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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction
This syllabus covers the learning and teaching of
English Language from Grade 3 to Grade 7, taking
into account the importance of English as a tool for
communication, cultural, political, religious, social
and economic development. It seeks to utilise
Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) to enhance the teaching and learning of the
English Language.  The syllabus seeks to prepare
learners to use English in studying other learning
areas across the curriculum while also offering
opportunities for lifelong learning. The syllabus
promotes the use of the Communicative and
Functional approaches to the teaching and learning
of English Language.

1.2 Rationale
This syllabus encourages the use of learner centred
and interactive activities that enable learners to
develop and understand linguistic concepts and
their usage in everyday life.  As a medium of
instruction, the English Language assists in the
teaching and learning of other learning areas
across the curriculum.  Being a global language it
offers learners an opportunity to communicate in a
wider spectrum. 
The study of the English Language will enhance
teamwork in learners and the development of skills
in:
l Problem solving
l Critical thinking
l Decision making
l Conflict resolution
l Leadership
l Self-management
l Communication
l Technology and innovation
l Entrepreneurship 

1.3 Summary of Content
The English Language syllabus emphasises the
learning and teaching of the four basic skills and

their sub-skills, namely: listening, speaking, reading
and writing as well as other literacy and numeracy
skills.  The teaching and learning of visual, manual
and tactile skills is emphasised in order to
accommodate learners with diverse learning needs. 

1.4 Assumptions
The learning and teaching of English assumes the
following:
l learners have been exposed to English

Language
l learners are motivated to learn the English

Language
l skills acquired by learners in L1 (if not English)

can be transferred to the learning of English as
an L2

l all learners are capable of learning English
Language

1.5 Cross-Cutting Themes  
In teaching and learning English Language, the
following cross-cutting themes should be taken into
consideration:
l Gender
l Children’s Rights and responsibilities
l Child Protection
l Disaster Risk Management
l Financial Literacy
l Sexuality, HIV and AIDS Education
l Heritage Studies
l Collaboration
l Environmental Issues

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE
SYLLABUS
The English Junior syllabus is presented in a single
document covering Grade 3 to Grade 7
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3.0 AIMS
The syllabus should enable learners to:

3.1 develop the four basic skills namely: listening,
speaking, reading and writing in the English
Language with emphasis on visual, manual and
tactile skills

3.2 express themselves freely in a variety of situations
that involve the use of functional English

3.3 cultivate an appreciation of the use of English
Language as a tool for cultural, political, religious,
social and environmental development

3.4 prepare for present and future studies in the English
Language and other learning areas

3.5 develop an appreciation of the English Language
as a means of wider communication

3.6 promote a reading and creative writing culture using
the English Language

3.7 promote the use of ICTs in the learning of the
English Language

3.8 develop basic skills of analysing literary works

3.9   develop communicative competence in the English
Language

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of the junior school level learners should
be able to:

4.1 listen attentively for effective communication

4.2 speak fluently/sign proficiently for effective
communication

4.3 read a variety of English texts for fluency and
comprehension

4.4 write accurately in English

4.5 listen to/observe and understand texts or any form
of communication in English

4.6 use writing conventions correctly

4.7  use the English language for communication in
different situations

4.8 express themselves in a correct and appropriate
manner

4.9 utilise ICTs in aspects of listening, speaking,
reading and writing 

4.10 use non-verbal cues to express themselves 

4.11 write a variety of creative texts

4.12 comment meaningfully on texts read to develop
skills such as critical thinking, problem solving,
team building and tolerance

4.13 use appropriate language in both written and
spoken discourse in line with our cultural values      

5.0 METHODOLOGY 
5.1 Suggested Methodology 
In using this syllabus, the Functional,
Communicative and Multi-Sensory Approaches
as well as principles of individualisation,
concreteness, totality and wholeness are
recommended, operating within the spiral
framework.  Using these approaches,
language forms and structures are taught by
using them in various contexts rather than as
isolated forms. 
All activities and methods should be
participatory and learner centred starting from
simple to complex.

The following methods are recommended:

l Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
l Demonstration
l Debate and Discussion
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l Individual and group presentations
l Drama
l Role play/ Imitation and Simulation/Miming
l Poem recitation
l Educational tours/Excursions 
l E-Learning
l Case study
l Animation
l Situational language teaching/learning
l Individual Learning Programmes (ILPs)
l Diorama
l Models/Resource persons

The suggested methods above should be
enhanced by the application of orthodidactic
principles and multi-sensory approaches to
teaching. These include tactile, concreteness,
individualization, self-activity, totality and
wholeness. Teachers are also encouraged to
address learner’s compensatory senses during
teaching.  

5.2 Time Allocation
For effective teaching of English the following
time allocation is recommended:

Grade 3 to 7: 9 periods of 30 minutes per
week

6.0 TOPICS/SKILLS
The learning and teaching of the English
Language will focus on the following skills:

l Listening/Observing
l Speaking/Signing
l Reading/Signing
l Writing/ Brailing
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

 

(
(

(
(
(

(
( ! ! ! ! !,
-
.
,
/0
1!
!

!
-
2
3/
,
14
5/
6!

7&
$#
8&
#9
!9
:;
<=
%!
>&
!$
>=
&!

?;
@!

,
-
.
1/
.
1!
AB
8;
C
=&
%D
&E
!

6F
G==
9!
$8
%!
H
??G
?<
%&
9I
!

6J
"
"
/6
1/
K
!7
/H
L
.
4.
"
!

H
,
14
54
14
/6
!H
.
K
!.
-
1/
6!

6J
"
"
/6
1/
K
!

L
/6
-
J
L
,
/6
!

7-
.
"
!H
.
K
!6
M
-
L
1!

5-
N
/7
!6
-
J
.
K
6!

!

•!
('
%*
'$
57
'%
2!
0
#-
(%
!0
'*2
!

&#
$5
!)
$(
!%
2#
-*!
6#
0
.&
!

%#
7$
(%
!

!

•!
Q#
$5
!)
$(
!%
2#
-*!
6#
0
.&
!

0
#-
(%
!%
79
2!
)%
E!

1/
0+
61
/%
%+
&!*
0+
6*
%%
+&
!

13
0+
61
3%
%+
&!2
033
62%
%3
!

+8
336
+)
)3
&!2
83
362
))
3!#
-*
!!

=8
"6=
#(
"!

!

•!
Q'
%*
.$
'$
5!
*#
!0
#-
(%
!0
'*2
!&#
$5
!)
$(
!

%2
#-
*!6
#0
.&
!%
#7
$(
%!

•!
!:3
'*)
*'$
5!
*2
.!
&#
$5
!)
$(
!%
2#
-*!
6#
0
.&
!

%#
7$
(%
!3
)(
.!
BK
!*2
.!
*.
)9
2.
-!

•!
!<
'%
*'$
57
'%
2'
$5
!0
#-
(%
!0
'*2
!&#
$5
!6
#0
.&
!

%#
7$
(%
!+-
#3
!*2
#%
.!
0
'*2
!%
2#
-*!
6#
0
.&
!

%#
7$
(%
!

•!
8'
5$
!&)
$5
7)
5.
!

)&
42
)B
.*
!

•!
[#
0
.&
!9
2)
-*!

•!
?&
)%
29
)-
(%
!

N
-
L
K
6!
N
41
M
!

64
7/
.
1!

,
-
.
6-
.
H
.
16
!

H
.
K
!5
-
N
/7
6!

•!
'(
.$
*'+
K!
%'
&.
$*
!

9#
$%
#$
)$
*%
!)
$(
!6
#0
.&
%!
!

•!
)-
*'9
7&
)*
.>
%'
5$
!0
#-
(%
!

0
'*2
!%
'&.
$*
!9
#$
%#
$)
$*
%!

)$
(!
6#
0
.&
%!

•!
8'
&.
$*
!9
#$
%#
$)
$*
%!
%7
92
!

)%
!F
$#
*C!
F$
'+.
C!F
$.
.!
)$
(!

F$
#0
!

•!
8'
&.
$*
!6
#0
.&
!%
#7
$(
%!
%7
92
!

)%
!&)
<5
2C
!&#
$(
!)
$(
!9
#$
*!

•!
_
)*
92
'$
5!
0
#-
(%
!0
'*2
!%
'&.
$*
!

9#
$%
#$
)$
*!

•!
,
-#
74
'$
5!
0
#-
(%
!0
'*2
!*2
.!
%)
3
.!
%'
&.
$*
!

6#
0
.&
%W
!!

•!
?&
)%
29
)-
(%
C!!

•!
V2
#$
.*
'9
!)
&4
2)
B.
*C!

•!
8'
5$
!&)
$5
7)
5.
!

)&
42
)B
.*
!!

•!
:"
=!
*#
#&
%!

!6
4O
07
/!

4.
61
L
J
,
14
-
.
6!

•!
+#
&&#
0
!*0
#!
%'
3
4&
.!

'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!'$
!)
!-#
0
!

•!
=0
#!
%'
3
4&
.!
'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!

%7
92
!)
%E
!>
#0
*#
&!=
)3
3%
="
!

"/
%!
,)
)$
1!
#-
*!
+8
"!"
/%
'
!

0-
!"/
%!
=8
+,
)#
(*
?!

•!
:$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!+#
-!5
)3
.%
!

)$
(!
47
ZZ
&.
%!
!

•!
?#
&&#
0
'$
5!
*0
#!
%'
3
4&
.!
'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!'$
!)
!

-#
0
!

•!
Q'
%*
.$
'$
5!
)$
(!
-.
%4
#$
('
$5
!)
99
7-
)*
.&
K!

*#
!'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!

•!
,
'6
'$
5!
.)
92
!#
*2
.-
!'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$%
!

•!
<
-)
3
)*
'%
'$
5>
-#
&.
!4
&)
K'
$5
!5
'6
.$
!

'$
%*
-7
9*
'#
$!

•!
8.
$*
.$
9.
!%
*-'
4%
!!

•!
!:"
=!
*#
#&
%!

•!
8'
5$
!4
#%
*%
!

!

.
/N

6!
H
.
K
!6
1-
L
P!

1/
77
4.
"
!

•!
&'%
*.
$!
*#
>#
B%
.-
6.
!)
$(
!

-.
*.
&&!
!%
*#
-'.
%!
)B
#7
*!

`'
3
B)
B0
.)
$!
2'
%*
#-
K!
!

•!
;
.0
%!
)$
(!
%*
#-
'.
%!

•!
"
2'
3
7-
.$
5)
!%
#$
5%
!

•!
Q'
%*
.$
'$
5!
*#
!%
*#
-'.
%!
)B
#7
*!*
2.
!!

2.
-#
.%
>2
.-
#'
$.
%!
#+
!`
'3
B)
B0
.!

•!
!Q
'%
*.
$'
$5
!*#
!%
*#
-'.
%!
)B
#7
*!*
2.
!=
2'
-(
!

"
2'
3
7-
.$
5)
!

•!
S
#&
.P
4&
)K
'$
5!

•!
<
-)
3
)*
'%
'$
5!
%*
#-
'.
%!

•!
X
.-
#.
%U
!

)9
-.
%>
%2
-'$
.%
!!

•!
S
.9
#-
(.
(!
%*
#-
'.
%!

•!
S
.%
#7
-9
.!
4.
-%
#$
%!

•!
V'
9*
7-
.%
!#
+!2
.-
#.
%!

)$
(!
2.
-#
'$
.%
!!

CO
M
PE
TE
NC

Y 
M
AT
RI
X

GR
AD

E 
3/
SK
IL
L 
1:
 L
IS
TE
NI
NG

/ O
BS
ER
VI
NG

English Junior 01-10-16.qxp_Layout 1  13/10/2016  12:54 PM  Page 9



10

English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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English Languages Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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8.0 SUPPORTING LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
The following supporting language structures are recommended for the Junior English course.
Teachers are to select what is appropriate to the level of their learners and bear in mind that the
structures should be taught in context and spread across all the language skills. 

By the end of the Junior course, learners should be able to effectively use, among others, the
following language

structures:
l Nouns: proper, common, compound and collective. Nouns may be masculine, feminine or

neutral, countable or uncountable, singular or plural, concrete or abstract. 
l Pronouns: personal, impersonal, possessive, relative, demonstrative, reflexive,  
l Opposites/antonyms 
l Synonyms
l Similes
l Verb tenses: simple forms of the present, past future

- continuous forms of the present, past future and participles
l Adverbs and adverbial clauses
l Adjectives- with or without comparative and superlative forms
l Prepositions
l Conjunctions for example; and, so, but; subordinate conjunctions such as; because, 

although, though
l Punctuation marks – full stop, capital letters, comma, question mark, exclamation mark, 

quotation marks, hyphen, semicolon and colon.
l Quantifiers:  for example; little, few, a few, much, more, enough, scarcely, hardly any, about,

over, almost, nearly, all, both
l Intensifiers: very, so…that…, extremely, too…to
l Structures that show cause and effect for example; the rains came late, so the harvest was

poor, the harvest was poor (because / for/ since) the rains had come late.
l Question tags:  for example, she is a competent teacher, isn’t she? He isn’t here today, is

he?
l Modals: for example, may, might, can, could, shall, should, must, ought to, will, would, is and

was
l Conditional clauses: for example, If I were John, I would have gone to South Africa; If he is to

be imprisoned, his family will suffer a lot; Unless it rains, all crops will wilt.
l Direct and indirect (reported) speeches
l The passive and the active voice e.g. The bone was eaten by the dog. The dog ate the bone
l Word formation (suffixes and prefixes)
l Unless/ in spite of/ despite the fact that
l Neither…nor/either…or
l Abbreviations and acronyms

NOTE: This list of language structures is not exhaustive.

9.0 ASSESSMENT
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The scheme of assessment for the Junior English syllabus covers continuous and
summative assessments.  The four main language skills which are Speaking,
Listening, Reading and Writing and their sub-skills will be assessed.  The assessment
is grounded on the principle of inclusivity.  Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to
enable candidates with diverse learning needs to access assessments. 

ASSESSMENT MODEL
Assessment of learner performace 

in English Language 

100%

FINAL MARK ENGLISH LANGUAGE

100%

Continuous Assessment

35%
Continuous Assessment Summative Assessment

Continuous 
Assessment Mark =

30%

Continuous Assessment

35%

Examination Mark =

70%

Pro!ling

Pro!le

Projects
Tests &

Assignment
Oral / 
Aural

Essays &
Comprehension

40%

EXIT
PROFILE

Multiple Choice 
Questions- 
Language 

Structures, Usage  &  
Comprehension 

30%

(a)    ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
Assessment objectives outline the skills which may be assessed by public examinations. However, teachers
should not limit themselves to the assessment objectives. Teaching should be driven by the teaching objectives
and the syllabus aims. For that reason, teachers should not just teach the learners for examinations but for life.
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i. LISTENING/SIGNING 
Listening/signing is going to be assessed continuously.
By the end of the Junior course learners will be expected to:
- follow a series of instructions
- respond appropriately to statements and questions
- retell/sign various utterances heard
- write dictated words 

ii. SPEAKING/SIGNING
Speaking/signing is going to be assessed continuously
By the end of the Junior course learners will be expected to:
- participate in public speaking and debates
- use appropriate register in specific language functions
- describe people, objects, places, scenes, processes and events
- pronounce words distinctly 
- sustain discussions on topical issues and cross-cutting themes
- dramatise texts read

iii. READING/ SIGNING
Reading will be assessed through both continuous and summative assessment
By the end of the Junior course learners will be expected to:
- read fluently 
- read a variety of texts for leisure and for comprehension
- infer meanings of words from the context
- read to an audience with clarity and expression

iv. WRITING/ BRAILLING 
Writing will be assessed through both  continuous and summative assessment
By the end of the Junior course learners will be expected to:

-    write legibly and neatly
-    write grammatically correct sentences observing the basic sentence structure:     

Subject +Verb + Object (SVO)
- use correct punctuation marks such as the full- stop, capital letters, comma, hyphen, apos-

trophe, question mark, quotation mark/opening and closing inverted commas , exclamation
mark and colon

- spell words accurately
- correctly interpret, rearrange and amplify given notes, statistical data or graphs to produce a

coherent piece of  continuous writing
- organise their work into paragraphs 
- use a variety of apt vocabulary, discourse markers and appropriate register in their writing
- write continuous narrative/descriptive, argumentative, expository/factual guided composi-

tions, reports  about their personal experiences or letters – formal and  informal - from given
notes, diagrams, graphs or statistical data

- write pieces of a creative nature
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v. COMPREHENSION
By the end of the Junior course learners should be able to:
- read and comprehend a text on any subject/topic within the vocabulary, cognitive develop-

ment and experiences of twelve to thirteen year old learners.
- draw inferences from given statements in a text
- employ the skills of skimming and scanning effectively to get the gist of a text and specific in-

formation that answers given questions
- follow the sequence of a process, events or the development of an argument in a text
- show knowledge of how language is used to develop and present relationship of ideas
- infer the contextual meanings of words, phrases and clauses 
- express answers to comprehension questions in complete and grammatically correct sen-

tences
- suggest a suitable title to a passage or paragraph
- analyse, synthesise and evaluate given information and character’s/characters’ motive(s)
- summarise a given text.

LEARNER PROFILE
The learner profile will comprise those aspects that cannot be assessed through the continuous
and summative modes.  The profiling will include soft skills and other aspects. The profile of the
learner will be compiled by the teacher and passed on to the next teacher through out the Junior
Course. The profile will not contribute to the final mark at the end of grade seven as shown on the
assessment model but will assist to give a full picture of the learner’s competence.

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT (30%)
Specific tasks and assignments will be administered from term one Grade 6 to term two Grade 7
and marks collated.  The marks will contribute 30% of the final mark at the end of Grade Seven. 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (70%)
At the end of Grade 7 learners sit for a National Examination. The setting and designing of test
items in English Language is guided and informed by the skills weighting chart and the specification
grid.

Skills weighting chart

SKILL WEIGHTING

Reading 20%

Writing 50%
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DESCRIPTION OF THE SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
STRUCTURE
The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:

Paper 1. 
1hr 30 minutes (40 marks) 30%

There are 40 multiple-choice questions based on register, comprehension and language usage &
structure. Candidates are required to answer all.

Paper 2. 
1hr 45 minutes (35 marks) 40%

Paper 2 comprises Section A and B. Section A comprises 2 guided compositions and candidates
are required to choose one. This section carries 20 marks. Section B is a comprehension and
summary section carrying 15 marks. 

SKILLS WEIGHTING GRID
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(b)   SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 
The Primary School English Syllabus Content (Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes) will be assessed
at the end of the seven year course as follows:

Comprehension carries 10 marks.  The answers should be short and precise

Paper
Skills

Simple Recall Comprehension
Analysis, Synthesis,

and Evaluation
TOTAL

1. Multiple Choice 60% 20% 20% 100%

2. Section B: Comprehension and Summary 50% 30% 20% 100%
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