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Elvis Presley and Contemporary Events

1930 1940 1980197019601950

Elizabeth II 
became queen of 

England 
after her father 
George VI died.

Martin Luther 
King, the civil 

rights 
leader was shot 
and killed by 
a gunman in 
Memphis,

In the UK the Race 
Relations Act makes 

it illegal to 
discriminate against 
anybody because of 
their race or colour

“Mystery 
Train” reached 
No 1 in the 
country 

music charts.

“Hound Dog”/Don’t 
Be Cruel” became 
a number 1 hit 

record and stayed 
there for ten 

weeks.

Elvis 
married 

Priscilla Beaulieu at 
the Alldin Hotel in Las 

Vegas. Their 
daughter Lisa was 
born one year later.

Sort the Clues! Find out the dates!
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Elvis Presley and Contemporary Events

Developed by Steve Cooke and subsequently tweaked by several colleagues. This is a clues activity to sort out a sequence 
of significant events (with a UK bias) since WW2. It is designed for groups of four to work together. There is a question 
sheet for individuals to fill in after or maybe during the groupwork if there is a need for a written outcome. 

You might be interested in developing similar activities on other events or also there may be colleagues in the US who 
might like to produce a US version. There are already several examples on line on the website. 
Notes: there is a timeline and a set of cards which the clues help you to place. Cards need to be cut up. The timeline 
needs to be enlarged to A3. We have provided a teacher’s crib to save desperate searches for dates of events.
The webaddress for this activity is:

http://www.collaborativelearning.org/elvis.pdf

Last updated 10th May 2014

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING PROJECT
Project Director: Stuart Scott
We support a network of teaching professionals throughout the European Union to promote inclusive education. We develop and disseminate accessible talk-for-learning activities in all subject areas and for all ages.
17, Barford Street, Islington, London N1 0QB UK   Phone: 0044 (0)20 7226 8885 
Website: http://www.collaborativelearning.org
 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF BASIC PRINCIPLES BEHIND OUR TEACHING ACTIVITIES:

The project is a teacher network, and a non-profit making educational trust.  Our main aim is to develop and disseminate classroom tested examples of effective group strategies that promote talk across all phases and subjects. We hope they will inspire you to develop and use similar 
strategies in other topics and curriculum areas. We want to encourage you to change them and adapt them to your classroom and students.  We run teacher workshops, swapshops and conferences throughout the European Union.  The project posts online many activities in all subject 
areas. An online newsletter is also updated regularly.

*These activities are influenced by current thinking about the role of language in learning. They are designed to help children learn through talk and active learning in small groups. They work best in non selective classes where children in need of language or learning support are 
integrated. They are well suited for the development of speaking and listening .  They provide teachers opportunities for assessment of speaking and listening.

*They  support differentiation by placing a high value on what children can offer to each other on a particular topic, and also give children the chance to respect each other’s views and formulate shared opinions which they can disseminate to peers.  By helping them to take ideas and  
abstract concepts, discuss, paraphrase and move them about physically, they help to develop thinking skills.

*They give children the opportunity to participate in their own words and language in their own time without pressure. Many activities can be tried out in pupils’ first languages and afterwards in English. A growing number of activities are available in more than one language, not 
translated, but mixed, so that you may need more than one language to complete the activity.

*They encourage study skills in context, and should therefore be used with a range of appropriate information books which are preferably within reach in the classroom.

*They are generally adaptable over a wide age range because children can bring their own knowledge to an activity and refer to books at an appropriate level. The activities work like catalysts.

*All project activities were planned and developed by teachers working together, and the main reason they are disseminated is to encourage teachers to work more effectively with each other inside and outside the classroom.  They have made it possible for mainstream and language 
and learning support teachers to share an equal role in curriculum delivery.  They should be adapted to local conditions.  In order to help us keep pace with curriculum changes, please send any new or revised activities back to the project, so that we can add them to our lists of 
materials.
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Britain 
declared 
war on 
Hitler’s 
Germany. 
This was 
the 
beginning of 
World War 
2

World War 
2 ended. US 
dropped two 
atom bombs 
on Japan.

A Russian 
man, Yuri 
Gagarin,  
became the 
first 
person to fly 
in space. He 
flew round 
the Earth in 
a spaceship 
called 
“Vostok”.

Elizabeth 
II became 
queen of 
England 
after her 
father 
George VI 
died.

India and 
Pakistan 
became 
independent 
countries. 
Gandhi was 
assassinated 
by a 
gunman.

The first 
men landed 
on the 
Moon. They 
were Neil 
Armstrong 
and Buzz 
Aldrin.

Martin 
Luther King, 
the civil 
rights 
leader was 
shot and 
killed by a 
gunman in 
Memphis,
Tennessee

The US 
president, 
John 
Kennedy 
was shot 
and killed 
by a gunman 
in Dallas, 
Texas.

Margaret 
Thatcher 
became the 
first woman 
prime 
minister of 
Britain.

In the UK 
the Race 
Relations 
Act makes 
it illegal to 
discriminate 
against 
anybody 
because of 
their race or 
colour

Elvis, Scotty 
Moore 
(guitar) and 
Bill Black 
(bass) 
recorded 
the song 
‘That’s All 
Right”

Elvis made 
his first 
demo 
record “My 
Happiness” 
at Sun 
Records in 
Memphis.

‘Are you 
Lonesome 
Tonight’ 
stayed at 
No 1 in the 
chart for 
four weeks.

Elvis Aaron 
Presley 
was born 
at 12.20pm 
in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. 
His twin 
brother, 
Jesse, died 
at birth

Elvis got his 
first guitar on 
his 11th 
birthday. It 
cost $12.75. 
His family
moved to 
Memphis, 
Tennessee, 
two years 
later.

“Mystery 
Train” 
reached 
No 1 in the 
country 
music 
charts.

“Hound 
Dog”/Don’t 
Be Cruel” 
became a 
number 1 
hit record 
and stayed 
there for 
ten weeks.

Elvis 
married 
Priscilla 
Beaulieu at 
the Alldin 
Hotel in Las 
Vegas. Their 
daughter 
Lisa was 
born one 
year later.

Elvis had 
to join the 
US army. 
He stayed 
in the army 
for two 
years.

Elvis died of 
heart failure 
at his 
Graceland 
mansion. He 
and his wife 
Priscilla had 
divorced four 
years earlier.
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Elvis Presley and Contemporary Events:: aide memoire
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The first men 
landed on the 
Moon. They 
were Neil 

Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin.

Martin Luther 
King, the civil 
rights leader 
was shot and 
killed by a 
gunman in 
Memphis,
Tennessee.

The US 
president, 

John Kennedy 
was shot and 
killed by a 
gunman in 

Dallas, Texas.

Margaret 
Thatcher 

became the 
first woman 

prime 
minister of 

Britain.

In the UK the 
Race Relations 

Act makes 
it illegal to 
discriminate 

against anybody 
because of their 
race or colour.

‘Are you 
Lonesome 

Tonight’ stayed 
at No 1 in the 
chart for four 

weeks.

“Hound Dog”/
Don’t Be Cruel” 

became a 
number 1 hit 
record and 

stayed there 
for ten weeks.

Elvis married 
Priscilla Beaulieu 

at the Alldin 
Hotel in Las 
Vegas. Their 
daughter Lisa 
was born one 
year later.

Elvis had to 
join the US 
army. He 

stayed in the 
army for two 

years.

Elvis died of 
heart failure at 
his Graceland 

mansion. He and 
his wife Priscilla 
had divorced four 

years earlier.
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Clue Sheet 1

Britain declared war on Germany, four 
years after Elvis was born.

The United States dropped two atom 
bombs on Japan three years before 

India and Pakistan became independent 
countries.

Elvis got his first guitar in 1946.

Elvis got his first guitar the year after 
the Second World War ended.

“Are You Lonesome Tonight” was number 
one in the chart, the year after Elvis left 

the Army.

Clue Sheet 2

Elvis recorded his first demo record in the 
same year as Elizabeth II became Queen 

of England.

“Mystery Train” was number one in the 
country music chart two years after he 

recorded his first demo record.

Elizabeth became Queen of England ten 
years before John Kennedy was 

assassinated.

President John Kennedy was shot and 
killed in 1963.

Elvis recorded ‘That’s All Right’ eight years 
after he got his first guitar.
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Clue Sheet 3

Elvis got married four years after John 
Kennedy was killed.

Yuri Gagarin was the first man in space 
four years before Elvis got married.

The first men landed on the Moon eight 
years before Elvis died.

‘Hound Dog’ became a number one hit two 
years before he joined the US Army.

Elvis left the US Army in 1960.

Clue Sheet 4

Martin Luther King was killed the year 
before the first men landed on the Moon.

The Race Relations Act was made law three 
years before Margaret Thatcher became 

Prime minister of Britain.

Margaret Thatcher became Prime minister 
two years after Elvis died.

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin landed on 
the Moon in 1969.

Elvis was born in 1935.


