
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECERS-R 101 
Chapter 3 

 
Learner Notes 

Use this packet to record your notes as you work through this chapter. 
 

 
Name:________________________ Date:____________ 
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Help Resources 
 
If you experience any technical issues, please contact Technical Support: 
 
Email:  techsupport@ersi.info 
 
Phone:  919-438-2380 (8AM to 8PM EST) 
 
When reporting technical issues, be sure to include the page number of the chapter (found in 
the lower right corner of the window). 
 
If you need content-specific help, you may e-mail the ERSI staff at: 
contenthelp@ersi.info 
 
  

mailto:techsupport@ersi.info
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This packet is designed for you to take notes as you work through chapter 3 of the ECERS-R 
101 course. This packet will be useful as you prepare for the end of course test, which comes 
at the end of Chapter 4. 
 

 
 
 
 

Organization of the Scales 

What are the 7 subscales of the ECERS-R? 

(1)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(2)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(3)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(4)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(5)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(6)_________________________________________________________________________ 

(7)_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Notes for Clarification 

You should check the ERSI website (www.ersi.info) regularly for updated Notes for 
Clarification from the authors. On the following pages, you will find the most current version of 
these notes. You should cut these notes and tape them into your scale, remembering to mark 
each indicator with a new Note for Clarification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure you have a copy of the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale, 
Revised Edition before continuing with this course. 
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Terms 

Accessible 

What does the term “accessible” mean in the ECERS-R?______________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How long do materials need to be accessible to children in programs of 4 hours to meet the 

time requirements for accessibility?_______________________________________________ 

 

How long do materials need to be accessible to children in programs of 8 hours to meet the 

time requirements for 

accessibility?________________________________________________________________ 

 

Substantial Portion of the Day 

 

What does the term “substantial portion of the day” mean in the ECERS-R?_______________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is substantial portion of the day for a program 8 hours in length?___________________ 

 

What is substantial portion of the day for a program 10 hours in length?__________________ 
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When calculating times materials are accessible to children, which schedule should you use as 

your primary source of information, the planned schedule or the observed schedule? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is the observed schedule created?____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Calculating Substantial Portion of the Day 

1. Find out the operating hours for the facility. Include hours before or after classroom opening 
and closing if children are allowed to attend early or leave later. 

2. Ask for a copy of the schedule used in the classroom being observed, or copy the schedule 
if it is posted. 

3. Observe the classroom and create your own observed schedule that represents what has 
happened during your observation. 

4. Complete information about what happens the rest of the day using the information gained 
from the teacher interview. You may base your questions on the planned schedule. 

5. Use the last page of the score sheet to calculate how much time children had access to the 
required materials in each item where the term “substantial portion of the day” is used.  
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Calculating Substantial Portion of the Day Exercise One 

You will use the following two schedules to answer the questions for Calculating Substantial 
Portion of the Day Exercise One. 

The following schedules are for a child care center that operates from 7:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. You will need the information found in both the planned and observed schedule to answer 
the questions for this exercise. 

Planned Schedule  Observed Schedule 
7:30 
 

Arrival, free play in centers  7:30 Arrival, free play in centers (Art, 
Blocks, Books, Computer, 
Dramatic Play, Math, Science, 
Table Toys, Writing ) 

8:15 Morning Circle  8:05 Morning circle 
8:45 Music & Movement  8:55 Music & Movement 
9:00 Free play in centers  9:15 Free play in centers (Art, Blocks, 

Books, Computer, Dramatic Play, 
Math, Science, Table Toys, 
Writing ) 

10:10 Outside free play  10:05 Outside free play 
10:50 Wash hands/Snack  10:45 Come inside to wash hands 
11:10 Storytime  11:00 Morning snack 
11:30 Music & Movement  11:20 Storytime 
11:45 Free play in centers  11:40 Music & Movement 
12:15 Clean Up  11:50 Free play in centers (Art, Blocks, 

Books, Computer, Dramatic Play, 
Math, Science, Table Toys, 
Writing ) 

12:30 Dismissal  12:15 Clean Up 
   12:30 Dismissal 
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Calculating Substantial Portion of the Day Exercise Two 

You will use the following two schedules to answer the questions for Calculating Substantial 
Portion of the Day Exercise Two. 

The following schedules are for a child care center that operates from 6:30 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. 
You will need the information found in both the planned and observed schedule to answer the 
questions for this exercise. 

During the teacher interview, the teacher states that they follow the planned schedule very 
closely from lunch until the center closes. 

Planned Schedule  Observed Schedule 
6:30 
 

Arrival, Breakfast, Centers 
(No Art or Sand/Water) 

 7:30 Children in Center Time (Blocks, 
Books, Computer, Dramatic Play, 
Math, Science, Table Toys, 
Writing ) 

8:00 Morning Circle  8:00 Morning circle 
8:30 Morning Centers (All Open)  8:50 Morning Centers (Art, Blocks, 

Books, Computer, Dramatic Play, 
Math, Sand, Science, Table 
Toys, Writing ) 

10:00 Outside Gross Motor  9:55 Clean Up 

11:00 Wash hands for Lunch  10:10 Outside free play 
11:15 Lunch  11:00 Wash hands for lunch 
11:45 Wash hands  11:15 Lunch 
12:00 Storytime    
12:20 Rest Time    
  2:15 Wake Up/Music & Movement    

2:30 Snack    
2:50 Outside Gross Motor    
3:45 Small Group Time (Math or 

Writing) 
   

4:15 Afternoon Center Time (All 
Open) 

   

5:30 Clean Up    
5:45 Outside Gross Motor     
6:30 Center Closes    
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Calculating Substantial Portion of the Day Exercise Three 

You will use the following two schedules to answer the questions for Calculating Substantial 
Portion of the Day Exercise Three. 

You will need the information found in both the observed schedule and the planned 
schedule/teacher report to answer the questions for this exercise. 

The observation lasts 4.5 hours (8:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.). Below is what was observed to be 
happening during that time. 

  8:30 Teacher arrives and walks children to classroom 
  8:35 Gather for Circle Time: Pledge of Allegiance, calendar, color, shape, and letter 

identification, weather chart, songs, story 
  9:10 Children choose among many centers (Art, Books, Dramatic Play, Science, Fine 

Motor, Math, Water Table, Blocks) 

10:05 Clean up and wash hands 

10:15 Sit at tables and eat snack, wait for everyone to finish 

10:30 Children line up to go outside, some use restroom while others wait 

10:40 Walk to play yard on ground level, stopping to ensure children stay in line 

10:45 Sit and wait while teacher goes over outdoor behavior rules 

10:50 Outdoor free play, gross motor equipment only 

11:15 Line up to go inside to classroom; wait for stragglers 

11:25 Walk to classroom, stopping to make sure all children walk in a quiet, straight line 

11:30 Line up to use bathroom, wash hands for lunch 

11:55 Lunch 

12:30 Walk to classroom, stopping for some to use bathroom 

12:45 Nap/Rest Time 

 

You will need to use the information found on the next page as well to answer the questions for 
this exercise.  
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Here is what the teacher reported happens the rest of the time children are allowed in the 
center: 

7:00 
 

Children gather in cafeteria, have breakfast, use table toys (puzzles, some 
interlocking building toys) 

2:45 Get up, put away cots, wash hands 
3:00 Snack 
3:20 Music & Movement 
3:45 Line up to go outside; walk to playground 

3:50 Outside play 
4:30 Line up to go inside to classroom; walk inside 
4:40 Play with fine motor toys and books 
5:30 Program closed 
6:30 Center Closes 
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Additional Terms Used in the ECERS-R 

Some, Many, Varied 

What do the terms, “some, many, varied” mean in the ECERS-R?_______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the term “staff” mean in the ECERS-R?___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the term” weather permitting” mean in the ECERS-R?_______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Score Sheet 
 
On the following pages you will find segments of the Expanded Score Sheet for the ECERS-R. 
You will need these segments of the Score Sheet to complete the activities at the end of this 
chapter. Space has been provided below each item to record notes that may help in 
calculating the correct quality score for each item. To print a full copy of the Expanded Score 
Sheet, visit the ERSI website (www.ersi.info).  

Notes for Item 2: _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes for Item 18: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes for Item 28: ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


