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WELCOME TO THE 2018 FESTIVAL! 
 Celebrating our 10th year, we continue to create exciting opportunities for 

our participants. On advice of our advisory panel, and to acknowledge the 
addition of Speech Arts, we have updated our name to North York Music and 

Performing Arts Festival. Here are some highlights of the 2018 Festival: 

 NYMF is thrilled to announce that we are now collaborating with the 
Barbados Classical Music Festival. We have introduced a new class (SBARB) 

for string players. The objective of this class is to facilitate a cultural exchange 
of classical music between Barbadian and Canadian musicians. The selected 

winners will travel to Barbados from August 16 to 25, 2018, with master classes, 

entrance to concerts, accommodations and meals included. They will be paired 
with Barbadian students and undergo a series of intensive and fun-filled 

training workshops with the Director of Strings Education Dr. Conrad Chow. 

The program will conclude with a final concert held at Frank Collymore Hall, 

Barbados on the 25th of August 2018. 

 We are also excited to be continuing our partnership with the Peter de Grote 

Summer Academy and will again sponsor the winner of the Founder’s Award 

Class to study in the Netherlands for 10 days in the summer of 2018.  

 As in past years, we will collaborate with 2 orchestras to offer our 
participants numerous performing opportunities: The Greater Toronto 

Philharmonic Orchestra with Maestro David Fallis, and Milton Philharmonic 

and Cambridge Symphony Orchestras with Maestro Sabatino Vacca.  

 Taking the “guessing” out of Provincial Festival nominations was a great 

success last year, which we will continue by holding Provincial Qualifying 

classes in every instrument, as well as Provincial Concerto classes. 

 The recipient of the highest mark in the Age Achievement piano classes will 

receive a memorial scholarship established to honour the renowned piano 

pedagogue Marina Geringas who passed away last year. 

 At our annual Gala Concert & Awards Ceremony we will continue to offer 
personalized medals to those who receive one 1st place, and a personalized 

trophy to those who receive two or more 1st places. 2018 Gala will once again 

be held at the Yorkminster Park Baptist Church on Saturday, June 2 at 2 p.m. 

 We would like to extend a big thanks to our piano sponsor, Robert Lowrey 

Piano Experts, and are happy to once again offer our piano participants the 

highest calibre of pianos to perform on: Bősendorfer and Schimmel. 

 We extend our gratitude to all the volunteers who have generously given 

their time to the Festival in past years. To find out how you can be part of our 

amazing volunteer team please contact us at northyorkmusicfestival@yahoo.ca.  

 It is our mission to foster a sense of accomplishment and enjoyment of music 

and performing arts for the enrichment of our participants and the public. We 

look forward to hearing many wonderful performances at this year’s Festival!  

Ella Poret  

mailto:northyorkmusicfestival@yahoo.ca


 

2 

North York Music & Performing Arts Festival 
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www.northyorkmusicfestival.com 
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(416) 788-8553 

 

 
Ella Poret, NYMF Artistic Director and Founder 

 
Advisory Panel:       Peter Levitt                       Graham Savage 
Danielle Ryterband     Dr. Thomas Green           Carolynne Davy 
 
Adjudicators 2018 
 Jarred Dunn, Piano 
 Elaine Choi, Piano 
 Liz Craig, Piano  
 Dr. Michael Berkovsky, Piano 
 Jacqueline Ching-Ling Leung, Piano 
 Carolynne Davy, Voice & Choirs 
 Michael Faulkner, Voice  
 Sonia Klimasko, Strings 
 Hyung-Sun Paik, Strings & Ensembles 
 Henry Janzen, Strings 
 Bruce Redstone, Brass and Woodwinds 
 Patrick Feely, Guitar 
 Maestro Sabatino Vacca, Concerto Class I   
 David Fallis, Concerto Class II 
 TBA, Speech Arts 
 
Web Design:       Tyatt Leung 
  

Thank you to these supporters for generously contributing to NYMF: 
Ricker Choi Rita Mok JNR Clothing Inc.    
Luba Goy Esch Music Academy Adela Rodriguez 
Hope & David Lu 
Garik Gevorkian 

Dr. Eileen Lo 
Aimee & Tiffany Feler 

Sheila Vandikas 
Lori Cotton 

Graham Savage & Elise Orenstein       Attila Glatz Concert Productions                                 
 

Thank you to our volunteers for generously donating their time to NYMF: 
Gulmira Bagaliyeva, Elizabeth Basmanova, Jane Bridgeman, Winnie Chu, Anna 
Fillippova, Claire Geng, Hannah Greiner, Hope Gu, Irina Halpern, Grace Ho, 
Kathy Jia-Jones, Sophie Kim, Skylar Kim, Velma Ko, Lada Lagover, Jewele Lee, 
Xiaofang Li, David Lu, Norman Melamed, Raluca Milea, Rita Mok, Annie Odom, 
Halyna Popenko, Danielle Ryterband, Graham Savage, Ingrid Taheri, John 
Targett, Sonja Thomason, Josephine Vaccaro-Chang,  Ann Wai-Lau, Sean Wang, 
Jacqueline Yu, Terri Yu, Eric Zhang, Stella Zhang, TianXing Zhong, RiYuan 
Zhuang. 
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2017 AWARD WINNERS 
 

TROPHIES 

Founder’s Award                                                 Artem Kopylov 
Concerto/Orchestral Audition Finalists         Antoine Laporte, piano 
                                                                             Arielle Silverberg, violin 
                                                                             Evan Pyne, violin 
                                                                             J J Bui, piano 
    Tiffany Yeung, violin 
    
    

Duncan McDougall, violin 
Oleg Volkov, cello 

Robert Lowrey Schimmel Trophy Emily Wan 
Best Advanced Violinist  
Best Advanced Pianist 
Best Advanced Cellist 
Best Advanced Speech Arts 
    

Tiffany Yeung 
Anthony Vandikas 
Jake Lee 
Irene Foris 
Sarah Webster 

Best Senior Pianist 
Best Senior Cellist 
Best Senior Vocalist 
Best Senior Speech Arts 
Best Senior Guitarist 
Best Multi-Disciplines Performer 
Most Promising Pianist 
Marina Geringas Memorial  
Best Intermediate Speech Arts  
 
 
Best Intermediate Guitarist 
Best Intermediate Pianist 
Best Intermediate Violinist 
Best Intermediate Cellist 
Best Intermediate Vocalist 
Best Intermediate Woodwinds 

Jack (Jiaqi) Liu 
Alexis Kim 
Rayleigh Becker 
Leo Zhang 
Tobias Hobbins 
Marcus Chan 
Antian Jiang 
Yui Hei Lai 
Jason Fu 
Kurtis Ng 
Sky Yang 
Jet Le 
Matthew Alexandru Poru 
Tiffany Mok 
Jill Tzu-Chieh Liang 
Daniela Bauer 
Matthew Hartford 

Best Junior Violinist 
Best Junior Vocalist 
Best Junior Guitarist 
Best Junior Cellist 
Best Junior Woodwinds 
Best Junior Speech Arts 
 
High Notes Trophy 

Brian Chang 
Rasa Ghaedi 
Danyel S Abdul Ghaffar 
Michael K-Fisher 
Andre Gevorkian 
Lucas Xu 
Sophia Yang 
Phillip Krivor 

Best Student Composition Polina Chernik 
Best Disney Performance Veronica Chan 
Best Music Theatre Performance 
Best Popular Piano Performance 

Sophie Currie 
Michael Cheng 
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Best Piano Quick Study Lauren Gottleib 
Age Achievement Trophies  
                                              Age 7 and under Renee Chan, piano 

Ethan Cui, violin 

             Age 9 and under Amber Chow, piano 
Emrik Revermann, violin 
Ella Xu, cello 

                   Age 11 and under 
 
 

Age 13 and under 

Catherine Zhou, piano 
Ian Ye, violin 
Justin Lo, piano 
Grace Lau, violin 
Eugene Ye, cello 

                   Age 15 and under 
 

Age 17 and under 

Jacqueline Renee Yu, piano 
Duncan McDougall, violin 
Gregory Vandikas, piano 
Vanessa Seto, violin 

Best Grade 1 Piano Anika Schneiderman 
Best Grade 2 Piano Isla Lake-Bork 
Best Grade 3 Piano Angelina Xu 
Best Grade 4 Piano Mitsuko Fernandes 

Best Grade 5 Piano Max Haim 

Best Grade 6 Piano Johnny Tahhan 

Best Grade 7 Piano Erika Wai Lee 

Best Grade 8 Piano Aidan Leung 

Best Grade 9 Piano Nadia Scharnhorst 

Best Grade 10 Piano 

Best Grade 11 (ARCT) Piano 

Ryan Zhang 

Richard Yeh 
 

FIRST PLACE TROPHIES and 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

GUITAR 
Marco Simanic 
Ming Chang Tang 
 
STRINGS 
Athena Foo 
Lincoln Haggart-Ives 
Sean Ping 
 
VOICE 
Lauren Nathens 
Rayna Olive 
 
MULTI-DISCIPLINE 

Daniel Lagover 

Esther Chen 

Harrison Vandikas 

Marshal Wang 

Amy Sarjeant 
 
SPEECH ARTS 
Alicia Zhang 
Celina Fu 
Jin Zhou 
Sofiya Berzhanskaya 
 
PIANO 
Allyson Whitmell 
Daphne Jin 
Emily Luo 
Ken Chen 
Michelle Yu 



 

 

Nora Popescu 
Oscar Low 
Raphael Lau 
Richard Yang 
Tammy Ta 

Tsz-Wai Eunice Lau 
Vivid Ma 
William Zhu 
 

FIRST PLACE TROPHIES 

PIANO 
Ai Jia Zhang 
April Cai 
Cynthia Chung 
Jacob Xu 
Jarmin Weng 
Julia Wang 
Kairu Wang 
Linc Guo 
Lindsay Bui 
Melody Fung 
Nina Yu 
Pearly Then 
Quentin Fan-Chiang 
Shaya Koushan 
William Clarke 
Yunchang Zhu 
 

STRINGS 
Adam Taback 
Andrew Kwon 
Claire Wang 
Danielle Coman 
Michelle Zhengqi Zhao 
Ophir Strumpf 

 

VOICE 
Aleksandra Shevchuk 
Amelia Malik 
Amani Khan 
Sofya Fefelova 
Sergio Lube 
 
GUITAR 
Mabon Kroker 

MULTI-DISCIPLINE  

Aliza Boudarov 

Daniel Boudarov 

Polina Tulupnikova 

WOODWINDS 
Aaren Fung 
Jasmine Chiu 
Emily Wan 

MATURE PERFORMERS 

Sogol Saeidi 

Adrienne Gord 

Sonja Thomason 
 
SPEECH ARTS 
Adriana Li 
Anthea Lam 
Edward Wang 
Emma Zhou 
Hope Dewan 
Matthew Choy 
Matthew Lau 
Shanny Keilikhis 
Silin (Joy) Ye 
Valerie Chan 
Vishal Chopra 
Wesley Hoo 
Yilin Liao 
Zhixuan Zhang 
Irene Lam 
Luke Spiter

MEDALS 

 
PIANO JUNIOR 
Agnes Tin-Yan Li 
Alexandra Mui 
Allyssa Yuan 

Andrei Lao 
Antoinette Manoukian 
Bronwyn Michel 
Caleb Tin 
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Cheng Ze Liang 
Chester Lau 
Christian Leis 
Clementine Caravaggio 
Corina Corlaci 
Daniel Shum 
Dariya Kasparian 
Edmond Shen 
Ethan Yichen Liu 
Janice Wu 
Jim Ma 
Joyce Wu 
Kaitlyn Dean 
Kaylyn Zhang 
Kiran Schneiderman 
Leiya Jangam 
Louis Gottleib 
Michelle Chou 
Natalia Montesano 
Nicholas Kolada 
Noah Yuen 
Owen Sun 
Peter Poly 
Rachel Lai 
Robert Boutaev 
Rowan McGovern 
Serena Xu 
Soleil Chi 
Will Greenfield 
Yolanda Guo 
Yui Ching Lai 
 
PIANO INTERMEDIATE 
Aidan Lao 
Alexander Saini 
Ashlee Chan 
Autumn Shi 
Bela Farkas 
Brigitta Chan 
Cameron Doi 
Carly Jacobson 
Christina Zhang 
Curtis Cheng 
Diana Yang 
Eileen Lu 
Gregory Nicholas Delibas 
Jayden Chan 
Jayden Chan 
Jessie Jin 

Kaiden Leung   
Kira Gurnitska   
Lavanya Tayalan 
Matthew Dayian 
Matthew Zexuan Liu 
Megan Ho 
Natalie Then 
Rachel Yu 
Stanley Zhuang 
Suwa Park 
Sylvia Wong 
Tianyi Li 
Valarie Ko 
Yui Sum Lai 
Zoe Fan-Zhiang 
 
PIANO SENIOR 
Anson Sathaseevan 
Eric Tu 
Jennica Cai 
Jennifer Zheng 
Melody Fung 
Nicholas Ng 
Otto Popescu 
Ricardo Ferro 
Sandra Wang 
Veronica Chou 
Yi Wang 
 
PIANO ADVANCED 
Aaron Dou 
Christopher Choo 
Jackie Zhou 
Lauren Esch 
Olga Vilkova 
Yuan Yang 
 
STRINGS 
Alex Foo 
Ashley Ge 
Caillin-Jorja Regalado 
Casey Wong 
David Mok 
Hailey Chu 
Ian Fong 
Isabel Shen 
Katie Chan 
Lauren Tseng-Lau 
Michael Seto 
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Nathaniel Lo 
Nicholas Penagos-Juando 
Olivier Colin 
Robert Fielding 
Sanaz Lordfard 
Yosef Bensimon  

VOICE 
Celina Mekhail 
Chrishella Senadeera 
Daniella Radchenko 
Eric Reznikov 
Gloria Zhang 
Hailey Jeong 
Isaac Chan 
Jacquelline Chang 
Mia Perelchtein 
Michael Boutsan 
Moyukh Syeed 
Nikita Lezgishvilli 
Rada Zinchuk 
Shriyans Dash 
Soohyun Park 
Timur Lezgishvilli 

WOODWINDS and BRASS 
Alexis Mah 
Chloe Tsang 
Eleanor Lena 
Elora Chung 
Farhan Saber 
Glen Hung 
Linus Chen 
Vincent Ho 

 
 GUITAR 
Jeremy Liu 
Omisha Batta 
 
MATURE PERFORMERS 
Tegan Ridge 
Karen Schucher 
Khrystyna Skira 
Tamara Bazarova 
 
SPEECH ARTS 
Aaron Liu 
Abirami Ilavajadi 
Adam Sade 

Alizeh Karim 
Amos Kan 
Andrew Shin 
Bella Sun 
Caden Wang 
Catherine Ren 
Christina Sun 
Daniel Zhou 
Deo Feng 
Eason Chen 
Emily Jing 
Emily Xu 
Eno Ma 
Enzo Chen 
Ethan Fung 
Ethan Lok-Yee So 
Ethan Wang 
Gabriella Reininger 
Gordon Wong 
Helen Lin 
Janice Duong 
Jeffrey Kwong 
Jerry Lin 
Jia Bin Marco Li 
Joanne Kwong 
Joyce He 
Justin Xing 
Kaitlyn Ho 
Kathy Wang 
Kayley Yiu 
Kyle Jones 
Leon Liu 
Lesley Ke 
Lillian Wanjing Hou 
Mark Botelho 
Mathis Tai 
Matt Fong 
Meera Chopra 
Michelle Shang 
Milena Shang 
Rachael Zhou 
Ryan Wang 
Ryleigh Mo 
Sabrina Dewan 
Si Hui Amber Li 
Sophie Sun 
Sunny Han Yue Yang 
Timothy Zhang 
Tony Zhu 
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Victor Duong 
Victoria Li 

Vivian Wu 

Yunkai Kevin Shi 

YuTing Pan
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