote for or against the program.

Q 24  N ow , p lease  te l l  me: Do you  vo te  fo r  o r  ag a in s t  the 
p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , w h ic h  w il l  co s t  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  
l iv in g  w ith  you  the  o n e - t im e  tax  o f  [BID A M O U N T ].

If the respondent refused to answer the question, the interviewer encouraged the 
respondent to answer.

Y our an sw e r  w i l l  be k ep t  co n f id e n t ia l  and i t  w ou ld  be a 
b ig  he lp  to us i f  you  w o u ld  p lease  v o te ,  even  i f  y o u ’re 
no t  c o m p le te ly  sure._______________________________________

Alternatively, i f  the respondent stated that he/she did not know if they would vote for or 
against the program, the interviewer stated that the respondent should answer even if 
he/she was not entirely sure.
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It w o u ld  be a big  he lp  to  us i f  y o u  w o u ld  be w il l in g  to 
vo te ,  even  i f  y o u 'r e  n o t  c o m p le te ly  sure._______________

6 . 2 . 1 7  S E C O N D  V O T E

This section was read only to respondents that voted “For” the program in the initial vote. 
In this section the interviewer reminded the respondent of the things the program would 
not do (it would not affect the price o f  oil, and would not affect the number of jobs in the 
Gulf). After that reminder, the respondent was asked how he/she would vote given that 
the program would not do those things and would only prevent the things listed on the 
flip card.

Q 25. T hese  are the  th in g s  I show ed  you  b e fo re ,  ab o u t  
w h a t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  n o t  do [V E R S IO N  A 
S C R E E N  73 I V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  94]

W h en  you  v o ted ,  you  m ay have  b een  th in k in g  th a t  the 
p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  w o u ld  do so m eth in g  l is ted  on th is  
screen .

N ex t,  I w o u ld  l ike you  to  te l l  m e, i f  the p re v en t io n  
p ro g ram  w ou ld  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  do the  th in g s  l is ted  on th is  
s c reen ,  and  w ou ld  o n ly  p re v e n t  the  th in g s  l is ted  on the 
card  in f ro n t  o f  you  [P O IN T  T O  F L I P  C A R D  L I S T I N G  
[ (V E R S O N  A): T H R E E  I (V E R S IO N  B): E IG H T ]  
E F F E C T S  OF T H E  S P I L L ] ,  do you  vo te  fo r  or ag a in s t  
the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , w h ich  w ill  c o s t  you  and y o u r  
fam ily  l iv in g  w ith  you  th e  o n e - t im e  ta x  o f  [BID 
A M O U N T ],_________________________________________________

S c r e e n  73 (show n  in V ers ion  A) and 
S c r e e n  94 (S how n  in V ers ion  B)

The p ro g ram  w o u ld  not:
• A ffec t  the  p r ice  o f  oil
• H ave  a n o t ic e a b le  e f fec t  on the  n u m b er  o f  jo b s  

th a t  p eo p le  can g e t  in the  G u l f
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6 . 2 . 1 8  R E A S O N S  F O R  V O T I N G

All respondents were then asked to report their reasons for voting the way they did.

Q 26  W hen  you  an sw e r  the  n ex t  q u e s t io n ,  I w il l  be 
ty p in g  ev e ry th in g  you  say. So I w o u ld  be g ra te fu l  i f  you  
w o u ld  sp eak  s lo w ly  w h i le  you  answer.

Now, [why did  you  vote fo r  the p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram ?  / 
w hy  did  you  v o te  a g a in s t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram  / why 
d id  you  re fu se  to v o te?  / w hy  a r e n ' t  you  sure?]___________

The interviewer then repeatedly probed the respondent by asking for additional reasons, 
until the respondent stated ''no other reason.’’ If  the respondent mentioned animals, 
wildlife, sea life, plants, nature, ecosystems or the environment in general terms, the 
interviewer asked the respondent to be more specific.

6 . 2 . 1 9  D E B R I E F I N G  Q U E S T I O N S

Next the respondent was asked a number o f  issues potentially related to the respondent’s 
vote.

The first set of questions asked about the respondent’s beliefs about the program. These 
included:

• Beliefs about what would happen if  the program was not carried out;

N ow  le t  me co n tinue .

My n ex t  q u es t io n  is a b o u t  w h a t  you  b e l ie v e d  w hen you 
v o ted .

Q 27. I f  the  second  p ip es  are n o t  d r i l le d ,  d id  you  th in k  
th a t  o il  d r i l l in g  in deep  w a te r  in the G u l f  d u r in g  the  n ex t  
15 y ea rs  w il l  m o s t  l ik e ly  cause  a b o u t  w h a t  is l is ted  here 
[P O IN T  T O  F L I P  C A R D  L I S T I N G  [ (V E R S O N  A): 
T H R E E  / (V E R S IO N  B ): E I G H T ]  E F F E C T S  O F  T H E  
S P IL L ]  cause m o re  th an  th is ,  or cau se  less  than  th is?

If a  re sponden t in itia lly  voting for th e  program , he /  she w as asked th is  question  only a f te r  being rem inded o f things th e  

program  w ould no t do and asked to  v o te  again.
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Effectiveness of the program in preventing a future spill;

Q 28. I f  the  second  p ip es  are d r i l led ,  how  e f fec t iv e  do 
you  th in k  th ey  w il l  be at p re v e n t in g  a la rge  am o u n t  o f  
o il  f rom  be ing  sp i l le d  in the  G u l f  d u r in g  the  n ex t  15 
y ea rs?

E x tre m e ly  e f fec t iv e ,  ve ry  e f fe c t iv e ,  m o d e ra te ly  
e f fe c t iv e ,  s l ig h tly  e f fe c t iv e ,  o r  n o t  e f fec t iv e  at all?

Beliefs about how much the respondent would actually pay in the form of a one­
time tax if  the program is carried out;

Q 29  N e x t,  did you  b e l ie v e  th a t  i f  the  g o v e rn m e n t  
c a r r ie s  o u t  the p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , you  and y o u r  fam ily  
l iv in g  w ith  you  w o u ld  be ch a rg ed  th e  o n e- tim e  ta x  o f  
[BID A M O U N T ], m ore th a n  [BID A M O U N T ],  o r  less 
th an  [BID A M O U N T ]?____________________________________

The second set of questions in this section asked about respondent attitudes and 
experiences. These included;

• Trust in govemment;

Q 30  In g en e ra l ,  how  m uch  do you  t ru s t  the federa l  
g o v e rn m e n t  to do w ha t  is r ig h t?  A g re a t  d ea l ,  a lo t,  a 
m o d era te  am oun t,  a l i t t le ,  or n o t  a t all?

Trust in oil companies;

Q 31. In  g en e ra l ,  how  m uch  do y o u  t ru s t  o il  co m p an ie s  to 
do w h a t  is r igh t?  A g re a t  d ea l,  a lo t,  a m o d era te  am oun t,  
a l i t t le ,  or no t at all?_______________________________________

Trust of information provided by scientists studying the environment;

Q 32. In g en e ra l ,  how  m uch  do you  b e l iev e  the  th in g s  
th a t  sc ien t i s ts  s tu d y in g  the  e n v iro n m e n t  say? A g re a t  
dea l,  a lo t,  a m o d era te  am o u n t ,  a l i t t le ,  or n o t  at all?

• Whether the respondent had ever been to the Gulf Coast;

Q 33. H ave  you ev e r  b een  to the  G ulf ,  an y w h ere  from  
Texas to  F lo r id a ,  show n in y e l lo w  on th is  map? 
[V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  82 / V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  
103].____________________________________________________
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S c r e e n  82 (sh o w n  in V ers io n  A) and 
S c r e e n  103 (show n  in V ers io n  B)

82

Oi4fc^Me:aco

Whether the respondent considered himselfidierself as an environmentalist.

Q 34  W ould  you  say you  th in k  o f  y o u r s e l f  as: a ve ry  
s tro n g  e n v iro n m e n ta l i s t ,  a s t ro n g  e n v iro n m e n ta l i s t ,  a 
m o d e ra te  e n v iro n m e n ta l i s t ,  s l ig h t ly  an  en v iro n m e n ta l i s t ,  
o r  n o t  an e n v i ro n m e n ta l i s t  at all?

6 . 2 . 2 0  R E S P O N D E N T  B A C K G R O U N D  D E M O G R A P H I C S

In this section the interviewer asked the respondent to report a number o f  demographic 
items including:

• Year o f  birth.

Q 35  Now, I have som e q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  y o u r  
b ac k g ro u n d .  In w h a t  y e a r  w ere  you  bo rn?

o If  the respondent did not provide his/her year of birth, the following 
question was asked:

Q 3 5 a .  C ould  you  p lease  j u s t  te l l  me th e  le t te r  on th is  
sc reen  th a t  b es t  m a tch e s  y o u r  age? [ V E R S I O N  A 
S C R E E N  86 / V E R S I O N  B S C R E E N  107]
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S c re e n  86 (show n  in V ers ion  A) and 
S c re e n  107 (show n  in V ers ion  B)

A. 18 -  29

B. 30 - 39

C. 40 - 49

D. 50 - 59

E. 60 - 69

F. 70 o r  o ld e r

Highest degree or level of school completed;

Q 36  W h a t  is th e  h ig h e s t  d eg ree  or lev e l  o f  schoo l you  
have  co m p le ted ?  [V E R S IO N  A S C R E E N  88 / V E R S IO N  
B S C R E E N  109]____________________________________________

S c re e n  88 (show n  in V ers ion  A) and 
S c re e n  109 (show n  in V ers ion  B)

No sch o o l in g  co m p le ted
N u rs e ry  school
K in d e rg a r ten
G rade 1 th ro u g h  11
12th g rad e ,  NO D IP L O M A
R e g u la r  h igh  sch o o l  d ip lo m a
GED or a l te rn a t iv e  c re d e n t ia l
Some co lleg e  c re d i t ,  b u t  less  th an  1 y ea r  o f  co l lege  
c red i t
1 o r  m ore yea rs  o f  co l leg e  c red i t ,  no d eg ree  
A s s o c i a te ’s degree  ( fo r  exam ple :  AA, AS)
B a c h e lo r ’s deg ree  (fo r  exam ple :  BA, BS)
M a s t e r ’s d eg ree  ( fo r  exam ple :  M A, MS, M E ng, M Ed, 
MSW, M BA )
P ro fe ss io n a l  d eg ree  b e y o n d  a b a c h e l o r ’s degree  (fo r  
exam ple :  MD, D D S, D V M , LLB, JD)
D o c to ra te  d eg ree  ( fo r  exam ple :  PhD , EdD )____________
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Number o f family members 17 years old or younger;

Q 37. H ow  m any m em b ers  o f  y o u r  fam ily  17 yea rs  o ld  or 
y o u n g e r  l ive  w ith  you?____________________________________

Housing arrangement (rent or own);

Q 38. Do you o r y o u r  fa m ily  m em b ers  l iv in g  w ith  you  
ow n the  p lace  w here  you  l ive ,  do you  ren t  it, or do you  
have  an o th e r  a r ran g e m e n t? _______________________________

Ethnic/racial categorization;

Q 39. Are you  o f  H isp a n ic ,  L a t in o ,  or S p an ish  o r ig in?

Q 40  W h a t  is y o u r  race?  P lease  te l l  me all th a t  apply. 
tV E R S I O N  A S C R E E N  90 / V E R S IO N  B S C R E E N  111]

S c re e n  90 (show n  in V ers ion  A) and 
S c re e n  111 (show n  in V ers ion  B)

W hite
B lack ,  A fr ic an  A m er ic an ,  o r  N egro  
A m er ic an  In d ian  o r  A la sk a  N a tiv e  
A sian
N a tiv e  H a w a iian  o r  O th er  P ac if ic  I s la n d e r  
Some O th e r  Race

Employment status;

Q 41. Are you  now  w o rk in g  fo r  pay, fu l l - t im e ,  p a r t - t im e ,  
or are you  n o t  now  w o rk in g  fo r  pay  at all?_______________

• Federal income tax filing status;

Q 42  In the  la s t  12 m o n th s ,  did you  o r  any  m em b ers  o f  
y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  you ,  f i le  a fed e ra l  incom e tax  
re tu rn ,  or did none  o f  you  fi le  a f e d e ra l  in co m e tax  
re tu rn?
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Federal income tax withholding status;

Q 4 2 a .  In  the  la s t  12 m o n th s ,  w ere  fe d e ra l  incom e tax es  
tak en  o u t  o f  any o f  y o u r  p ay  checks  or the pay  ch eck s  o f  
anyone  in y o u r  fa m ily  l iv in g  w ith  yo u ,  o r  did  th is  n e v e r  
h ap p en ?_____________________________________________________

Expectations about future family income level for next year;

Q 43. Do you th in k  th a t  in  [TH IS Y E A R ] , the  to ta l  
incom e o f  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  m em b ers  l iv in g  w ith  you  
w il l  be m ore  th an  i t  w as in [LA ST Y E A R ],  less  th an  it 
w as  in [LA ST Y E A R ], o r  a b o u t  the sam e as it  w as in 
[LA ST Y E A R ]?____________________________________________

Whether it would be difficult to pay the one-time tax if  the program was carried 
out.

Q 44  H ow  d i f f ic u l t  w o u ld  it be fo r  and y o u r  fam ily  
l iv in g  w ith  you  to  com e up w ith  th e  m o n ey  to  pay  the 
o n e - t im e  ta x  o f  [BID A M O U N T ] n ex t  y ea r?  E x trem e ly  
d i f f ic u l t ,  very  d i f f ic u l t ,  m o d e ra te ly  d i f f ic u l t ,  s l ig h tly  
d i f f ic u l t ,  or n o t  d i f f ic u l t  a t  all?_________________________

6 . 2 . 2 1  F I N A L  V O T E

If  the respondent voted in favor of the program in both Question 24 and Question 25, the 
interviewer noted that the respondent had had more time to think about the program and 
offered the respondent an opportunity to change his/her vote. The interviewer then asked 
the respondent i f  he/she would vote for or against the program.

Q 45  N ow  th a t  y o u ’ve h ad  t im e  to  th in k  a b i t  m ore abou t  
the  s i tu a t io n ,  L d  l ike to g iv e  you  a chance  to  change 
y o u r  a n sw e r  to  the  v o t in g  q u es t io n  i f  you  w o u ld  l ike  to.

P lease  te l l  me w h e th e r  you  vote  fo r  o r a g a in s t  the 
p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , w h ic h  w il l  co s t  you  and  y o u r  fam ily  
l iv in g  w ith  you  the  o n e - t im e  ta x  o f  [BID A M O U N T ],_____

6 . 2 . 2 2  E V A L U A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

The interviewer asked the respondent two final questions. First, the interviewer asked the 
respondent if he/she felt the materials presented in the interview tried to push him/her to 
vote for the program, to vote against the program, or allowed him/her to decide.
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Q 46 P lease  th in k  b aek  ab o u t  ev e ry th in g  I said du ring  
th is  in te rv iew . O v e ra l l ,  do you  th in k  it  t r ie d  to p u sh  you  
to  vo te  fo r  the p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , t r ie d  to push  you  to 
vo te  a g a in s t  the  p re v e n t io n  p ro g ram , or le t  you  m ake  up 
y o u r  ow n m ind  ab o u t  how  to vo te?________________________

Then the interviewer noted that new programs to protect the environment could either be 
paid for by the govemment, which would result in higher taxes, or the new programs 
could be paid for by business, which would increase prices for everyone. The interviewer 
then asked the respondent if  he/she would prefer to pay for new environmental programs 
through higher taxes or higher prices.

Q 47  T here  are d i f fe re n t  w ay s  fo r  p eo p le  to  pay  fo r  new  
p ro g ram s  to  p ro te c t  the en v iro n m e n t.  One w ay  is fo r  the 
g o v e rn m e n t  to pay the cos t .  T h is  w il l  ra ise  ev e ry o n e 's  
tax e s .  The o th e r  w ay is for  b u s in e s se s  to pay  the cost .  
This  w il l  m ake p r ic e s  go up fo r  ev e ry o n e .  I f  you  had  to 
ch o o se ,  w o u ld  you  p re fe r  to  pay  fo r  new  e n v iro n m e n ta l  
p ro g ram s  th ro u g h  h ig h e r  ta x e s ,  or th ro u g h  h ig h e r  p r ice s?

6 . 2 . 2 3  V A L I D A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N

In this section the interviewer explained that the interviewer’s supervisor might call the 
respondent to check that the interviewer had actually talked to the respondent. The 
interviewer then asked for a first name and a phone number so that this check could be 
performed if  needed.

Q 48. M y su p e rv iso r  or a n o th e r  s t a f f  m e m b e r  m ay ca ll  
you  to  check  th a t  I t a lk e d  to  you  today . It  w ou ld  be a big 
he lp  i f  I cou ld  have y o u r  nam e and ph o n e  n u m b er  so th a t  
th ey  can do tha t .

A re  th e re  any o th e r  phone  n u m b ers  w h ere  we can reach  
y ou?  C ould  I p lease  a lso  have  y o u r  e -m a i l  add ress?_______

6 . 2 . 2 4  F I N A L  S T A T E M E N T

In this final section the interviewer informed the respondent that scientists are still 
studying the 2010 spill and that when these studies are done the scientists may conclude 
that the effects of the 2010 spill are different than those described in the interview.

The interviewer also informed the respondent that the govemment is considering a 
number o f  different programs for the Gulf and thanked the respondent for providing their 
input on the program described in the interview.

49

DW H-AR0290122-0049



REVISED DRAFT

The interviewer concluded by expressing the hope that the respondent would take a few 
minutes to speak with a supervisor i f  they called.

B efo re  we end o u r  co n v e rsa t io n ,  I w a n t  to  m en t io n  th a t  
sc ien t i s ts  are s t i l l  s tu d y in g  the 2010  oil sp il l .

W h en  th e  s c ien t is ts  f in ish  th e i r  s tu d ie s ,  th ey  may 
co n c lu d e  th a t  the  e f fec ts  are d i f fe re n t  f rom  w h a t  I 
d e sc r ib ed  to d ay .  A lso ,  the  g o v e rn m e n t  is c o n s id e r in g  
v a r io u s  p ro g ram s  fo r  the  G ulf ,  and we ap p rec ia te  y o u r  
in p u t  on th is  one.

F ina l ly ,  i f  so m eb o d y  does  co n ta e t  you  to check  th a t  I 
ta lk e d  to  you  today , I hope  y o u T l  p lea se  ta lk  w ith  them . 
It w il l  on ly  tak e  a m in u te ,  and  it  w il l  be a b ig  he lp  i f  
you  do so.

T h an k  you.________________________________________________

If th e  in terv iew er is conducting  Version A of th e  q uestionna ire , he /  she adds th e  following s ta tem e n t: “For exam ple , they  

a re  continuing  to  study th e  e ffec ts  on d ee p w a te r  co ra l, tu r t le s , and d o lph in s.”
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