
English Language Proficiency Standards: 
Rationale, History & Goals  



The New ELP Standards 

•  Highlight a strategic set of language 
functions and language forms 

 

•  Guide both English language development 
and content teachers to fuel ELLs’ 
academic and language development  

 
•  Support ELLs as they develop competence in the practices associated with 

English language arts (ELA) & literacy, mathematics, and science  

•  Developed for grades K-12 



Shift in Standards Landscape 



New College- and Career-Ready Standards  

•  Signal an upward shift in knowledge, skills, and abilities that students must 
develop 

•  Increase language demands across content areas 
•  Identify specific language and analytical practices students need to perform	
  



Students can, without significant scaffolding, comprehend and 
evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines, and 
they can construct effective arguments and convey intricate or 
multifaceted information. Likewise, students are able 
independently to discern a speaker’s key points, request 
clarification, and ask relevant questions. They build on others’ 
ideas, articulate their own ideas, and confirm they have been 
understood. 

English Language Arts Common Core State Standards 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/
Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects, p. 7	
  



Mathematically proficient students understand and use 
stated assumptions, definitions, and previously established 
results in constructing arguments....They justify their 
conclusions, communicate them to others, and respond to 
the arguments of others. 

CCSS Standards for Mathematical Practice 

Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, p. 6	
  



MP1. Make sense of problems 
and persevere in solving them

MP2. Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively

MP6. Attend to precision

MP7. Look for and make use of 
structure

MP8. Look for and express 
regularity in repeated 
reasoning

SP1. Ask questions and define 
problems

SP3. Plan and carry out 
investigations

SP4. Analyze and interpret data

SP6. Construct explanations 
and design solutions

EP4. Build and present knowledge through research by integrating, 
comparing, and synthesizing ideas from text

EP5. Build upon the ideas of others and articulate their own 
clearly when working collaboratively

EP6. Use English structures to communicate 
context specific messages

EP7*. 
Use 

technology 
and digital media 
strategically and 
capably

MP5. Use appropriate 
tools strategically

SP8. 
Obtain, 

evaluate, and 
communicate 

information

EP2. Produce clear 
and coherent writing 

in which the 
development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience

SP2. Develop 
and use models

MP4. Model with 
mathematics

SP5. Use mathematics and 
computational thinking

EP1. Support analysis of a range of grade-
level complex texts with evidence

MP3 and EP3. Construct viable and 
valid arguments from evidence and 
critique reasoning of others

SP7. Engage in argument from 
evidence

Relationships 
and 
Convergences

EDUCATION
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF

Found in:
1. CCSS for Mathematics 
(practices)
2a. CCSS for ELA & 
Literacy (student capacity)
2b. ELPD Framework 
(ELA “practices”)
3. NGSS (science and 
engineering practices)

Notes: 
1. MP1–MP8 represent CCSS 

Mathematical Practices (p. 6–8).
2. SP1–SP8 represent NGSS Science and 

Engineering Practices.
3. EP1–EP6 represent CCSS for ELA 

“Practices” as defined by the ELPD 
Framework (p. 11).

4. EP7* represents CCSS for ELA 
student “capacity” (p. 7).

Suggested citation:
Cheuk, T. (2013). Relationships and convergences among the mathematics, science, and ELA 

practices. Refined version of diagram created by the Understanding Language 
Initiative for ELP Standards. Stanford, CA: Stanford University.



Old Paradigm 

Vocabulary 
 
 

Language Content 



New Paradigm 

Discourse 
Text (complex text) 

Explanation 
Argumentation 

Purpose 
Typical structure of text 

Sentence structures 
ΔVocabulary 

practices 
 
 

Language Content 
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Shift in Understanding of Language Proficiency & Content Learning 

Previously Framed as 
a Sequential  
Relationship 

Now Framed as a  
Parallel Relationship 

	
  	
  Content	
  ELP	
  
ELP standards and instruction provided a foundation 
from which to approach content standards 

ELP standards and instruction reflect the language 
expectations contained in content standards 

Content	
  
ELP	
  

Source:	
  WestEd	
  



1.  College- and career-ready standards carry rigorous 
language demands and identify necessary linguistic 
practices, but they do not provide clear expectations of 
student language use, progressions, or competencies. 

Why New ELP Standards?  



2. Poor predictive validity of the previous ELP 
assessments for student performance in ELA and 
mathematics. (Butler, Stevens, & Castellon, 2007; Gándara, Rumberger, 
Maxwell-Jolly, & Callahan, 2003) 	
  

Why New ELP Standards?  

3.  Interest in using ELP standards and linked 
assessments to measure the academic 
language proficiency needed for the content 
areas. (Bailey & Kelley, 2013; Bailey &  Kim Wolf, 2012) 



Goals for the New ELP Standards 

Create fewer, 
clearer standards 
with strategic 
correspondences 
to:  
• CCSS ELA & Literacy 
• CCSS for Mathematics 
• NGSS 

Specify key 
language 

functions that 
students must be 
able to carry out 

in discipline-
appropriate ways

  

Express target 
language uses in 

clear and 
meaningful 

progressions 

Enable 
collaborative use 
by both ELD/ESL 
and content-area 

teachers  

Influenced by the Understanding Language video of Aída Walqui: Language and the Common 
Core State Standards: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3YJx8ujoto  
 



ELP Standards 
1 construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text through grade-

appropriate listening, reading, and viewing 

2 participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas, and analyses, 
responding to peer, audience, or reader comments and questions 

3 speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and topics 

4 construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning and evidence 

5 conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve problems 

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing 

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing 

8 determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and informational 
text 

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text 

10 make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade-appropriate speech and writing 



New ELP Standards Shift the Focus 

What language 
does a student 

have? 

What is a student 
able to do with 

language within 
content areas? 





Management 
Partner 

Authors 

3 Thought 
Partners 

In Spring 2013, the CCSSO 
(Council of Chief State School 
Officers), the same group 
that managed the 
development of the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS), 
commissioned the standards 
work to be done by WestEd 
and the ELPA21 Consortium. 

Who developed the New ELP Standards? 



ELP Standards Development Process 

Standards 
Development 

Started  

Summer 2013 

Final 
Standards 
Released 

Fall 2013 
•  Used 2012 California English Language Development (ELD) Standards 

as a launching point 
•  Specification requirements: 

o  Apply correspondence methods found in 2012 CCSSO“ELPD 
Framework” (guidance document for states to use when they are creating 
ELP standards to correspond with CCSS/NGSS)  

o  Created with input and guidance from Understanding Language 
o  Internal alignment embedded within ELP Standards with language forms 

used by other ELP Consortia to ensure Common ELL Definition 





Alignment between Standards and Assessment 

ELPA21 
Consortium 

Standards 

Assessment 



Apply What You Learned 

Download the Worksheet for Comparison 

NEW	
  
Standards	
  

OLD	
  
Standards	
  


