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Jazz Methods Final: Elementary General Music (4
th

 Grade) 

Unit Overview  

- Lesson 1: What is Jazz? 

- Lesson 2: The Sounds of Jazz  

- Lesson 3: Learning through the Duke  

- Lesson 4: A Jazz Talk Show 

- Lesson 5: 12 Bar Blues 

- Lesson 6: Improvisation  

Unit Rationale  

The study of jazz music is beneficial to students of all ages, but especially to elementary students. 

Young musicians are eager and curious to create music themselves. Teaching jazz allows students the 

opportunity to explore improvisation and embrace their creativity. Jazz music is a unique genre with sounds and 

instrumental techniques that are definitive of the musical style. The stylistic and distinctive sounds of jazz are 

important for young musicians to experience in order for their musical experience to be well-rounded. Not only 

does the study of jazz mold students into well-rounded musicians, but it gives students the opportunity to make 

connections between important historical events and the music that was created to reflect those historical events. 

Characteristics of jazz music, like syncopated rhythms, swing patterns, and blues, are essential to a student’s 

musical growth and understanding.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Plan 1: What is Jazz?       Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- Students will identify and understand important concepts of jazz history through class discussion with 

80% accuracy.  

- Students will describe the importance of jazz in the history of the United States through class discussion 

with 80% accuracy.  

- Students will sing a jazz song with accurate pitch, rhythm, and style with 80% accuracy.  

Materials Needed:  

- Worksheet 

- Good Mornin’ Blues music  

- Visual representation of graphics, videos, etc. 

- Smartboard 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will sit on chairs facing the 

Smartboard 

  

  

Creating 

- 4.3CE: Listen, identify and respond to music of different composers and world 

cultures. 

- 4.6CE: Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate 

vocabulary. 

Performance  

- 4. 1PR Sing a varied repertoire with accurate rhythm and pitch and expressive 

qualities individually and with others 

- 4.4PR: Sing, move and respond to music from world cultures and different 

composers. 

Reflection 

- 4.1RE: Explain how the elements and subject matter of music connect with 

disciplines outside the arts. 

 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. Teacher will lead an interactive lecture where students will learn a brief history of jazz and its historical 

importance.  
2. A worksheet will be given to students to read and the teacher will lead a class discussion on the material covered 

in the worksheet to clarify an additional details regarding jazz history.  
3. Videos, pictures, and other media will be utilized in conjunction with the worksheet to further explain the 

material.  
4. After explaining introductory jazz history material, the class will learn and sing “Good Mornin’ Blues” by 

Leadbelly and will utilize this piece throughout other parts of the unit. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Lesson Plan 1: What is Jazz?       Grade: 4  
 

Assessment:  
- Students’ will complete an exit slip at the end of class that will assess their 

knowledge gained in class on jazz history.  

- Students’ knowledge on this activity will also be assessed through observation 

and anecdotal notes of classroom participation and performance.  
  
  

Modifications:  
- Physical disabilities- students can verbally complete the bottom portion of the worksheet 

- Visual Impairments- students will receive larger print materials and will sit closer to the smartboard to view 

additional media 

- Learning disabilities- provide supplementary materials to further explain the 12 Bar Blues (recordings, written 

explanations, visuals, etc.)     
  
  

Vocabulary  

- Jazz 

- Abolish 

- Prohibition 

- Segregation 

- Vaudeville  

 

  



  



Lesson Plan 2: The Sounds of Jazz        Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- Students will identify instruments played in a jazz band with 83% accuracy on a given worksheet 

through active listening.  

- Students will recognize and describe instrument characteristics in relation to jazz music with 83% 

accuracy on a given worksheet.  

- Students will identify prominent jazz musicians associated with the reviewed instruments  with 100%  

through active listening.    

Materials Needed:  

- Worksheet 

- Recordings 

- Smartboard 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will sit on chairs facing the 

Smartboard 

  

  

Creating 

- 4.2CE: Describe the way sound is produced by various instruments and the 

human voice 

- 4.3CE: Listen, identify and respond to music of different composers and world 

cultures. 

- 4.6CE: Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate 

vocabulary. 

 

Reflection 

- 4.1RE: Explain how the elements and subject matter of music connect with 

disciplines outside the arts. 

 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. Students will explore the sounds of the primary instruments used in jazz performance through listening 

examples.  

2. The characteristics of each instrument (trumpet, trombone, alto saxophone, piano, string bass, and drum 

set) will be explained with listening examples to accompany each instrument.  

3. The listening examples will also introduce students to prominent jazz musicians associated with each 

instrument. 

4. Complete listening guide worksheet 

 

Recordings/Performer: 

- Trumpet- Louis Armstrong, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyLjbMBpGDA  

- Trombone- Slide Hampton, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwML9g7upjg    

- Alto Saxophone- John Coltrane, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r594pxUjcz4  

- Piano- Art Tatum, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Cs_zb4q14  

- String Bass- Paul Chambers, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMkFEeS1wJU  

- Drum Set- Mel Lewis, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RO-LoinkYpY  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyLjbMBpGDA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwML9g7upjg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r594pxUjcz4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Cs_zb4q14
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMkFEeS1wJU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RO-LoinkYpY


 

Lesson Plan 2: The Sounds of Jazz        Grade: 4  
 

Assessment:  
- Students will complete a guided listening worksheet as their assessment. The 

worksheet will contain matching and fill-in-the-blank questions.   
  

  

Modifications:  
- Physical disabilities- students can verbally complete the worksheet 

- Visual Impairments- students will receive larger print materials and will sit closer to the smartboard to view 

additional media 

- Learning disabilities- provide supplementary materials to further explain the instruments (pictures, recordings, 

written explanations, visuals, etc.)     
  
  
  
  

Vocabulary  

- Trumpet 

- Alto Saxophone 

- Trombone 

- Piano 

- String Bass 

- Drum Set 

- Slide Hampton 

- John Coltrane 

- Art Tatum 

- Louis Armstrong 

- Mel Lewis 

- Paul Chambers 

 

  



The Sounds of Jazz Worksheet 

After each listening example, identify which instrument is being featured. Each instrument will only be featured 

once. Refer to the word bank for help.  

   

 

 

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Match the following performers with their instrument by drawing a line to connect them.    

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trumpet                                   Alto Saxophone                             String Bass 

Trombone                                       Piano                                       Drum Set 

 

 

Slide Hampton 

 

John Coltrane 

 

Art Tatum 

 

Louis Armstrong 

 

Mel Lewis 

 

Paul Chambers 

 

 

Piano 

 

Trumpet 

 

String Bass 

 

Saxophone 

 

Trombone 

 

Drum Set 

 



Lesson Plan 3: Learning Through the Duke      Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- The students will describe the life of Duke Ellington and his contributions to the field of jazz with 95% 

accuracy through active participation. 

- The students will create an original poem using a variety of popular vocabulary from the 1920s with 

90% accuracy according to given requirements. 

Materials Needed:  

- Computer with internet access 

- Paper 

- Pencils 

- Smartboard 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will sit on chairs facing the 

Smartboard 

  

  

Creating 

- 4. 2CE: Describe the way sound is produced by various instruments and the 

human voice 

- 4. 3CE: Listen, identify and respond to music of different composers and world 

cultures. 

- 4.4CE: Discuss the lives and times of composers from various historical 

periods. 

Reflection 

- 4.1RE: Explain how the elements and subject matter of music connect with 

disciplines outside the arts. 

- 4. 2RE Describe the connection between emotion and music in selected musical 

works. 
 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. Choose an audio feature to play for students from Duke Ellington's biography page on the Ken Burns's Jazz Web 

site. When all students have arrived, ask the students to describe what they were listening to. Accepting all ideas, 

record their responses on a chart. 

2. Add the following words to the chart: hot-buttered, sassy, cool, slick-steppin, Daddy-O, fine-as-pie, ivory eighty-

eights, press on the pearlies, cats and ace. A short list of expressions is on 

http://www.virginiamusicflash.com/cab.htm.  

3. Ask the students to explain what they think the words on the chart have in common by suggesting a title for the 

chart. 

4. After the students have categorized the words, ask if they would like to add any more. 

5. Explain the meanings of the words listed in item #2. 

6. Have the students play with the words by stringing them together into interesting combinations and sharing. For 

example, they might say something like, cool...flashy...Daddy-O. Emphasize the value of playing with the sounds 

of the words. 

7. Ask students to take out a piece of paper and write down their ten favorite word strings/combinations. 

8. Play a selection by Duke Ellington as background music as you ask the students to describe what they are hearing 

using their word strings/combinations to create a poem. Tell them they may create new combinations as they 

write if they need to, combinations can be repeated, and they may write any number of combinations. 

9. Allow the students to share their poems. 

http://www.pbs.org/cgi-bin/kids/kidsbridge.cgi?context=jazzkids_learningthroughtheduke
http://www.pbs.org/cgi-bin/kids/kidsbridge.cgi?context=jazzkids_learning_duke


10. Lead a follow-up discussion about the word combinations selected by the students and how they relate to the 

music. 

 

Assessment:  
- Students will write a poem using jazz vocabulary.  

- Students will complete a self-evaluation at the end of the lesson.  
  

  

Modifications:  
- Physical disabilities- students can verbally come up with a poem and then can be written down by a classmate 

- Visual Impairments- students will receive larger print materials 

- Learning disabilities- provide supplementary materials with more jazz related terms and definitions  
  
  
  
  

Vocabulary  

- (Words on expressions list) 

 

 

 

 

*Adapted from PBS Kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Self-evaluation: Learning Through the Duke 

1. I learned about the music of Duke Ellington. 

 

a lot    some    a little    not very much    not at all 

 

2. I used my time well during the Duke Ellington activities. 

 

a lot    some    a little    not very much    not at all 

 

3. My poem effectively captures the feeling of jazz. 

 

a lot    some    a little    not very much    not at all 

 

4. If I could change one thing about the work I did in the Duke Ellington lesson it would be:  

 

 

 

 

 

5. I am especially happy and proud of:   



Lesson Plan 4: A Jazz Talk Show       Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- Students will identify and respond to music of different jazz composers with 83% on a given rubric.  

- Students will discuss the lives and times of composers from jazz through the completion of a verbal 

classroom presentation.  

- Students will explain the elements of music used in a specific jazz musician’s music during a verbal 

classroom presentation with 83% accuracy.  

Materials Needed:  

- Rubric 

- Musician research  

- Paper 

- Pencils 

- Computers if students need  more resources 

- Books if students need more resources 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will be in groups situated around the 

music room.  

  

  

Creating 

- 4.3CE: Listen, identify and respond to music of different composers and world 

cultures.  

- 4.4CE: Discuss the lives and times of composers from various historical 

periods.  

- 4.6CE: Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate 

vocabulary.  

- 4.7CE: Describe the roles of musicians in various music settings.  

Reflection 

- 4.1RE: Explain how the elements and subject matter of music connect with 

disciplines outside the arts. 

 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. Students will be divided into groups and assigned a prominent jazz musician to interview. (John Coltrane, Charles 

Mingus, Etta James, Charlie Parker, Thelonius Monk) 
2. One student in the group act as the musician and the other group members will be the interviewers.  
3. Students will do a little research to become familiar with the social and historical events that were present during 

the lives of these musicians. (They will use the knowledge gained in Lesson 3 from the sounds of jazz and the 

music of the artists to aid them with this activity.)  
4. This activity will culminate in the production of a news/talk show created and performed by the students 

highlighting the lives of these musical figures. The interviewers are to create 3-5 questions that are important to 

understanding the life of the musician and the “musician” should be able to answer the questions.  

 

 

 

*Adapted from PBS Kids 

 

 

 



Lesson Plan 4: A Jazz Talk Show     Grade: 4  
 

Assessment:  
- Students should have completed all assignments and actively participated in all 

discussions. 

- Teacher assessment of student's knowledge on various musical figures through 

observation and anecdotal notes of performance in relation to a project rubric. 

- Student evaluation of project: 

o Was enough information shared about the musician during the interview? 

If not, what else should have been included? 

o What were the strong points in the presentation? Weak points? 

o Suggest on area that could be improved and how you would do it? 

o What was the most outstanding/interesting thing you learned during this 

process?  
  
  
  

Modifications:  
- Visual Impairments- students will receive larger print materials  

- Learning disabilities- students will be provided with group members that will assist in their learning and 

understanding of the material 

  
  
  

Vocabulary  

- Historical event 

- Social event 

 

 

 

  



 



  



 



  



  



Talk Show Rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              



Lesson Plan 5: 12 Bar Blues       Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- Students will play 12 Bar Blues Progression on Boomwhackers with 100% classroom participation.  

- Students will sing, move, and respond to jazz music with 100% classroom participation.  

- Students will explain jazz blues form using appropriate music vocabulary with 85% accuracy through a 

given worksheet.  

Materials Needed:  

- Boomwhackers 

- Visual representation of graphics 

- Smartboard 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will sit on carpet facing the 

Smartboard 

- Chairs are moved to the sides of the classroom.  

  

Creating 

- 4.5CE: Identify and respond to basic music forms (e.g., AABA and rondo).  

Performance  

- 4.3PR: Play a variety of classroom instruments with proper technique. 

- 4.4PR: Sing, move and respond to music from world cultures and different 

composers. 
 

Reflection 

- 4.3RE: Explain classification of musical instruments, voices, composers and 

forms using appropriate music vocabulary. 
 

 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. We start by counting the boxes in the first graphic and discuss that each box represents one "bar" or measure in 

music.  The black hashes represent the 4 beats in each measure.   

2. Discuss roman numerals and what I, IV, and V mean in roman numerals (1, 4, and 5).  We practice saying the 

chord numbers as we pat the beat for each bar (1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1,1, 4, 4, 4, 4, etc). 

3. Then discuss that each Roman numeral represents a chord in music.  We define chords as 3 or more notes played 

at the same time and that each chord has different notes in it and each chord sounds unique.   

4. The graphic is colored with Boomwhacker colors.  Students will play the chords using the corresponding 

Boomwhacters. We will then build each chord - only the students who have the corresponding color can play in 

each chord. 

5.  Play the 12-Bar Blues Progression with the song we sung earlier (like "Good Mornin' Blues") as we sing along.  

The Boomwhackers play 4 sounds per bar when their color appears.  

 

 

 



Lesson Plan 5: 12 Bar Blues       Grade: 4  
 

Assessment:  
- Students’ knowledge on this activity will be assessed through anecdotal notes of 

classroom participation and performance 

- Students will complete given worksheet as part of their assessment.   
  
  
  
  
  

Modifications:  
- Physical disabilities- allow students to use alternate classroom instruments that suit their needs 

- Visual Impairments- allow students to remain on the same Boomwhacker chord to avoid confusion with the 

pattern 

- Learning disabilities- provide supplementary materials to further explain the 12 Bar Blues (recordings, written 

explanations, visuals, etc.)     
  
  
  
  

Vocabulary  

- 12 Bar Blues 

- Chord 

- Measure 

- Roman numeral 

 

 

*Adapted from learnmemusic.com  



12 Bar Blues Worksheet 

 

Name:________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Write the 12 Bar Blues Progression in the space below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why is the 12 Bar Blues Progression important to jazz? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Only:  

 

 

 

  



Lesson Plan 6: Improvisation     Grade: 4  
  
Objectives:  

- Students will perform and improvise rhythm on classroom instruments with proper technique with 100% 

accuracy according to a given rubric.  

- Students will perform and improvise melodies on pitched classroom instruments with proper technique 

with 100% accuracy according to a given rubric.  

- Students will describe and critique their musical performance by answering questions on an exit slip.  

Materials Needed:  

- Classroom instruments (Orff instruments) 

 

Classroom Setup:  

- Students will sit in a circle behind classroom 

instruments.  

  

Creating 

- 4.6CE: Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate 

vocabulary.  

Performance  

- 4.3PR: Play a variety of classroom instruments with proper technique. 

- 4.5PR: Improvise and compose short compositions using a variety of classroom 

instruments and sound sources. 

- 4.6PR: Read, write and perform using sixteenth through whole note values 

including syncopated rhythms in 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 meter. 

Reflection 

- 4.6RE: Use constructive feedback to improve and refine musical performance 

and response. 

 

Step-by-Step Plan:  
 

1. Set-up an improvisation circle, by placing classroom percussion instruments (e.g., hand drum, triangle, two-tone 

woodblock, guiro, finger cymbals, and tambourine) in a circle on the floor.  
2. Students volunteer, or are chosen, to sit behind the instruments – one student to each instrument. Students are 

instructed that they can play the instrument in any way they choose provided that they do not damage the 

instrument or anybody else. 
3.  One person (initially the teacher but this role can be taken on by a student) is the conductor. The conductor 

moves around the circle tapping players on the shoulder to start them playing and tapping them again to stop 

them.  
4. Students can then volunteer to improvise on a pitched Orff instrument using the notes in the blues scale. This 

student will be improvising their melody on top of the rhythms being performed in the circle.    

 

 

 

 

*Adapted from Arts Online 

 

 

 



Lesson Plan 6: Improvisation    Grade: 4  
 

Assessment:  
- Students’ knowledge on this activity will be assessed through observation and 

anecdotal notes of classroom participation and performance. 

-  Students will be assessed on their ability to use correct technique when 

performing on the classroom instruments.  

- Lastly, students will elaborate on their improvisational experience through an exit 

slip to be completed at the end of the class period.   
  
  

Modifications:  
- Physical disabilities- students can perform on a classroom instruments that is easiest for them 

-Learning disabilities- students can complete the worksheet verbally  

   
  

Vocabulary  

- Improvisation 

 

 

  



Improvisation Exit Slip 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 

1. What did you learn about improvisation during class today? 

 

 

 

 

2. Did you enjoy your improvisation experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think jazz musicians use improvisation? 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Only:  


