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Introduction

The Edexcel International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) in English
Language (Specification B) is designed for use in schools and colleges. It is part of a suite of
IGCSE qualifications offered by Edexcel. Edexcel offers two IGCSEs in English Language —
Specification A and Specification B.

The Edexcel IGCSE in English Language (Specification B) is designed as a two-year course.
This specification is based on the former GCE O Level in English Language and retains the
requirement for a wide vocabulary and accuracy in the use of grammar, punctuation and
spelling, whilst encouraging the student to acquire a range of skills through the study of lively
and relevant source material.

Key subject aims

The Edexcel IGCSE in English Language (Specification B) enables students to:

e read a range of material from a variety of sources, including literary material, non-literary
material and media

e read for a variety of purposes with understanding and enjoyment

e use written English for a variety of purposes such as narration, argument, giving instruction
and information, imaginative writing, making reports and demonstrating understanding of
content, paying due attention to the appropriateness and quality of written expression.



About this specification

Key features and benefits of the specification

Based on the former Edexcel GCE O Level in English Language.
For all students for whom English is to be the language of education and employment.

Intended for speakers of English as a first language and speakers of English as an additional
language.

Single assessment: 100% examination.
Assessment opportunity in January and June examination series.

Provides progression to AS and Advanced GCE in English Language, or equivalent
qualifications.



Contents

Specification at a glance

Qualification content
Paper 1

Source material
Assessment
Assessment summary
Assessment Objectives and weightings
Relationship of Assessment Objectives to the paper

Entering your students for assessment

Student entry

Combinations of entry

Access arrangements and special requirements
Assessing your students

Awarding and reporting

Language of assessment

Malpractice and plagiarism
Student recruitment
Progression

Grade descriptions

Support and training

Edexcel support services

Training

O 00 0 00 0 00 J I 9 I O L ;T w w W =

N

-
—_
—_ =

—
—






Specification at a glance

The Edexcel IGCSE in English Language (Specification B) comprises one written examination
paper.

Paper 1 Paper code: 4EB0/01

e Externally assessed
e Availability: January and June series

e First assessment: June 2011

Overview of content

¢ Reading

¢ Reading and Writing
e Writing

Overview of assessment

e This qualification is assessed through a three-hour examination paper, set and marked by
Edexcel.

e There are three sections — A, B and C.

e Source material will be provided in an extracts booklet distributed with the examination
paper.

e The total number of marks available is 100.
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Qualification content

Paper 1

Content overview

Section A

This section is designed to assess students’ understanding and response to stimulus material.
Students must be able to select information from this material and present it in short paragraphs
or in sets of statements. Marks are given in this section primarily for the content and
understanding shown. However, clarity and careful expression are expected in the answers.

Section B

This section is designed to assess students’ ability to write according to specific guidelines in
response to the given material. They are asked to select relevant information from the stimulus
material and to present it for other readers and for other purposes. Students may be asked to
inform or instruct, to advise or persuade or to express their attitudes; they will also be asked to
use a recognised form of writing, such as a letter, a report or a newspaper article. The length
required will depend on the nature of the task set and will be indicated in the question paper.
The answers in this section will be assessed for relevant information, for appropriateness of
style and approach and for quality and accuracy of expression.

Section C

Students will be asked to produce one piece of extended writing; this may be narrative,
descriptive, personal, argumentative or discursive. There will be opportunities for students to
respond imaginatively and personally to topics and themes related to the stimulus material.

Standard English

The specification assesses reading and writing in the internationally recognised forms of
Standard English: either British or American standard forms are acceptable in the students’
writing. Spelling must be consistent, whether it follows British or American usage.

Source material

The following are examples of possible texts used in the examination paper:
e fiction for example short stories, novel extracts

e biography/autobiography/speeches

e newspaper/magazine articles

e travel writing

o diaries/letters

o advertisements/leaflets/brochures

e web pages.

Sources used for the examination will be published in an extracts booklet distributed with the
examination paper.
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Assessment overview

Students take a single three-hour written paper. The question paper contains a selection of
stimulus material, chosen from the range of sources listed on page 3, and a series of tasks. The
texts used in the stimulus material could include reading or graphical materials, for example
facsimiles of leaflets and other realistic material. The stimulus material set for the examination
will be available in an extracts booklet distributed with the question paper. Students should
spend about 15 minutes studying this material before answering the questions.

Section A (30%), assessed for Reading

This section sets questions about the language and content of the stimulus material. Students
should spend about 40 minutes on these questions, all of which should be answered.

Section B (35%), assessed for Reading and Writing

In this section students are asked to produce directed writing, in terms of purpose, context and
audience, based on the material set for the paper. They should spend about one hour on this
section.

Section C (35%), assessed for Writing

In this section students are asked to complete a single task based on a choice of questions
related to the stimulus material. They should spend about one hour on this section.

At the end of the examination, students should spend about five minutes checking their work
carefully and making any necessary corrections.
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Assessment

Assessment summary

Paper 1 is externally assessed through a three-hour examination paper.

Summary of table of assessment

Paper 1 Paper code: 4EB0/01

e The assessment of this qualification is through a three-hour examination paper, set and
marked by Edexcel

e There are three sections — A, B and C.

e Source material will be provided in an extracts booklet distributed with the examination
paper.

e The total number of marks available is 100.

Assessment Objectives and weightings

% in IGCSE

AO1: Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and ordering o
. . . ) 40%
information, ideas and opinions from the texts provided.
AQO2: Adapt forms and types of writing for specific purposes and audiences 45
using appropriate styles. °
AQO3: Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, 15%
with accurate spelling, paragraphing, grammar and punctuation. °
TOTAL 100%
Specification — Edexcel IGCSE in English Language (Specification B) (4EB0) 5
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Relationship of Assessment Objectives to the paper

Assessment Objectives Examination paper
section
A B C
AO1 | Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and
ordering information, ideas and opinions from the texts v v
provided.

AQO2 | Adapt forms and types of writing for specific purposes and
audiences using appropriate styles.

AO3 | Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, grammar v v
and punctuation.

Assessment Objective

Examination paper Total for AO1,
section AO2 and AO3
Section A 30% 0% 0% 30%
Section B 10% 20% 5% 35%
Section C 0% 25% 10% 35%
Total for IGCSE 40% 45% 15% 100%
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Entering your students for assessment

Student entry

Details of how to enter students for this qualification can be found in Edexcel’s International
Information Manual, copies of which (in CD format) are sent to all active Edexcel centres. The
information can also be found on Edexcel’s international website:
www.edexcel-international.org/sfc/academic/infomanual.

Combinations of entry

There are no forbidden combinations.

Access arrangements and special requirements

Edexcel's policy on access arrangements and special considerations for GCE, GCSE, IGCSE,
and Entry Level qualifications aims to enhance access to the qualifications for students with
disabilities and other difficulties without compromising the assessment of skills, knowledge,
understanding or competence.

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/sfc) for:

e the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) policy Access Arrangements and Special
Considerations, Regulations and Guidance Relating to Students who are Eligible for
Adjustments in Examinations

e the forms to submit for requests for access arrangements and special considerations
e dates for submission of the forms.
Requests for access arrangements and special considerations must be addressed to:

Special Requirements
Edexcel

One90 High Holborn
London WC1V 7BH
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Assessing your students

The first assessment opportunity for Paper 1 of this qualification will take place in the June
2011 series and in each following January and June series for the lifetime of the specification.

Your student assessment opportunities

June 2011 January 2012 | June 2012 January 2013

Paper 1 v v v v

Awarding and reporting

The grading, awarding and certification of this qualification will follow the processes outlined
in the current GCSE/GCE Code of Practice for courses starting in September 2009, which is
published by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). The IGCSE qualification will
be graded and certificated on an eight-grade scale from A* to G. Individual unit results will be
reported.

Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum standard for Grade G will receive
an unclassified U. Where unclassified is received it will not be recorded on the certificate.

The first certification opportunity for the Edexcel IGCSE in English Language will be 2011.

Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum judged by Edexcel to be of
sufficient standard to be recorded on a certificate will receive an unclassified U result.

Language of assessment

Assessment of this specification will be available in English only. Assessment materials will be
published in English only and all work submitted for examination and moderation must be
produced in English.

Malpractice and plagiarism

For up-to-date advice on malpractice and plagiarism, please refer to the JCQ’s Suspected
Malpractice in Examinations: Policies and Procedures document on the JCQ website
www.jcq.org.uk.

Student recruitment

Edexcel’s access policy concerning recruitment to our qualifications is that:
e they must be available to anyone who is capable of reaching the required standard
o they must be free from barriers that restrict access and progression

e equal opportunities exist for all students.

Progression

This qualification supports progression to:

¢ GCE in English Literature and GCE in English Language.
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Grade descriptions

Grade descriptions are provided to give a general indication of the standards of achievement
likely to have been shown by candidates awarded particular grades. The descriptions must be
interpreted in relation to the specification content; they are not designed to define that content.
The grade awarded will depend in practice upon the extent to which the candidate has met the
Assessment Objectives overall. Shortcomings in some aspects of the assessment may be
balanced by better performances in others.

Grade A

Candidates articulate and sustain their responses to texts, developing ideas fully and referring in
detail and with insight to aspects of language, structure and presentation. They show an
excellent understanding of the ideas within texts, and can identify and analyse argument, fact
and opinion and different interpretations. Where appropriate, they make skilled and coherent
comparisons within and between texts, supporting their points with well-chosen examples.

Candidates’ writing is assured and controlled, showing the capacity to adapt to a range of styles.
They communicate effectively and lucidly with the intended audience, constructing ideas and
arguments which are well developed, fully sustained and show clarity of thought and
expression.

Candidates show a high level of control in their construction of a range of sentence structures,
handling complex subordination with assurance. Their punctuation and spelling of even
complex or rarer words shows a high level of accuracy and grasp of English idioms. Paragraphs
are well constructed and linked, showing effective use of logical connectives.

Grade C

Candidates demonstrate a secure understanding of texts, with a grasp of different ways in which
meaning and information are conveyed. They respond personally and appropriately to texts,
making reference to language in support of their views. They are capable of summarising and
presenting key points of a range of information.

Candidates write in a way which maintains focus and engages the reader’s interest. They adapt
their writing style and register to suit the requirement of the task, and can respond to different
audiences’ needs appropriately. Their writing has sound ideas, developed into a reasonably
sustained argument and show some capacity to distinguish between fact and opinion.

The writing shows the ability to control simple and more complex sentences. Spelling is mostly
accurate, except for more unusual or complex words. They mostly grasp the force and purpose
of different punctuation marks, and they use a range of marks with some flexibility.

Grade F

In responding to texts, candidates show a basic understanding of key ideas, events and
characters. They make some reference to the texts when expressing their views. They
demonstrate a limited ability to locate and retrieve ideas and information.

Candidates’ writing communicates meaning and has a basic grasp of organisation and purpose.
The writing begins to show adaptation to the needs of different readers. There is an attempt to
present ideas, but this is not sustained.

The grammatical structure of simple sentences is usually correct. Spelling of less complex
words is mostly reasonably accurate. There is some appropriate use of punctuation, especially of
full stops and commas.
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Support and training

Edexcel support services

Edexcel has a wide range of support services to help you implement this qualification
successfully.

ResultsPlus — ResultsPlus is an application launched by Edexcel to help subject teachers,
senior management teams, and students by providing detailed analysis of examination
performance. Reports that compare performance between subjects, classes, your centre and
similar centres can be generated in ‘one-click’. Skills maps that show performance according to
the specification topic being tested are available for some subjects. For further information
about which subjects will be analysed through ResultsPlus, and for information on how to
access and use the service, please visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.

Ask the Expert — Ask the Expert is a new service, launched in 2007, that provides direct email
access to senior subject specialists who will be able to answer any questions you might have
about this or any other specification. All of our specialists are senior examiners, moderators or
verifiers and they will answer your email personally. You can read a biography for all of them
and learn more about this unique service on our website at www.edexcel.com/asktheexpert.

Ask Edexcel — Ask Edexcel is Edexcel’s online question and answer service. You can access it
at www.edexcel.com/ask or by going to the main website and selecting the Ask Edexcel menu
item on the left.

The service allows you to search through a database of thousands of questions and answers on
everything Edexcel offers. If you don’t find an answer to your question, you can choose to
submit it straight to us. One of our customer services team will log your query, find an answer
and send it to you. They’ll also consider adding it to the database if appropriate. This way the
volume of helpful information that can be accessed via the service is growing all the time.

Examzone — The Examzone site is aimed at students sitting external examinations and gives
information on revision, advice from examiners and guidance on results, including re-marking,
re-sitting and progression opportunities. Further services for students — many of which will
also be of interest to parents — will be available in the near future. Links to this site can be
found on the main homepage at www.examzone.co.uk.

Training

A programme of professional development and training courses, covering various aspects of the
specification and examination, will be arranged by Edexcel. Full details can be obtained from
our website: www.edexcel.com.

1806r1290708S:\LT\PD\IGCSE\IGCSE English Language Spec B.doc1-18/0
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advancing learning, changing lives
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For more information on Edexcel and BTEC qualifications
please visit our website: www.edexcel.com
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