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Welcome. Or 
“Selamat Datang.”1

You’re about to experience the 
Far East, like you never have.

Do these Eastern Hemisphere Notebook Pages on your own,  
after reading the corresponding assignment from Journey 
to the Eastern Hemisphere. Feel free to ask your parents for 
help if you need it. You’ll explore both countries and regions 
as you put the Notebook together. After you complete the 
Antarctica section, make sure to put your name on the back 
cover and include the date so you and your parents will 
remember when you worked on the Notebook.

Make this project your own. Feel free to add more 
thoughts and images that relate to the topic. For example, 
you might want to jot down a few notes in the margin 
about something that caught your attention.

Rationale (why you will study these areas)
Out of the many countries of the Eastern Hemisphere, we 
needed to limit what we study.

1. We chose countries that are often in the news, so 
you will be an informed reader (i.e., North Korea, 
and we compare North Korea to South Korea).

2. We chose countries with strong economies 
(i.e., Japan).

3. We chose countries where signifi cant historical 
events occurred (i.e., Vietnam, where the Vietnam 
War took place).

4. We chose countries with large populations that 
can impact our world (i.e., China and India).

5. We chose countries with diff erent forms of govern-
ment to compare with and learn from (i.e., Russia).

1. “Welcome” in Malay. 

Eastern Hemisphere

Notebook Pages

6. We chose places where key religions began (i.e., 
Israel and Saudi Arabia).

7. We chose countries that exemplify a region (i.e., 
New Zealand as a representative of a Pacifi c region).

8. We chose regions to help you learn the geography 
of the Eastern Hemisphere (i.e., Southeast Asia and 
the Middle East).

9. We chose continents (i.e., Africa, Australia , and 
Antarctica).

10. We start the year with China as one of the old-
est civilizations, spend time in Asia, travel to the 
Middle East, followed by Africa, then the Pacifi c 
region, Australia, and end the year in Antarctica.

How to use this tool
Because you will visit many parts of the world that diff er 
from your home country, please use this tool to help you 
remember what you have learned. As you  or your parent 
reads, use the notebook pages to remind you of the 
various countries’ form of government, some key animals 
in the region, how the people live diff erently from you—
all notes to solidify, in your mind, the places you learned 
about. Your answers can be brief. At the end of the year, 
these pages can be an eff ective reminder of all you have 
learned.

On the fi rst page of each country, region, or continent, 
see a photo of a key landmark, or picture that highlights 
the area (i.e., the Great Wall of China, or rice paddies for 
Vietnam).

• The cover page includes a picture of the country 
fl ag.

• It includes a photo and description of the region of 
the world as a reference tool.

• It includes a thumbnail sketch of the world map 
with the country studied in dark print.
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Ch ina

The Big picture
Write three facts you learned about China:

1.

2.

3.

East Asia

China Timeline

Shang Dynasty
Years ruled: 1766–1045 BCE
Accomplishments:

1
Zhou Dynasty
Years ruled: 1045–221 BCE
Key person:

What that person taught:

21766–
1045 BCE

1045–
221 BCE

1

2

Forbidden City (built 1406–1420)
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China Timeline Continued

Qin Dynasty
Years ruled: 221–206 BCE
Accomplishments:

3

Han Dynasty
Years ruled: 206 BCE–220 CE
Infl uence to neighbors included:

4

Tang Dynasty
Years ruled: 618–907
Accomplishments:

6

Sui Dynasty
Years ruled: 581 CE–618
Known for:

5

Song Dynasty
Years ruled: 960–1127
Accomplishments:

7

Mongol Rule
Years ruled: 1279–1368
Known for:

Key person:

8 Ming Dynasty
Years ruled: 1368–1644
Accomplishments:

9
1279–
1368

8

221–
206 BCE

Confucius lived ca 500 BCE

581–
618 CE

206 BCE–
220 CE

618–
907 

960–
1127

3

4

5

6

7

1368–
1644

9
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China Timeline Continued

1644–
1912

10

1850-
1864

11

1900 13

191114

189912

1912 15

Taiping Rebellion 1850–1864
Two facts:

11

Open Door Policy 1899
Two facts:

12

China as a Republic 1912
Two facts about the early republic:

15

Manchus (Qing)
Years ruled: 1644–1912
Accomplishments:

10

Boxer Rebellion 1900
Two facts: 13

Dynasties End 1911
Two facts about the end of the Chinese 
dynasties:

14

Communists Win Control 1949
Two facts about Mao Zedong:

16

194916
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The Great Leap Forward 1958
One fact:

17

Tiananmen Square Massacre 1989
What was it?

19

The Cultural Revolution 1966
One fact:

18

China Today
Write two recent developments in China.

20

China Timeline Continued

Hong Kong becomes part of China 1997

1958 17

1966 18

198919

Present20


