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ENGINEERING OFFICER, LCDR W. L. HOOVER

The men of the engineering department are responsible for the opera-
tion, upkeep, and repair of all the ship’s machinery. Under LCDR William
Hoover the officers and men form a well organized and efficient outfit.
Five divisions operate under engineering . . . the ‘"Able’’ Division . . .
ouxiliary machinery, refrigeration, and dozens of other tasks . . . ""Baker”
Division . . . the boilers . . . fuel oil and water. ""Mike” Division . . .
the main engines and generators. "“Easy” Division . . . repair and main-
tenance of the myriad electrical equipment. “‘Roger’” . . . damage control

the carpenters, pipefitters and sheetmetal workers.
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OPERATIONS

THE SHIP'S NERVOUS SYSTEM

The men of operations are the collectors, evaluators, and disseminators
of vital information. Under CDR Charles J. Beers the four divisions
form the nerves of the Des Moines. Men of the “Ol’’ Division man the
Radars of CIC, plotting and evaluating all information; “OS’" Division per-
sonnel are responsible for the visual communications . . . Semaphore, Flag
Hoists, and Flashing Light. Guarding the many necessary frequencies anc
transmitting by radio; in general, keeping us in touch with the rest of the
world, are the bluejackets of the “OR’* Division. The electronic repairmen
of the “OE” Division have the tremendous task of keeping our complex
Electronics Systems in top-notch condition.
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