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Eagle Update 

Dr. Seuss Night 2018 
 

     America has produced a number of incredible authors 

throughout the years, however, Dr. Seuss is one of the 

most beloved children’s authors of all time.  He is best 

known for authoring more than 60 children's books. His 

work includes a number of of the most popular children's 

books of all time, selling over 600 million copies and being 

translated into more than 20 languages.   

     In the spirit 

of Dr. Seuss, the staff at Yoncalla Elementary School spent the 
past weeks getting ready for the annual Dr. Seuss Night.  “This 

year’s event was no different than past years, except that it 
keeps growing and getting better and better,” stated YES prin-

cipal Kelly Campbell.   
     Staff and students decked the hallways and classrooms 

with Dr. Seuss illustrations to celebrate the joy of reading.  

Parents and community members joined in on the fun during 
the school’s annual event. Each classroom provided a different 

activity related to a Dr. Seuss book.   
     Students from the pre-school, elementary, middle school 

and high school participated in the event along with several 

other agencies.  North Douglas County Fire & EMS, Yoncalla 
Rodeo, Children’s Institute, Yoncalla Youth Sports and Yoncalla 

Engaged Parents are just a few of the local agencies that were 
represented at the occasion.   

     The event drew over 400 students and parents from Yon-

calla and the surrounding area.  This is an event that both par-

ents and students look forward to every year.  It was a won-

derful opportunity for par-

ents and children to share 

in a valuable literacy event 

and share the joy of read-

ing with their family. 

     Free popcorn was served at the front doors and approximately 

twelve gallons of ice cream was served for free sundaes. From the 

book give away to the classroom activities there was fun for all! The 

evening wouldn’t be complete without a special visit from The Cat in 

the Hat and Thing 1 and Thing 2!!!! 
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Facilities Update 

 We have siding on the new 

shed by the Early Learning 

Center.   Panting will begin as 

weather permits.   

 Fencing has begun on the new 

Playscape at the Early Learning 

Center.   

 Jeff is in the process of getting 

bids for the replacement of 

flooring at the elementary 

school.    

 A walkthrough was completed 

by the Board and members of 

the administration team for 

YSD.  Areas that have been 

prioritized are the boiler room, 

the gym floor, windows with 

broken seals and updating the 

sign at the elementary school. 

 There was an initial meeting 

with ZCS for the upcoming 

seismic work at the high school.  

Once the contract is signed, 

more information will be avail-

able.   

 Jeff has completed installation 

of a reconditioned heater core 

in one of the classrooms at the 

high school.   
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Yoncalla Engaged Parents 
 

     Yoncalla Engaged Parents (YEP) leadership group just celebrated 

its one year anniversary this month. We are happy to announce that 

we have had ten new members join our group since the beginning of 

this year! We are hoping as more and more people join, we will be 

able to do many great things for our children, schools, and our com-

munity. 

     Right now, we are focusing our efforts on the upcoming Dr. Seuss 

Night. YEPs will be partnering with Yoncalla Early Works to do a “book 

walk” for all school age kids. We will also be offering a face painting 

station and handing out cotton candy as well, so be sure to look for us 

in the front building around the family room. 

     We are also planning to host a Family Math night soon. We will 

have more details on that in the next couple of weeks so be on the 

lookout for the flyers that will be sent home, and posted around the 

school and community. We also have a Facebook page that is a good 

source of information. If you have any ideas or information that you 

would like to share with us, we would love to hear about them. If you 

would like to join YEPs or just want to see how you can contribute in 

any way you are welcome to attend our meetings, which are usually 

held the first Thursday of each month at 8:30 am in the family room, 

or you can also send us a message on Facebook. 

Timmons Wins Cow Creek Award for YHS 

 
     Each year, fourteen graduating seniors from throughout Douglas 

County are awarded a $1,500 scholarship to Umpqua Community Col-

lege from the Cow Creek Umpqua Tribe.  This year’s Yoncalla High 

School recipient is Aubri Timmons.  The winners not only receive the 

scholarship money, but will also be honored at an awards dinner to be 

held in May at Seven Feathers Convention Center in Canyonville. 

     The Tribe has given out the scholarships each year since 1997. One 

senior is selected from each of the fourteen high schools in Douglas 

County.  The criteria for the award is given out based on scholastic 

effort and commitment, potential for college-level work, good citizen-

ship and behavior, motivation, and industriousness. 

     Timmons exemplifies these traits and many more.  “She truly rep-

resents what is special about YHS and someone who understands what 

the core values of the high school represents.  I am proud of all the 

work that she has accomplished and what the future holds for her,” 

said Principal Brian Berry.   

     Timmons has been part of the YHS student body for the past two 

years.  She has been involved in sports and has been involved in vari-

ous volunteer opportunities throughout the community.  She plans to 

attend UCC and is interested in becoming a pre-school teacher.  “I am 

excited to receive this scholarship.  It is nice to know that the teachers 

at YHS have recognized my hard work,” stated Timmons. 



Yoncalla School  

District Priorities 

 Each student will en-

joy positive, engaging 

learning environ-
ments. 

 Each child will pos-

sess the knowledge 
and skills necessary 

to be successful in 
post secondary edu-

cation and careers, 

and the self-reliance 
to be a productive 

citizen. 

 A strong sense of 

community is recog-
nized and nurtured 

among all stakehold-

ers 

 Facilities and finances 

are managed effec-
tively and efficiently 

for the benefit of 

each child. 

 

Upcoming Events 

For a complete list of 

events visit our web site 
@ 

www.yoncalla.k12.or.us 

or like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/

yhseagles/ 
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YHS Band News   
 
     The Yoncalla music program has a busy spring schedule with several 

festivals planned for our performing ensembles.  The choir, which has 
doubled in size since last year, will attend the Douglas Invitational Choir 

Festival on March 14 at Roseburg High School and the OMEA District 10 

Choir Festival on April 4 at UCC.  Yoncalla is one of only 37 1A/2A high 
schools in Oregon  that have competitive choral music programs.  The 

choir has qualified for the state championship for the last five years in a 
row, and in 2017 the choir earned 9th place.   

     The High School Band will perform at the Willamette Valley Concert 

Band Festival at LCC on March 22, and at the OMEA District 10 Band Festi-
val at North Douglas on April 11.  The band has earned qualifying scores 

for the last four years in a row and took 3rd place at the 2015 state com-
petition.   

     Soloists and small ensembles will perform on March 10 at Glide High 
School at the OMEA Solo/Ensemble contest.  Nic Johnston will perform a 

tuba solo, and Olivia Cardillo, Ashley Keevy, and Bryson Dover will per-

form as a vocal trio.  Those performers with qualifying scores will advance 
to the state competition at Pacific University in  April.   

YHS Students Compete in Regional FBLA  
 

     Students from the Yoncalla High School Chapter of FBLA (Future Busi-

ness Leaders of America) attended the annual FBLA regional tournament 

this past week.  FBLA is a student-led, school-based business leadership 

organization facilitated by teachers in partnership with industry, parents, 

and the community. 

     For over 70 years FBLA has been the place where more than 15 million 

students have found the keys to career success, personal achievement, 

and business leadership. FBLA is the place where business and education 

comes to life for students!  More than 250,000 students participate in in-

novative leadership and career development programs that bring together 

members from throughout the state.   

     The YHS advisor Cheryl Simons stated, “I am extremely proud of my 

students.  We completed hard, and I am happy with their progress.  The 

results are as follows: 

YHS FBLA Regional Finishers: 

Brody Best 10th in Advertising 
Ted Wickman 1st in Business Calculations 

Athusoss Gilbert 7th in Business Law 
Trevor Weinhold 2nd in Cyber Security 

Cassidy Bragg 9th in Marketing 
Cody Gustafson 8th in Organizational Leadership and 1st in Parliamentary 

Procedures 
Ben Simons 1st in Organizational Leadership and 1st in Parliamentary Pro-

cedures 
Kaleigh Soto 1st in Parliamentary Procedures 
Nic Johnston 1st in Parliamentary Procedures 

Jordan Aguilar 7th in Sports and Entertainment Management 
Tyler Davis 6th in Sports and Entertainment Management 



 

4 

Cold Water and Warm Hearts 

 

     A record number of participants in Eugene gathered at the Willamette River on Saturday, February 10th 

to take the plunge for Special Olympics Oregon (SOOR). Local group North Umpqua Unified club, consisting 

of Elkton High School, North Douglas High 

School, and Yoncalla High School, took part in 

this plunge.   

     A number of teams and individuals gathered 

at Maurie Jacobs Park early Saturday morning 

enjoying music and refreshments anxious to get 

in the water. A costume contest was held for the 

many creative costumes that day, such as the fish 

from Finding Dory, Bearded Villains, Bananas and 

Monkeys, Boats, Mermaids, and Policemen and 

many others.   

     What influenced you to take the plunge? 

“It was a great opportunity to raise money for North Umpqua Unified Club and Special Olympics to sustain 

the futures of our current and upcoming athletes. 

It will help them receive the opportunity to play 

sports and interact with other SOOR partners and 

athletes” says YHS student Brody Best who is a 

part of the North Umpqua Unified basketball team. 

     Dressed as monkeys and bananas, this group 

ran and dove into the ice cold water to high-five 

the line of divers from Lane County’s sheriff’s office 

that helped pull this day together.  

     There were an expected 320 participants this 

morning, each plunger being responsible for raising 

at least $50, everyone was able to come together to raise about $30,000. North Umpqua Unified Club was 

able to raise $5,685 for Special Olympics. 

What was the best part of this day?  

     “I think the best part was jumping into the water and then the cold hits you and you realize you aren’t 

doing this for yourself 

because honestly no 

one wants to jump 

into cold water, but 

you do it because 

it’s for a great 

cause and you hope 

that doing this will 

help change the 

world and how peo-

ple view special 

needs students” 

says first time 

plunger and YHS 

student Kali Schus-

ter. 



 

5 

Wickman Honored 
 
     Ted Wickman has spent the past 4 years at YHS playing basket-

ball, football and baseball with his friends.  Over these years, he has 
been part of state tournament teams and years when the team did 

not meet their goals.  Through the ups and downs, Wickman has 

worked hard and leaves YHS being part of the record books in the 
State of Oregon.  Below are these records for basketball.  

   
 -He will be tied for 3rd all time with 24 made free throws against 

UVC 

-His 28 attempts against UVC is tied fourth all time. 
-He places among the all time leaders with 17 made free throws 

against Days Creek  
-He also has a season total of over 500 pts, despite the team not 

playing a full schedule, and will be entered with a nearly 22 point per 

Principal’s Message 
 
     As we begin the second semester, we want to encourage stu-

dents to take advantage of the available after school resources. 
Many teachers are available after 3:30 to provide extra help, so 

please have your child talk with their individual teachers. After school 

tutoring continues to be provided every Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 3:30-4:30 for high school and middle school students.  For 

those who need it, we offer bus transportation on these days. 
     Regular attendance to school is also an important factor that we 

continue to stress throughout the second semester.  Consistent at-

tendance is a crucial part of the success of a student’s academic ca-
reer. The staff at Yoncalla School District is committed to providing 

your child with the very best educational opportunities, but we can-
not do our job if the student is absent.  If your child is having chal-

lenges with regular attendance, please contact the elementary or 
high school principal.  The Yoncalla School District wants every stu-

dent in this district to be successful. You can help your student by 

encouraging them to attend school regularly. Best wishes for contin-
ued success for this school year. 

K-6th Grade Valentines 

 
     This year the K-3rd grade students delivered handmade Valentine cards to local senior citizens at the 

Yoncalla Community Center on February 13th. The students enjoyed handing them out as much as the sen-

iors loved receiving them. The smiles and laughter were contagious. The 4th-6th grade classes also mas-

tered the feat of making handmade Valentines. They were mailed out in two large manila envelopes to the 

Veteran’s Center in Roseburg. There were plenty of cards to be had by many and the joy and thoughtful-

ness that the student portrayed making them was very heartwarming. 
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Wickman Represents YHS 
 
     2018 Yoncalla High School senior Ted Wickman will be 

representing YHS in the upcoming All-Star game.  The 
annual Oregon 8-Man All-Star football game will be played 

at Eastern Oregon University in La Grande. 

     Wickman is a senior at YHS and is a four-year letter-
man and an all-league performer.  He also holds the dis-

tinction of being an all-state performer as a wide receiver 
and quarterback.  He helped lead the Eagle football teams 

to the state tournament 3 out of his 4 years in high 

school.  His coach, Matt Bragg said, “Ted is one of the 
best athletes to come through YHS.  His skills have always 

been evident as he started on both offense and defense 
all four years of high school.  What really set him apart 

this past season was his leadership.  He was always en-
couraging teammates and celebrating their success.  He 

may have the most enjoyment during this season from the 

success of the mostly overlooked players in the program.  
Ted really grew during our last season and left his mark 

on the program and will undoubtedly find success in what-
ever field he pursues.”   

     Wickman is undecided as to where he will be attending 

college.  He wants to play college sports and become a 
math teacher.  “It’s an honor to play in the 8-man all-star 

game.  It just goes to show that effort and hard work 
pays off,” stated Wickman. 

Tutoring Takes Shape at YHS 
     After its initial year, students from YHS continue to volunteer at the pre-school and elementary school.  
This group of students walks less than a half a mile to Yoncalla Elementary School where they tutor at all 

levels as part of the Yoncalla Early Works project.  Whether a tutor is reading aloud, talking, or writing with 
a child, it is a valuable experience for the youth.  Students from the middle school and high school have 

interest in working with them.   

     One of the best ways to encourage literacy skills is to read aloud with a child as often as possible.  Stu-
dents from YHS do just this.  “I love reading to the kids,” stated YHS 8th grader Lilly Bell. “I want to be a 

pre-school teacher and this is good practice for me.”   
     Yoncalla Early Works is an initiation of the Ford Family Foundation, the Children’s Institute, the Yoncalla 

School District and other local partners. Its mission: to bring parents, the school and the community to-

gether to meet the needs of children – prenatally to age eight – and to ensure every child is prepared for 
kindergarten and school success. 

     Under the direction of YHS teacher Jerry Fauci, the tutoring program began to form at the beginning of 
last school year.  “The goal was to encourage young people to get involved with the Early Works project 

and to teach a valuable skill to the high school students,” said Fauci.  The purpose of this program is to 
provide training and opportunities for students to tutor preschool and elementary school students and learn 

about what it takes to be a teacher.  Students have been given formal training on issues ranging from how 

to react to behavioral issues, interacting with different cultures, dialogic reading and play and how to han-
dle confidential information.  YHS junior …… said, “I am having a lot of fun with this.  It is fun working with 

the kids and helping them be creative.”  Head of the Yoncalla Pre-School Megan Barber said, “I love it and 
it’s working well.  It gives the teenagers an opportunity to interact with my students and learn about the 

educational process.” 

     This is one of many experiences that students at YHS have an opportunity to receive towards career 
training.  It is also an opportunity that will help build the foundation for those returning the favor.   


