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Dear Thinkers,

Language has played an important role in shaping the idea of Nationalism in this country. It is one of the many as-
pects that contribute to our diversity. The Constitution of India recognises 22 languages, the States have recognised
31 and other than these we have 880 languages still in use in our country!! The period of struggle for independence
saw the country getting united by one language called Hindi. It did succeed till we got independence but the ques-
tion of national language has plagued our country since then!! Though we have grudgingly accepted Hindi as our
official language, we do not have a national language even after 70 years. The three-language formula of 1956
seemed to create a formal equality between Hindi and the other Indian languages to promote emotional integration.
But the implementation lacked the spirit. Added to this is a new but complex situation where, in the 21* century we
have English emerging as the ‘link’ language of this country!! In this context there appears to be another conflict
due to which Hindi becomes the language of the disinherited masses and English a language of the elite and a sym-
bol of the upwardly mobile Indian!

However, we see a concerted effort by many literary organisations like Sahitya Akademi, both at the State and the
Centre, and many initiatives by the Government such as the National Translation Mission which are playing an ac-
tive role of bridging the gaps by way of promoting translation of literature of all Indian Languages. This has high-
lighted the fact that if different languages reflect the divisions that exist in this country, it is literature which brings
the hearts closer due to the sentiments and sensibilities which it echoes, irrespective of the

language it may be expressed in!! Hence, this issue of Thinklet is especially dedicated Inside the Issue

to research work in languages and literature in our University.
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GUIDE’S COLUMN
STRATEGIZING TEACHING

Heads languidly tossed on the desk, their exasperated decry on an overshot teaching session, irreverent exits
and entries into and out of class rooms on fabricated official reasons, inertia, boredom. This symbolizes a cross
section of the class room that supposedly ‘prepares’ students for life. (I am kind of sure that this reflection has
universal appraisal across and is not specific to the concerned place of discussion). Yet another perplexing rhe-
torical question that crossed my path, debated on, not just in the form of TELI conferences but every teacher’s
dilemma is this... Who is to be blamed? The teacher? The student? Teaching strategies? The prescriptive dic-
tates of a fossil like system that we cling on to? Attendance and other not so academic vices that make teach-
ing- learning experience so mundane that it loses its appeal forever? These are questions hard to grapple with,
harder to negotiate. It could draw forth thousand lame excuses in justification.

If not any of the above mentioned possibilities that induce boredom it seems to me that it is worth revisiting at

least one: teaching- learning strategies in an English class room.

To make a ‘hand full of them’ respond in a class room is close to laborious. The intellectual gargling that
seems fascinating to the teacher ‘full of sound and fury’ leaves the student not only dumfounded but makes the
act of teaching a useless exercise. Having engaged closely with histories and writings I have been on guard
against intellectual gargling. However state candidly that such indulgences are irresistible. The teacher quite
effortlessly slips into the politicking act of weaving magic through rhetoric that leaves the listener transfixed;
awe inspired but is nevertheless worthless. The students acting as recipients of such revelations are startled,
confused and manipulated into conformity through coercive strategies. Shouldn’t there be reversal of roles?
Shouldn’t prescribed classrooms and text books be overhauled, defined assessments and examination crumble
down, shouldn’t clichéd parameters that force to conform and not educate be cast off?

In contradiction to the English teacher haranguing students in a lecture hall, my attention was drawn off late to
aesthetic teaching strategies that had larger appeal, Poetry: the performance of it, Ted talks, dolls: they speak ,
sketches, skits, flash mobs out of prescribed texts and confined class rooms. Such participatory models break
down the monotony of prescribed teaching —learning environment. It has to be stated quite emphatically that a
draconian system of sorts does not make allowances for learning effortlessly. The suggested participatory
model is not about power but democratizes the student’s presence viz-a -viz the creator, the maker, the omnis-
cient reservoir of knowledge, the TEACHER.

Dr. Sreedevi Santhosh
Doctoral Guide and Assistant Professor in English at Jain University
Email:sreedevi0l 10@gmail.com

Page 2


mailto:sreedevi0110@gmail.com

¥ e— Newsletter: A Dialogue Platform for Doctoral Scholars of Jain University Volume 2, Issue 12, December 2016

SOTIT ‘TWToSToT 303" ab Jew), BBoLNY ToB IO, Tea
&3 BOIeYIob BBTeIBY ;WD BT BFAHTOF Bc) YT ‘B omTe0 303 'adw 2,00 Womp 5. BIBBY Seey Wpdw wedrt
BTOSBIONYRY, B SHBIYN Ve BP0 TBIT Soow BIPS *WB3,T.
BZeITI0MYY ST ©FITHowd BOMESTINDS D3, FFITT), B<) B 3ealeDITTO BSAW. B 852IBY WAS 2wotd I
DIST* »T3BDO
Do ADTD B, Doz doh 3
3,03I3B0 Dper
DB aho Serdredobho Sve[S0]..(2,16)
BeBINYD DoBORB Tord wBIBNLT FaITN WFBY Twe wabRPDHTIT. HoreN 83T BoFrvde BAwZeSomd AZAD
ORDTD 2B,A08 SeBIBaRY, SBRUINFIN. 2D SFB FE. FIB Fowd3d B3O VDS B IFW 3Bah TII Bedewe[So]
oaig(d)z:i) RVoTITBED TBDT VHB, B BOF, 0. BRTEWT WRORPRE B T W FENYY SDUID Q0w Heve0BTIR. BRI
Borie Bhwrd[S0] BBAW WB, d0rd FeLbISabe BRTD WB,N0T 2083, ARZ,RTTN WDTD SedTreBabD, Torte 2B,
BERADRD 20TNBE. D Fwew B Tord FVomBET LVFB,B BOR,TEITO B30T B33, WSTRR BBV BN Bhew[wo]
Q0T VBT BBBR0BY  WB,N0T D0V WBE WHIT. VT WB,N0T SeBToSaY, BBRYD doweN  IB0HT FOIB Fh3
BrHZE Borie ©83e3 AeedEarerhBE. RBTY BN FTYRTp SHDY.
BTe3T0NYY DO ©BSCZeBT BUIHoSTTIY, B) UDPrTUIBY BN, BpSededBodeN DFTodRDY) FeSIWTT
DFBODS Be30eSBY BT, SIS ETST0DT  F0BFAENSDHE DotV BFHIT. 8 JoBIBY B FeOIIF[IR, ¥BOOS
B e36),e BT, Be3r AT
B0 600 Fe30,eRT B S LeNT.
QTR 39 0Bo DG
doto IBSPEERe B 3doso
0B BI3e3F FIVD
Boto TR B,e30,eB D@0 l14,6ll
8 BB B 30,88 IO I BraordBod ovEe FedmoNfZow dedabd SerSdd. D, BLIBVANY 5903 @) VYD JodedeoN
ABS. 838 WoBS U080 OB I Byodeert B ForeIrd, BN BRodIVY. WoBR BB FopesreeN Vb 58, JodedeoN
ANPYBY. BoBW BT FoTPEE H00BTNY BDBISDY B, ROBLBTIBT T DTT YNHB,B B0R,060 dWBEBADBE. A
3) B3 30T FoPFAIITVBTE  TONATBD. VB, Wo[F]S B oBo’ wod Hed BORTe Fed3eod) B Bed)

BrDPEFDN BI0d 8308, FPTBDMHBE. 0B déméﬁdja QT T8BeZ ATCHANHIBT.
8 Dedad BOH,TeB JoST Bdodh BB3ab3, FeTBZHHZ WoGS UWD TSR LTI, DB, Foo3dwIBmeN FreDER) Do T2,
ITEIEIE .

Abstract of the article:
‘Dashaavathaara charithe’ by Mallarasa ( 17" century poet) is a Champu kavya. The article aims at pointing
out few discrepancies observed in the published work and suggesting suitable corrections while maintaining
the meter. In the second chapter, poem 16, the text implies that the asura stole both Vedamathe and Brahma.
The suggested correction implies that the asura stole vedamathe from Brahma. In the fourth chapter, poem 6
describes ShwethaDweepa. In this the poet has highlighted the white colour. But the phrase ‘chandana belpin-
dam’ will not support the context. The suggested correction chan[dra]na belpindam, effectively justifies the

context.

Article and Abstract written by:
Jayashree N
Doctoral Scholar in Kannada, Jain University
Email: jshree9@gmail.com

Page 3


mailto:jshree9@gmail.com

. y e— Newsletter: A Dialogue Platform for Doctoral Scholars of Jain University Volume 2, Issue 12, December 2016

Comparison Between Ancient Vimanas And Modern Aircrafts

Study of ancient texts on vimanas gives us a clear idea on definition of the aircraft, pilot, aerial routes, food, clothing, metals, mirrors and
their uses in wars, varieties of machinery, planes like ‘Mantrik’, ‘Tantrik’ and ‘Kritak’, details about four planes in the ‘Kritak’ category —
Shakuna, Sundara, Rukma and Tripura Vimana.Besides Maharishi Bharadwaja, great sages like Gautama, Shounaka, Vashista, Agastya,
Atri, Narayana, Lallacharya and many other have made in depth contribution to the field of aviation technology.At whatever point we
attempt to look at the air ships depicted in Maharshi Bharadwaja's Vymanika Shastra in comparison with modern cutting edge flying ma-
chines we can discover part of similitudes in the components of ancient vimanas and advanced aircrafts. Vymanika shastra depicts around
32 mystery elements of the flying machines which a pilot would be prepared on. Each of those mystery components of aircraft is compa-
rable with the propelled elements of the advanced aircrafts. A couple of them are as per the following.

Antaraala: A propelled climate cautioning framework to help the pilot. This is analogues to climate cautioning radar as a flight security
gadget.

Goodha: This concept is like the idea of disguising airplane from foe's vision. The idea which . )
was advanced in military avionics in later part of twentieth century is depicted in Maharshi Bha- craft is comparable with the
radwaja's Vymanika Shastra. propelled elements ofthe ad-
Drishya: This could be a concept of creating mirage of vimana as a decoy.This obviously sug-
gests use in course of vimana performing strategic and tactical roles to mislead enemy’s air and
ground attacks.

Roopakarshana: This could be the concept of obtaining view of actions inside an enemy plane. Clearly this looks like a counter measure
concept in reconnaissance / surveillance role.

Parashabda Graahaka: This mainly explains the Usage of the sound sensing yantra, to intercept intra crew communications from enemy
aircraft.

Similarly there are many other secret features like Adrishya, Paroksha, Aparoksha, Sankocha, Vistrita, Viroopa Karana, Suroopa,
Jyothirbhaava, Tamomaya, Pralaya, Vimukha, Taara, Mahaashabda Vimohana, Langhana, Saarpa Gamana, Chaapala, Sarvatomukha,
Kriyagrahana, Dikpradarshana, Akaashaakaara, Jaladaroopa,Stabhdaka and Karshana. All these features are in many ways omparable
with the features of advanced aircrafts.

The mystery components of air-

vanced aircrafts

Shruthi Ranganathan
Doctoral Scholar in Sanskrit, Jain University
E mail:shruthi ranganathan@yahoo.com

Fictionalising Climate Change — Writers’ Onus

The writers are often caught up in the dilemma of whether they should write for their sheer narrative pleasure or for the betterment of the
society. The idiosyncrasy of the writer when supported by the democracy of writing gives ample room for the creation of art for its own
sake or art for the betterment of the world. Nevertheless, the pertinent question that lingers is —how can a writer be callous to the life
threatening changes brought about by the unethical human intervention on the planet? Under the predicament, when the world at large is
grappling with global warming and the resulting extinction of a wide variety of species, Umberto Eco’s words echo louder than ever be-
fore — “we have to recognise the evidences through which the world speaks to us like a great

book”. The signs such as drought, flash flood and rise in the sea level, ocean acidification, extinc-  “ye hgve to recognise the

tion of flora and fauna and increase in mosquito-spread diseases are quite apparent today. evidences through which
Yet, many Nero’s are playing only for the transient bliss of the privileged few. Therefore, the the world speaks to us like
planet is burning and the lives of the marginalised communities and animals and plants are at stake.
Now, the new genre of climate fiction has emerged recently as one of the ways to mitigate the im-
pending global crisis. Examples for cli-fi are — Steven Amsterdam’s Things We Didn’t See Coming,
Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behaviour and Ambikasuthan Mangad’s Neeraliyan. In these works, the literary-scientific images have been
employed to subvert the utilitarian mind-set of the consumer citizens who are drowned in the fantasy of globalisation. They underscore the
necessity of adhering to an environmental philosophy and an overall change in the attitude towards non-human environment. There is no
doubt that the narrative evidences of this kind will make an impactful intervention in the ongoing political and economic debates on the
causes and effects of global warming.

a great book”

Yamuna UV
MPhil Scholar in English, Jain University

Email:yamunashivakumar97@gmail com
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Dr. Rashmi Tanuja
Doctoral Supervisor in Hindi, Jain University
Email: rashmitanuja@gmail.com

Abstract of the article:

The author illustrates how women’s role and position in society has always been defined by men, and that has not been in a positive
light. This portrayal has been carried out in the same way in literature as well. Women have never defined themselves, nor have felt the
need to do it. New age opportunities and knowledge have given a platform to women to express themselves. Though sadly enough,
women’s literature from the women’s perspective have not been given the place it deserves either. However, this genre is expanding,
and the endless struggles of women, now form the content of women’s writings and literature.

Editors

Research - Curious and Curious-er!

Research is quite an abstract term if we were to define it philosophically. Ever since our stepping into the world of knowledge acquisi-

tion by choice, we have been closely acquainted with research. We might not have used the word in exact, but we have broadened our

horizons of learning through curiosity. Inevitably we have shifted our priorities from revelations to reason. Here's an interesting joke
to substantiate my previous point:

The journey of re- A man stumbles into a deep well and plummets a hundred feet before grasping a spindly root, stopping his
search enables a re-  fall. His grip grows weaker and weaker, and in his desperation he cries out, "Is there anybody up there?"
searcher to firstly ques- He looks up, and all he can see is a circle of sky. Suddenly, the clouds part and a beam of bright light
tion all the universal shines down on him. A deep voice thunders, "I, the Lord, am here. Let go of the root, and I will save you."

The man thinks for a moment and then yells, "Is there anybody else up there?"

Hanging by a root has a tendency to tip the scales toward reason. The journey of research enables a re-
searcher to firstly question all the universal truth claims. This is the attitude that a formal research degree
aims to inculcate in researchers. We must therefore be at the edge of the cliff, and our arguments must be framed based on thorough
groundings, for research is but a form of knowledge that enhances further learning.

truth claims.

Suhasini B. Srihari
M. Phil Scholar in English, Jain University
Email — bssuhasinil8@gmail.com
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Sonia Rathi
Doctoral Scholar in Hindi, Jain University
Email:soniarathi22 1 2@hotmail.com
Abstract of the article:

Through this article, the author provides an insight into the lives of non-resident Indians, and the diaspora. She elaborates on the vari-
ous situations in which an Indian would travel to different countries and eventually settle there. However, it is not easy to begin a new
life in a different country, and the struggles and loneliness faced by such families, especially Indians are heartbreaking. The first gen-
eration which travels abroad, encounters a cultural shock, getting accustomed to the new ways of life and adapting to the lifestyle,
while always reminiscing the homeland. But for the subsequent generations who have been born and brought up in the new country,
their parents’ country becomes only a tourist spot, with very little cultural connection.

Editors
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Fictional Literature of Karoti Srinivasarao

Short stories have a special place in the modern Kannada Literature. Short stories are the first form of prose which is the replica
of the reality of life. It is vase and varied in the contemporary literature and apart from that in the words of Giraddi Govindaraju, “it de-
picts the reality of life in an array of expression, specially it has gained momentum in the post Independent Indian Literature”. Several
poets such as Masti, Panje Mangesharaya, M.N. Kamataru, later Keruru Vasudevacharya, Ta Ra Su, Kadgondlu Shankara Bhatta, Ya-
shavantha Chittalaru, S.L. Bhyrappa, Galaganatha created a literature based on stories. Poet Karoti Srinivasarao also belong to this era
and he has involved himself in multiple activities there by integrating minute details of emotions, inner feelings of common folk in his
writings.

He has set an example to bring out the cultural expression in his works such as ‘Jaya Bhuvara’, ‘Midigeshi Nagireddy’,
‘Iravathi’, “Veerasiruma’, ‘Veeragini’, ‘Koneya Horata’, ‘Lipi Jogi’, ‘Ketumara Kala’. Apart from these he has brought out the Social
issues in several works such as ‘Ketumara Kala’, ‘Kurudanige Kannu Banthu’, ‘Domba Heggade’, ‘Samagana’, ‘Mrutyu Koopa’,
‘Sanchiya Honni’, ‘Rani Rudrambe’, ‘Guru Krupe’, ‘Nandu Rayana Baduku’ and ‘Diwana Kande Raya’.

Regional language grew to a great extent by the influence of the local languages in the fields of literature, dance, music and
architecture. This gave rise to the Vachanas, Dasa Sahitya and Keertanas in the form of Literature in the 12th Century. ‘Ketumara Kala’
and ‘Sanchiya Honni’ are some of the examples which exhibit the influence of local language. Only history can completely describe the
culture of a place or country. Stories such as ‘Ketumara Kala’, ‘Sanchiya Honni’, ‘Kurudanige Kannu Banthu’, ‘Mrutyu Koopa,” ‘Lipi
Jogi’, “‘Mouna Gante’, ‘Magana Tinda Maharaja Durga’ and some more works of Karoti Srinivasarao expresses it beautifully.

Written and Translated by:

Santhosh Kumar R M

Doctoral Scholar in Kannada, Jain University
Email:rmkumarl3982@gmail. com
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In Conversation with the Experts

In this section we bring you an interview with an eminent researcher. This month’s expert is Dr. G. S. D. Babu
who is the Director of M. P. Birla Institute of Fundamental Research. Dr Babu became one amongst the first ever
Indian astronomers to have set foot on the icy continent of Antarctica for carrying out a unique solar astronomy
programme from the permanent Indian station called Maitri. Dr. Babu participated in the month-long expedition
to the island country of Mauritius for the photometric observations of the Supernova 1987A4 as the leader of the
expedition team in 1988.

In your initial days as a student, what triggered your interest towards research?

Just like any youngster, I also had a fascination for the stars, planets and the sky in general. And I used to dream about flying and being
close to stars. Then as the time passed on some unprecedented turn of events and a fortunate twist in destiny brought me to enter the
portals of the famous Osmania University to take up my post-graduate studies in Astronomy. That was the beginning. That led me to an
astronomical observatory in Nainital perched in the foothills of Himalayas where the sky was beautifully blue and clear. There I found
myself standing under the telescope observing the stars in a freezing cold night with an open sky above my head and collecting the data
through the specialized instruments attached to the telescope. Once the data was in my hands, the next obvious step was to analyze the
data and get some results. The findings were made into a paper which was accepted for publication in an international journal. The flow
continued and the stars kept on providing me with more and more publications. It has been a fantastic and thoroughly enjoyable journey
for me in my quest for understanding the stars in whatever miniscule level I could. Finally, I must say that those beautiful stars in the sky
have always given me a sense of joy, calmness and peace. If you are able to reach out to the stars to find what they are, you get a feeling
of a delightful achievement.

Please tell us about your experience and learnings during the expedition to Antarctica.

I had the fortunate opportunity of getting included as a member of the 9™ Indian Scientific Expedition to the icy continent of Antarctica
as one of the three-member team of Indian Astronomers. The expedition was conducted during the summer months of Antarctica in No-
vember, December, January and February of 1989-90. Our task was to make observations of the Sun continuously without the break
caused by the night. Such a situation is possible only in the Polar Regions during the summer months of the respective regions. The en-
tire concept of the project was a result of a long term planning and the time window for the observations was so chosen that the period of
the solar cycle would have least number of sunspots. Our target was the undisturbed part of the sun’s disc where we could see the varia-
tions of the super-granular structures. For this, we had to install a specially designed solar telescope in the rugged terrain of Antarctica
near the Indian permanent station ‘Maitri’. The required observations were then made by the three astronomers who took turns to keep
up with the unbroken observation sequence of the Sun. The Sun was above the horizon for almost 45 days as seen from the Maitri sta-
tion during the period of our expedition, out of which we could get nearly 100 hours of totally clear sky conditions for making the obser-
vations. That much data was good enough for our analysis purposes. This was the first time that such an experiment was being carried
out. The temperatures used to vary drastically from -5° C to -40° C with a few occasions when it got to the + side. However, all of us
were fairly acclimatized and could handle the variations with adequate precautions. There were some other expedition tasks which we
had to carry out as members of the team. We had only a Russian station and a small German station nearby. Otherwise, we were totally
isolated. There were several do’s and don’ts and any deviation from that would be quite hazardous. Strict discipline was required. We
had the pre-Antarctica training in the high altitudes of Himalayas where we got to know about snow craft, cautions to be taken on icy
surface, survival techniques in isolation and so on. However, even then, we lost four of the members due to Carbon Monoxide gas. The
entire expedition lasted for about 125 days from the time we sailed off from the port of Goa including the sailing duration of about 2
months.

In your opinion, do young researchers in your field today face more challenges or opportunities?

Well, there are many opportunities but are also filled with challenges. First thing is the avenues and the establishments for carrying out
research in the field of Astronomy and Astrophysics in India are somewhat limited. On the other hand, in the international level, it is
much more open. Then, with the technological advancements of today, the kind of problems that one can take up for research have be-
come quite complex. 50 years ago, our generation had very simple and straight forward topics to work for, like using simple instruments
to observe the stars that could go up to some limited faintness. Now, the earth based telescopes having very large mirrors as well as the
space telescopes are capable of looking for really very faint objects. That would make way for enormous amount of downloadable data.
That could make the young researcher face many complex problems which could be very challenging.
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Where would you place India in the Global arena of research in Astro Physics?

With the amount of data that is available from anywhere on the globe, one can carry on with the research programmes if you have a
good knowledge of the present day computer techniques. However, in the context of India, due to the limited employability opp ortu-
nities for a researcher in this field, the impact is not that visible. This arises from the situation that though there are some, in fact very
few, good organizations / institutions in India for conducting research work in Astronomy and Astrophysics, the intake by such insti-
tutions becomes necessarily limited. So, the interested researchers will look for other greener pastures elsewhere in the world. How-
ever, | must say that there have been and are presently also, some excellent Astronomers and Astrophysicists in India who put India
at a fairly high level in the global arena.

Given your vast experience, what advice would you like to give young researchers of today?

Whatever research topic or problem you are picking up, go after it in a focused manner. The trick is to gain as much background
knowledge as possible before you actually tackle the problem. And you should have an interest in the chosen field and you should be
able to enjoy working in it. In case of Astronomy or Astrophysics, you should have sufficient training in the subject of Physics added
with a good knowledge of Mathematics and Chemistry. These days, some proficiency in computer related techniques is a must. Get-
ting into a Ph.D. programme would actually make it much better. Anyway, the foremost requirement for a researcher is an aptitude
for research, without which you will not be able to progress at all.
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