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Today, you will read the poem “The Human Seasons” and analyze the audio recording of 

“Sonnet 5.” As you read the text and listen to the audio, you will gather information and 

answer questions about the similarities and differences in these poems so you can write 

an essay. 

Listen to the audio recording of Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 5.” Then answer the questions. 

Sonnet V [64 seconds] from THE SONNETS (AUDIO) by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE and PERFORMED BY SIR JOHN GIELGUD. Copyright 

© 1996 HarperCollins Publishers. Used by permission of HarperCollins Publishers. 

Read the poem “The Human Seasons.” Then answer the questions. 

The Human Seasons 

by John Keats 

Four Seasons fill the measure of the year; 

There are four seasons in the mind of man: 

He has his lusty Spring, when fancy clear 

Takes in all beauty with an easy span: 

5 He has his Summer, when luxuriously 

Spring’s honied cud of youthful thought he loves 

To ruminate, and by such dreaming high 

Is nearest unto heaven: quiet coves 

His soul has in its Autumn, when his wings 

10 He furleth close; contented so to look 

On mists in idleness—to let fair things 

Pass by unheeded as a threshold brook. 

He has his Winter too of pale misfeature, 

Or else he would forego his mortal nature. 
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A1 

Score Point 4 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 1 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 4 

 
The student response demonstrates full comprehension of ideas. Even though 

Shakespeare doesn’t seem to be discussed as thoroughly as Keats, the 

student is still able to succinctly demonstrate a full understanding of this 
poem as well. Insightful and accurate analysis (At this point all that will be 

done in life has been done and everything is winding down to come to an end 
and all that is left to do is contemplate life’s previous incidents) is supported 

with relevant textual evidence (Autumn is when the exciting incidents of 
youth in summer come to an end and “his wings/he furleth close”). The 

response eloquently addresses the prompt and demonstrates effective and 
comprehensive development. Development is bolstered by an effective 

comparison of both poems together in the conclusion. The response is well 
organized and clear.  The use of a single body paragraph on each poet 

followed by a comparison in the final paragraph aids in bringing it all 
together. Precise and vivid word selections (shrivels, observatory, 

contemplate) and purposeful sentence variety establish and maintain a style 
that is highly effective.  
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A2 

Score Point 4 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 2 
 

Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 
 

Score Point 4 
 

The response demonstrates full comprehension of these sonnets. It 
accurately analyzes Keats’ seasons, each in turn, by first providing textual 

evidence, then, by paraphrasing the text, and contextualizing the season 
within the human lifespan. While this response does not present Sonnet 5 as 

a metaphor for aging, this reading may not be obvious without knowledge of 

Sonnet 6 or other acquaintance with Shakespeare’s treatment of this topic. 
The response accurately transcribes portions of the poem in a recount of the 

major ideas, and then insightfully identifies Shakespeare’s 
anthropomorphization of time, and his characterization of time’s role in a 

conflict between Summer and Winter. Summer is incorrectly identified as 
“never resting;” however, this slight lapse does not significantly detract from 

the response. The response fully addresses the response and provides 
effective and comprehensive development that is consistently appropriate to 

the task. An introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion provide a 
pattern of organization that effectively anchors thorough, cohesive 

development of a topic (the effect of time in accordance with the natural 
seasons) that addresses the prompt. Each body paragraph develops this 

claim in more depth by providing a synopsis of the poem that shows changes 
in the human mind [Keats] and the seasons [Shakespeare] over time. 

Effective conclusions for the body paragraphs not only summarize, but also 

further the progression of ideas by explaining the relevance of the text-based 
support to the opening claim. The concluding paragraph serves as a précis of 

the entire response. The response establishes and maintains an effective 
style with its skillful incorporation of specific quotations from the poems, and 

its use of the distancing passive voice, both of which attend to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline. 
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A3 

Score Point 3 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 3 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 3 

 
The student response demonstrates comprehension of the ideas presented in 

the passages by providing a mostly accurate analysis on how each poet 

structures their poems (In this poem he takes the seasons and describes 
them like the mind of man) and supports the analysis with quotes from the 

poem. Although Keats poem is thoroughly explored, the analysis on 
Shakespeare’s poem is very broad comparatively and prevents this response 

from reaching full comprehension. Mostly effective development occurs on 
the main claim in the second to last paragraph (Both of these poems are 

using seasons to show the up’s and down’s of life). A brief introduction and 
conclusion are present, and ample transitional phrases aid in demonstrating 

mostly clear and coherent writing. A few careful word choices (smooth, 
child’s lullaby) and a nice variety of sentence lengths and sentence types 

establishes and maintains a mostly effective style. 
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A4 

Score Point 3 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 4 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 3 

 
The student response to the prompt demonstrates comprehension of the 

ideas in the two poems by providing a mostly accurate analysis on how the 

structure of each poem affects the meaning (Keats basically lists what mood 
the mind of man feels during the wach of the seasons [and] Shakespeare 

addresses on the beauty that remains on earth while the seasons pass) and 
supports the analysis with details from the poems. The response addresses 

the prompt and provides mostly effective development of the claim. The 
depth of the development on the Keats poem is more comprehensive than 

the development on Shakespeare. The response also leaves a claim at the 
end of the response unsupported. The response demonstrates mostly clear 

organization with logical groupings of ideas; one poet at a time, then 
compares the two poets’ in the last three sentences. Transitional phrases 

help keep the response coherent. A few vivid and precise word choices 
(elaborate, imagery, fanciful) and purposeful inclusion of sentences with 

different lengths and structures aid in establishing and maintaining a style 
that is mostly effective.  
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A5 

Score Point 2 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 5 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 2 

 
The response demonstrates basic comprehension with basic textual evidence 

and generally accurate analysis. The second paragraph’s remarks on “diction 

and tone” do nothing to aid the analysis. The third paragraph, however, 
accurately outlines and briefly explains explicit, if not inferential, ideas from 

Keats’ poem. The response provides some development of a claim (Both 
poets illustrate the beauty of changes in their poems. However, they both 

utilize a different structure in each poem, which has an impact on the overall 
message) that addresses the prompt, and uses some reasoning (To portray 

this, he uses the personification of seasons, relaying each to a different stage 
of life). Basic text-based support is present (Spring, represents the beginning 

of his youthful journey). A brief introduction, two paragraphs of body, the 
first discussing Shakespeare and the second discussing Keats, and a 

conclusion statement as the final sentence offer some organization that is 
somewhat coherent. Word choices are mostly non-specific and there is some 

variety in sentence structures indicative of a style that is only somewhat 
effective.  
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Score Point 2 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 6 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 2 

 
The student response demonstrates basic comprehension of the ideas 

presented in the passages. The response includes text-based evidence 

followed up by generally accurate analysis (He is using the seasons, such as 
winter, to show how nature can reflect someone’s life and that their beauty’s 

not always going to be there [and] I believe the author is showing how a 
person’s life can be described by nature to show how beauty can change). 

The response addresses the prompt and provides some development of the 
claims made (In “The Human Seasons,” the author, John Keats, structures 

his poem to develop the topics of the passage of time and the natural 
seasons by giving the seasons man-like features [and] In Shakespeare’s 

“Sonnet 5,” the author Shakespeare, structures his peom to develop the 
topics of the passage of time and the natural seasons by describing changes 

of an individual’s beauty through nature). Two paragraphs, one for each 
poet, demonstrates some organization. Although there are a few simple 

transitions, the paragraphs are disconnected which demonstrates writing that 
is only somewhat coherent. Word choices are mostly non-specific, but 

appropriate aiding in establishing a style that is somewhat effective. 
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Score Point 1 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 7 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 1 

 
The student response addresses the prompt and demonstrates limited 

comprehension by providing minimally accurate analysis in the form of a 

simple comparison of the two poems (Where as Shakespeare’s Sonnet goes 
on about the remnance on how beauty still lives in a man even after he dies). 

The simple analysis is supported by limited textual evidence (It starts with a 
glorious spring then to a beautiful summer, but as autumn and winter come 

the soul becomes tired and weary). There is minimal development evident 
that is limited in its appropriateness to the task. Limited organization is 

apparent by the logical sequencing of ideas and a few transitional phrases 
and provides minimal coherence. The style is minimally effective at best 

utilizing generic word choices. 
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A8 

Score Point 1 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 8 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 1 

 
The response demonstrates limited comprehension of the ideas presented in 

the two poems by providing a minimally accurate analysis (Both Shakespeare 

and Keats give way to the overall meaning of the passing of seasons and how 
one transitions to the next) supported by limited textual evidence (Spring 

and the livliness and beauty of it [and] Keats lists each of the four seasons in 
his poem). The prompt is addressed and provides minimal development of 

the topic of how the two poems talk about the seasons. Reasoning is limited. 
The single paragraph essay offers limited organization and coherence. 

Transitional phrases (Both, In, finally) are present and improve clarity, as 
well. Overall, the generic word choices and lack of sentence variety results in 

a style that is only minimally effective. 
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A9 

Score Point 0 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 9 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 0 

 
The response demonstrates no comprehension. At one point (the other guy 

talked about how it was comparabl to the live of a human) a glimmer of 

understanding is discernable, but the subsequent discussion (the human life 
is short and seasons go on forever and forever) obscures this possible 

dawning of comprehension. The rest of the response meanders through the 
student’s thoughts on the seasons, but fails to offer textual evidence or 

analysis. There is no demonstration of development of a topic that addresses 
the prompt remotely. The rambling nature of the response provides no 

cohesion or discernible pattern of organization. The style is inappropriate to 
the task at hand. 
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A10 

Score Point 0 
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Annotation 

Anchor Paper 10 

 
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression 

 
Score Point 0 

 
The response offers no evidence of comprehension. At no point is any 

content from either poem addressed or analyzed. Instead, it offers a tangent 

about the need for a “personal connection” to the poems and then continues 
with a brief personal statement that confesses they didn’t understand 

Shakespeare as well. Even though the opening statement begins to address 
the prompt (Shakespeare structures his poem by age and season of weather 

as does Keats), none of the remainder of the response provides 
development. The response is both inappropriate the task and undeveloped. 
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P101 - P105 
 

No Annotations Included 
 

 

                           
 

© 2019 CCSSO, LLC



P101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 2019 CCSSO, LLC



P102 
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P103 
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P104
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P105  
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Practice Set 

 
(Order of Scores: Reading Comprehension and Written Expression, Conventions) 

 

Paper Score 

P101 3,3 

P102 4,3 

P103 2,1 

P104 0,0 

P105 1,1 
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