
SALEM WITCH TRIALS
English 334: American Literature

"The Trial of George Jacobs, August 5, 1692." By T. H. Matteson, 1855

Thursday, July 29, 2010



PURITAN BACKGROUND

Puritans came to the New World for religious freedom

Puritans were Calvinists in belief: God was in charge 
of the Universe

Salvation is solely within the power of God

Those who would be saved are called elect

Once elected by God, it is forever
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WHAT HAPPENED?

Puritan religious society became unstable

Churches began to relax membership and Lord’s 
Supper requirements

Puritans began actively looking for signs of witchcraft, 
which, in Salem, Mass., led to the Salem Witch Trials in 
1692
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WHY?

Massachusetts Bay Charter revoked

Colony without a government--unstable
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In order to attempt to make sense out of the affliction, certain procedures were followed. 
First, determine if the affliction is illness. If so, then affliction is of the natural world and 
the patient is not guilty. If the patient is faking, then the affliction is fraud and is also of 
the natural world. If the patient is possessed, then the patient is guilty of some sin that 
caused the possession and is guilty. Finally, if none of the other three categories applies, 
then the patient must be the recipient of obsession, in which the patient is a victim of 
witchcraft.  
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CHRONOLOGY
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A B I G A I L  W I L L I A M S  V. 
G E O .  J A C O B S ,  S R . 

1 0  M AY  1 6 9 2
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AFTERMATH

The Witch Trials Memorial was dedicated by Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel in August 1992 as part of the 
Salem Witch Trials TerCentenary.

The Memorial consists of 20 granite benches 
cantilevered from a low stone wall surrounding an 
area adjoining the Old Burying Point. The benches 
are inscribed with the name of the accused and the 
means and date of execution.
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SALEM MEMORIAL
“Oh Lord help me...I am no witch”
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